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To  the    Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Andover  and  Wilmington  Rail-road 
Corporation,  do  hereby  make  their  second  annual  report 
of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  un- 
der their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  first  division  of  their  road,  from  the  Boston  and 
Lowell  Rail-road,  in  Wilmington,  to  the  South  Parish  in 
Andover,  being  seven  and  three-fourth  miles,  was  open- 
ed for  use  on  the  eighth  day  of  August  last.  Since  that 
time,  two  trips  between  Andover  and  Boston  have  been 
made  with  the  passenger  cars  each  day,  (Sundays  except- 
ed) without  interruption,  except  in  three  instances  during 
the  present  month,  when  prevented  by  the  accumulation 
of  ice  and  snow  on  the  rails.  At  the  depot  in  Andover, 
there  have  been  erected  and  completed,  an  engine-house 
and  repair-shop,  a  car-house,  a  work-shop  for  building  and 
repairing  cars,  and  a  passenger-house.  The  second  divi- 
sion of  their  road  has  been  definitely  located  to  within 
about  one  mile  of  Haverhill  village.  This  distance  has 
been  left  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  point  at 
which  to  cross  the  Merrimack,  and  pass  that  village  to  the 
line  of  New  Hampshire,  in  order  to  connect  with  the  Bos- 
ton and  Maine  Rail-road,  a  portion  of  which  road,  it  is  un- 
derstood, the  directors  expect  to  put  under  contract  during 
the  nex  summer.  The  second  division,  so  far  as  located, 
is  all  graded    but  about   one  mile,  partly  deep  cutting,  on 
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which  as  many  hands  are  employed  as  can  work  advanta- 
geously, and  will  be  completed  early  in  the  spring.  A 
part  of  the  materials  for  the  superstructure  is  contracted 
for,  and  arrangements  are  now  making  for  the  whole,  and 
the  road  will  probably  be  opened  for  use  in  the  course  of 
the  next  summer.  The  directors  have  on  hand,  locomo- 
tives and  passenger  cars  sufficient  for  the  probable  busi- 
ness of  the  whole  road  ;  and  merchandize  cars  partly  suf- 
ficient for  the  business  of  the  road,  have  been  built  at  our 
depot,  and  an  additional  number  are  now  building. 

Nine  assessments  have  been  laid  on  the  capital  stock, 
payable  prior  to  the  date  of  this  report,  amounting  to 
eighty-one  dollars  on  each  share.  From  these  assess- 
ments, the  treasurer  has  received,  as  appears  by  his  books, 
to  the  twenty-first  of  January  instant,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars,  eighteen  cents.  The  treasurer  has  received  from 
sundry  loans  and  advances  the  sum  of  forty-three  thou- 
sand dollars.  There  has  been  received  at  Andover  and 
Boston,  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  to  the  twen- 
ty-first instant,  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars,  eight  cents.  Two  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty- 
five  dollars,  seventy-three  cents,  is  charged  as  expense  of 
transportation  of  passengers  and  freight.  But,  as  the 
amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation,  for  the  use  of  their  road,  has  not  been  ad- 
justed, the  directors  are  not  able  at  this  time  to  state  the 
amount  of  net  receipts.  About  fourteen  hundred  dollars 
has  accrued  from  the  transportation  of  merchandize,  since 
freight  cars  have  been  placed  on  the  road. 

The  treasurer  has  on  hand,  in  cash,  notes  and  unsettled 
balances,  fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred  fifteen  dollars, 
twenty-two  cents. 
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The  expenditures  to  the  same  date  amount,  as  appears 
by  the  treasurer's  books,  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
ninety-six  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-two  dollars,  eight 
cents.  Of  this  sum,  sixty-four  thousand  thirty-nine  dol- 
lars, ten  cents,  is  for  grading.  For  masonry,  sixteen 
thousand  one  hundred  fourteen  dollars,  fifty-three  cents. 
For  iron  rails,  including  spikes,  plates,  &c.  forty-seven 
thousand  one  hundred  seventy-four  dollars,  ninety-two 
cents.  Laying  rails,  &c.  six  thousand  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars, seventy-four  cents.  For  real  estate,  including  dam- 
ages for  land,  fencing,  depot-buildings  and  work-shops, 
twenty-three  thousand  eight  dollars,  thirty-seven  cents. 
For  sleepers  and  timber  for  bridges,  three  thousand  sev- 
enty-eight dollars,  thirty-six  cents.  For  engines  and 
cars,  twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  sixty-six  dollars. 
Incidental  expenses  and  engineering,  thirteen  thousand 
two  hundred  twenty-two  dollars,  six  cents. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HOBART  CLARK, 
ABRAHAM  MARLAND, 
AMOS  ABBOTT, 
JAMES  H.  DUNCAN, 
ALFRED  KITTREDGE. 


Andover,  January  28th,  1837. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Essex  ss.  January  28,  1837.  Then  Hobart  Clark, 
Abraham  Marland,  Amos  Abbott,  James  H.  Duncan  and 
Alfred  Kittredge  appeared,  and  severally  made  oath  that 
the  statement  aforesaid  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

M.  NEWMAN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS    OF    THE    BOSTON    AND   LOWELL 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


1837. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration do  hereby  make  their  Sixth  Annual  Report 
of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures, 
under  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Our  last  report,  dated  January  4th,  1836,  stated  that 
the  rail-road  from  Boston  to  Lowell,  with  one  track  of 
rails,  was  finished  and  open  for  travel ;  and  that  a  portion 
of  the  second  track  was  laid. 

Since  that  date,  the  second  track  of  rails  has  been  ex- 
tended to  about  eleven  and  one  third  miles,  and  the  rail 
iron  on  hand  will  lay  about  twelve  miles  more. 

During  the  past  year,  assessments  have  been  laid  on 
the  stock  created  by  the  additional  act,  passed  April  6th, 
1836,  to  the  whole  amount  of  said  stock,  (being  six  hun- 
dred shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each;)  the  last  assess- 
ment will  be  due  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and 
when  paid,  will  make  the  whole  amount  received  on  the 
three  thousand  shares  created  and  allowed  by  the  several 
acts  of  incorporation,  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  w7hole  amount  expended  up  to  the  annual  settle^ 
ment  of  accounts,  November  SO,  1836, — for  the  road, 
#1 ,323,522;  for  depots  and  aqueduct,  is  $79,895  67; 
for  engines  and  cars,  is  $102,227  56^ — making  fifteen 
hundred  and  five  thousand  six  hundred  forty-five  dollars 
and  twenty-three  cents.  The  corporation  are  indebted 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  one  thousand  six  hundred 
fifty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents.     Cash  on  hand 
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and  debts  due  the  corporation,  $34,500  50 ;  land,  &c. 
for  sale,  cost  $61,841  23;  making  ninety-six  thousand 
three  hundred  forty-one  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 
This  land  would  sell,  even  at  this  time,  for  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  balance  of  our  debts ;  but  it  will  un- 
doubtedly sell  much  better  when  the  pressure  on  the 
money  market  is  relieved. 

Our  last  report  stated  the  amount  received  for  trans- 
portation, up  to  the  30th  day  of  November,  1835,  to  be 
$45,529  03.  The  amount  received  for  the  six  months 
ending  31st  May,  1836,  was  $26,722  26;  and  for  the 
six  months  ending  the  30th  of  November,  1836,  was 
$63,075  93 ;  making  one  hundred  thirty  -five  thousand 
three  hundred  twenty-seven  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents, 
being  the  whole  amount  received  for  transportation  on 
the  road  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the  same  up  to 
the  30th  November,  1836.  From  this  sum,  the  first  divi- 
dend of  eighteen  dollars  seventy-five  cents  on  each  share 
was  paid  on  twenty-four  hundred  shares,  on  the  first  day 
of  February,  1836;  and  a  second  dividend  of  ten  dollars 
on  each  share  was  paid  on  three  thousand  shares,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  August,  1836, — making  the  whole  amount  of 
dividends  paid  to  this  date,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars; 
which  sum  being  deducted  from  the  amount  above  stated, 
received  for  transportation,  leaves  a  balance  yet  undivided 
of  sixty  thousand  three  hundred  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
twenty-two  cents. 

From  the  reports  and  accounts  exhibited  by  the  treasu- 
rer, at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  this  day,  it 
appears  that  we  have  the  means  of  extending  our  second 
track  of  rails  to  the  Andover  road  turn-out,  in  Wilming- 
ton, and  no  farther.     If  it  is  desired  to  continue  the  same 
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to  Lowell,  we  shall  require  an  addition  to  our  capital  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  TILDEN,  1 
P.  T.  JACKSON,       I   n.      , 
WM.  APPLETON,     {  JJirecwrs' 
GEO.  W.  PRATT,   J 

Boston,  Jan.  4,  1837. 


Suffolk  ss. — Citv  of  Boston,  Jan.  4,  1837.  Per- 
sonally appeared  the  above  named  Joseph  Tilden,  P.  T. 
Jackson,  Wm.  Appleton,  and  Geo.  W.  Pratt,  Esqrs.,  and 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement,  by 
them  severally  subscribed. 

Before  me, 

HENRY  CLARK,  Notary  Public. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  BOSTON  AND  PROVIDENCE 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


1836. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road 
Corporation,  do  hereby  respectfully  make  their  Fifth 
Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and 
expenditures  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  16th  April  last,  for 
increasing  the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  hav- 
ing been  accepted  by  the  stockholders,  the  directors  have 
caused  fifteen  hundred  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
being  a  part  of  said  increased  capital,  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  stockholders,  with  the  exception  of  thirty-two 
shares,  arising  from  fractional  parts  not  subscribed  for,  but 
which  are  ordered  to  be  sold,  and  the  whole  amount  of 
the  shares  so  apportioned  has  been  paid  in  to  the  treas- 
urer. 

The  directors  have  caused  to  be  erected  during  the 
past  year  a  brick  building,  for  the  storage  of  merchandize, 
at  the  depot  in  Boston,  a  small  passenger-house  at  See- 
konk,  two  additional  houses  with  wells  under  them,  and 
suitable  apparatus  for  raising  and  securing  a  proper  supply 
of  water  for  the  engines  on  the  road,  with  various  other 
works  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  road  in  a  proper 
manner. 

They  have  increased  the  number  of  locomotive  engines 
to  eleven,  and  made  arrangements  for  procuring  such  an 


20  BOSTON  &  PROV.  R.  R.  COR.  Feb 

additional  supply  of  merchandize  and  passenger  cars,  as 
is  necessary  to  meet  the  exigencies  arising  from  wear  and 
tear,  and  the  increased  wants  of  the  public. 

The  directors  contemplate  laying  a  second  track  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  done  with  a  reasonable  regard  to  economy. 
They  have  deferred  laying  it  solely  on  account  of  the  ex- 
cessive price  of  iron. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  public  a  continued 
line  of  steam-boats  of  the  first  class,  in  which  the  price  of 
passage  and  freight  between  New  York  and  the  southern 
termination  of  the  Providence  Rail-road  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year  should  be  fixed  at  moderate  rates,  this  company, 
on  the  eighteenth  of  March  last,  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  proprietors  of  sundry  steam-boats  in  New  York, 
by  which  the  above  objects  have  been  obtained  and  secur- 
ed for  the  term  of  five  years  from  that  date.  A  copy  of 
this  agreement  was  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature at  the  last  session. 

The  directors  having  varied  the  original  location  of  the 
road  in  sundry  places  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  near  the 
southern  termination,  they  have  caused  a  description  and 
plan  of  the  different  parts  of  the  road  where  said  varia- 
tions were  made,  to  be  filed  with  the  county  commission- 
ers of  said  county,  as  by  law  required. 

The  directors  have  declared  two  dividends  of  four  per 
cent,  each  on  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  $1,650,- 
000, — the  former  on  the  eleventh  of  June  last,  and  the 
latter  on  the  fourteenth  of  December  last,  payable  on  the 
twelfth  of  January,  1837. 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  of  the  corporation  the  last 
year,  viz.  from  December  31st,  1835,  to  December  31st, 
1836,  have  been  as  follows  : 
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From  stockholders,  by  virtue  of  an  as- 
sessment, 150,000 
Less  32  fractional  shares  unsold,  3,200 


From  transportation  of  passengers 

and 

merchandize,  including 

the 

Dedhara 

and  Taunton  branches, 

243,095  62 

From  materials  sold, 

1,538  97 

From  rents, 

870  41 

From  loan  of 

5,000  00 

Less  interest, 

52  50 

$397,252  50 

The  expenditures  of  the  corporation  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 
Expenses  of  transportation,  including  salaries 

of  officers  and  other  incidental  charges,         107,512  60 
Construction,  including  erection  of  buildings, 

cost  of  locomotive   engines,  and  all  other 

incidental  charges,  220,468  66 

Dividend  paid  July  5th,  1836,  66,000  00 


#393,981  26 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  F.  LORING,         \ 
JOSEPH  W.  REVERE,  I  n.     , 
WILLIAM  WOOLSEY,    \Virectors* 
JAMES  G.  KING,  J 
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On  this  25th  January,  1837.— Sworn  by  William  W. 
Woolsey  and  James  G.  King. 

Before  me, 

WILLIAM  H.  MAXWELL, 

Massachusetts  Commissioner. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk,  ss. — Jan.  18th,  1837.  Then  John  F.  Lor- 
ing  and  Joseph  W.  Revere  severally  made  oath  that  the 
foregoing  statement  by  them  subscribed  was  true,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  PICKERING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss.  By  this  public  in- 
strument, be  it  known,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
I,  William  H.  Maxwell,  Commissioner,  in  and  for  the 
Sate  of  New  York,  and  resident  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
duly  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  and  authorized  by  law  to  take 
the  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  letters  of  attorney,  mort- 
gages, contracts,  or  other  writings  under  seal,  with  full 
power  and  authority  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations, 
and  to  take  depositions,  &c«,  do  hereby  certify,  that  on 
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the  25th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  before  me,  said  commissioner, 
personally  appeared  William  W.  Woolsey  and  James  G. 
King,  and  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did 
depose  and  say,  that  the  facts  and  circumstances  men- 
tioned and  contained  in  the  annexed,  signed  by  them,  are 
in  all  respects  just  and  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

In  testimony  whereof,  1   have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

WILLIAM  H.  MAXWELL, 

Massachusetts  Commissioner, 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  BOSTON  AND  WORCESTER 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


1837. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and    Worcester   Rail-road 
Corporation  respectfully  report, 

That  since  the  date  of  their  last  annual  report,  they 
have  extended  the  said  Rail-road,  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
from  Washington-street  across  Front-street  and  through 
the  South  Cove,  to  Beach-street,  and  at  the  intersection 
of  Beach-street  with  Lincoln-street,  have  erected  a  build- 
ing for  the  reception  of  passenger  cars,  and  the  accom- 
modation of  passengers.  This  building  is  intended  to 
constitute  the  permanent  termination  of  the  rail-road  in 
Boston,  and  from  it  the  trains  of  passenger  cars  regular- 
ly take  their  departure.  They  have  also  erected  another 
building  in  the  South  Cove,  near  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  harbor,  from  which  it  is  intended  the  freight  trains 
shall  take  their  departure,  as  soon  as  the  store  houses,  to 
be  erected  near  it,  shall  be  completed.  The  building  of 
these  store  houses  is  commenced,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
proceed  in  the  work  early  in  the  approaching  spring,  and 
as  soon  as  they  are  completed,  to  transfer  to  them  the 
business  of  receiving  and  discharging  merchandize,  trans- 
ported on  the  rail-road.  The  vicinity  of  these  stores  to 
navigable  water,  and  to  a  wharf  belonging  to  the  corpo- 
ration, will  render  the  situation  a  very  convenient  depot, 
for  many  descriptions  of  merchandize  transported  on  the 
road.  During  the  past  season,  some  further  work  has 
been  done,   along  the   rail-road,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
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pleting  and   preserving  the   drains,  supporting  the  banks, 
and  ensuring  greater  durability  to  the  road. 

The  road  is  at  present  in  good  condition,  and  it  has 
sustained  no  material  injury,  or  interruption,  the  present 
winter,  from  frost  or  snow.  A  branch  rail-road,  to  lead 
from  the  main  road  in  Grafton,  near  the  New-England 
village,  to  Millbury,  has  been  located,  and  is  partly  grad- 
ed, and  it  is  expected  to  be  in  readiness,  for  laying  down 
the  rails,  early  in  the  ensuing  summer.  It  will  terminate 
in  a  central  part  of  the  village  of  Millbury,  near  the 
Blackstone  Canal. 

The  passenger  and  freight  cars,  drawn  by  locomotive 
engines,  have  been  running  regularly,  for  the  conveyance 
of  passengers  and  freight,  through  the  past  year. 

The  passenger  cars  have  made  two  trips  daily  from 
Boston  to  Worcester,  and  the  same  number  returning, 
through  the  year,  and  during  the  summer  three  trips, 
stopping  at  each  trip,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
in  the  reception  and  discharge  of  passengers  at  ten  places 
between  Boston  and  Worcester.  The  freight  trains  have 
usually  made  one  or  more  trips  each  way  daily,  and  are 
despatched  as  often  as  the  quantity  of  merchandize  to  be 
transported  requires. 

It  is  now  two  years  and  nine  months,  since  the  Rail- 
road was  first  partially  opened  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  and  a  year  and  a  half  since  it  was  opened 
from  Boston  to  Worcester.  Within  the  first  named  peri- 
od, there  have  been  transported  on  the  road  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  passengers.  The  directors,  feeling  the 
responsibility  of  being  entrusted  temporarily  with  the  care 
of  so  many  human  lives,  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
adopt  every  precaution  which  the  novelty  of  the  mode  of 
conveyance  would  admit  of,  for  the  safety  of  the  persons 
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so  confided  to  them,  as  well  as  of  persons  travelling  on 
the  common  roads.  They  had  to  this  end  adopted,  sub- 
stantially, all  the  regulations  which  have  been  prescribed 
by  law,  before  they  had  been  exacted  by  the  Legislature, 
as  well  as  such  others  as  experience  has  suggested  to  be 
useful ;  and  they  have  endeavored  to  give  efficacy  to  these 
regulations,  by  entrusting  the  execution  of  them  to 
skilful,  discreet,  and  prudent  agents,  and  by  maintaining 
a  system  of  constant  and  careful  supervision.  They  have 
the  satisfaction  to  state,  that,  during  the  whole  period 
above  mentioned,  no  passenger  on  the  road  has,  by  any 
accident  or  negligence,  sustained  any  personal  injury,  and 
no  traveller  on  the  public  roads  has  sustained  personal 
injury  by  being  brought  in  contact  with  any  of  the  trains 
on  the  road,  except  in  consequence  of  a  want  of  care  on 
the  part  of  the  person  injured.  These  facts  the  directors 
conceive  to  be  deserving  of  notice,  as  tending  to  show 
that  this  mode  of  travelling  notwithstanding  the  inexperi- 
ence under  which  it  was  recently  commenced,  and  not- 
withstanding the  rapid  speed  attained  by  it,  is  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  as  being  equal  at  least,  in 
point  of  safety,  to  any  other  mode  which  has  yet  been 
practised. 

The  amount  of  receipts  for  the  fare  of  passengers  from 
January  1  to  December  31,  1836,  was  $120,792  24. 
The  amount  received  for  freight  in  the  same  period  was 
$59,781  42.  These  sums,  with  $2,612  37  received  for 
rents  and  interest,  constitute  the  gross  income  for  the 
year,  amounting  to  $183,286  03.  To  this  is  to  be  added, 
$1,272  67,  the  amount  of  surplus  over  the  dividend  of 
January  5,  1836,  making  the  sum  of  $184,558  70. 

The  current  expenses  during  the  year,  including  the 
cost  of  transportation,  the  wear  and  repairs  of  engines  and 
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cars,  and  the  repairs  of  the  road,  amount  to  $103,673  70. 
The  whole  receipts  of  the  corporation  to  the  present  time, 
exclusive  of  income,  amount  to  $1,577,546  23. 

The  expenditures  to  the  present  date,  exclusive  of  ex- 
penses of  transportation,  repairs  and  wear  of  cars  and  en- 
gines, and  repairs  of  road,  amount  to  $1,582,793  58. 

A  dividend  of  five  per  cent,  for  the  jear  1836,  on  the 
capital  stock,  has  been  declared,  payable  on  the  20th  inst. 
amounting  to  $75,000. 

As  soon  as  the  freight  depot,  in  Boston,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  situation  designed  for  it  in  the  south  cove, 
and  the  depots  of  the  Western  and  Norwich  rail-roads,  in 
Worcester,  adjoining  this  road,  shall  be  definitely  estab- 
lished, the  corporation  will  have  a  considerable  tract  of 
surplus  land,  both  in  Boston  and  in  Worcester,  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  be  applied  to  liqui- 
dating the  debts  now  due,  and  defraying  the  expenses  yet 
to  be  incurred,  in  completing  the  works  now  in  contem- 
plation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATHAN  HALE, 
DAVID  HENSHAW, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 
ELIPHALET  WILLIAMS, 
GEORGE  MOREY, 
DANIEL  DENNY, 
NATH'L  HAMMOND. 

Boston,  Jan.  17,  1837. 
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Suffolk  ss.  City  of  Boston,  Jan.  24,  1837. — Per- 
sonally appeared  the  above  named  Nathan  Hale,  David 
Henshaw,  John  Bryant,  Eliphalet  Williams,  George  Mo- 
rey,  Daniel  Denny  and  Nathaniel  Hammond,  and  made 
oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  report,  by  them  seve- 
rally subscribed,  before  me, 

ZEBEDEE  COOK,  Jr. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE 


EASTERN    RAIL-ROAD  COMPANY 


1837. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate, 

and  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  respect- 
fully make  their  first  Report,  as  follows : 

That  shortly  after  their  election  by  said  company,  they 
proceeded  to  organize  their  board,  by  the  choice  of  a 
president,  treasurer  and  clerks.  They  then  proceeded  in 
engaging  the  services  of  an  engineer  for  the  construction 
of  the  road.  Proposals  have  since  been  issued,  and  con- 
tracts entered  into,  for  grading  all  that  part  of  the  road 
from  the  city  of  Boston  to  near  the  city  of  Salem,  in  sev- 
eral sections,  and  also  for  two  sections  of  the  road  in  or 
near  the  town  of  Ipswich. 

The  grading  of  the  road  was  commenced  at  East  Bos- 
ton, on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July  last,  and  consider- 
able labor  has  been  expended,  and  progress  made  upon  all 
the  sections  under  contract,  and  upon  several  of  them  the 
work  is  still  continued,  though  upon  some  of  them  it  has 
been  suspended.  Materials  for  the  road,  bridges,  &c. 
have  been  in  many  cases  procured. — The  section  nearest 
Salem,  upon  which  any  labor  has  yet  been  done,  termi- 
nates near  Castle  Hill,  so  called,  within  the  limits  of  that 
city.  Between  this  terminus  and  the  compact  part  of  the 
city,  the  road  has  not  been  commenced,  from  the  circum- 
stance, that  an  application  to  the  county  commissioners 
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for  an  alteration   in  the  location  of  this  part  of  the  road 
has  been  very  recently  determined. 

An  application  will  be  made  to  your  honorable  bodies, 
for  an  act  confirming  the  decree  or  order  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  this  behalf. 

The  opening  of  spring  is  anticipated  as  the  time  for 
urging  the  work,  particularly  on  that  part  of  the  road  be- 
tween Boston  and  Salem,  with  a  view  of  getting  in  ope- 
ration this  section  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  company  have  determined  to  petition  your  honor- 
able bodies,  for  a  farther  time  than  that  limited  by  the 
charter,  to  complete  that  part  of  the  road  between  Salem 
and  Newburyport,  or  the  New  Hampshire  line. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  company  which 
owned  the  ferry  between  Boston  and  East  Boston,  for 
uniting  that  ferry  with  the  ferry  of  the  rail-road,  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  and  merchandize  from  the 
proposed  terminus  of  the  track  at  East  Boston  to  the  pro- 
posed depot  within  the  city. 

From  the  books  of  the  treasurer  it  appears,  that  the 
receipts  of  the  company  from  the  stockholders,  by  virtue 
of  sundry  assessments  upon  the  stock,  have  been 

$172,515  00 

The  receipts  from  other  sources  have  been      2,958  27 


$175,473  27 


The  expenditures,  for  labor  in  grading  the 
road,  materials  for  bridges,  &c,  purchases  on 
account  of  ferry  arrangements,  lands  pur- 
chased and  land  damages,  and  other  miscella- 
neous expenditures,  have  been  $143,217  02 
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This  account  is  made  up  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  PEABODY, 

ROB.  G.  SHAW, 

FRANCIS  J.  OLIVER, 

L.  THORNDfKE,  f    Directors  of 

ISAIAH  BREED,  >  the  Eastern 

PYAM  LOVETT,  (  Rail-road  Co. 

STEPHEN  A.  CHASE, 

DANIEL  TREADWELL, 

SAMUEL  S.  LEWIS, 

Boston,  Feb.  1,  1837. 


Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  Feb.  1,  1837.  Then  George 
Peabody,  pres.,  Robert  G.  Shaw,  Francis  J.  Oliver,  Lar- 
kin  Thorndike,  Pyam  Lovett,  Daniel  Treadwell,  Samuel 
S.  Lewis,  appeared,  and  severally  made  oath,  and  Isaiah 
Breed  and  Stephen  A.  Chase  affirmed,  that  the  statement 
aforesaid  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge and  belief. 

Before  me, 

JNO.  M.  FESSENDEN,  Justice  Peace. 


SECOND  ANNUAL    REPORT 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE   FALL  RIVER 


MILL-ROAD,  RAIL-ROAD  &  FERRY  COMPANY. 


1837. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  in  session,  January,  1837. 

The  undersigned,  Directors  of  the  Fall  River  Mill- road, 
Rail-road  and  Ferry  Company,  do  hereby  make  their 
second  annual  [Report  of  their  acts  and  doings  under 
the  act  of  incorporation,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  this  Common- 
wealth, requiring  such  reports. 

The  depression  in  the  price  of  rail-road  stocks,  and  the 
great  embarrassment  in  the  "  money  market,"  induced  a 
suspension  of  all  operations,  excepting  some  re-surveys 
and  calculations,  deemed  necessary  as  preliminary  meas- 
ures, to  ascertain  facts  considered  important  to  be  known, 
previous  to  a  final  location  and  actual  commencement  of 
construction. 

These  re-surveys  and  estimates  have  been  progressing 
during  the  past  season,  under  the  superintendan.ee  and 
by  the  personal  services  of  a  civil  engineer — Mr.  S.  B. 
Cushing,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  are  nearly  completed. 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury,  from  assessments 
upon  the  capital  stock,  have  been  $522  00.  The  pay- 
ments from  the  treasury,  by  order  of  the  directors,  have 
been  only  $140  16.  Considerable  advances  have  been 
made  by  individual  members  of  the  corporation,  to  defray 
contingent  expenses,  in  aid  of  the  former  survey  and  pre- 
sent re-survey  and  estimates,  which  have  not  been  audit- 
ed. And  there  are  some  outstanding  claims  for  incidental 
charges,  incurred  in  forwarding  the  objects  of  the  com- 
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pany,  that  remain  to  be  liquidated,  which  are  almost  ex- 
clusively due  to  members  of  the  corporation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AND'W  ROBESON, 
M.  H.  RUGGLES, 
HARVEY  CHASE. 


January  19,  1837. 


Bristol  ss.  Jan.  19,  1837.  Then  Micah  H.  Ruggles 
appeared,  and  made  oath  that  the  annexed  statement  was 
true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief; 
and   Andrew  Robeson  and   Harvey  Chace  each  affirmed 


to  the  same  thing. 


Before  me, 

JAMES  FORD,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS  OF  THE  NORWICH  AND  WORCESTER 
RAIL-ROAD  COMPANY. 

1837. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  Gene- 
ral Court  assembled,  in  January,  1 837  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
Company,  submit  the  following  Report. 

Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut,  passed  in  1832,  a  company  was  organized, 
with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  rail-road  from  the  city  of  Norwich  through 
that  state  in  a  direction  towards  the  city  of  Boston. 

To  give  effect  to  the  object  of  opening  a  channel  of 
communication  through  an  important  section  of  Connec- 
ticut to  Boston,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in 
1833  incorporated  a  company  with  a  capital  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  with  authority  to  construct  a  rail- 
road from  the  termination  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  at  Worcester  to  meet  the  road  from  Norwich 
at  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  states.  By  a  joint 
act  of  the  Legislatures  of  both  states,  passed  at  their  ses- 
sions in  January  and  May  last,  the  two  companies  were 
united,  and  now  constitute  one  corporation. 

In  presenting  their  first  report  to  your  honorable  body, 
the  directors  ask  leave  to  make  some  general  statements 
in  regard  to  the  important  work  committed  to  their 
charge. 

The  route  selected  for  the  road  is  from  Norwich  by 
the  bank  of  the  Shetucket  river  three  miles  to  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Quinebaug — thence  by  the  bank  of  the  Qui- 
nebaug  river  through  the    towns  of  Lisbon,    Griswold, 
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Plainfield,  Brooklyn,  Killingly  and  Thompson  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  thence  through  Dudley,  Webster  and  Oxford, 
in  the  valley  of  the  French  river,  to  the  summit  in  Ward. 
At  this  point  the  route  follows  a  branch  of  the  Blackstone 
river  which  empties  at  Worcester. 

The  very  direct  course  of  these  streams,  and  the  known 
favorable  features  of  the  country,  have,  from  time  to  time, 
for  years  past,  awakened  public  attention  to  the  facility 
and  importance  of  constructing  a  canal  or  rail-road  from 
the  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound  at  Norwich,  to  the  ex- 
tensive and  flourishing  county  of  Worcester.  Three  sur- 
veys have  been  made  of  this  region  for  different  purposes. 
The  first  was  in  the  year  1824,  with  the  view  of  procur- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  laws  of  Connecticut  in  relation  to 
the  fisheries  on  these  rivers,  which  prohibited  the  erec- 
tion of  dams  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  of  bringing 
into  use  this  immense  unemployed  water  power.  This 
survey  ascertained  two  facts  : — 1.  That  the  county  was 
in  every  respect  favorable  for  the  construction  of  a  canal 
or  rail-road — and  2.  That  there  was  an  amount  of  water- 
power  on  the  Shetucket  and  Quinebaug  rivers  alone,  suf- 
ficient to  carry  at  least  500,000  spindles. 

The  second  of  these  surveys  was  made  by  Col.  James 
F.  Baldwin,  an  engineer  of  experience  and  reputation, 
with  great  minuteness  and  care.  By  his  report,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  average  elevation  from  Norwich  to  the 
Massachusetts  line  was  but  7  74-100  feet  per  mile,  and  no 
difficult  elevations  to  overcome.  A  favorable  charter  was 
granted  to  a  company  for  the  construction  of  this  canal, 
but  before  any  measures  were  adopted  to  avail  themselves 
of  these  facilities,  the  superior  advantages  of  rail-roads 
became  known,  and  led  the  friends  of  the  canal  to  prefer 
that  mode  of  communication. 
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The  third  survey  was  made  expressly  for  a  rail-road,  in 
1832,  by  Capt.  Swift,  of  the  U.  S.  Top.  Engineers,  by 
which  the  favorable  results  of  the  previous  surveys  are 
fully  confirmed. 

In  addition,  however,  to  these  surveys,  the  engineers 
of  the  company,  during  nearly  two  years  past,  have  been 
constantly  employed  in  the  most  minute  and  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  country.  Every  proposed  route  or  por- 
tion of  a  route  has  been"  surveyed,  and  the  whole  country 
in  the  vicinity  so  fully  and  accurately  explored,  that  there 
is  no  doubt,  that  of  quite  a  number  of  extremely  eligible 
routes,  the  best  one  has  been  selected.  By  this  route 
the  whole  length  of  the  road  from  the  depot  of  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  Rail-road  at  Worcester,  to  the  depot  in 
Norwich,  is  59  miles.  The  total  elevation  of  the  summit 
of  the  route  in  Ward  is  552  feet  above  tide — distributed 
over  a  distance  of  51  \  miles.  The  descent  from  the 
summit  to  the  valley  of  the  Blackstone  river,  94  feet  in 
a  distance  of  6  35-100  miles,  and  the  rise  from  thence 
to  the  termination  at  Worcester,  13  feet  in  a  distance 
of  1  4-100  miles — giving  an  average  inclination  over  the 
whole  distance  of  only  1 1  feet  per  mile,  and  the  maximum 
grade  does  not  exceed  twenty  feet  per  mile — while  the 
curves  are  of  a  radius  of  from  3,000  to  12,000  feet — ex- 
cepting in  the  vicinity  of  Norwich,  where,  from  the  ab- 
rupt bends  of  the  river,  it  was  found  that  several  curves 
of  1000  feet  radius  would  be  required. 

From  all  these  surveys  it  was  also  ascertained,  that  the 
nature  of  the  soil  and  the  face  of  the  country  were  highly 
favorable  to  the  construction  of  a  rail- road,  and  that  the 
materials  of  wood,  stone  and  gravel,  were  found  to  be 
abundant  on  the  borders  of  the  route. 
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Such  are  the  facilities  furnished  by  the  physical  struc- 
ture of  the  country  and  by  legislative  enactments. 

To  those  conversant  with  the  county,  it  is  well  known 
that  this  rail-road  passes  through  a  section  populous,  fer- 
tile and  wealthy,  and  abounding  in  manufactures  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  With 
a  map  of  New  England  and  the  tables  of  population,  any 
one  can  readily  see  the  large  and  dense  population  of  the 
country  which  will  be  accommodated — not  less  at  the 
lowest  estimate  than  500,000.  From  the  information 
collected  with  great  care,  under  the  direction  of  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  in  1832,  it  appears  that  there 
were  then  in  the  State  of  Connecticut  cotton  manufacto- 
ries, containing  141,051  spindles,  of  which,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Windham  and  New  London  there  were  106,229 — 
being  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  entire  cotton  manu- 
factures of  Connecticut  in  these  two  counties,  through 
the  heart  of  which  this  rail-road  passes — and  the  county 
of  Worcester  is  no  less  distinguished  for  the  magnitude 
and  number  of  its  cotton  mills. 

In  the  year  1834,  by  a  personal  examination  of  a  part 
of  the  route  between  Worcester  and  Norwich,  there  were 
found  within  five  miles  of  it,  75  cotton  and  27  woollen 
mills,  and  extensive  manufactories  of  iron,  paper,  &lc.  It 
was  subsequently  ascertained,  that  in  this  examination 
a  number  of  mills  were  omitted,  which  with  those  since 
erected,  would  swell  the  number  to  140.  There  were 
also  found  between  Worcester  and  Norwich,  and  not  in- 
cluding either  place,  100  stores. 

In  addition  to  manufacturing  facilities,  the  resources 
of  the  counties  of  New  London  and  Windham  in  mineral 
building  materials  are  very  great,  and  are  stated  by  Pro- 
fessor Mather,  of  West  Point,  to  be  "  inexhaustible."     A 
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very  accurate  geological  survey  of  these  counties  was 
made  by  him,  and,  in  a  letter  on  this  subject,  he  remarks, 
that  in  Killingly,  and  within  two  miles  of  the  line  of  our 
road,  "  building  and  flagging  stones  of  the  very  best  qual- 
ity, and  in  any  desired  quantities,  may  be  obtained.  I 
think  them  decidedly  better  than  the  Bolton  flagging 
stone,  because  they  have  a  more  even  surface,  and  are 
harder,  while  they  at  the  same  time  are  as  easily  quarried 
and  broken  into  the  proper  shape.  The  stone  are  very 
conveniently  situated  for  quarrying,  on  the  side  of  a  hill — 
can  be  got  of  10  and  15  feet  square,  if  desired,  and  from 
2  to  6  inches  or  a  loot  in  thickness.  The  surface  of  the 
stone  is  very  smooth  and  flat,  and  will  wear  a  long  time. 
One  of  the  quarries  has  been  wrought  to  some  extent. 
The  stones  were  mostly  transported  to  Providence  ;  some 
used  there  (in  flagging  the  arcade),  and  some  sent  to  oth- 
er places — but  the  expense  of  transporting  them  for  more 
than  twenty  miles,  over  rough  roads,  must  have  been  so 
great  as  to  reduce  the  profits  very  much.  Good  brick 
earth  is  found  in  many  places  convenient  to  the  rail-road 
route,  and  the  demand  for  brick  is  such  as  to  give  some 
revenue  to  a  rail-road. "  These  statements  are  fully  con- 
firmed by  Professors  Percival  and  Shepard,  who  have 
been  recently  employed  in  a  geological  survey  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  under  the  authority  of  its  Legisla- 
ture. 

We  quote  thus  at  length  the  opinion  of  Professor  Ma- 
ther, both  on  account  of  the  importance  of  this  subject, 
and  his  high  reputation  as  a  geologist.  The  amount  an- 
nually paid  for  the  transportation  of  flagging  stone,  from 
the  Bolton  quarries,  to  which  he  refers,  to  Hartford,  is 
not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars.  And  the  transporta- 
tion of  these  stones  has  been  considered  an  object  of  suf- 
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ficient  importance,  to  lead  to  a  survey  of  a  route  for  a 
rail-road  from  Bolton  to  Hartford,  and  procuring  a  charter 
from  the  Legislature  for  its  construction. 

The  allusion  which  is  made  to  the  supply  of  brick 
earth,  is  of  no  trifling  importance,  as  the  abundant  supply 
of  suitable  earth  for  that  article,  immediately  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  rail-road  route,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  value 
to  the  rail-road  as  an  article  of  transport,  and  to  the 
towns  on  the  route,  which  now  obtain  a  large  proportion 
of  their  brick  from  Hartford.  The  quantity  of  ship  tim- 
ber, ship  plank,  and  other  kinds  of  timber,  which  are 
commonly  brought  to  Norwich  to  be  shipped  to  New 
York  and  other  markets,  is  already  very  great,  and  the 
more  extensive  country  opened  by  this  rail-road,  and  the 
facility  of  transport  furnished  by  it,  would  lead  to  a  trans- 
portation of  many  thousand  tons  annually.  It  is  well 
known,  too,  that  anthracite  coal  is  used  to  a  very  great 
extent  by  manufacturing  establishments,  situated  at  con- 
siderable distance  from  water  carriage,  on  account  of  its 
greater  safety  from  fire,  and  the  diminished  premium  of 
insurance.  There  are  thousands  of  tons  of  this  article, 
now  annually  used  by  the  different  mills  on  the  borders 
of  this  route,  and  yet  comparatively  few  are  thus  supplied. 
That  it  would  greatly  increase  and  furnish  profitable  em- 
ployment for  a  rail-road,  cannot  be  doubted.  We  might 
detail  many  other  facts,  showing  the  very  great  increase 
of  transportation,  arising  from  increased  facilities,  and 
there  are  doubtless  many  branches  of  business  which  we 
cannot  now  anticipate,  which  will  be  developed  by  a  rail- 
road communication,  and  made  available  to  its  support. 

But  in  addition  to  the  transportation  from  towns  on  the 
immediate  borders  of  the  route,  we  may  safely  and  fairly 
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anticipate  a  very  large  amount  from  other  towns  in  Con- 
necticut, and  in  the  county  of  Worcester. 

It  is  also  very  evident,  that  this  is  not  an  isolated  road. 
Uniting  as  it  will  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road, 
now  in  successful  operation,  and  with  the  great  Western 
Rail-road,  that  will  soon  be  completed,  very  many  advan- 
tages will  be  derived  and  imparted.  The  business  of  ev- 
ery road  increases  geometrically  as  it  is  extended,  and  rail- 
roads thus  uniting  are  of  very  great  mutual  benefit. 

In  regard  to  transportation  of  merchandize,  &c.  there 
is  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  it  will  equal  our 
highest  anticipations,  and,  like  all  similar  undertakings, 
greatly  increase  the  business  upon  its  line. 

In  respect  to  passengers — we  cannot  profess,  for  it  is 
impossible,  to  give  precise  and  particular  statements  as  to 
the  number  with  any  attainable  accuracy.  But  there  are 
some  known  facts,  and  such  considerations  as  will  shew 
that  there  are  very  few  routes  in  this  country  which  pro- 
mise so  abundant  a  support  for  passengers. 

1.  The  local  travelling  of  this  route,  we  may  safely 
say,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  rail-road  route,  of  the  same 
extent,  in  this  country.  There  is  none  more  populous, 
than  a  belt  of  ten  miles  wide  from  Worcester  to  Norwich. 
In  addition  to  this,  there  are  no  people  in  the  world,  more 
locomotive  than  the  manufacturing  population  of  New 
England.  Experience  has  fully  proved,  that  the  local  busi- 
ness of  any  long  line  of  communication  is  its  main  source 
of  income.  It  always  exceeds  the  estimates  made  of  it. 
On  the  New  York  Canal,  from  the  time  of  its  comple- 
tion to  the  year  1830,  thirty-nine-fortieths  of  the  receipts 
from  freight  and  passengers,  was  for  the  local  business, 
that  is,  for  persons  and  goods  landed  or  taken  on  board  at 
intermediate  places  between  Albany  and  Buffalo.     These 
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results  surprise  those  who  anticipated,  as  many  did,  that 
the  main  support  would  he  from  the  immense  countries 
bordering  upon  the  great  lakes.  On  the  Hudson  river, 
between  Albany  and  New  York,  the  number  of  passen- 
gers taken  on  board  or  landed  at  some  intermediate  places 
between  the  two  cities,  greatly  exceeds  the  number  pass- 
ing through  the  entire  route.  It  is  the  regular,  constant, 
continued  support  furnished  from  the  borders  of  the  route 
which  does  and  always  must  support  any  long  line  of 
communication  ;  and  this  will  be  enjoyed  by  this  rail-road 
in  an  eminent  degree,  and  will  itself  furnish  a  most  am- 
ple business. 

This  road  will  furnish  a  most  eligible  route  between 
Boston  and  New  York.  The  distance  from  Boston  to 
Worcester  and  thence  to  Norwich,  is  one  hundred  and 
two  miles ;  and  thence  by  steam-boat  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  to  New  York.  Passengers  may  be  carried 
by  this  route  from  Boston  to  New  York  in  less  than  six- 
teen hours.  They  will  pass  through  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  beautiful  sections  of  the  country,  within  nearly 
the  same  time  as  by  way  of  Providence,  and  it  will  un- 
doubtedly receive  a  liberal  share  of  the  direct  travel  be- 
tween the  two  cities. 

By  means  of  the  Western  Rail-road  to  Albany,  the 
immense  trade  of  the  Western  States  will  be  opened  to 
New  England,  and  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  road  will 
afford  the  most  direct  and  expeditious  channel  for  the 
large  amount  of  this  trade  to  and  from  the  populous 
country  east  of  the  Connecticut  valley,  which  now  takes 
other  directions. 

The  Congress  of  the  U.  States  have  granted  liberal 
appropriations  for  the  deepening  the  channel  of  the  river 
Thames,  in  order  to  open  a  ship  channel   from   Norwich 
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to  Long  Island  Sound.  Taken  in  connection  with  the 
Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road,  this  has  heen  regarded 
as  one  of  those  thoroughfares  promising  to  be  of  great 
national  convenience  in  time  of  peace,  and  of  security  in 
war.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  squadron  under  command 
of  Commodore  Decatur,  consisting  of  two  frigates  and  a 
sloop  of  war,  found  shelter  and  protection  from  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  in  this  river,  and  were  enabled  to  as- 
cend within  three  miles  of  Norwich.  The  work  of  deep- 
ening this  important  arm  of  Long  Island  Sound,  is  com- 
mitted to  Col.  Totten,  of  the  U.  S.  Top.  Engineers, 
and  under  his  direction,  and  very  liberal  appropriation,  is 
now  in  progress,  and  will  be  completed  as  soon  as,  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  our  rail-road  can  be  in 
operation.  In  the  mean  time  there  is  no  difficulty  in  nav- 
igating with  steam-boats  of  the  first  class. 

There  is  one  feature  of  this  route  that  is  thought  to  be 
peculiar  and  greatly  facilitating  the  transportation  of  heavy 
goods,  viz.  :  that  from  the  summit  in  Ward  to  tide  water 
51 J  miles,  is  either  level  or  a  gradual  descent,  in  no  case 
exceeding  20  feet  in  a  mile.  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
adds  greatly  to  its  value  inasmuch  as  the  expenses  of 
transportation  will  be  less  than  on  any  other  road  in  this 
quarter  of  the  country. 

It  will  be  thus  seen,  that  for  what  is  called  local  sup- 
port, the  route  of  this  road  has  already  many  and  superior 
advantages,  with  the  certain  prospect  that  its  mineral  re- 
sources and  unemployed  water  power  will  be  brought 
into  use,  and  thus  greatly  enhance  the  amount  of  trans- 
portation. From  its  location  these  cannot  be  diverted, 
and  they  have  always  been  considered  amply  sufficient 
to  induce  the    construction  of  the   road.      And   as    one 
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route  from  Boston  to  New  York,  will  bear  a  comparison 
with  any  other  in  respect  to  time,  safety  and  comfort. 
According  to  a  report  of  the  Long  Island  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, the  distance  from  Boston  to  Stonington  is  88  miles. 
From  Stonington  to  New  York  is  only  three  miles  less 
than  from  Norwich.  So  that,  on  the  routes  by  the  way 
of  Providence  and  Stonington,  the  saving  in  distance  of  a 
few  miles  is  too  trifling  to  give  any  real  advantage  on 
that  account.  This  route  is  mentioned  from  no  feeling 
of  hostility,  but  because  many  labor  under  wrong  impres- 
sions as  to  the  comparative  distance.  If  one  route  or  the 
other  were  to  be  selected,  it  would  not  be  on  account  of 
the  difference  of  ten  or  even  fifteen  miles  in  a  distance 
of  more  than  two  hundred  miles,  but  other  considera- 
tions, the  accommodations  on  the  route,  the  superior 
scenery  of  the  country,  &c.  would  be  the  operating  mo- 
tives. 

Whatever  advantages  may  be  anticipated  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  rail-road  on  Long  Island,  as  furnishing 
either  the  shortest  or  in  any  respect  the  most  desirable 
route  between  Boston  and  New  York,  this  road  will 
share  them  as  fully  as  any  other.  The  report  of  the 
Long  Island  Rail-road  Company,  states  the  distance  from 
Greenport,  the  termination  of  their  road,  to  Stonington 
to  be  twenty-five  miles,  and  from  New  London  fifteen 
miles.  Norwich  is  but  thirteen  miles  from  New  Lon- 
don, consequently  the  distance  from  Norwich  to  Green- 
port  is  only  twenty-eight  miles.  We  sincerely  hope  that 
the  road  on  Long  Island  will  be  speedily  completed,  not 
doubting  that  it  will  be  of  great  public  advantage  and 
cannot  fail  to  aid  our  enterprize.  It  has,  however,  seem- 
ed to  us,  that  there  might  be  also  a  rail-road  as  advan- 
tageously constructed  to  New   York  or  Connecticut,  as 
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upon  the  Long  Island  shore  of  the  sound.  We  are  not  con- 
versant with  the  peculiar  advantages  of  the  Island  route, 
but  they  certainly  would  |not  supersede  the  propriety  of 
constructing  one  on  the  Connecticut  border  of  the  Sound. 
By  the  report  before  referred  to,  it  appears  that  the  dis- 
tance from  Greenport  to  Brooklyn  is  ninety-seven  miles, 
making  the  whole  distance  to  New  York  by  that  route 
one  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles.  The  distance  from 
Norwich  to  New  York  by  land  does  not  exceed  130. 
The  amount  of  local  support  received  on  the  borders  of 
this  route  would  be  immense  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
crowd  of  passengers  in  the  steam-boats  plying  between 
New  York  and  Norwalk,  Bridgeport,  New  Haven,  Hart- 
ford, New  London  and  Norwich.  The  number  of  pas- 
sengers in  these  boats  cannot  be  less  than  300,000  annu- 
ally. By  this  route  the  inconveniences  of  two  ferries 
would  be  avoided.  The  passage  would  undoubtedly  be 
more  rapid  on  this  continuous  rail-road  than  by  the  Long 
Island  route.  The  country  on  the  borders  of  the  sound 
is  very  favorable,  the  only  impediment  being  a  ferry  of 
50  rods  across  the  Connecticut  river  at  Essex. 

With  these  general  views  of  the  nature  and  resources 
of  the  country  through  which  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  passes — the  directors  would  proceed  to  state 
the  progress  made  in  its  construction. 

The  total  estimated  cost  on  the  completion  of  the  ex- 
perimental surveys  was,  for  the  graduation  and  masonry 
prepared  for  a  single  track,  $457,462 — and  for  a  double 
track,  $599,901 — and  laid  with  an  edge  rail,  including 
all  contingencies,  the  total  expense  for  a  single  track, 
$1,073,119— and  for  a  double  tract,  $1,232,302.  The 
graduation  and  masonry  of  the  first  division  of  the  road  ex- 
tending from  Norwich  to  Jewetts  City,  a  distance  of  nine 
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miles,  embracing  by  far  the  most  difficult  and  expensive 
parts  of  the  route,  was  placed  under  contract  in  the  winter 
of  1835,  and  this  part  of  the  work,  with  the  exception  of 
one  and  a  quarter  miles,  is  entirely  completed  and  pre- 
pared for  the  rails. 

Another  portion  of  the  road,  extending  from  Jewetts 
City  to  the  Providence  and  Hartford  Turnpike,  in  Kil- 
lingly,  and  constituting  the  second  division,  and  embrac- 
ing a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  was  placed  under  contract 
in  the  month  of  October  last,  and  notwithstanding  the 
short  period  that  the  contractors  have  been  employed  up- 
on it,  from  the  energy  with  which  it  has  been  prosecuted 
and  the  favorable  nature  of  the  excavations,  fully  one 
third  part  of  the  graduation  and  masonry  of  this  division 
is  already  finished. 

The  experience  which  has  been  obtained  on  the  por- 
tions of  the  road  completed  or  now  under  contract,  suffices 
to  shew  that  the  original  estimates  of  the  cost  were  based 
on  liberal  data.  The  only  item  that  can  affect  the  cost 
of  the  work  to  any  considerable  extent,  is  the  great  ad- 
vance which  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  rail-road 
iron,  which,  with  the  rail  contemplated,  would  add  $180,- 
000  to  the  estimated  cost. 

The  part  of  the  road  now  under  contract,  which  com- 
prises the  first  twenty-five  miles  contiguous  to  Norwich, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  may  be  readily  com- 
pleted and  opened  for  use  in  the  course  of  the  next  sum- 
mer, and  as  this  part  of  the  route,  besides  the  travel  by 
the  stages  from  Worcester  and  Providence,  which  would 
naturally  fall  into  this  channel,  passes  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
large  number  of  manufacturing  establishments,  the  com- 
pletion of  this  part  of  the  work  would  doubtless  be  a 
source  of  some  return  to  the  stockholders. 
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The  important  and  unexpected  features  of  the  route 
which  the  extended  surveys  developed,  that  the  total  ele- 
vation could  be  readily  overcome  without  requiring  a 
steeper  inclination  on  any  part  than  twenty  feet  per  mile, 
adds  greatly  to  its  value  in  materially  diminishing  the  ex- 
penses of  transportation.  Contracts  for  land  have  been 
obtained  through  the  entire  route,  on  the  most  amicable 
terms.  More  than  three  hundred  contracts  have  been 
executed  with  the  proprietors  on  the  route  of  the  road — 
leaving  but  a  very  small  portion  for  which  releases  have  not 
been  procured,  and  in  relation  to  the  very  few  yet  remain- 
ing the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  legal  measures  is  not  ap- 
prehended, and  the  directors  are  gratified  to  be  able  to 
report,  that  the  most  cordial  and  useful  assistance  has 
been  almost  universally  rendered  by  the  inhabitants  along 
the  whole  route. 

The  stock  of  the  company  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
$1,000,000,  was  at  an  early  period  subscribed,  and  three 
instalments,  amounting  to  $15  per  share,  have  been  paid. 
On  the  stock  in  the  Massachusetts  part  of  the  road,  no 
payments  have  been  made,  and  the  same,  being  4000 
shares  of  $100  each,  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
pany. 

By  the  acts  of  the  two  States  uniting  these  corpora- 
tions, passed  in  January  and  May  last,  the  accounts  of  the 
company  are  required  to  be  audited  and  apportioned  be- 
tween the  two  before  being  reported  to  the  Legislature. 
One  only  of  the  commissioners  has  been  appointed,  and  the 
time  has  not  arrived  when  by  law  such  a  report  is  requir- 
ed to  be  made,  but  it  will  be  submitted  in  detail  as  soon 
as  they  shall  have  acted  upon  them. 

They  can,  however,  state  that  the  expenditures  of  the 
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company  to  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  have  been  $165,- 
688  86. 

The  contractors  on  the  road  are  prosecuting  the  con- 
struction of  it  with  great  energy,  and  have  now  employed 
nearly  500  men. 

The  directors  have  esteemed  it  due  to  the  company 
which  they  represent,  and  to  the  Legislature  to  furnish 
them  in  detail  a  portion  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  this 
road.  During  its  progress  no  event  has  occurred  to  les- 
sen their  confidence  in  the  undertaking,  but  the  more 
thorough  their  examinations  into  the  nature  of  the  work, 
and  the  sources  of  its  income,  the  more  have  they  been 
convinced  of  its  importance  to  the  public  and  eventual 
profit. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Boston,  January  26th,  1 837. 

C.  W.  ROCKWELL,      1 

ASA  CHILD, 

JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL,  }  Directors. 

RUSSELL  HUBBARD,  | 

JOHN  BREED.  J 


SECOND   ANNUAL   REPORT 


DIRECTORS     OF     THE     TAUNTON     BRANCH 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION. 


1837. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration, do  hereby  make  the  Second  Annual  Report  of 
their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Directors  to  the  Le- 
gislature, the  capital  stock  of  this  corporation  has  been 
increased  by  the  creation  of  the  additional  number  of  five 
hundred  shares,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  on  April 
16,  1836.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  July  last, 
a  single  track  of  the  rail-road  was  completed  throughout 
its  entire  extent,  from  Taunton  to  its  junction  with  the 
Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road,  at  Mansfield.  The 
depots  at  each  termination  of  the  rail-road  have  also  been 
finished.    A  portion  of  the  fencing  yet  remains  incomplete. 

In  August  last,  the  rail-road  was  opened  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers,  and  subsequently  for  the  trans- 
portation of  merchandize.  A  contract  was  entered  into 
with  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation, 
by  virtue  of  which,  the  passenger  and  merchandize  cars 
of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  were  trans- 
ported between  Mansfield  and  Boston,  and  Mansfield  and 
Providence,  by  the  locomotives  of  the  former  corporation. 
This  contract  expired  on  January  1,  1837. 

The  receipts  of  the  corporation,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  work  to  January  1,  1837,  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 

Original  capital  stock,  $  150,000  00 

New  capital  stock,  48,600  00 

Interest,  304  02 

Bills  payable,  14,403  99 

Amount  received  of  the  resident  engineer,  225  76£ 
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Income  from  the  transportation  of  passengers,   16,177  95 
Income  from  the  transportation  of  merch.         2,866  52 


Total,  $232,578  24£ 

The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  of  time  have 
been  as  follows  : 

Incidental  expenses  and  engineering,  $2,664  61 
Location  and  survey  account,  696  91 
Graduation  account,  82,271  99 
Land  and  damages,  17,692  95J 
Iron  rails,  plates,  sleepers,  &c.  75,397   19 
Salaries,  5,750  00 
Depots,  engine-house,  &c.  16,730  87 
Cars  and  engine,  15,473  67 
Expenses  of  transportation,  3,999  83 
Amount  paid   the  Boston  and    Providence 
Rail-road  Corporation,  for   their  propor- 
tion of  the  income,  8,821    18 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  and 

of  the  agent,  3,079  04 


Total,  $232,578  24£ 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  B.  WALES,  ] 

J.  K.  MILLS,  n.     . 

JNO.  E.  LORING,      (  directors. 

GEO.  W.  PRATT,     J 

Boston,  Jan.  16,  1837. 

Suffolk,  ss. — January  16,  1837.  Then  personally 
appeared  the  above  named  Thomas  B.  Wales,  John  F. 
Loring,  J.  K.  Mills,  and  G.  W.  Pratt,  and  made  oath 
that  this  report  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief.     Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  the  Directors 
of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation  present  this  their 
First  Annual  Report  to  the  Legislature. 

By  their  act  of  incorporation,  passed  March  15th, 
1833,  their  capital  stock  was  authorized  to  consist  of  not 
less  than  one  nor  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars.  After 
persevering  efforts  in  various  parts  of  this  State,  and  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  subscribed  by  over  2200  individuals,  and  the 
corporation  was  duly  organized  on  January  4th,  1836,  by 
the  choice  of  Thomas  B.  Wales,  William  Lawrence, 
Edmund  Dwight,  Henry  Rice,  John  Henshaw,  Francis 
Jackson,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  Justice  Wfillard  and  George 
Bliss  as  directors. 

The  directors  then  made  choice  of  Thomas  B.  Wales 
as  president,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.  as  treasurer,  and  Ellis 
Gray  Loring  as  clerk,  and  subsequently  appointed  Major 
William  Gibbs  McNeill,  chief  engineer,  Capt.  William 
H.  Swift,  resident  engineer,  a/id  George  Bliss,  agent. 

The  same  organization  was  continued  at  and  after  the 
annual  meeting  in  June  last,  with  the  exception  that 
Messrs.  Lawrence,  Rice  and  Willard  gave  place  in  the 
direction  to  Messrs.  Isaac  C.  Bates,  William  Jackson, 
and  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.,  who  were  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
lature, under  the  law  of  1836,  authorizing  a  subscription 
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by  the  Commonwealth  for  10,000  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  corporation. 

The  engineers  were  instructed  "  to  cause  the  line  be- 
tween Worcester  and  Springfield  to  be  examined  and 
surveyed,  and  to  report  the  results  to  the  board  as  soon 
as  convenient."  Early  in  April  last  they  commenced 
that  service,  and  the  surveys  have  been  conducted  under 
the  personal  direction  of  the  resident  engineer.  The  por- 
tion of  the  line  between  Worcester  and  Brookfield,  being 
about  20  miles,  and  embracing  the  summit  in  Charlton 
and  Spencer,  has  been  found  to  concentrate  the  greatest 
points  of  difficulty  between  Worcester  and  the  Connecticut 
river  ;  and  it  was  soon  apparent  that  in  that  division  much 
more  extended  surveys  were  necessary  than  had  been  an- 
ticipated by  the  directors  or  the  engineers.  Several  in- 
dependent lines  were  run  entirely  through  this  division, 
and  extending  into  these,  very  numerous  cross  lines  were 
surveyed.  Indeed,  the  whole  country  for  several  miles 
broad,  with  all  its  passes  and  ravines  was  most  thoroughly 
examined  by  minute  and  careful  surveys.  These  resulted 
in  a  recommendation,  by  the  engineers,  of  a  route  passing 
from  the  village  of  Worcester,  south  of  New  Worcester, 
through  the  most  northerly  part  of  Ward,  the  village  of 
Clapp-ville,  the  north  part  of  Charlton  and  the  south  part 
of  Spencer,  to  the  five-mile  river,  near  the  East  Brook- 
field  furnace. 

After  personal  examinations  by  the  directors,  this  route 
was  approved  by  them  with  great  unanimity,  and  under 
their  order  it  has  been  definitely  located,  and  the  whole 
distance  of  19J  miles  put  under  contract  for  grading,  up- 
on terms  as  favorable  as  were  anticipated  under  the  esti- 
mates of  the  engineers.  Under  the  care  of  very  efficient 
contractors,  the  grading  has  been  commenced  upon  nearly 
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all  the  sections  of  this  division ;  and  the  directors  have 
entire  confidence  that  the  work  will  be  prosecuted  as 
vigorously  as  the  character  of  it  will  admit. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  find  a  more  direct  and  shorter 
route  from  Worcester  to  Brookfield,  by  a  survey  passing 
north  of  New  Worcester,  and  near  the  Henshaw  Pond,  a 
little  south  of  the  village  of  Leicester,  and  over  Grout's 
Summit,  in  Spencer,  to  Brookfield.  But  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  no  line  feasibly  direct  could  be  there  found 
without  grades  of  from  80  to  110  feet  for  the  distance  of 
about  six  miles ;  and  that  route  was  abandoned. 

The  attention  of  the  board  and  of  the  engineers  was 
also  directed  to  an  entirely  northern  route,  passing  from 
Worcester  through  Rutland  and  the  south  part  of  Barre, 
and  thence  following  the  Ware  and  Chickopee  rivers  to 
Springfield. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters 
running  eastward  from  those  of  the  Connecticut,  extends 
uninterruptedly  from  north  to  south  nearly  or  quite  across 
the  State.  In  the  summer  of  1835,  surveys  were  made 
along  the  summit  o(  this  ridge,  from  Boston,  through 
Leicester  and  Spencer,  to  the  centre  of  Charlton,  and 
direct  surveys  were  made  from  AVorcester,  across  that 
ridge  at  two  points  farther  north,  in  the  town  of  Rutland. 
These  disclosed  the  fact,  that  the  depressions  in  the  ridge 
were  generally  lower  toward  the  south  than  at  the  north. 
Those  in  Rutland  being  608  and  535,  and  those  in  Spen- 
cer and  Charlton  444,  450  and  463  feet  severally  above 
the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  at  Worcester.  The 
route  by  Rutland,  Barre  and  the  Ware  river  would, 
therefore,  pass  a  summit  from  about  115  to  140  feet 
higher  than  the  selected  one  through  Charlton,   and  it 
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was  ascertained   that  the   distance  would  be  more  than 
nine  miles  farther  than  by  the  adopted  line. 

The  line  from  East  Brookfield  to  Stony  Hill,  in  the 
westerly  part  of  Wilbraham,  being  about  27  miles,  has 
also  been  carefully  surveyed.  The  definite  location  hav- 
ing been  ordered  is  now  in  progress,  and  will  be  com- 
pleted in  a  few  days.  It  pursues  the  general  course  of 
the  valley  of  Chickopee  river,  the  surface  of  the  country 
admitting  of  little  or  no  variation  from  it.  This  portion 
of  the  road  will  be  ready  for  grading  on  the  opening  of 
the  spring,  when,  it  is  believed,  the  contracts  may  be  made 
on  more  favorable  terms  than  during  the  past  year,  or  at 
the  present  time. 

Minute  and  careful  surveys  have  also  been  made  upon 
four  different  routes,  from  Stoney  Hill  to  the  Connecticut 
river,  about  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  for  a  sufficient  dis- 
tance westward  of  the  river,  to  ascertain  the  most  favora- 
ble place  for  crossing  it.  These  surveys  with  the  estimates 
upon  them  are  now  before  the  board,  and  the  route  to  the 
river  will  be  selected  and  definitely  located,  as  soon  as 
the  results  of  some  further  investigations,  which  have 
been  ordered,  shall  be  submitted  to  them. 

The  distance  from  the  freight  depot  of  the  Boston 
Company  at  Worcester,  to  the  Connecticut  is  about  54J 
miles.  And  such  is  the  character  of  the  route  westward 
of  East  Brookfield,  that  it  may  easily  be  graded  before 
the  eastern  division  can  be  prepared  for  the  rails. 

Two  separate  surveys  were  made  through  the  village 
of  Palmer  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  circuit  by  the  Chick- 
opee river  at  that  point,  and  obtain  a  shorter  route.  This 
line  was  nearly  two  miles  shorter  than  the  one  adopted, 
but  it  passed  over  an  additional  summit  of  367  feet  above 
the  river  at  Sedgwick's,  and  was  found  not  to  be  reason- 
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ably  practicable  without  a  resort  to  stationary  power. 
There  is  now  between  Worcester  and  the  Connecticut 
river  no  grade  exceeding  fifty  feet  per  mile,  and  the  en- 
tire line  is  free  from  short  curves.  A  route  might  have 
been  selected  with  no  grade  exceeding  42  feet  per  mile, 
but  the  distance  would  have  been  much  increased,  and 
the  line  less  direct.  And  considering  the  present  im- 
provements in  Locomotive  engines,  and  their  power  to 
surmount  higher  grades  than  those  formerly  in  use,  the 
directors  feel  assured,  that  they  have  consulted  the  per- 
manent interests  of  the  corporation,  and  the  convenience 
of  the  public  by  the  selection  of  the  route  now  adopted, 
so  far  as  it  is  decided  upon. 

No  decision  has  yet  been  made  respecting  the  depot 
upon  any  part  of  the  route  with  the  exception  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  depot  at  Worcester  near  the  Merchandize  de- 
pot of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Company.  But  the 
subject  of  depots  along  the  line  will  receive  attention  in 
due  season,  and  probably  within  the  present  or  early  the 
next  year.  And  they  will  be  located  at  points  which  will 
best  accommodate  the  business  of  the  community,  and  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  corporation. 

While  these  operations  have  been  in  progress  east  of 
the  Connecticut,  the  directors  have  not  been  unmindful 
of  forwarding  the  work  westward  of  that  river ;  and  early 
the  last  summer  the  engineers  were  "  instructed  to  cause 
such  examinations  and  surveys  to  be  made  of  the  various 
routes  for  the  road  westward  of  Connecticut  river  as 
would  enable  them  to  report  to  the  board  their  opinion 
of  the  best  route  for  the  location  of  that  part  of  the  road 
as  soon  as  practicable."  These  surveys  were  commenc- 
ed on  the  last  week  in  June,  and,  from  that  time  till  near 
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the  first  of  December,  three  parties  of  engineers  were  in 
the  field  in  the  prosecution  of  them. 

The  attention  of  the  engineers  and  of  the  directors  has 
been  called  to  two  general  routes  west  of  the  river.  The 
northern  one  passes  up  the  VVestfield  great  river  to  Ches- 
ter ;  thence  following  up  the  west  branch  of  that  river  to 
the  summit  ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Connecticut 
and  Jrlousatonic,  in  Washington  ;  thence  through  Hinsdale, 
Dalton,  Pittsfield  and  Richmond  to  the  State  line  in 
West  Stockbridge.  This  route  was  surveyed  by  James 
F.  Baldwin,  in  1828,  under  the  direction  of  the  State,  and 
it  has  been  more  minutely  re-surveyed  by  this  company. 

The  southern  route  passes  from  the  West  part  of  VVest- 
field, through  Otis,  Lee  and  Stockbridge  to  the  State  line 
in  West  Stockbridge.  A  portion  of  the  western  part  only 
of  this  route  was  surveyed  by  Mr.  Baldwin.  In  this  gen- 
eral direction  a  great  variety  of  lines  have  been  surveyed, 
as  well  as  very  many  cross  ones  running  into  the  main 
lines  in  almost  all  directions.  These  surveys  have  spread 
over  the  highlands,  between  the  Connecticut  and  Housa- 
tonic  vallies,  for  the  space  of  more  than  fifteen  miles  broad, 
and  embracing  every  ravine  or  depression  from  Walker's 
Brook,  on  the  turnpike  from  Chester  to  Stockbridge,  very 
nearly  to  the  south  line  of  the  State.  The  distance  from 
the  Westfield  valley,  by  the  shortest  surveyed  line  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  state  is  about  H(ty  miles,  and  the 
engineers  have  caused  surveys  within  that  district  the 
past  season  amounting  to  about  204  miles, 

Other  surveys  have  been  had  west  of  the  river, 

to  the  extent  of  210      " 

Making  a  total  of  surveys  west  of  the  river,      414      " 
Add  surveys  east  of  the  river  the  past  year,      280      " 

Total  surveys  since  April  last,  694     " 
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This  field  work,  so  far  as  it  has  jet  been  ordered  west- 
ward of  the  river,  has  but  just  been  completed,  and  the  maps, 
profiles  and  estimates  of  the  various  lines  are  now  in  pro- 
gress, and  will  be  finished  in  a  few  weeks.  These  alone 
will  justify  any  decisive  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  either 
route.  And,  indeed,  an  inspection  of  these  may  shew  that 
still  farther  examinations  are  advisable  before  any  definite 
direction  is  given  for  the  location  of  the  road.  In  that 
event,  such  additional  surveys  will  be  forthwith  ordered. 

Sufficient  information  is,  however,  already  developed 
to  shew,  that  a  route  may  be  obtained  west  as  well  as 
east  of  the  river,  practically  feasible  for  locomotive  power. 
And  the  directors  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  route 
may  be  determined  upon  sufficiently  early  to  be  defi- 
nitely located,  and  a  portion  or  the  whole  of  it  put  under 
contract  for  grading,  and  the  grading  commenced  the 
present  year,  as  the  interests  of  the  stockholders  may 
recommend. 

The  whole  distance  from  the  Connecticut  to  the  State 
line  will  not  exceed  62|  miles,  and  it  is  hoped  may  be 
somewhat  within  it,  making  the  entire  length  of  the  road 
not  to  exceed  117  miles. 

Two  assessments,  of  five  per  cent,  each,  were  laid 
upon  the  stock  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year,  amount- 
ing upon  30,000  shares  to  $300,000,  the  whole  of  which 
has  been  paid  in,  both  by  the  Commonwealth  and  private 
stockholders  ;  and  the  money  has  been  deposited  on  in- 
terest, as  received,  in  seven  different  banks  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  paid  in 
the  several  sections. 

A  third  instalment  of  $5  per  share  was  payable  on  the 
16th  day  of  January  instant,  and  a  fourth  one  of  the  same 
amount  will  fall  due  on  the  17th  day  of  April  next. 
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The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  corporation  up  to 
the  14th  day  of  January  instant,  are  stated  as  follows  by 
the  treasurer,  viz  : 

1.     Receipts. 
Amount  of  first  and  second  assessments,  300,000  00 

Interest  received,  2,899  77 


#302,399  77 


2.     Expenditures. 
Amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,  9,757  97 
"          "         engineer    department,   in- 
cluding surveys,  30,319  36 
Amount  paid  for  land  damages,  220  00 
Balance  cash  on  hand  Jan.  14th,  1837,  262,602  44 


#302,899  77 


Thus  far  the  directors  have  accomplished  every  thing 
which  they  had  prescribed  for  themselves  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year.  The  line  has  been  surveyed 
from  Worcester  to  the  Connecticut  river,  and  located 
nearly  to  that  point,  and  about  20  miles  of  it  put  under 
contract,  and  is  in  process  of  grading.  All  the  ex- 
perimental surveys  originally  deemed  necessary,  west  of 
the  river,  have  been  completed,  and,  indeed,  they  have 
been  extended  to  double  the  distances  at  first  designed. 
And  the  assessments  have  been  collected  with  a  prompt- 
ness which  is  creditable  to  the  stockholders. 

The  directors  will  only  add,  that  the  results  of  the  past 
years'  operations,  as  thus  delineated,  have  been  most  sat- 
isfactory, and  afford  to  them  and  to  the  stockholders  abun- 
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dant  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  prospect  of  future 
success. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
EDMUND  DWIGHT, 
JOHN  HENSHAVV, 
FRANCIS  JACKSON, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr. 
ROBERT  RANTOUL,  Jr.^ 

Boston,  Jan.  27,  1837. 


Directors. 


Suffolk  ss.     January  27,  1837. 
Sworn  to, 

Before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATIONS 


STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


ttouton: 

DUTTON  AND  WENTWORTH,  STATE  PRINTERS. 

1838. 


(CommontoeaUf)  of  iiiassacfjusett^ 


In  Senate,  Feb.  8,  1838. 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Railways  and  Canals,  to  whom  were  com- 
mitted the  Annual  reports  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell,  the  Boston  and 
Worcester,  the  Boston  and  Providence,  the  Norwich  and  Worcester, 
the  Eastern,  the  Nashua  and  Lowell,  the  Andover  and  Haverhill,  the 
Taunton  Branch,  the  Seekonk  Branch,  and  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Corporations,  report  that  the  same  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Legislature. 

C.  HUDSON. 

In  Senate,  Feb.  8,  1838. 
Read  and  accepted. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

CHA'S  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  9,  183b 

Concurred 

L    S,  CUSHING,  Clerk. 


(Commoutocalti)  of  Jttaaaactmsms* 


In  Senate,  Feb.  8,  1838. 

The  Special  Joint  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation,  report,  that  it 
be  printed  with  the  other  annual  reports  of  the  rail-road  corporations. 

C.  HUDSON. 


In  Senate,  Feb.  8,  1838. 
Read  and  accepted 

Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

CHA'S  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 

House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  9,  1838. 

Concurred, 

L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk. 
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THIRD   ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF    THE 

ANDOVER    AND     HAVERHILL 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ., 

The  Directors  of  the  Andover  and  Haverhill  Rail-road  Corporation, 
do  hereby  make  their  Third  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  fifth  of  April  last,  the  name  of 
this  corporation  was  changed  from  that  of  the  Andover  and  Wilming- 
ton, to  that  of  the  Andover  and  Haverhill  Rail-road  Corporation. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  second  division  of  the  road  has  been 
completed  to  the  bank  of  Merrimac  river,  in  Bradford,  opposite  to 
Haverhill,  and  within  about  three  thousand  feet  of  Haverhill  bridge, 
being  nearly  nine  miles  in  length.  This  part  of  the  road  was  opened 
for  use  in  October  last. 

At  the  termination  of  the  road  in  Bradford,  a  car-house,  ticket- 
office,  engine-house,  &c,  have  been  erected.  These  buildings  have 
been  made  with  the  view  of  removing  them,  when  the  road  shall  be 
extended  over  the  river  to  Haverhill. 

By  the  act  of  April  last,  this  corporation  were  empowered  to  extend 
their  road  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  purpose 
of  connecting  it  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  by  either  of 
three  different  routes.  The  first  of  these  routes  crosses  the  river  near 
the  present  termination  of  the  road. 

In  consequence  of  the  depression  of  the  price  of  rail-road  stocks, 
and  the  embarrassment  of  the  money  market,  the  directors  of  the  Bos- 
ton and  Maine  Rail-road  Corporation  were  unable  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
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subscription  to  their  stock,  to  justify  the  commencement  of  the  work 
of  that  road  the  last  year.  But  it  is  now  understood,  that  the  balance 
of  the  stock  is  about  to  be  taken  by  individuals  interested  in  the  open- 
ing of  this  road. 

It  will  probably  be  deemed  necessary  to  commence  a  bridge  over 
the  Merrimac  river,  at  the  opening  of  the  spring,  so  that  the  remainder 
of  this  road,  extending  from  the  present  depot  in  Bradford,  to  the  line 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  may  be  completed  as  soon  as  any  part 
of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  shall  be  opened  for  use. 

The  superstructure  of  the  road,  completed  the  last  year  between 
Andover  and  Haverhill,  is  similar  to  that  of  the  first  section.  The 
T  rail  is,  however,  heavier,  weighing  ninety-one  tons  to  the  mile. 

This  part  of  the  road  is  better  made  in  some  particulars.  The  road- 
bed is  wider ;  the  side  ditches  are  deeper.  The  cuts  are,  in  general, 
well  secured  with  bank  walls.  Longitudinal  sills  have,  also,  been 
placed  in  a  great  part  of  this  section  of  the  road. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  the  last  summer,  on  all 
difficult  parts  in  the  first  section  of  the  road,  by  widening  the  road-bed, 
deepening  the  side  ditches,  and  putting  in  bank  walls. 

A  dwelling-house  has  been  erected  the  last  year,  at  the  junction  of 
this  and  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road,  principally  for  the  accom- 
modation of  travellers,  passing  to  and  from  Lowell. 

One  locomotive  engine  has  been  purchased  the  last  autumn,  and  two 
passenger  cars  have  been  built  at  the  depot  in  Andover.  These  cars 
are,  in  all  respects,  as  valuable  as  those  purchased,  and  the  cost,  to  the 
corporation,  is  ten  per  cent.  less. 

The  passenger  cars,  drawn  by  locomotive  engines,  have  been  run- 
ning regularly  the  last  year,  making  the  same  number  of  trips  each 
way  that  have  been  made  on  the  Lowell  road,  and  in  connection  with 
their  trains  over  that  road, — three  trips  each  way  daily,  (Sundays  ex- 
cepted,) in  the  summer,  and  two  each  way  in  the  winter. 

Two  or  three  trips  only  have  been  lost  during  the  last  year;  no  im- 
portant accident  has  happened  to  the  engines  or  cars,  and  no  passenger 
has  been  injured  from  that  source  during  the  year. 

The  freight  trains  have  generally  made  three  trips  per  week,  and 
more  when  the  quantity  of  merchandize  required  it. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  instant,  it  appears,  from  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  treasurer,  that  the  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in  was, 
from  assessments  on  the  stock,  two  hundred  thirty-three  thousand  four 
hundred  fifty-five  dollars  and  nine  cents ;  from  state  scrip  and  premium 
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on  the  same,  fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars ; 
sundry  loans,  sixty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  eighty-two  dollars  and 
forty  cents;  passenger  and  merchandize  trains,  forty-five  thousand 
seventy-four  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

The  total  amount  of  receipts  from  the  date  of  our  last  report  to  Jan- 
uary first,  is  one  hundred  eighty-five  thousand  three  hundred  thirty-four 
dollars  and  eighteen  cents,  to  wit :  from  assessments,  seventy-three 
thousand  two  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents  ;  transpor- 
tation of  passengers,  for  one  year,  twenty-eight  thousand  sixty-one  dol- 
lars and  seventy-four  cents ;  do.  of  merchandize,  for  same  time,  seven 
thousand  one  hundred  seventy-four  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents ; 
state  scrip  and  premium,  fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars ;  loans,  twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred  two  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cents. 

The  total  amount  of  expenditures  from  the  date  of  our  last  report  to 
January  first,  is  one  hundred  eighty-three  thousand  one  hundred  fifty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents — of  which  is  charged  to  repairs  of  road, 
three  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents ;  to 
repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  estimated  at  sixteen  hundred  dollars ;  ma- 
sonry and  grading,  thirty  thousand  eighty-two  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents ;  iron  rails,  spikes  and  chairs,  fifty-six  thousand  four  hundred  one 
dollars  and  eighty-five  cents;  and  the  balance  for  damages  to  land, lay- 
ing rails,  sleepers  and  timber,  depot  buildings,  engineering,  and  other 
incidental  and  miscellaneous  expenses. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


HOBART  CLARK, 
AMOS  ABBOTT, 
J.  H.  DUNCAN, 
ALFRED  KITTREDGE. 


Andover,  January  30,  1838. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Essex  ss.  January  30,  1838. 

Then  Hobart  Clark,  Amos  Abbott,  James  H.  Duncan,  and  Alfred 
Kittredge  appeared  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  statement  afore- 
said was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

SAMUEL  MERRILL,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonivealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  do 
hereby  make  their  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  ....  $1,500,00000 


The  amount  expended  the  past  year,  exclusive  of  amount 

spent  and  charged  to  the  cost  of  the  road,  is, 
For  repairs  on  the  road,  including  extra  for 

removing  snow,  &c,  .  .  .     14,056  89 

"     repairs  on  engines  and  cars,  including 

$3216  60  for  oil,         .  .  .     19,849  47 

"     superintendence,  office  expenses,  tax- 
es, &c,  ....       8,363  12 
"     labor  of  engine  and  car  men,  .       8,203  23 
"     labor   attending   to  merchandize   and 

passengers,      ....     10,857  73 
"     labor  of  watchmen,  switch  and  gate 

tenders,  ....       6,000  13 

"     fuel  used,  2021  cords  wood,    .  .     11,177  60 

78,508  17 
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The  amount  received  the  past  year,  exclusive  of  iron  and 
other  materials  sold,  which  were  charged  to  the  road 
and  are  credited  to  that  account,  is, 
For  transporting,  between  Boston  and  Low- 
ell, passengers,  .  .  .   101,861  05 
"     transporting,  between  Boston  and  Low- 
ell, merchandize,         .             .             .     62,649  35 
"     transporting,  between  Boston  and  Low- 
ell, U.  S.  Mail,             ...  416  67 
"     balance  due  from  the  Andover  and  Ha- 
verhill Rail-road  Corporation,  for  trans- 
porting for  them   on   our  road,  from 
Aug.  6,  1836,  to  date,  viz. : 
For  passengers,          15,782  13 
u    merchandize,        3,806  81 

19,588  94 

Less   amount   received    previ- 
ously to  Nov.  1836,  .  3,745  97 

15,842  97 


$180,770  04 


The  amount  divided  during  the  past  year  is  60,000  dollars,  equal  to 
4  per  cent,  on  the  capital.  Although  their  road  is  opened  for  use,  it  is 
not  yet  completed, — the  second  track  not  being  as  yet  finished. 

The  directors  have  deemed  it  proper,  in  conformity  with  the  provis- 
ions contained  in  an  act  passed  April  19,  1837,  concerning  rail-road 
corporations,  to  make  a  further  report. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in  as  above,     .  $1,500,000  00 

The  amount  expended  in  constructing  their  road,  viz. : 
For  land  damages  and  fencing,     .  .       74,404  86 

"     materials  and  labor  in  making  the  road,     710,605  21 
"     rail  iron,  3852  tons  8  cwt.,  about  46 

miles,  ....     225,542  42 

"     bridges  and  culverts,  .  .     196,831  58 

"     superintendence,  surveying  and  gen- 
eral expense,  .  .  .       77,178  24 

"     Interest,  paid  more  than  received,     .       30,628  66 

1,315,190  97 
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The  accounts  of  expenditures  are  so  intermixed,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
make  an  exact  division  of  them,  but  according  to  our  best  judgment 
the  amount  may  be  divided  as  follows  : 

For  cost  of  land,  bridges,  and  preparing 
the  road  for  two  tracks  of  rails,  and 
laying  one  track  complete,  .     1,080,433  98 

"  laying  the  second  track,  complete 
11  1-3  miles,  and  of  iron  for  6  miles 
more,  ....        216,244  21 

"  laying  tracks  to  the  several  facto- 
ries in  Lowell,  all  finished,  ex- 
cept to  the  Boott  Mills,      .  .  18,512  78 

$1,315,190  97 


The  amount  expended  for  engines  and  cars,  viz. : 
For  6  engines,  29  passenger,  3  baggage,  and  99  mer- 
chandize cars,  .....       111,037  02 


The  amount  expended  for  depots,  car-houses  and  other 
buildings,  including  cost  of  aqueduct  (8640  15)  for 
supplying  water,  in  Cambridge,  .  .  .        82,166  76 

The  three  last  sums  amounting  to  $1,508,394  75,  give  the  whole 
expenditure  or  cost  of  the  road  and  appurtenances  to  this  date,  being 
$8394  75  more  than  the  capital  stock. 

The  amount  of  debts  due  from  the  corporation  is,  .        37,393  32 

The  balance  of  profits  on  hand,  from  which  a  dividend  of 
3  per  cent,  or  45,000  dollars  is  declared,  and  will  be 
paid  on  the  first  of  January  next,        .  .  .1 02,589  09 


$139,982  41 


The  corporation  have  on  hand, — 
Land  purchased,  (as  stated  in    former  re- 
ports,) charged  at,  .  .  .  $51,684  22 
Cash,  balance  on  hand,       .             .  .     29,997  27 
Debts  due  to  the  corporation,         .             .     49,906  17 


131,587  66 


Balance,  ....  8,394  75 
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It  is  believed  that  the  land,  on  hand  for  sale,  will  produce  more  than 
the  cost,  at  least  sufficient  to  pay  this  balance. 

The  length  of  the  road  is  25  3-4  miles,  59  7-10  feet. 
The  number  of  planes  on  the  road  with  their  inclination,  in  feet  per 
mile,  viz. : 

8  levels  length,         .....         18,443  feet. 

1  inclined  plane  22  6-10  feet  per  mile  length,  .  J, 260     " 

I         "  "     30  46-100"       "  "  .  1,469     " 

17         "  "     viz.  :    7  of  10  feet,  1   of  8  24-100 

feet,  1  of  7  5-10  feet,  3  of  7  feet,  1  of  4  5-10  feet, 

3  of  4  feet,  1  of  2  6-10  feet  per  mile.       .  .       114,847 


Whole  length  of  road,  136,019 

There  is  one  curve  within  the  depot  yard  at  Lowell,  of  which  the 
radius  is  only  1200  feet ;  one  curve  in  JVIedford  of  2800  feet  radius — 
all  the  rest  are  3000  feet  and  upwards.  The  curve  with  the  longest 
radius  is  in  Wilmington,  and  is  8000  feet.  There  are  about  18  3-8 
miles  of  a  straight  line,  and  7  5-16  of  curved  line  on  the  whole  road. 

"  Average  width  of  the  grade."  The  embankments  are  generally 
graded  to  a  width  of  twenty-four  feet  on  the  top  ;  some  are  wider,  but 
none  are  narrower  than  this.  The  cuttings  are  generally  graded  to  a 
width  of  26  to  30  feet,  but  many  of  the  deep  cuts  are  made  much  wider 
to  give  room  to  run  off  the  water  and  to  remove  the  snow. 

"  Manner  in  which  the  rails  are  supported"  The  foundation  for  the 
first  track  of  rails,  is  laid  with  dry  stone  walls  on  trenches  from  2 
1-2  to  4  feet  deep,  and  about  eighteen  inches  thick.  The  rails 
are  laid,  part  on  stone  blocks,  part  on  stone  blocks  and  sleepers,  and  a 
small  part  on  stone  blocks  and  wooden  sleepers,  all  of  which  are  sup- 
ported on  the  trench  walls  above  described.  The  stone  blocks  are 
three  to  four  cubic  feet  each.  The  stone  sleepers  are  seven  feet  long 
and  average  eight  by  ten  inches  square.  The  wooden  sleepers  of  ches- 
nut  and  white  cedar  are  seven  feet  long,  seven  to  eight  inches  diameter. 
This  track  is  mostly  laid  with  rails  of  the  fish  belly  pattern,  and  is  set 
on  chairs  which  are  fastened  on  to  the  blocks  and  sleepers  above  de- 
scribed. The  second  track  is  laid  for  about  three  miles  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  first  one  is ;  the  remainder  8  1-3  miles  is  laid  mostly  on 
stone  sleepers,  (some  few  blocks  intervening,)  which  are  supported  on 
a  bed  of  clean  gravel  7  1-2  feet  wide  and  2  1-2  to  3  feet  deep. 

The  corporation  had  purchased  and  received  from  England,  enough 
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rail-iron  to  lay  the  second  track  complete ;  but  not  having  sufficient 
capital  for  this  purpose,  were  compelled  to  sell  a  portion  of  it,  which 
they  were  fortunately  able  to  do  without  loss. 

Should  the  Legislature,  in  their  wisdom,  be  pleased  to  grant  permis- 
sion to  the  corporation  to  increase  their  capital  stock,  it  may  be  con- 
sidered expedient  to  finish  the  second  track,  so  that  the  public  may  be 
better  accommodated  in  using  the  road  with  more  safety — as  by  having 
two  tracks,  and  using  one  for  the  upward  and  the  other  for  the  down- 
ward train,  we  are  secure  from  accidents  happening  from  the  meeting 
of  trains  moving  in  opposite  directions,  which  cannot  always  be  avoid- 
ed on  a  rail-road  with  only  one  track  of  rail-way. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Boston,  November  30,   1837 — being  the  time  to  which  the    accounts 
were  made  up.     Signed  January  3,  1838. 

JOSEPH  TILDEN, 
P.  T.  JACKSON, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 
GEO.  W.  LYMAN. 

Directors  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation. 


Suffolk  ss.  Boston,  January  3,  1838. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Joseph  Tilden,  Patrick 
T.  Jackson,  William  Appleton,  John  Bryant,  and  George  W.  Lyman, 
Esquires,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement  by  them 
severally  subscribed,  before  me, 

HENRY  CLARK,  Just,  Peace. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    PROVIDENCE 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation 
do  hereby  respectfully  make  their  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts 
and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorpo- 
ration. 

During  the  past  year,  the  corporation  have  incurred  a  considerable 
expense  in  improving  the  construction  of  the  road,  by  fencing  the  sides, 
sinking  trenches  to  prevent  cattle  from  passing  upon  the  road  from  the 
highways,  making  culverts,  securing  the  sides  of  the  deep  cuts  in  va- 
rious places  by  stone  walls,  and  widening  and  strengthening  several 
bridges,  where  they  were  insecure,  or  where  the  passage  of  the  water 
was  obstructed. 

The  directors  have  also  established  various  rules  and  regulations, 
prescribing  minutely  the  duties  of  the  several  officers  of  the  company, 
and  the  mode  in  which  the  road  is  to  be  used,  including*  the  form  of 
cars  and  carriages,  the  construction  of  wheels,  the  weight  of  loads, 
and  such  other  matters  in  relation  to  the  use  of  the  road  as  were  con- 
sidered by  the  directors  to  be  essential  to  the  public  security  and 
accommodation.  By  one  of  these  regulations  it  is  provided,  that  the 
corporation  will  furnish  locomotive  engines,  with  skilful  engineers  and 
all  proper  apparatus  for  the  moving  of  cars  and  carriages,  with  passen- 
gers and  goods,  over  the  road  at  all  reasonable  times,  and  that  no  other 
locomotives  should  be  used  on  the  road  than  those  belonging  to  the 
corporation. 
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The  directors  have  settled  a  great  number  of  claims  for  land  and 
damages  during  the  past  year,  including  claims  for  injuries  arising  from 
the  unfortunate  collision  which  occurred  in  the  year  preceding.  They 
have  made  a  definite  agreement  with  the  rail-road  company  in  Rhode 
Island,  in  respect  to  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use 
of  the  road  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  and  have  liquidated  with 
that  company  the  amount  which  they  are  entitled  to  claim  in  the  form 
of  rent  for  the  use  of  that  part  of  the  road,  together  with  the  bridge 
and  depot  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  directors,  pursuant  to  the  authority  given  them  by  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  April  16th,  1836,  voted,  that  an  apportionment  of 
eight  per  cent.,  on  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  sixteen  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  should  be  made  in  the  form  of  new  shares 
among  the  stockholders,  upon  their  agreeing  to  take  and  pay  for  the 
same.  Had  this  amount  been  taken,  it  would  have  added  to  the  num- 
ber of  shares  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty,  and  to  the  capital  stock 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dollars.  But,  in  consequence  of 
the  embarrassments  of  trade,  which  have  existed  during  the  past  year, 
only  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  of  the  shares  were  taken. 

The  Receipts  of  the  company,  during  the  past  year,  have  been  as 
follows :  — 

Cash  received  for  transportation  of  passengers,  .      $193,469  81 

"  "        for  transportation  of  merchandize,         .  55,727  05 

for  rents,  ....  1,686  80 


250,883  66 

from  stockholders,  for  new  shares  taken,  33,900  00 


$284,783  66 


The  Expenditures  of  the  company,  the  past  year,   have  been  as 
follows :  — 

For  repairs  of  road,       .  .  .         $11,707  22 

"    repairs  of  cars  and  engines,  .  29,794  49 

M    miscellaneous    expenses,    exclusive    of 

those  relating  to  the  construction  of  the 

road  below  mentioned,       .  .  114,737  28 

$156,238  99 
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In  these  expenses  are  included  various  sums  paid  on  account  of 
claims  existing  against  the  company  in  1836,  but  not  then  liquidated. 
Had  these  been  settled  in  that  year,  the  amount  of  expenses  the  past 
year  would  have  been  considerably  less  than  in  the  year  preceding. 

The  company  have  divided  among  the  stockholders,  during  the  past 
year,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  consist- 
ing of  two  dividends  of  four  per  cent,  each  on  the  amount  of  the  capi- 
tal stock. 

The  directors  also  make  the  following  statement,  in  conformity  to 
the  provision  contained  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1837;  though  they  are  not  certain  that  this  provision 
was  intended  to  apply  to  roads,  which  had  been  opened  for  use  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  act. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .  .       $1,683,900  00 

The  amount  expended  in  constructing  the 

road,  including  the  Dedham  branch,  is   1,417,607  08 

The  amount  expended  for  cars  and  en- 
gines, is  ...  141,237  93 

The  amount  expended  for  depots,  car- 
houses,  and  other  buildings,  is  .  .       63,696  24 

The  amount  of  all  other  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses, connected  with  the  formation 
and  completion  of  the  road,  is  .  .     113,169  24 


Total,  $1,735,710  49 


The  length  of  the  main  road  is  217,400  feet,  or  41  /Jo  miles;  and  of 
the  Dedham  branch,  11,800  feet,  or  about  2  2o  miles. 

The  number  of  planes  on  the  main  road  is  47, — 22  of  which  are 
level,  and  25  inclined,  the  inclination  of  which  per  mile  is  as  follows : 

1  of  4  1-2  feet,  1  of  5  feet,  1  of  6  feet,  2  of  8  feet,  2  of  9  feet,  2  of  10 
feet,  2  of  12  feet,  1  of  13  feet,  3  of  14  feet,  1  of  15  feet,  1  of  16  feet, 

2  of  17  feet,  3  of  20  feet,  1  of  25  feet,  1  of  37  1-2  feet,  and  1  of  42  1-2 
feet.  There  are  3  planes  on  the  Dedham  branch,  one  of  which  is 
27  j4050  feet  inclination  per  mile;  the  second  is  level,  and  the  third  is  33 
feet  per  mile. 

The  average  width  of  the  grade  of  the  main  road  is  26  feet,  and  of 
the  said  branch,  15  feet. 

The  rails  on  the  main  road  are  edge  rails  of  the  T  pattern,  and  are 
supported  on  white  cedar  sleepers,  laid  three  feet  apart  from  centre  to 
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centre.  The  greatest  part  of  them  are  laid  directly  upon  the  earth ; 
in  some  few  cases  on  longitudinal  sills,  and,  in  a  few  cases,  on  walls 
built  of  small  stone. 

The  rails  on  the  said  branch  are  plate  rails,  fastened  to  wooden  sills 
of  southern  pine,  six  inches  square,  the  whole  being  supported  on  white 
cedar  sleepers,  laid  three  feet  apart  from  centre  to  centre,  and  placed 
directly  upon  the  earth. 

The  greatest  curvature  on  the  main  road  is  at  the  southern  termina- 
tion, and  is  900  feet  radius.  The  other  curves  are,  in  general,  about 
6000  feet  radius.  The  greatest  curvature  on  the  said  branch,  is  818 
feet  radius. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  W.  REVERE, 
JNO.  F.  LORING, 
BENJ.  R.  NICHOLS, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr., 

Directors  of  Boston  and  Providence  R.  R.  Corp. 


Suffolk,  ss.     January  26/ 1838. 

Sworn  to,  before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  3Iassachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  respectfully 

REPORT, 

That,  since  the  date  of  their  last  annual  report,  they  have  completed 
the  branch  rail-road,  leading  from  the  main  road,  in  Grafton,  to  a  cen- 
tral part  of  the  town  of  Millbury,  a  distance  of  a  little  more  than  three 
miles,  and  have  opened  it  for  daily  use.  The  cost  of  said  branch  rail- 
road was  forty-one  thousand  and  sixteen  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

They  have  also,  during  the  past  year,  completed  their  engine-house 
and  machine  shop,  in  the  South  Cove,  in  Boston,  designed  for  the 
storage  and  repair  of  their  locomotive  engines  and  cars,  and  have 
nearly  completed  the  store-houses  in  said  cove,  designed  for  the  recep- 
tion and  storage  of  merchandize,  transported  on  the  rail-road. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  a  correct  view  of  the  finances  of 
the  corporation,  in  the  particulars  required  by  law  to  be  given  in  the 
annual  report,  viz  :  — 

Amount  of  stock  paid  in,  to  January  1,  1838,  $1,518,825  00 

Amount  of  current  expenses  from  January  1,  1837, 

to  January  1,  1838,         ....  94,763  49 

Viz:  — 
Repairs  of  road,      ....    $9,18583 
"       of  engines  and  cars,  .  .     20,053  39 

Fuel,  salaries,  wages  and  other  expenses,    .     65,524  27 
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Amount  of  receipts  of  income,  from  January  1,  1837,  to 

Jan.  1,  1838,  including  freights  due  and  uncollected,       210,048  33 

Viz:— 
For  passengers,     ....     123,331  80 

Freight  and  mail,  .  .  .       82,067  13 

Incidental,  ....         4,649  40 


Amount  of  dividends  declared  during  the  past  year,  96,000  00 

Viz:  — 
July  1,  1837—3  per  cent,  on  $1,500,000 

capital  stock  then  paid  in,         .  .       45,000  00 

Jan.  1,  1838—3  per  cent,  on  $1,700,000, 

the  amount  of  stock  at  that  time,  .       51,000  00 


By  a  vote  of  the  stockholders,  at  a  meeting  held  for  the  purpose,  on 
the  25th  September  last,  two  thousand  shares  of  new  stock  were  cre» 
ated,  amounting  to  $200,000,  and  increasing  the  capital  stock  to 
§1,700,000,  on  which  new  shares,  one  small  instalment  only  was  made 
payable  previous  to  the  first  of  January,  instant. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Boston,  Jan.  23,  1838.  NATHAN  HALE, 

DAVID  HENSHAW, 
GEORGE  MOREY, 
NATH'L  HAMMOND, 
WM.  STURGIS, 
ELIPH.  WILLIAMS. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  24,  A.  D.  1838. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Nathan  Hale,  David 
Henshaw,  George  Morey,  Nathaniel  Hammond,  William  Sturgis,  and 
Eliphalet  Williams,  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
Corporation,  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report,  by 
them  respectively  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief.     Before  me, 

RICH'D  ROBINS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF   THE 

CHARLESTOWN     BRANCH 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  assembled : 

The  Directors  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  respect- 
fully make  this,  their  second  report : 

The  first  report  was  made  in  April  last,  since  which  time  the  location  of 
the  road  from  Gray's  Wharf  to  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  has  been 
filed  with  the  commissioners  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  an  as- 
sessment of  twenty-five  dollars  per  share  has  been  laid. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  the  materials  and  labor  required  in 
constructing  the  bridge  across  the  bay  northwesterly  of  the  Prison 
Point  bridge.  The  work  on  said  bridge  was  commenced  on  the  11th 
of  October  last,  and  is  at  this  time  about  two  thirds  completed. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  have  been  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Receipts. 
Received  on  account  of  assessments,      .  .  .      §20,300  00 


Expenditures. 
For  engineering,  surveying,  and  incidental  expenses,     .        $1,591  60 
"     iron  rails,  and  other  materials,        .  .  .        13,218  06 
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For  labor,  ......  3,606  60 

"     land,  ......  1,618  00 


Total,     ......     $20,034  26 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Charlestown,  January  24,  1838. 


HENRY  JAQUES, 
CHARLES  THOMPSON, 
ABIJAH  GOODRIDGE, 
EBENEZER  BARKER. 


Suffolk  ss  Boston,  January  26,  1838. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Henry  Jaques,  Charles 
Thompson,  Ebenezer  Barker,  and  Abijah  Goodridge,  and  severally 
made  oath,  that  the  aforegoing  report,  by  them  severally  subscribed,  is 
true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  S.  ERVING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


EASTERN    RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the   Commomcealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  do  hereby  make  their 
Second  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, under  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Since  the  date  of  their  last  report,  the  work  of  grading  the  road, 
making  and  erecting  bridges,  culverts,  and  other  works  of  masonry, 
necessary  to  the  construction  and  completion  of  the  rail-road  between 
Salem  and  Boston,  have  been  steadily  and  successfully  pursued.  Of 
the  whole  distance  between  Salem  and  Boston,  about  thirteen  miles, 
nearly  twelve  miles  are  graded,  excepting  the  dressing  off  of  a  portion 
of  the  side  banks,  and  the  formation  of  side  drains,  &c,  which  will 
be  done  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  ground  will  permit  in  the  spring. 

The  part  of  the  road  graded,  includes  about  three  miles  of  cuts  or 
excavations;  four  and  a  half  miles  of  embankments  on  the  marshes; 
upwards  of- four  thousand  feet  of  high  embankments  across  the  water 
between  East  Boston,  Belle  Isle  and  Chelsea,  walled  and  capped  with 
stone  on  each  side ;  two  thousand  feet  of  truss  bridges  across  Chelsea 
Creek,  the  River  of  Pines,  and  Saugus  River,  with  stone  piers;  four 
hundred  feet  of  pile  bridges;  seven  road  bridges  over  the  rail-road,  the 
necessary  stone  culverts,  and  about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  common 
embankment. 

Of  the  part  of  the  road  between  Salem  and  Boston,  not  yet  com- 
pleted, much  of  it  is  partially  worked,  and  the  whole  will,  it  is  expected, 
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be  completed  before  the  end  of  March  next,  and  the  whole  of  this  part 
of  the  road  be  then  ready  for  the  superstructure,  or  railway. 

Nearly  all  the  materials  for  the  superstructure  have  been  contracted 
for.  Of  the  sleepers,  more  than  one  half  are  now  upon  the  road ;  a 
large  portion  of  them,  of  locust  and  red  cedar,  are  cut  from  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  line  of  the  road. 

The  rails  and  chairs  for  thirteen  miles  of  road,  with  turnouts,  have 
been  contracted  for,  and  we  are  advised  that  the  necessary  quantity 
will  be  ready  for  delivery,  in  Wales,  by  the  first  of  March  next.  This 
contract  has  been  made  at  prices  varying  very  little,  if  any,  from  the 
estimates. 

The  selection  of  the  rail  for  the  road  was  considered  a  matter  of 
much  importance  by  the  directors,  and  the  form  recommended  by  the 
engineer  was  adopted  by  them,  after  careful  investigation.  The  chief 
improvements  in  the  plan  adopted  are  believed  to  be ;  first,  in  the  form 
of  the  chair,  which  it  is  considered  will  insure  a  greater  degree  of  firm- 
ness to  the  track,  with  less  liability  to  get  out  of  repair,  increasing  the 
security  to  travellers  on  the  road  ;  second,  an  elevation  of  the  rail  above 
the  earth,  sufficient  to  lessen  materially  the  liability  to  delay  and  acci- 
dent from  any  obstacles  on  the  road,  or  from  snow  or  ice ;  3d,  in- 
creased simplicity  and  security  in  the  fastening  of  the  rail  in  the  chair. 
These,  with  other  improvements  in  the  formation  of  the  road,  and  in 
the  motive  power,  and  carriages  to  be  used  upon  it,  suggested  by  the 
experience  had  on  other  roads,  will,  it  is  believed,  while  increasing  the 
comfort  of  those  who  travel  upon  the  road,  much  reduce  its  annual 
expenses. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, to  aid  the  construction  of  the  road,  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt 
have  been  received  by  the  treasurer  of  the  company  from  the  treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  amount  of  $100,000;  and  these  cer- 
tificates have  been  disposed  of  by  the  company  on  advantageous 
terms. 

The  efforts  of  the  directors  have  been,  during  the  past  year,  directed 
to  the  completion  of  the  road  between  Salem  and  Boston,  with  a  view 
to  the  opening  of  this  part  of  the  road  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  and 
they  believe  this  may  be  accomplished  early  in  the  ensuing  season. 
The  continuation  of  the  road  eastward  of  Salem  they  are  desirous  of 
pursuing  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  and  of  completing  the 
same  through  the  whole  extent  of  their  chartered  limits;  and  they  be- 
lieve there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  disposition  of  those  interested  to 
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carry  the  road  through  to  Portsmouth,  whenever  the  financial  embar- 
rassments, which  now  exist  in  the  country,  shall  have  passed  away. 

By  a  statement  of  the  treasurer,  made  up  to  the  fifth  day  of  January 
current,  it  appears,  that  the  Receipts  of  the  company  have  been, 

From  the  stockholders,  on  sundry  assessments  laid  upon 

the  capital  stock,         .....    $353,680  00 

From  other  sources,  principally  interest  account,  .  6,600  00 

From  scrip  from  the  Commonwealth,      .  .  .      100,000  00 


$460,280  00 


The  Expenditures  to  the  same  date,  as  appears  by  said 

statement,  have  been, 
Preliminary  survey,         . 
Engineering  department,  . 

Expense  account,  . 

Paid   towards  the  purchase  of  depot   lands  on  Lewis 

wharf,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  . 
Land  damages  and  fencing, 
Salaries,  ..... 

Paid  for  purchase  in  East  Boston  Ferry, 
Purchase  of  depot  wharf  at  East  Boston, 
Purchase  of  depot  lands  at  Salem, 
Paid  on  account  of  grading, 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
January  19th,  1838. 


$6,570  59 

20,129  52 

5,375  23 

23,090  00 
21,576  30 

8,238  33 
63,180  00 
60,617  81 

5,866  00 
240,562  15 

$455,205  93 


GEO.  PEABODY, 
ROB.  G.  SHAW, 
FRANCIS  J.  OLIVER, 
AMOS  BINNEY, 
STEPHEN  A.  CHASE, 
SAM.  S.  LEWIS, 
LARKIN  THORNDIKE, 
ISAIAH  BREED, 
PYAM  LOVETT, 
JAMES  C.  DUNN. 
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Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  Jan.  20M,  1838. 

Then  Robert  G.  Shaw,  Francis  J.  Oliver,  Amos  Binney,  Samuel  S. 
Lewis,  and  James  C.  Dunn,  appeared  and  severally  made  oath,  and 
Stephen  A.  Chase  and  Isaiah  Breed  affirmed,  that  the  statement  afore- 
said was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

JNO.  M.  FESSENDEN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Essex,  ss.  Salem,  Jan.  20,  1838. 

Then  the  said  George  Peabody,  Larkin  Thorndike,  and  Pyam  Lov- 
ett,  appeared  and  severally  made  oath,  that  the  statement  aforesaid  is 
true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

LEVERETT  SALTONSTALL, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

NASHUA     AND     LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


Pursuant  to  the  Statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  the  Directors 
of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  submit  to  the  Legislature  this, 
their  Second  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and 
expenditures. 

At  the  time  of  making  our  last  report,  the  corporation  had  been  or- 
ganized, the  location  made  and  filed,  the  capital  stock  subscribed,  and 
an  engineer  employed  to  complete  the  surveys,  plans  and  estimates  ne- 
cessary for  putting  the  road  under  contract.  Since  that  time,  the  work 
has  been  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  vigor.  Contracts  for  grading  the 
whole  road  have  been  made,  and  about  eleven  miles  out  of  fourteen 
and  a  half  miles  are  now  nearly  ready  for  laying  the  rails.  Bargains 
have  been  made  with  the  greater  portion  of  the  landholders  on  the 
route  and  deeds  already  obtained.  Arrangements  have  been  made,  by 
which  it  is  expected  that  the  rails  will  be  obtained  early  in  the  spring. 
Contracts  are  entered  into  for  furnishing  the  sleepers,  plank  and  other 
timber,  and  the  road  will  probably  be  completed,  so  as  to  be  put  in  op- 
eration in  the  month  of  August  next. 

The  whole  number  of  shares  forming  the  capital  stock  of  said  cor- 
poration, is  2425,  at  8100  per  share,  or  1242,500.  This  stock  is  held  by 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  stockholders,  principally  farmers,  mechanics 
and  traders  residing  in  the  country  and  owning  from  one  to  sixty  shnres 
each.  Four  assessments,  amounting  to  §35  per  share,  have  been  or- 
dered to  be  paid  upon  said  stock,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been 
paid  in  full. 
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The  receipts  from  all  sources,  up  to  Jan.  1,  1838,  a- 

mount  to,  .  .  .  .  .  .      $70,014  55 

The  expenditures  for  land,  grading,  engineering,  &lc,  to 

Jan.  1,  1838,  are,  .  ....        60,66339 

The  two  portions  of  the  road,  lying  in  Massachusetts  and  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  expenditures  upon  the  same  are  so  intimately  con- 
nected, that  the  expenses  of  each  portion  cannot  at  present  be  kept  dis- 
tinct. When  the  road  shall  be  completed,  the  cost  of  each  portion  will 
be  ascertained,  and  reported  to  the  Legislature,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute. 

The  subscribers,  a  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Low- 
ell Rail-road,  certify  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  in  their  belief  true. 

Nashua,  Jan.  1,  1838. 

DANIEL  ABBOT, 
ADIN  HOLBROOK, 
PETER  CLARK, 
JOSEPH  GREELY, 
JESSE  BOWERS. 

Directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Loiccll  Rail-road  Corporation. 


State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Hillsborough  ss.  January  15,  1838. 

Then  the  before  named  Daniel  Abbot,  Adin  Holbrook,  Peter  Clark, 
Joseph  Greely,  and  Jesse  Bowers,  personally  appearing,  made  oath  that 
the  foregoing  statement,  by  them  subscribed,  is  in  their  belief  true. 

Before  me, 

CHARLES  J.  FOX,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

NORWICH    AND     WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
momcealth  of  3Iassachusetts,  in  General  Court  assembled,  at  their 
session  commencing  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January ,  A.  jD.,1838. 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Company, 
agreeable  to  the  requisitions  of  law,  submit  the  following  Report. 

The  graduation  and  masonry  on  the  first  and  second  division  of  the 
road,  extending  from  Norwich  to  Danielsonville  in  Killingley  is,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  amount  of  work  in  Norwich,  and  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  masonry  on  the  second  division,  substantially  completed. 
Contracts  for  the  principal  bridges  have  been  made,  and  the  work  is  in 
such  a  state  of  forwardness  that  the  whole  of  these  two  divisions,  em- 
bracing nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  road  in  distance,  and  considerably 
more  than  half  in  expense,  will  be  ready  for  the  rails  the  ensuing  spring. 
The  graduation  and  masonry  of  the  fourth  division,  extending  from 
Worcester  to  the  Connecticut  state  line,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
distance  of  the  lighter  part  of  the  work,  was  put  under  contract  in  June 
last,  and  the  entire  work  on  this  division  will  probably  be  completed 
early  in  the  spring.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  putting  the 
work  on  the  remaining  division,  extending  from  Danielsonville  to  the 
state  line,  under  contract  in  the  course  of  the  present  month.  Accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  joint  act  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  the  accounts  of  the  expenditures  made 
by  the  company  from  the  time  of  its  organization  to  the  first  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1837,  have  been  exhibited  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  governors  of  the  two  states  for  adjustment.     Their  report 


32  NORWICH  AND  WORCESTER  RAIL-ROAD.  Feb. 

is  hereunto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  statement  of  the  company 
and  the  amount  of  disbursement  in  each  state.  As  the  law  requires 
the  report  of  the  directors  to  be  approved  by  the  commissioners,  they 
have  taken  the  time  of  this  settlement  as  the  period  to  which  this  report 
extends.  The  whole  amount  of  funds  received  into  the  treasury  of  the 
company  from  all  sources  up  to  that  time,  as  appears  by  the  books  of 
the  treasurer,  is  §587,939  75.  An  additional  instalment  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars a  share  has  become  due  since  that  time,  and  the  principal  part  of 
it  has  been  paid.  Having  received  and  expended  in  the  construction 
of  the  road  a  sum  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  a  portion  of  the  aid  au- 
thorized by  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  company  have 
received  from  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  scrip  to  the  amount 
of  8100,000.  The  funds  derived  from  this  source  have  been  faithful- 
ly applied  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  Arrangements  were  early 
made  by  the  directors  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  Massachusetts  part 
of  the  road,  and  the  whole  work  will  be  completed  early  in  the  en- 
suing spring.  Notwithstanding  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  the 
country,  the  directors  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  stop  the  work,  and 
they  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state,  that  from  past  experience  they 
are  satisfied  that  the  road  will  be  completed  within  the  estimates  here- 
tofore submitted  to  the  General  court. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company,  at  the  office  of  the  Rail-road  Company,  in  Nor- 
wich, on  the  12th  day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1837.  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  accounts  and  expenditures  of  said  company,  and  for 
deciding  what  sums  of  expenditures  made  by  said  company  are  applica- 
ble to  that  part  of  said  road  lying  in  Connecticut,  and  also  what  part  is 
chargeable  to  that  portion  of  said  road  lying  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  having  examined  the  accounts  of  said  company,  we  do  find 
that  there  was  expended  for  the  original  surveys  of  said  road  the  sum 
of  §4,145  99  ;  of  which  sum  we  apportion  to  that  portion  of  said  road 
lying  in  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  $1,381  99  2-3  cts.,  and  to  the  Connec- 
ticut portion  of  said  road  the  sum  of  §2,763  99  1-3  cts.  That  in  the 
year  1835,  we  find  that  there  was  expended  in  the  engineers'  depart- 
ment the  sum  §3,411  06;  of  which  we  set  to  the  Massachusetts  por- 
tion the  sum  of  §1,137  02,  and  to  the  Connecticut  portion,  the  sum  of 
§2,274  04;  and  in  the  year  1836,  the  further  sum  of  §12,079  41  l-2cts: 


1838.  SENATE— No.  33.  33 

of  which  sum,  we  set  to  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  $3,576  09 ;  and  to 
Connecticut  the  sum  of  $8,503  32  1-2.  And  in  the  year  1837,  up  to 
Dec.  1,  the  further  sum  of  $11,110  41, — of  which  we  set  to  Massachu- 
setts the  sum  of  $3,305  05  1-2 ;  and  to  Connecticut,  $7,805  35  1-2. 
That  the  office  expenses  of  said  company,  from  the  commencement  up 
to  Dec.  1,  1837,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $1,549  67, — of  which  sum  we 
put  to  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  $516  55,  and  to  Connecticut  the  sum 
of  $1033  12.  That  the  contingent  expenses  up  to  said  Dec.  1,  1837, 
amount  to  $4459  09, — of  which  sum,  we  put  to  Massachusetts  the  sum 
of  $1486  36;  and  to  Connecticut  $2972  73.  That  the  salaries  up  to 
said  Dec.  1,  1837,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $6864  77, — of  which  sum 
we  put  to  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  $2288  26 ;  and  to  Connecticut, 
the  sum  of  $4576  51- — which  aforesaid  sums  amount  to,  as  set  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  sum  of  $13,691  33;  and  to  Connecticut  the  sum  of 
$29,929  08.  And  we  further  find  that  said  company  have  purchased 
and  paid  for  real  estate  and  damages  to  lands  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  sum  of  $46,553  95 ;  and  have  expended  for  graduation  and 
masonry  in  said  state,  the  further  sum  of  $55,031  61.  And  that  they 
have  purchased  and  paid  for  real  estate  in  Connecticut,  and  for  dama- 
ges to  lands,  the  sum  of  $84,945  19:  and  have  expended  for  gradua- 
tion, masonry  and  bridges,  in  Connecticut,  the  sum  of  $246,975  01  1-4. 
In  making  the  apportionment  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  took  as  the 
basis  for  the  expenditures  prior  to  June,  1836,  the  length  of  road,  one 
third  of  which  is  in  Massachusetts,  and  two  thirds  in  Connecticut,  and 
for  the  expenses  subsequent  to  June,  1836,  we  have  apportioned  them 
according  to  the  expenditures  in  each  state,  as  appears  by  the  books, 
vouchers  and  documents  of  said  company. 

(Signed.)  CHA'S  HUDSON, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

(Signed.)  JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Norwich,  Dec.  12,  1837. 
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All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  P.  GREENE, 
ASA  CHILD, 
J.  G.  W.  TRUMBULL, 
RUSSELL  HUBBARD, 
THO'S.  ROBINSON, 
GEO.  B.  SLATER, 
B.  BUTMAN, 
GEO.  T.  RICE,  Directors. 
Norwich,  January  15,  1838. 


New  London  County,  ss.     January  15,  1838. 

Sworn  to,  before  me, 

WILLIAM  L'  HOMMEDIEU, 

Notary  Public. 


We,  the  subscribers,  Commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company,  appointed  by  the  governors  of  the  states  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut,  having  examined  the  foregoing  report,  be- 
lieve it  to  be  correct,  and  approve  of  the  same. 

Boston,  January  18,  1838. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

CHARLES  HUDSON, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


SEEKONK   BRANCH    RAIL-ROAD  COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Directors  of  the  Seekonk  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
make  this  their  Second  Report. 

The  directors  of  said  company  having  made  their  first  report  on  the 
15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1837,  and  within  less  than  one  year  from  and 
after  the  organization  of  their  company,  to  wit,  on  the  2 1st  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1836,  and  having  done  this  before  it  was  required  by  law 
to  be  done,  to  wit,  in  one  year  after  said  organization,  because  they 
were  threatened  with  a  forfeiture  of  their  charter  unless  their  report 
were  made  in  January,  1837 ;  they  had  believed,  until  very  lately,  that 
their  second  report  would  not  be  required  to  be  made  until  one  year 
after  making  the  first,  to  wit,  on  the  loth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1838; 
but  finding,  upon  advisement,  that  their  second  report  must  be  made 
in  January  of  the  year  next  after  the  first,  they  will  respectfully  state 
what  has  been  done  by  them,  under  their  charter,  since  the  last  report  ; 
although  having  arranged  to  complete  their  road  and  depots,  and  put 
the  same  into  operation,  by  the  first  of  April  next,  it  is  not  now  in  their 
power  to  make  an  exact  account  of  their  expenditures,  because  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  work  is  now  in  contract,  and  will  not  be  com- 
pleted and  the  accounts  closed  for  some  time  yet  to  come ;  and  be- 
cause their  collections  have  been  made,  some  in  cash,  some  in  bank 
stocks,  and  some  in  notes  payable  on  time,  for  the  accommodation  of 
stockholders,  and  all  on  the  full  understanding  that  all  payments  shall 
be  made  even  by  an  interest  account,  at  the  close  of  the  whole  collec- 
tion of  all  the  assessments. 
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They  accordingly  now  make  the  most  full  and  particular  report 
which  can,  at  this  time,  be  made,  requesting  permission  to  make  a  sup- 
plement thereunto  by  the  first  of  April  next,  when,  they  doubt  not,  their 
road  and  depots  will  be  finished  and  put  in  operation,  with  locomotives, 
cars  and  carriages  for  carrying  persons  and  property  over  the  same, 
and  over  the  Boston  and  Providence  road,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  charters  of  said  road  and  branch. 

On  the  12th  day  of  April,  1837,  the  directors  made  the  first  assess- 
ment on  the  stocks  of  the  Seekonk  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  and 
the  same  was  made  payable  forthwith,  being  ten  per  cent,  thereon. 
On  the  12th  of  May  then  next,  they  made  the  second  assessment 
thereon  of  ten  per  cent.,  payable  on  the  10th  of  July  following.  On 
the  25th  of  August,  they  made  the  third  assessment,  of  20  per  cent., 
payable  on  the  20th  of  September,  then  next;  and  on  the  21st  of  the 
same  month  they  made  one  assessment  of  20  per  cent.,  payable  on  the 
27th  of  the  same  month;  one  assessment  of  20  per  cent.,  payable  on 
the  15th  of  October  following,  and  one  other  assessment  of  20  per 
cent.,  payable  on  the  15th  of  November,  then  next. 

Before  the  1st  day  of  September  last,  the  directors  caused  their  loca- 
tion of  their  road  to  be  re-surveyed  and  made  more  convenient,  but 
without  injury  to  those  over  whose  land  it  passes,  and  a  return  thereof 
was  duly  made,  as  provided  by  their  charter,  and  according  to  law. 

They  also  contracted  to  have  the  excavation  and  embankment  and 
grading  of  their  road  done,  from  Old  Wharf  to  its  junction  with  the 
land  and  road  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation, 
with  a  commodious  wharf,  and  the  same  has  been  done  and  payments 
made  to  the  amount  of  about  four  thousand  dollars,  the  estimated  cost ; 
but  the  accounts  not  being  closed,  the  exact  amount  cannot  now  be 
ascertained. 

The  stone  for  the  wharf  wall  has  been  quarried,  drawn  to  the  place, 
and  the  greater  part  laid  up.  The  stone  for  the  other  parts  of  the 
depot  has  been  furnished,  and  the  work  of  the  whole  is  nearly  done, 
and  all  at  an  estimated  cost  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars ;  but  the  work 
not  being  finished,  the  payments  are  weekly  made,  as  the  contracts 
require.  The  whole  amount  cannot  be  ascertained  till  the  work  is 
finished,  which  will  be  in  five  or  six  weeks 

The  iron  for  the  rails  in  Seekonk,  and  for  the  curves  to  pass  to  and 
from  the  depot  in  Boston,  and  for  the  tracks  to  and  in  the  buildings 
there,  was  purchased  at  New  York,  at  the  lowest  price  for  cash ;  the 
spikes,  plates  and  castings  were  furnished  at  Boston  and  in  Providence, 
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the  whole  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars — but 
some  of  the  bills  for  these  last  articles  not  being  yet  sent  in,  the  pre- 
cise amount  cannot  be  stated. 

The  cedar,  spruce,  pine  and  chesnut  timber  and  planks  for  the  road 
and  wharf,  the  work  of  laying  the  rails  on  the  road,  driving  the  piles 
and  copping  them  for  the  pile  and  plank  wharf,  and  building  the  same, 
are  all  under  contract.  The  materials  are  nearly  all  on  the  ground. 
The  work  is  all  going  on  and  payments  are  being  made,  as  required  by 
the  various  agreements.  The  track  of  the  road  is  united  to  the  Bos- 
ton and  Providence  road  by  proper  switches  and  turn-outs,  so  as  not 
to  incommode  the  movements  thereon,  as  required  by  charter.  The 
track  is  thence  continued  to  the  car  and  passenger  house,  to  the  wharf 
and  to  the  engine  house,  with  convenient  turning  tables  and  switches, 
and  is  all  laid,  excepting  one  track  in  the  car  and  passenger  house, 
and  the  three  tracks  into  the  engine  house,  the  pits  therein  not  being 
quite  finished  to  receive  them.  The  whole  of  these  parts  of  the  work 
and  materials,  exclusive  of  the  iron  as  aforesaid,  is  estimated  at  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

They  have  contracted  for  the  building  of  a  car  and  passenger  house, 
and  an  engine  house,  to  be  built  at  their  depot  in  Seekonk,  on  the 
model  of  those  of  the  Lowell  road,  in  Boston ;  the  first,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  with  fifteen  feet  posts ;  the  other, 
thirty-five  feet  square,  and  of  the  same  height.  The  cost  when  fin- 
ished is,  by  contract,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars ;  but  some 
necessary  alterations  from  the  plan  in  the  engine  house  may  raise  the 
cost  to  four  thousand  dollars.  On  this,  one  thousand  dollars  accord- 
ing to  contract  ha^  been  advanced. 

These  buildings  are  finished,  except  the  plastering  of  the  rooms,  and 
some  other  small  matters  of  masons'  work  in  the  car  and  passenger 
house ;  and  the  putting  up  of  the  doors,  now  all  ready  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  engine  house,  and  the  masons'  work  in  the  interior  thereof, 
viz.,  a  brick  lining,  eight  feet  high  on  the  sides,  and  the  plastering  of 
the  roof.  These  will  be  finished  so  soon  as  the  season  will  permit, 
and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  whole  will  be  completed  and  ready 
for  use  by  the  middle  of  March  next. 

The  lands,  shores  and  flats  for  the  depot  and  wharf,  in  Seekonk, 
containing  upwards  of  200,000  feet,  have  been  purchased  and  paid  for, 
at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  certain  regulations  of  the  directors  of  the  Boston 
and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation,  made  and  published  by  them 
since  the  9th  of  August   last,   that  they  had  transferred  to  their  super- 
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intendent  of  their  road  all  the  power  of  making  rules  for  the  same, 
granted  to  them  under  the  5th  section  of  their  charter ;  and  it  was  not 
until  after  the  President  of  the  Seekonk  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
had  written  and  published  two  letters  to  the  President  of  the  Boston 
and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation,  concerning  these  regulations ; 
and  also  written  often  to  said  president,  requesting  such  rules  to  be 
made  by  the  directors  of  said  road,  that  their  secretary,  on  the  23d  of 
October  last,  furnished  to  the  directors  of  the  Branch  "  their  additional 
rules,"  by  which  their  cars  and  carriages  could  be  built.  In  these 
there  was  no  regulation  respecting  locomotives. 

Notwithstanding  these  embarrassments,  the  committee  for  building 
the  branch  road,  and  putting  the  same  in  operation,  have  contracted  for 
twelve  merchandize  cars,  all  the  wheels  having  a  wrought  iron  ring  cast 
into  the  rims  thereof;  and  for  four  passenger  cars  of  the  first  class  and 
two  of  the  second  class,  all  with  wheels  hoopt  with  wrought  iron  tires, 
to  be  ready  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  this 
will  be  done  early  in  March  next. 

The  directors  of  the  B.  and  P.  Rail-road  Corporation  having  declined 
furnishing  to  them  any  rules  for  the  construction  of  locomotives  or  the 
weight  thereof,  they  have  nevertheless  made  arrangements  to  obtain 
them  so  soon  as  the  general  court  shall  have  prescribed  the  tolls  paya- 
ble by  them  to  the  B.  and  P.  Rail-road  Corporation,  for  their  use  of  their 
road  with  locomotives,  cars  and  carriages,  according  to  their  charter  ; 
and  they  are  assured  that  such  engines  as  are  now  used  on  that  road 
can  be  furnished  by  one  company  in  thirty  days,  and  by  another  in  ten 
days  after  the  order  for  them  shall  have  been  received. 

When  it  was  ascertained  that  the  depot  at  Boston,  of  the  Boston  and 
Providence  Rail-road,  could  not  accommodate  the  locomotives,  cars  and 
carriages  of  the  Seekonk  Branch,  at  the  same  time  with  their  own,  ap- 
plication was  made  to  the  city  authorities  of  Boston,  for  a  location  on 
the  public  lands  near  that  depot,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  branch 
road  ;  but  being  met  there  by  an  officer  of  the  B.  and  P.  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, their  application  was  rejected. 

Whereupon,  they  applied  to  the  South  Cove  Company  for  a  location, 
and  to  the  directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Company, 
for  permission  to  pass  over  their  road  to  the  same;  and  the  result  has 
been,  that  they  have  built  a  depot  at  that  place,  with  the  necessary 
curves  to  go  and  return  from  the  same,  departing  from  the  Boston  and 
Providence  road  near  its  crossing  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road, 
and  entering  the  latter  and  passing  over  it  to  South  Cove,  where  their 
depot  is  built  by  the  side  of  that  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road. 
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Their  depot  is  built  and  furnished  in  that  plan,  and  curves  to  go 
and  return  to  and  from  the  same  are  all  finished,  excepting  the  laying 
of  a  part  of  the  iron  on  the  curves,  and  the  uniting  of  the  same  to  said 
roads.  Their  depot  consists  of  a  car  and  passenger  house,  150  feet 
long  and  40  feet  wide,  with  15  feet  posts ;  and  commodious  rooms  for 
all  purposes,  with  a  piazza  in  front  the  whole  length.  The  engine 
house  is  36  feet  square,  and  of  equal  height;  and  all  are  finished  with 
turning  tables  and  tracks,  viz  :  two  in  the  car  and  passenger  house, 
and  three  in  the  engine  house. 

The  location  for  this  depot  has  been  contracted  for  with  the  South 
Cove  Company,  and  the  Seekonk  Branch  Rail-road  Company  have  pe- 
titioned to  the  general  court  for  an  increase  of  capital  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure at  the  end  of  five  years,  when  the  same  is  payable.  The  cost 
of  this  depot,  viz. :  the  buildings,  tracks  and  curves  aforesaid,  exclu- 
sive of  the  iron  for  the  rails,  amounts,  as  near  as  it  can  now  be  ascer- 
tained, to  eight  thousand  dollars,  six  thousand  dollars  of  which  have 
been  already  paid  ;  and  notes  payable  on  time,  and  other  funds,  amount- 
ing to  much  more  than  this  balance,  are  in  the  hands  of  their  agent  in 
Boston,  to  meet  the  same,  as  the  bills  come  in  and  are  payable. 

It  is  thus  seen,  that  the  whole  cost  of  their  road,  with  the  two  depots 
and  the  curves  aforesaid,  will  be,  according  to  these  calculations, 
twenty-five  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  ;  nor  do  they  believe  that  the 
amount  will  vary  any  considerable  sum  therefrom ;  all  of  which  will  be 
ascertained  by  the  first  of  April  next. 

As  before  stated,  they  have  made  collections  from  their  shareholders 
sometimes  in  cash,  at  others  in  stocks,  and  when  they  could  do  no  bet- 
ter, they  have  taken  notes  payable  on  time.  From  these  they  have 
raised  funds  to  go  on  with  their  enterprize,  it  being  understood  that 
the  accounts  should  be  settled  and  closed  as  aforesaid ;  but  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  Company  required  it  to  be  done,  the  president  and 
treasurer,  who  were  the  acting  building  committee,  have  added  their 
own  funds  or  responsibility  to  those  of  the  corporation. 

They  have  done  these  things  because  they  were  unwilling  to  press 
the  stockholders  in  these  times,  when  most  men  want  all  their  own 
means  for  their  own  private  affairs  ;  and  because  they  have  continually 
found  a  powerful  and  hostile  influence  at  all  times  operating  against 
them,  and  nothing  but  the  greatest  moderation,  prudence  and  perse- 
verance could  secure  their  success. 

After  the  14th  of  August  last,  the  directors  of  the  Boston  and  Prov- 
idence Rail-road  Corporation  published  their  regulations,  by  which 
they  excluded  the  Seekonk  Branch  Rail-road  Company  from  the  use  of 
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that  road,  in  direct  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  branch  charter  ; 
and  without  any  such  authority  from  their  own  charter,  arrogated  to 
their  own  corporation  the  sole  right  to  use  locomotive  power  on  that 
road.  Many  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Branch  Company  were,  after 
this,  discouraged,  paid  their  assessments  with  reluctance ;  and  some 
refused  to  pay  at  all ;  for  it  was  alleged,  that  such  would  be  the 
influence  of  that  company  and  the  other  great  rail-road  and  joint  stock 
companies,  combined  against  the  branch,  that  they  might  induce  the 
general  court  to  abolish  our  charter,  sacrifice  all  we  had  done  and  ex- 
pended to  finish  our  enterprize,  and  bring  out  a  fair  competition  on  this 
line  of  travel ;  and  thus  by  defeating  us,  give  up  the  whole  to  the  sole 
use  and  benefit  of  the  N.  Y.  and  Providence  Transportation  Company. 

Nevertheless,  the  directors  of  the  Branch  Company  have  hitherto  de- 
clined using  legal  diligence  against  any  of  their  stockholders  ;  and  have 
pursued  the  course  before  stated,  relying  on  the  good  faith  of  the  gen- 
eral court,  pledged  to  them  in  their  charter,  whereby  the  right  to  use 
the  Boston  and  Providence  road,  or  any  part  thereof,  with  locomotives, 
cars,  and  carriages,  is  secured  to  them  ;  and  that,  in  pursuance  thereof, 
the  Legislature  would  prescribe  the  toll,  at  which  they  might  use  the 
same  in  that  manner  whenever  it  was  made  to  appear  to  the  general 
court  by  the  report  of  the  directors,  at  what  time  their  road  would  be 
finished  and  ready  for  operation  ;  nor  have  they  ever  entertained  a 
doubt,  that  this  would  be  done,  or  that  whenever  it  was  done,  any  event 
could  hinder  the  completing  of  their  enterprize,  well  knowing  that  the 
public  benefit  resulting  from  it,  could  not  fail  to  secure  success  to  all 
their  subsequent  operations. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

TRISTAM  BURGES,  President ; 
JOHN  W.  RICHMOND,  Treasurer ; 

Directors  of  S.  B.  Rail-road  Company, 

and  acting  Building  Committee. 


Providence,  ss.  City  of  Providence,  January  25,  1838. 

Then  the  above  named  Tristam  Burges  and  John  W.  Richmond, 
appeared  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  aforegoing  statement  by  them 
subscribed,  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  be- 
lief. Before  me, 

THO'S  WHITE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


TAUNTON  BRANCH  R.  ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  do  hereby 
make  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  of  the  directors  to  the  Legislature,  the 
capital  stock  of  this  corporation  has  been  increased  by  the  creation  of 
the  additional  number  of  five  hundred  shares,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  February  22,  1837;  and  at  a  meeting  of 
the  stockholders  on  June  26,  1837,  a  vote  was  passed  directing  the 
treasurer  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  812,500,  received  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers  and  merchandize,  towards  the  payment  of  the 
amount  becoming  due  from  the  holders  of  the  new  shares  thus  created. 
As  the  new  shares  were  distributed  proportionably  among  the  holders 
of  the  old  shares,  this  appropriation  was  equivalent  to  a  dividend  of  six 
and  a  quarter  per  cent,  on  the  old  capital  stock. 

The  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  is  eleven  miles  in  length.  The 
grades  are  as  follows,  commencing  at  its  junction  with  the  Boston  and 
Providence  Rail-road : — 

29.0  feet  per  mile,  descent. 


No 

1, 

29.0 

a 

2, 

15.6 

a 

3, 

13.9 

a 

4,  level. 

ee 

5, 

9.0 

a 

6,  level. 

a 

7, 

8.0 

a 

8,  level. 

a 

9, 

21.1 

ascent, 
descent. 
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There  are  no  curvatures  on  the  road,  except  the  short  curve,  by 
which  it  is  united  with  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  The 
average  width  of  the  grade  is  about  twenty-six  feet.  The  rails  are  of 
the  T  form,  and  are  supported  by  transverse  sleepers  of  wood  resting 
on  longitudinal  sills. 


The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  on  November 

30,  1837,  to  which  lime  the  accounts  are  made  up,  was    $228,225  00 


Amount  expended  in  constructing  the  road, 

"  "         for  engines  and  cars, 

"  "         for    depots,    car-houses,    and    other 

buildings,        ..... 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 

The  Expenditures  during  the  year  have  been  as  follows 
Repairs  on  the  road  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  30 

1837,  exclusive  of  new  work, 
Repairs  on  the  engines  and  cars, 
Amount   of  miscellaneous   expenses,    including   the 
amount  paid  to  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail 
road  for  their  proportion  of  the  receipts,    . 

Total  amount  of  expenditures  during  the  year  ending 
Nov.  30,  1837,  ..... 

The   Receipts  during  the  year   ending  November  30, 
1837,  have  been  as  follows  : — 

Amount  of  capital  paid  in,     . 

Amount  received  for  the  transportation  of  passengers, 
"  "  "  of  merchandize, 

Amount  of  other  miscellaneous  receipts, 

Total  amount  of  receipts,       .... 


198,482  18 
24,454  89 

21,982  16 
11,833  93 


1,509  28 
552  91 

72,623  48 

$74,685  67 

$29,325  00 
35,160  40 
11,023  61 

654  80 

$76,163  81 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Boston,  Dec.  20,  1S37. 


THO.  B.  WALES, 
JAMES  K.  MILLS, 
GEO.  W.  PRATT, 
JNO.  F.  LORING, 
WM.  A.  CROCKER, 


Directors 
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Suffolk,  ss.  December  20,  1837. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Thomas  B.  Wales,  J. 
K.  Mills,  John  F.  Loring  and  W.  A.  Crocker,  and  made  oath  that  the 
above  report  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief.  Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Suffolk,  ss.  December  23,  1837. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  G.  W.  Pratt,  and  made 
oath  that  the  above  report  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief.         Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WESTERN    RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts : 

As  required  by  the  provisions  of  law,  the  Directors  of  the  Western 
Rail-road  Corporation  herewith  present  their  Second  Annual  Re- 
port. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation,  in  February  last,  the  di- 
rectors of  the  previous  year  were  re-elected,  with  the  exception  that 
Francis  Jackson  having  declined  the  office,  Amasa  Walker  was  chosen 
in  his  stead. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  to  the  Legislature,  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  line,  between  the  village  of  Worcester  and  Seven  Mile  river  in 
East  Brookfield,  was  under  contract,  and  in  process  of  grading.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  this  work  has  been  steadily  prosecuted ;  the  grading 
of  about  sixteen  miles  has  been  completed,  and  that  upon  the  residue 
is  in  a  good  state  of  forwardness.  The  directors  are  confidently  of 
opinion,  that,  with  an  application  of  means,  not  inconsistent  with  a  pru- 
dent economy  of  expenditure,  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  road,  with  the 
exception  of  one  mile  at  New  Worcester,  and  one  mile  at  the  summits 
in  Charlton,  may  be  graded  and  ready  for  the  superstructure,  by  mid- 
summer of  the  present  year.  And  that  the  section  at  New  Worcester 
may  be  finished  by  the  first  of  November  next,  and  that  at  the  summit 
by  the  succeeding  spring. 

From  East  Brookfield  to  the  Connecticut  river,  the  route  adopted  is 
in  the  general  course  of  the  valley  of  the  Chickopee  river,  as  far  as  to 
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Stony  Hill,  in  Wilbraham ;  thence  it  crosses  the  plains  which  skirt 
the  Connecticut  valley  on  the  east,  to  the  head  of  Garden  brook,  and 
passing  down  this  brook,  the  line  strikes  the  Connecticut  river  about 
half  a  mile  above  the  court-house  in  Springfield.  In  its  course,  it 
passes  south  of,  and  near  to,  the  villages  of  South  and  West  Brookfield, 
through  the  village  of  Warren,  about  two  miles  south  of  Three  Rivers 
village  in  Palmer,  and  near  the  Ludlow  factories. 

From  Stony  Hill  to  the  river,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles,  four 
routes  were  surveyed.  And  these  were  continued  to  a  proper  point  of 
union,  west  of  the  river.  1.  Crossing  the  river  at  Cabotville,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Chickopee,  and  about  4  miles  north  of  the  court  house. 
2.  By  End  brook,  about  1  3-4  miles  north  of  the  same  point.  3.  By 
Garden  brook,  and  4.  by  the  valley  of  Mill  river  in  the  southerly  part 
of  Springfield.  The  line  by  Garden  brook  being  the  least  expensive, 
and  with  the  most  favorable  grades,  was,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
engineers,  adopted  by  the  directors. 

The  whole  of  the  line  from  East  Brookfield  to  the  Connecticut  river, 
was  definitely  located,  and,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  miles  ad- 
joining the  river,  was  put  under  contract  for  grading,  in  the  month  of 
June  last,  upon  favorable  terms.  The  work  of  graduation  was  soon 
after  commenced  upon  the  greater  portion  of  it,  and  it  has  been  contin- 
ued to  the  present  time,  as  vigorously  as  a  prudent  regard  to  the  state 
of  the  times  would  admit. 

Of  this  portion  of  the  road,  being  about  34  3-4  miles,  about  11  miles 
are  already  graded,  and  the  residue  is  advanced  in  a  manner  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  directors.  Should  no  unfortunate  obstacle  delay  the  progress 
of  the  work,  it  is  confidently  believed,  that,  excepting  one  mile  at 
Twelve-mile  brook  in  Wilbraham,  and  two  miles  adjoining  the  Connec- 
ticut river,  this  part  of  the  road  may  be  graded,  and  ready  for  the  su- 
perstructure by  next  autumn,  and  it  is  estimated  that  those  three  miles 
may  be  graded  during  the  succeeding  winter. 

Thus  it  appears,  if  these  reasonable  expectations  are  not  disappoint- 
ed, that,  of  the  road  from  Worcester  to  Springfield,  being  about  54 
miles,  there  are  already  graded,  27   miles. 

That  by  mid-summer,  there  will  be  graded,  21       " 

By  1st  of  November  next,  1       " 

And  by  the  spring  of  1839,  the  residue,  5       " 

54    miles. 
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A  reference  to  the  last  annual  report  will  show,  that,  at  the  date  of 
it,  (January,  1837,)  very  extensive  preliminary  surveys  had  been  made 
between  Connecticut  river  and  the  western  boundary  of  the  state. 
Those  surveys  had  pointed  out  two  general  routes  in  competition  for 
preference.  A  northern  one,  by  Chester,  Dalton  and  Pittsfield — and 
the  southern  by  Otis,  Lee  and  Stockbridge. 

By  the  character  of  the  country  on  the  northern  line,  we  are  virtu- 
ally confined  to  one  general  route.  And  this  having  been  previously 
traced  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  whose  maps,  profiles  and  reports  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  engineers,  preliminary  surveys  were  there  unnecessary; 
and  they  had  proceeded  directly  with  an  approximate  location.  The 
surveys  upon  the  south  route  had  been  over  a  wide  extent  of  country, 
from  Becket  on  the  north,  to  Granville  and  Tolland  on  the  south;  and 
they  were  experimental  only.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  maps  and 
profiles,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  as  intimated  in  the  former  report,  to 
select  the  lines  upon  the  southern  route,  most  favorable  for  a  continu- 
ous one  from  Westfield  to  West  Stockbridge,  and  make  an  approxi- 
mate location  there;  thus  placing  both  routes,  in  this  respect,  upon  the 
same  footing.  This  additional  work  was  accomplished,  and  a  report 
made  by  the  engineers,  in  June  last,  embracing  full  details  of  the  ap- 
proximate location  upon  both  routes. 

By  an  examination  of  this  report  it  was  ascertained,  that  the  differ- 
ence in  the  length  of  the  two  routes,  and  in  the  estimated  expense  of 
construction,  was  comparatively  trifling,  being  each  a  little  in  favor  of 
the  south  route;  that  the  principal  summit  was  51  feet  higher,  and  the 
aggregate  elevation  of  all  the  summits  113  feet  more  upon  the  south 
than  upon  the  north  route;  which  would  give  a  difference,  in  the 
equated  distance,  of  5.23  miles  in  favor  of  the  north  line;  that  the 
whole  curvature  was  390  degrees  greater  upon  the  south  route  than 
upon  the  north ;  and  that  of  grades  over  50  feet  per  mile,  there  were 
8.3  miles  more  upon  the  south  than  upon  the  north  route. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  report,  the  directors,  at  the  request  of  the 
friends  of  each  route,  gave  them  a  hearing ;  and  after  a  full  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  and  an  examination  of  the  lines  by  a  part  of  the 
board,  they,  in  August  last,  decided  in  favor  of  the  northern  route, 
through  Pittsfield,  and  ordered  the  same  to  be  definitely  located.  The 
board,  however,  reserved  for  future  decision,  on  the  coming  in  of  the 
report  upon  the  definite  location,  three  points,  which  are  still  unde- 
termined, viz.,  the  direction  of  the  lines  through  the  villages  of  West- 
field  and  Pittsfield,  and  the  western  termination  of  the  road,  either  at 
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the  Canaan  Gap  in  West  Stockbridge,  or  at  Hatch's  Gap  in  Richmond, 
which  are  about  2  2-3  miles  apart. 

At  the  Canaan  Gap,  the  road  would  unite  with  the  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  road,  which  extends  to  the  city  of  Hudson.  This  is  already 
fully  graded,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  distance,  requiring  a  few 
weeks  more  work,  and  the  superstructure  has  been  commenced.  The 
superintendent  gives  assurance,  that  the  whole  will  be  in  operation 
before  the  close  of  the  next  summer. 

The  Albany  rail-road  may  also  terminate  at  the  Canaan  Gap,  in 
West  Stockbridge.  Indeed,  no  other  route  was  suggested  for  it,  till 
within  the  last  year.  But  since  the  date  of  our  last  report,  the  super- 
intendent of  that  road  has  asked  attention  to  the  route  from  Pittsfield, 
by  Hatch's  Gap  in  Richmond,  and  thence  by  New  Lebanon  to  Albany. 
It  is  represented,  that  this  route,  if  practicable,  will  save  about  six 
miles  in  the  distance  between  Pittsfield  and  Albany.  Of  the  practica- 
bility of  that  part  of  the  route  which  is  within  the  state  of  New  York, 
at  a  reasonable  expense,  satisfactory  evidence  has  not  been  exhibited. 
But  as  soon  as  it  was  decided  that  the  route  of  our  road  would  be  by 
Pittsfield,  a  survey  was  had  from  thence  to  Hatch's  Gap.  The  line,  so 
far  as  ivithin  this  state,  was  found  to  be  favorable,  and  with  light 
grades,  and  to  be  about  2  1-3  miles  shorter  than  that  to  the  Canaan  Gap. 

The  directors  regret,  that  nothing  effective  has  yet  been  done, 
towards  the  construction  of  the  Albany  road.  Indeed,  as  has  been  in- 
timated, the  route  of  that  road  is  still  undecided.  But  after  repeated 
solicitations  and  conferences,  and  a  recent  visit  of  the  agent  to  Albany 
for  the  purpose,  the  directors  of  that  company  have  now  engaged  to 
give  an  early  decision  as  to  their  general  route,  and  the  point  at  which 
they  desire  to  strike  the  state  line. 

The  definite  location  of  our  road  from  Connecticut  river  to  the  state 
line  has  now  been  completed ;  and  the  final  maps,  profiles  and  estimates 
of  the  same  are  in  progress.  These  are  not  sufficiently  advanced  to 
permit  the  results  now  to  be  given.  But  it  is  believed,  they  will  not 
differ  materially  from  those  upon  the  approximate  location,  made  near- 
ly upon  the  same  line. 

The  report  of  the  engineers  upon  this  definite  location  may  be  ex- 
pected in  a  few  weeks.  Upon  its  receipt,  the  directors  will  be  ready  to 
decide  upon  the  lines  at  the  Westfield  and  Pittsfield  villages,  and  upon 
the  course  of  the  road  westward  of  Pittsfield,  as  well  as  upon  the  question 
of  its  union  with  the  Albany  and  Hudson  roads.  And  it  is  believed, 
that,  before  the  opening  of  the  coming  spring,  the  whole  line,  from 
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Springfield  to  the  boundary  of  New  York,  may  be  ready  to  be  put  under 
contract  for  grading. 

The  directors  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  commen- 
cing this  part  of  the  work  early  in  the  next  season,  and,  should  ade- 
quate means  be  provided  for  the  expenditure,  they  see  no  obstacle  to 
its  immediate  prosecution.  The  necessity  of  this  course  is  strongly  urged 
by  the  fact,  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  original  subscription  to  the  stock, 
the  road  from  Pittsfield  to  the  state  line  must  be  completed  as  early  as 
that  part  between  Worcester  and  Springfield.  And,  unless  the  former 
can  be  far  advanced  during  the  present  year,  the  state  of  it  may  require 
an  unnecessary  and  very  injurious  delay  upon  the  latter.  The  di- 
rectors, therefore,  will  omit  no  reasonable  exertion  to  commence  the 
grading  westward  of  Pittsfield  as  early  as  is  practicable. 

Six  assessments  of  five  dollars  each  have  been  laid  upon  the  stock. 
The  two  first  had  been  fully  paid  at  the  date  of  the  last  report;  the 
third  was  then  in  process  of  collection,  and  the  fourth  had  been  laid, 
payable  on  the  17th  of  the  succeeding  April.  Owing  to  the  extraordi- 
nary pecuniary  embarrassments  which  existed  at  the  latter  date,  the  di- 
rectors deemed  it  prudent  to  postpone  the  collection  of  the  fourth  as- 
sessment to  the  25th  of  September  last.  During  the  past  year,  a  fifth  as- 
sessment was  laid,  and  it  became  payable  on  the  15th  November  last, 
and  the  sixth  will  fall  due  on  the  25th  day  of  January  instant. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  corporation  for  the  year  past, 
as  stated  by  the  treasurer,  are  as  follows^  viz  : 

I.     Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report,  Jan.  14,  1837,  $262,(502  44 

Amount  since  received,  on  3d  instalment,     $133,985  00 

4th         "  *75,100  00 

5th         «  28,830  00 

6th         «  720  00 

Interest  received  since  last  report,  14,143  60 

252,778  60 


$515,381  04 

*  Exclnsive  of  $50,000  due  fro*n  the  State. 
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2.     Expenditures. 
Amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses, 

"  "     engineer  department,  including  sur- 

veys and  superintendance  of  construction, 
Amount  paid    for  construction, 

"  "       land  damages  and  fencing, 

11  u       timber  lands, 

Balance  on  hand, 


$4,681  34 

35,214  33 

363,490  39 

40,292  81 

1,812  50 

69,889  67 

$515,381  04 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Boston,  Jan.  2,  1838. 


THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
ROBERT  RANTOUL,  Jr., 
EDM.  DWIGHT, 
JOHN  HENSHAW, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr., 
AMASA  WALKER, 
GEO.  BLISS,  Directors. 


Suffolk,  ss.  Jan.  3,  1838. 

Sworn  to, 

Before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY   LORING, 

Justice  oj  the  Peace. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

The  undersigned,  President  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
Corporation,  in  behalf  of  the  said  corporation,  and  in  compliance 
with  a  requisition  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  April  19th, 
1837,  entitled,  an  act  concerning  rail-road  corporations,  respectfully 
report : 

That,  although  the  said  rail-road  has  been,  for  more  than  two  years 
past,  opened  for  use,  there  is  yet  remaining  to  be  completed,  a  small 
part  of  the  work,  proposed  to  be  done,  upon  some  of  the  depots  and 
buildings  belonging  to  the  said  road,  which  will  require  a  small  addi- 
tional expenditure  yet  to  be  made ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  assessments 
on  a  portion  of  the  capital  stock  last  voted  to  be  raised,  are  yet  unpaid. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  of  the  said  rail-road  which  was 
paid  in  to  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  was  $1,518,825  00 


The  amount  expended  to  the  above  date,  in  constructing 

the  said  road,  including  materials,  &c,  was   .  .      944,359  50 

The  amount  expended  for  engines  and  cars,       .  .      135,389  55 

"  "  "  depots,  car-houses  and  other 

buildings,  .  147,644  97 

"  "  "  bridges,  including  viaduct  a- 

cross  Mill  Basins,  141,714  07 
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The  amount  expended  for  land  and  damages,  including 

surplus  land,  .  ,      173,764  00 

"  Millbury  Branch,       .  .        41,016  65 

11  "  "  miscellaneous  expenses,  inclu- 

ding engineering,  salaries, 
interest,  &,c,  .  .       126,405  65 


Total  amount  of  expenditures  to  Jan.  1, 1838,         $1,710,294  39 


The  length  of  the  rail-road,  from  the  passenger-house  on  Lincoln 
street,  in  Boston,  to  the  passenger-house  near  Main  street,  in  Worces- 
ter, is  44  miles,  and  3325  feet.  The  length  of  the  Millbury  Branch, 
from  the  main  road  in  Grafton,  to  the  depot  in  Millbury,  is  three  miles 
and  1407  feet. 

The  number  of  planes  on  the  main  road  is  forty-eight;  of  which 
eighteen,  measuring  about  fourteen  miles,  are  level.  The  rest  of  the 
road,  measuring  thirty  and  five-eighths  miles,  is  in  thirty  planes  of 
different  rates  of  inclination. 

The  least  inclination  is  at  the  rate  of  four  feet  in  a  mile,  and  the 
greatest,  thirty  feet  in  a  mile,  with  the  exception  of  a  plane  in  the  South 
Cove,  in  Boston,  near  the  termination  of  the  road,  where  it  rises  seven 
feet  and  a  half,  after  passing  under  Front  street,  at  the  rate  of  forty-four 
feet  in  a  mile. 

The  greatest  degree  of  curvature  on  any  part  of  the  road,  west  of 
Brighton,  is  upon  a  radius  of  1432  feet ;  most  of  the  curves  being  of  a 
much  larger  radius.  In  Brighton  and  Brookline,  there  are  three  short 
curves,  of  a  radius  of  1146  ;  and  in  the  South  Cove,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, near  the  termination  of  the  road,  there  are  four  short  curves  of  a 
radius  of  600  feet. 

Of  the  Millbury  branch  of  the  rail-road,  a  little  more  than  half  a  mile 
is  level.  The  rest  is  in  five  planes,  of  different  lengths,  inclining  from 
eight  and  a  half  feet  to  thirty-two  and  three  quarters  feet  in  a  mile. 
The  greatest  degree  of  curvature  is  on  a  radius  of  954  feet,  and  all  the 
other  curves,  are  of  a  much  larger  radius. 

The  width  of  the  grade,  of  the  main  road,  throughout  the  whole 
length,  is  twenty-four  feet. 

The  iron  rails,  which  are  parallel  edge  rails,  are  supported  by  cast 
iron  chains,  on  cross  sleepers  of  wood,  mostly  cedar  and  chesnut.  The 
ends  of  the  sleepers  rest  on  a  bed  of  stone  rubble,  placed  under  the 
rails,  along  the  whole  length  of  the  road. 
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On  some  short  distances  the  chairs  are  placed  on  timbers  supported 
by  piles,  and  in  other  modes,  without  the  use  of  rubble.  The  sleepers 
on  the  Millbury  Branch,  and  generally  on  the  turnouts,  are  supported 
at  the  ends  by  plank  or  other  timber,  placed  longitudinally  beneath  the 
rails. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATHAN  HALE, 

Boston,  February  16,  1838. 


Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  February  16,  1838. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Nathan  Hale,  President 
of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation,  and  made  oath 
that  the  foregoing  report  by  him  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  his 
best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

GEO.  MOREY,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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In  Senate,  February  6,  1840. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Rail-ways  and  Canals,  to  whom 
were  committed  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  several  rail-road  corpora- 
tions, Report,  that  the  same  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature, 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 

JAS.  SAVAGE,  Chairman. 

Senate,  Feb.  6,  1840. 
Accepted. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

CHARLES  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 

House  or  Representatives,  Feb.  6,  1840. 
Concurred. 

L.  a  CUSHING,  Clerk. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND     LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD     CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  do 
hereby  make  their  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .  .      $1,650,000  00 


The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year,  exclusive 
of  amount  spent  and  charged  to  the  cost  of  the 
Road,  is 

For  repairs  on  the  Road,  including  repairs  on  bridges 

and  some  improvements  in  drainage,  .  .         $18,843  09 

For  repairs  on  engines  and  cars,         ^  .  .  16,384  54 

For  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  and  all  other  miscellane- 
ous expenses,  .....  56,923  81 


$92,151  44 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is 

For  transporting  passengers   between  Boston   and 

Lowell,  .  .  .  $119,923  30 

"  "  merchandise,      .  .  .  100,745  55 

United  States  Mail,        .  .  1,000  00 

"  "  passengers  for  the  Boston  and    . 

Portland  Rail-road  Corporation 
over  our  Road,  .  15,114  15 
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For  transporting  merchandise  for  the  Boston   and 

Portland  Rail-road  Corporation  over  our  road,     .  $4,436  04 


$241,219  94 


The  amount  divided  during  the  past  year,  is  $126,000,  being  two 
dividends  of  four  per  cent,  each,  one  on   a  capital  of  $1,500,000,  the 
other  on  a  capital  of  $1,650,000. 
Since  the  last  annual  report,  there   has  been  expended 

towards  the  completion   of   the    road,    depots,    and 

appurtenances,  .....     $32,812  71 

Whole  amount  expended  on  the  cost  of  the  road  and 

appurtenances  at  the  time  of  the  last  annual  report,       1,575,663  50 


Whole  cost  of  the  road,  to  November  30th,  1839,  $1,608,476  21 

Balance  of  capital  unexpended,  ....         41,523  79 


$1,650,000  00 


A  portion  of  the  second  track  has  been  in  daily  use  for  more  than 
a  year.  Iron  rails  have  been  ordered,  and  other  preparations  made  for 
its  continuation  towards  Lowell  during  the  coming  summer. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


P.  T.  JACKSON, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
JOSEPH  TILDEN, 
GEO.   W.  LYMAN, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 

Directors. 


Boston,  January  1,  1840. 


Boston,  January  1,  1840. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  aforenamed  Joseph  Tilden,  Wm.  Ap- 
pleton,  John  Bryant,  P.  T.  Jackson,  and  Geo.  W.  Lyman,  Esquires, 
and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement  by  them  seve- 
rally subscribed.  Before  me, 

C.  R.  LOWELL,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON     AND     PORTLAND 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road  Corporation  do 
hereby  make  their  Fifth  Annual  Report  "  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,"  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

Soon  after  their  last  Annual  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  directors  proceeded  to  make  provision  for  the  extension  of 
their  road  from  its  temporary  termination  in  Bradford,  to  the  line  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  there  to  connect  with  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Rail-road,  then  and  still  in  progress  of  construction  through  that  State 
to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Maine. 

They  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  of  the  most  approved 
construction  for  stability  and  permanence,  and  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length  over  Merrimac  river. 

The  said  bridge  was  so  nearly  completed,  as  to  be  ready  to  accom- 
modate the  business  of  the  road  in  the  early  part  of  December  last ;  and 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road,  together 
with  about  nine  miles  of  the  New  Hampshire  portion  of  the  same  line 
was  opened  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  on  the  first  of  the  pre- 
sent month. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  addition  to  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road, 
including  the  bridge,  depot  buildings  in  Haverhill,  land  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  same,  will  not  exceed  the  estimate  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  as  given  in  our  last  Annual  Report. 

To  aid  them  in  defraying  this  expense,  the  Directors  have  received 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt, 
to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  so  liberally  granted  by  the  last 
Legislature,  for  the  promotion  of  this  important  public  improvement. 
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Little  now  remains  for  the  entire  completion  of  the  work.  The 
whole  of  this  Rail-road  (as  well  as  the  New  Hampshire  portion  of  the 
line)  is  laid  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  with  a  heavy  iron  rail  of 
the  most  approved  character,  for  stability,  durability,  and  convenient 
use ;  and  the  rail  track  is,  in  other  respects,  equal  to  the  best  struc- 
tures of  the  kind  in  New  England.  In  the  construction  of  the  road 
bed  itself,  a  new  principle  has  been  adopted,  which  the  Directors  are 
confident  will  operate  in  a  great  measure  to  secure  the  rail  track  against 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  to  which  Rail-roads  in  this  climate  are  expos- 
ed ;  the  injurious  effect  of  frost. 

Total  amount  of  capital  paid  in  by  stockholders,  $278,165  26 

Massachusetts  State  Scrip,  150,000  00 

$428,165  26 
There   has    been    paid   towards  the   construction  of  a 

bridge  over  Merrimac  river  and  road,       .         .         .         86,923  13 

The    amount   of  income   the  past  year  is  from  Passen- 
ger Train,            ...                  ...  53,885  20 

From  Merchandise  Train,             12,804  23 

"     Transporting  United  States  Mail,    .         .         .  1,900  00 

"     Rents,  &c.             411  70 


,001   13 

The  amount  expended  the  past  year,  exclusive  of  amount 

spent  and  charged  to  cost  of  Road,  for  repairs  of  Road,       3,609  48 

For  repairs  of  Engines  and  Cars,         ....  3,931  84 

"    Toll  to  B.  &,  L.  Rail-road  Corporation,     .         .         .     19,55]   09 
"    Fuel,  Oil,  Salaries,  and  other  miscellaneous  expense,       16,230  26 


$43,322  67 


The  amount  of  dividends  the  past  year  is,  being  six  dol- 
lars per  share  on  the  stock,  one  dividend  of  two  per 
cent,  was  made  in  April,  the  other  of  four  per  cent,  in 
October, 18,000  00 

Interest  paid  on  State  Scrip,  ....  5,000  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HOBART  CLARK, 
EN.  SILSBY, 
SAM'L.  A.  WALKER, 
THOS.  WEST, 
Andover,  January  28,  1840.  AMOS  ABBOTT. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Essex,  ss.  January  28,  1840. 

Then  Hobart  Clark,  Enoch  Silsby,  Thomas  West,  and  Samuel  A 
Walker,  before  named,  personally  appeared,  and  severally  made  oath 
that  the  statement  aforesaid  by  them  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

SAMUEL  MERRILL,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    PROVIDENCE 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation 
do  hereby  make  their  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  do- 
ings, receipts  and  expenditures,  as  required  by  law. 

During  the  past  year  they  have  settled  their  controversy  with  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company,  and  have  also,  under  the  authority 
given  them  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  tenth  of  April  last, 
purchased  of  the  Seekonk  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  their  entire 
road,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  fran- 
chise to  them  belonging,  and  have  filed  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office  a  duplicate  of  the  deed  or  contract  of  sale. 

They  have  also  erected  a  large  brick  store-house  at  the  Boston 
Depot,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Taunton  and  Dedham  Branches, 
and  have  filled  up  a  large  piece  of  flats,  and  secured  the  same  from  the 
tides  by  a  substantial  stone  wall.  They  have  enlarged  the  machine 
shop,  and  erected  an  additional  wood-shed  and  a  passenger  house  in 
Roxbury.  They  have  also  completed  the  second  track  to  Roxbury, 
and  have  incurred  a  heavy  expense  in  widening  the  road  in  various 
places,  and  in  making  drains  and  bank  walls. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  Capital  of  the  Corporation 

paid  in,  is  .  .  .  .  .       $1,782,000  00 


The  whole  amount  of  their  expenditures  the  past  year  is  as  follows  : 

For  the  purchase  of  the  road  and  franchise  of  the  See- 
konk Branch  Company,  including  their  cars,  $31,955  70 
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For  construction  of  the  main  road,  including  sums 
paid  for  land  and  damages,  erection  of  buildings, 
amount  paid  to  Boston  Water  Power  Company, 
completion  of  second  track  to  Roxbury,  and  other 
permanent  improvements, 
For  repairs  of  road,  .... 

"    repairs  of  engines  and  cars, 

"  amount  paid  to  the  Rhode  Island  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, for  the  lease  of  their  road,  bridge,  and 
depot,  under  contract  sanctioned  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  Commonwealth,  . 
"  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  and  all  other  miscellane- 
ous expenses,     .  .  .  ... 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is  : 
For  transportation  of  passengers, 
"    transportation  of  merchandise,    . 
"    transportation  of  mail, 

"    interest,  .  .  .  $3,495  74 

From  which  deduct  the  balance  of  in- 
terest against  the  company  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  661  08 


$62,424   67 

8,604  28 

19,466  99 


6,468  10 

65,491  74   <S* 

$194,411  48 

$234,237  42 

72,939  11 

3,000  00 


Leaves  the  present  balance  of  interest 

account  in  favor  of  the  company,* 
For  rents,       .... 


2,834  66 
896  25 

$313,907  44 
$142,560  00 


The  amount  divided  during  the  past  year,  is 

being  in  two  dividends. 

The  first  dividend  was  declared  in  January,  and  the  second  in  July 

last,  each  being  four  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in, 

viz.  $1,782,000. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr., 

WM.  APPLETON, 

JOSEPH  W.  REVERE, 

WM.  STURGIS, 

Directors. 
Boston,  January  13,  1840. 
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Suffolk,  ss.  January  27,  1840. 

Then  personally  appeared  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  Joseph  W.  Revere, 
William  Appleton,  and  William  Sturgis,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth 
of  the  foregoing  statement  by  them  severally  subscribed. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House    of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  R nil-road  Corporation, 
respectfully  submit  the  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings, 
and  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Within  the  past  year,  the  Directors  have,  by  agreement  with  the 
directors  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation,  united  their  road  at 
Worcester  with  the  said  Western  Rail-road,  and  established  regular 
lines  of  transportation,  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  freight, 
over  the  whole  of  the  said  Boston  and  Worcester  road,  and  such  part 
of  th2  said  Western  Road,  as  is  completed  and  open  for  use  ;  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  agreement,  regular  trains  of  passenger  and 
freight  cars,  have  been  run  between  Boston  and  Springfield,  since  the 
opening  of  the  Western  Rail-road,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  days, 
when  the  roads  were  obstructed  by  deep  snows. 

They  have  also  agreed  upon  the  terms  of  an  arrangement,  with  the 
directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation,  for 
establishing  regular  lines  of  transportation,  for  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers and  freight  between  Boston  and  Norwich,  to  be  carried  into 
operation,  as  soon  as  the  said  Norwich  and  Woicester  Rail-road  shall 
be  completed.  The  rails  are  already  laid  on  the  whole  of  that  road, 
with  the  exception  of  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  The  work  on 
this  part  of  the  road  was  unfortunately  interrupted  in  December,  by  a 
violent  snow  storm,  at  a  time  when  it  was  hoped  that  with  the  con- 
tinuance of  two  weeks  more  of  mild  weather,  it  might  be  finished,  and 
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the  road  opened  for  use  during  the  winter.  Jn  consequence  of  this 
disappointment,  the  opening  of  the  road  was  necessarily  delayed,  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  it  will  be  completed  early  in  the  ensu- 
ing spring,  when  the  arrangements,  for  establishing  regular  lines  of 
communication  over  the  whole  of  the  two  roads,  will  be  carried  into 
effect. 

The  Directors  have,  within  the  last  season,  caused  a  second  rail- 
way track  to  be  laid  down,  on  that  part  of  the  road  which  lies  between 
Natick  and  Hopkinton,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles.  By  estab- 
lishing a  double  track  for  this  distance,  on  the  middle  portion  of  the 
rail-road,  the  upward  and  downward  passenger  and  freight  trains, 
which  will  be  necessarily  increased  in  number,  in  consequence  of  the 
opening  of  the  Western  and  Norwich  roads,  will  be  enabled  to  pass 
one  another  with  less  delay  and  less  liability  to  accident,  than  if  re- 
quired to  meet,  as  heretofore,  at  one  of  the  three  stations  at  Fram- 
ingham,  Natick,  and  Hopkinton.  The  work  of  laying  this  portion  of 
a  second  track,  is  nearly  completed,  but  in  consequence  of  being  re- 
tarded by  an  unexpected  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  iron  from  Eng- 
land, it  was  interrupted  by  the  sudden  approach  of  winter,  before  it 
was  entirely  finished. 

Some  further  improvement  of  the  construction  of  the  road  has  been 
made,  during  the  past  season,  by  enlarging  the  drains,  and  widening 
the  deep  cuts,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  rails  more  secure 
against  the  effects  of  the  frost,  and  the  drains  against  obstructions  by 
slides  of  earth. 

Some  expenditures  have  also  been  made  in  enlarging  the  accommo- 
dations at  some  of  the  depot  stations,  and  increasing  the  number  of 
engines  and  cars,  in  preparation  for  an  enlarged  amount  of  business, 
anticipated  from  the  important  extension  of  the  lines  of  communica- 
tion. For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenditures  for  these  objects, 
the  stockholders  voted,  on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  to  increase 
the  capital  stock  to  $1,800,000  by  the  creation  of  one  thousand  addi- 
tional shares,  in  the  manner  authorized  by  the  charter,  all  of  which 
have  been  taken  up  at  par. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  two  last  years,   and 

charged  to  the  account  of  construction,  was  .  8137,791  43 

The  amount  previously  expended   and  charged  to  the 

same  account,  as  by  annual  report  of  1838,  was,  1,710,294  39 


Making  a  total  of    .....       81,848,08582 
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From  which  deduct  amount  reserved  from  income 
and  carried  to  reserved  fund  on  account  of  decay 
and  wear  of  road,  engines,  &c.  beyond  what  is  re- 
placed by  repairs  and  new  work,     .  .  .  848,830  00 

Present   valuation   of  road,  land,    depot,    buildings, 

engines,  cars,  &c.  ....     81,799,255  82 


The  amount  of  income  received  during  the  past  year 

was  as  follows  : 
From  fare  of  passengers,      ....         8122,495  92 
From  freight,  mail,  &c.         ....  106,251   16 

Rents,  storage,  &c.  ....  3,060  10 


Total,  not  including  a  surplus  of  the  preceding  year,         8231,807  18 


The  expenditures   within  the   year,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  charged   to  the  account   of  construction, 
were  as  follows  : 
For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,         .  .  .  825,198  46 

Repairs  of  road,         .....  18,03509 

All  other  expenses,  .....  83,151   28 


Total,  ......         8126,384  83 


The  following  dividends  of  profits  were  declared  within  the  year,  viz  : 
July  1,  1839,  3£per  cent,     ....  $59,500  00 

Jan.  1,   1840,  3  per  cent       ....  51,000  00 


Total,  ......        8110,500  00 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


NATHAN  HALE, 
DAVID  HENSHAW, 
ELIPHALET  WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM  JACKSON, 
DANIEL  DENNY, 
NATH'L.  HAMMOND, 
WM.  STURGIS. 


Boston,  January  22,   1840. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk,  ss.  January  23,  A.  D.  1840. 

Sworn  to  by  the  said  David  Henshaw,  Eliphalet    Williams,    Daniel 
Denny,  Nathan  Hale,  Nathaniel  Hammond,  and  William  Sturgis. 

Before  me, 

GEO.  MOREY ,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1340,  personally  appeared, 
William  Jackson,  and  *hen  and  there  made  oath  in  due  form  of  law, 
that  the  above  report  by  him  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

HENRY  C.  SIMONDS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said  County. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

CHARLESTOWN    BRANCH 

RAIL-ROAD    COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  assembled  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Charlestovvn  Branch  Rail-road  Company  do  here- 
by respectfully  make  their  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and 
duings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation  : 

In  the  last  report  it  was  stated,  that  the  road  was  completed  from 
the  junction  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  to  Gray's  Wharf  in 
Charlestown  ;  since  which  a  second  track  has  been  completed  for  a 
distance  of  about  fourteen  hundred  feet  from  the  easterly  termination, 
and  the  road  opened  for  transportation  of  merchandise. 

The  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to 
this  Company,  has  been  accepted. 

A  contract  has  been  made  between  this  Company  and  the  Nashua 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Company,  for  the  use  of  this  road,  (a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  submitted,)  and  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Company  commenced  transporting  merchandise  under  said  con- 
tract on  first  of  June  last. 

By  a  statement  of  the  treasurer,  made  up  to  the  1st  instant,  it   ap- 
pears that  the  receipts  of  the  company  the  past  year  have  been, — 
From  assessments,  ....  $50,075  00 


And  the  expenses  for  the  past  year,  to  same  date,  have  been, — 
For  miscellaneous  expenses,     ....         $3,915  13 
"     damages  for  land  taken,  .  .  .  19,730  90 

"     construction  of  road,        .  .  .  .  13,417  61 
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For  expenses  of  road,  ....  242  50 


Total,  $37,306  14 


In  compliance  with  the  sixth  section  of  "  an  Act  concerning  Rail- 
road Corporations,"  passed  April  19th,  1837,  the  Directors  further 
report  : 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .  .         $100,200  00 


The  total  amount  expended  is  as  follows,  viz : 

For  construction  of  road,       ....  $60,914    10 

"     land,  and  damages  for  land  taken,           .              .  23,356  57 

"     miscellaneous  expenses,               .             .             .  6,515  16 

"     expenses  of  road,            ....  242  50 


Total,  .  .-  .  .  891,028  33 


1300 
2460 

feet. 

3140 

it 

The  length  of  the  road  from  the  junction  with  the  Boston  and  Low- 
ell Rail-road  to  Gray's  Wharf,  viz  : 
Embankment  at  westerly  end  of  road,  15  feet   wide 

on  top,  .  .  -  .  . 

Bridge  across  the  bay  to  Prison  Point,  25  feet  wide, 
From  Prison  Point  to  Gray's  Wharf,  principally  over 

land  made  on  flats,  (25  feet  in  width,)  . 

Total,         ......         6900  feet. 

The  number  of  planes  on  the  road  are  four, — two  are  level,  one  has 
an  inclination  of  10^j  feet  in  a  mile,  and  the  other  has  an  inclina- 
tion of  14Ty<y  feet  in  a  mile. 

The  greatest  curvature  on  the  road  is  on  a  radius  of  550  feet. 

The  rails  are  of  the  T  pattern,  and  are  secured  to  cedar  sleepers, 
laid  on  a  longitudinal  sill  of  pine,  4  by  9  inches,  the  said  sill  resting 
on  a  bed  of  beach  gravel. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  THOMPSON, 

T.  C.  SMITH, 

ABIJAH  GOODRIDGE, 

EBEN'R.  BARKER, 

Directors. 
Charlestown,  January  30,  1840. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Middlesex,  ss.  Cha?'lestown,  January  30lA,  1840. 

Personally  appeared  the  aforegoing  named  Charles  Thompson, 
Thomas  C.  Smith,  Abijah  Goodridge,  and  Ebenezer  Barker,  being 
directors  in  the  Charlestovvn  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  and  sever- 
ally made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  respectively  subscrib- 
ed, is  true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief, 

Before  me, 

WM.   WYMAN,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


(Copy.) 

Articles  of  agreement,  of  two  parts,  made  this  twentieth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  by 
and  between  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  a  corpora- 
tion duly  established  by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, of  the  one  part,  and  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration, duly  established  by  the  authority  of  said  Commonwealth  and  of 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  of  the  other  part. 

The  said  parties  hereto  have  agreed,  and  do  hereby  covenant,  grant 
and  agree  each  to,  and  with  the  other,  in  manner  and  form  following, 
that  is  to  say  : — 

Art.  1.  The  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  for  the 
considerations  hereinafter  mentioned,  doth  hereby  grant  to  the  said 
Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  the  right  to  pass  and  repass 
with  rail-road  cars,  passenger  cars,  laden  or  not  laden,  upon  and  over 
the  rail-road  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  so  far  as 
it  now  extends  from  the  junction  thereof  with  the  Lowell  Rail-road  j 
and  upon  and  over  any  and  all  side  tracks  and  turn-outs  which  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  have  laid,  or  may  deem  it 
expedient  to  lay  in  connexion  with  its  said  rail-road ;  which  rights  the 
said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall  have  and  enjoy, 
(in  common  with  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  its 
successors  and  assigns,  and  all  others  having,  or  to  whom  said  Charles- 
town Branch  Rail-road  Company  may  grant  the  like  rights,  or  any  of 
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them,)  for  and  during  the  term  of  seven  years  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  Mnrch,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Art.  2.  The  said  Charlestovvn  Branch  Rail-road  Company  hereby 
covenants  with  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Railr-road  Company,  that 
the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  will,  at  all  times  dur- 
ing said  term  of  seven  years,  maintain  in  good  repair,  its  said  rail-road 
and  all  side  tracks  and  turn-outs,  that  it  may  build,  in  connexion  there- 
with, on  its  own  land,  or  on  the  land  of  the  Charlestown  Wharf  Com- 
pany, that  it  will  without  unnecessary  delay,  lay  and  complete  a  rail- 
road track  in  connexion  with  its  present  main  rail-road,  the  entire 
length  of  the  Pier  Wharf,  let  and  demised  by  said  Charlestown  Wharf 
Company  to  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  by  deed 
or  agreement  of  even  date  herewith  ;  and  construct  and  keep  in  repair 
on  said  track,  near  said  Pier  Wharf  where  it  may  be  most  convenient, 
a  turn-table,  and  also  a  suitable  and  approved  scale  for  weighing  loaded 
and  other  cars,  which  turn-table  and  scale  shall  be  used  in  common  as 
aforesaid  ;  thnt  it  will  keep  in  good  repair  and  will  tend  the  turn-out 
and  switch  near  the  junction  of  its  said  road,  with  said  Lowell  rail-road  ; 
and  will  also  have  and  tend  such  other  switches  as  may  be  needed  on 
the  said  rail-roads  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  : 
that  during  said  term,  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
will,  at  its  own  expense,  provide  sufficient  moving  power,  by  horses  or 
otherwise,  and  will  therewith  move  upon  and  over  its  said  tracks,  with 
all  proper  speed,  the  passenger  cars  and  fi eight  cars,  (whether  laden  or 
empty,)  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  to  and  from 
the  premises  demised  by  the  Charlestown  Wharf  Company,  by  agree- 
ment of  even  date  herewith,  to  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, as  shall  be  convenient  for  their  business,  and  as  occasion  may 
require,  to  and  from  said  junction,  and  at  such  times  as  shall  be  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  having  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Company,  take  said  cars  upon  its  rail-road  upwards  ;  and  will  receive 
and  take  from  said  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  at  said  junction,  the 
said  cars  downwards  and  so  that  there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  delay ; 
that  during  said  term,  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion, shall  have  and  enjoy  the  right  in  common  as  aforesaid,  to  use  (in 
its  business  of  conveying  passengers  and  freight  to  and  from  the 
wharves,  which  now  are,  or  may  be  owned  by  said  Charlestown  Wharf 
Company  and  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  respectively,) 
the  said  rail-road  tracks  and  accommodations  of  said  last  mentioned 
company — and  also  the  car-house  which  has  recently  been   built  over 
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the  track  of  said  branch  rail-road — so  long  as  said  car-house  shall  stand 
there,  or  over  any  part  of  the  track  or  tracks  aforesaid,  and  the  scales 
therein  for  weighing — and  in  such  manner  as  not  to  be  injuriously  in- 
commoded in  the  use  thereof  by  others,  and  that  said  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  will  hereafter  lay  such  side  tracks,  near  its 
present  main  road  as  may  be  needed  in  the  business  of  said  Nashua 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  all  which  rights,  privileges,  ease- 
ments and  accommodations,  the  last  mentioned  corporation  shall  have 
and  enjoy  during  said  term  of  seven  years;  but  in  common  with  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  its  successors  and  assigns, 
and  those  corporations  and  persons  to  which,  or  to  whom  the  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  may  grant  the  same,  or  the 
like  rights  or  any  of  them,  or  who  may  be  otherwise  entitled  thereto. 

Art.  3.  And  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  said  Nashua  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  hereby  covenants  and  agrees  with  the 
said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  that  during  said  term 
the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  will  pay  to  the  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  the  use  of  its  said  road, 
and  for  the  accommodations,  facilities  and  services  aforesaid,  and  in 
full  compensation  therefor,  the  same  rate  for  cars,  and  the  same  rate 
per  ton  for  merchandise  and  freight,  as  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell 
Rail-road  Corporation  shall  pay,  or  agree  to  pay,  per  mile,  to  the  Boston 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  during  the  same  time,  for  moving 
power  and  use  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  for  cars,  and  per 
ton  for  merchandise  and  freight;  also  the  same  rate  per  mile  for  pas- 
senger cars  and  passengers,  as  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation  shall  pay,  or  agree  to  pay,  per  mile,  to  said  Boston  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  for  moving  power  and  use  of  said  Low- 
ell Rail-road  for  passenger  cars  and  for  passengers.  The  length  of 
said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  as  now  laid,  and  the  side  tracks, 
turn-outs  and  services  aforesaid  being  agreed,  (for  the  purposes  of  this 
article,)  to  be  equivalent  to  the  use  of  one  mile  of  the  Boston  and  Low- 
ell Rail-road  and  the  moving  power  thereon.  And  the  said  Nashua 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall  pay  the  compensation  aforesaid, 
to  the  Treasurer  or  Superintendent  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company  in  Charlestown,  in  semi-annual  payments,  on  the  first 
day  of  every  month  of  July  and  January,  in  every  year  during  said 
term  ;  the  first  semi-annual  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next  after  the  date  of  this  instrument. 

Art.  4.     Each  of  the  parties  hereto,  covenants  with  the  other  that 
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there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  interference  between  those  using  the  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  and  its  appurtenances ;  but  that  all  rea- 
sonable efforts  shall  be  made  for  their  respective  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation. 

Art.  5.  No  engine  shall  be  permitted  to  run  across  "  Boston  Ave- 
nue," without  the  consent  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Com- 
pany. 

Art.  6.  The  cars  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion shall  be  received  and  delivered  by  its  own  officers  and  agents,  at 
said  junction,  and  at  the  depots  and  wharves,  at  the  proper  times,  with- 
out delay ; — and  all  its  cars  and  their  contents  shall  be  laden  and  unla- 
den by  its  own  agents,  and  be  under  their  care,  and  at  the  sole  risk  of 
said  corporation  at  all  times. 

Art.  7.  The  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall 
not  be  liable  or  answerable  for  any  damage  that  may  happen  to  any 
buildings  it  may  use,  belonging  to  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
Company,  excepting  the  same  shall  happen  through  the  negligence  or 
wilful  misconduct  of  the  agents  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation. 

Art.  8.  The  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall 
indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
Company  against  all  claims  for  damages  that  may  happen  to  any  per- 
sons travelling  in  the  cars  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration; and  against  all  claims  for  losses  of  property  carried  in  said 
cars,  and  against  all  claims  on  account  of  damages  or  destruction  of 
any  such  property — excepting  the  same  shall  happen  through  the  neg- 
ligence or  wilful  misconduct  of  the  agents  of  said  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  or  any  defect  in  their  rail-road,  or  through  or  by 
their  moving  power. 

Art.  9.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  preclude 
the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  from  taking  freight 
or  passengers  in  their  cars  to  and  from  the  depots  of  the  Boston  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  in  Boston,  as  their  convenience  or  inter- 
est may  render  expedient. 

Art.  10.  If  any  disagreement  or  difference  of  opinion  shall  arise 
between  the  parties  hereto,  on  any  subject  touching  the  premises,  or 
the  use  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  or  any  appurtenances 
thereto,  or  concerning  any  matter  or  thing  herein  contained,  the  same 
shall  be  settled  and  determined  by  the  award  and  decision,  in  writing, 
of  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Middlesex,  in  said  Com- 
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monwealth,  for  the  time  being,  who  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
empowered,  upon  the  written  request  of  either  of  the  parties  hereto,  to 
notify  each  of  said  parties  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  they 
may  be  heard,  by  said  Commissioners,  on  the  subject  of  such  difference 
or  disagreement ;  and  in  default  of  the  appearance  of  either  party,  after 
due  notice,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Commissioners  may  proceed  exparte, 
and  any  award  or  decision  made  by  said  Commissioners,  or  by  any 
majority  of  them,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  the  parties,  and 
may  be  given  in  evidence  or  pleaded  in  bar,  in  any  proceedings  in  law 
or  equity  concerning  the  subject  so  decided. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Charlestovvn  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
has  caused  this  instrument,  and  one  other  of  like  tenor  and  date,  to  be 
sealed  with  its  common  seal,  and  signed  by  Charles  Thompson,  its  Pre- 
sident, and  countersigned  by  William  Wyman,  its  Treasurer — and  the 
said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  hath  caused  the  same 
instruments  to  be  sealed  with  its  common  seal,  and  to  be  signed  by 
Charles  H.  Atherton  and  Peter  Clark,  a  Committee  thereto  duly  au- 
thorized, on  the  day  and  year  first  before  written. 

C.  H.  ATHERTON,  )   ,Q  ,  ' 
PETER  CLARK,   f     ^eal •/ 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us. 


JOHN  R.  ADAN, 
GEORGE  F.  GUILD. 


Countersigned, 


CHARLES  THOMPSON,  (Seal.) 

VVM.  WYMAN, 
Treas.  of  said  C  B.  R.  R.  Corp. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


EASTERN   RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives   of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the   Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  respectfully  make 
their  Fourth  Annual  Report. 

During  the  past  year  the  passenger  trains  have  been  run  on  the 
road  between  Salem  and  Boston,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  at  the 
regular  times,  and  merchandise  trains  have  been  run  daily,  with  few 
omissions  since  the  first  of  February. 

The  construction  of  the  road,  bridges,  &,c,  beyond  the  depot  in 
Salem,  has  been  steadily  pursued,  including  some  important  structures, 
particularly  the  Tunnel  under  Court  street,  in  Salem,  of  rising  six 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  with  a  walled  excavation  at  each  end 
of  nearly  six  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length  in  the  whole,  and  a  pile 
bridge  of  about  eighteen  hundred  feet  in  length  across  the  North  River 
between  Beveily  and  Salem,  about  one  thousand  of  which  is  of  oak 
piling. 

These  structures  have  been  wholly  built  and  completed  during  the 
past  season.  The  road,  bed,  and  bridges,  including  a  bridge  over  Ips- 
wich river,  has  been  completed,  and  the  superstructure  or  rail-way 
laid  as  far  as  the  depot,  near  the  centre  of  the  town  of  Ipswich,  and  on 
the  eighteenth  of  December  last,  the  road  was  opened  for  public  travel, 
to  that  depot,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-five  miles  from  Boston. 

An  act  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  authorizing 
the  construction  by  the  company  of  a  branch  rail-road,  "  from  some 
convenient  point  in  the  city  of  Salem,  to  the  town  of  Marblehead."  In 
pursuance  of  this  act,  a  branch  rail-road  has  been  constructed  and 
completed  during  the  past  season,  and  was  opened  for  public  travel  on 
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the  10th  of  December  last.  This  branch  is  nearly  three  miles  in 
length,  and  in  its  course  passes  over  Forest  river,  by  a  pile  bridge  of 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length. 

The  grading  of  the  road  beyond  Ipswich,  has  been  vigorously  prose- 
cuted during  the  past  season,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  part  between 
Ipswich  and  Newburyport  will  be  ready  for  the  rails  soon  after  the 
frost  is  out  of  the  ground  the  ensuing  spring,  and  that  the  iron,  sleep- 
ers, sills,  &.c.  for  the  superstructure,  will  be  ready  in  season  to  enable 
the  company  to  open  the  road  for  travel  before  summer. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  erection  upon  the 
site  of  the  Newburyport  bridge,  of  a  structure  which  shall  convenient, 
ly  accommodate  the  carriage  and  foot  travel  passing  the  Merrimack  at 
that  place,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a  firm  and  durable  bridge  for 
the  passage  of  the  rail-road.  This  structure  is  contracted  for,  and  the 
materials  are  being  collected  with  a  view  to  its  being  built  in  the  early 
part  of  the  next  season.  Beyond  the  Merrimack  river,  the  grading, 
bridging,  masonry,  &c.  of  the  road  are  contracted  for,  and  in  pro- 
gress to  the  line  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  iron  rails, 
sleepers,  &,c.  for  the  superstructure,  also  ordered  to  be  delivered  early 
in  the  spring. 

At  the  line  of  the  State,  we  are  met  by  the  Eastern  Rail-road,  in 
New  Hampshire.  This  road  has  been  located  to  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth, and  all  the  contracts  made  both  for  the  road,  bed,  and  super- 
structure, to  be  completed  in  time  to  be  ready  for  public  use  before 
the  close  of  the  ensuing  summer. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  passengers  transported  over  the 
whole  or  a  part  of  the  road,  has  been,  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

The  treasurer's  books   and  accounts  have  been  examined,  and  as 
posted  to  the  3 1st  December,  it  appears  by  them  that  the 
Expenditures  for  the  construction  of  the  road  for  de- 
pot buildings,  engines,  cars,  and  all  other  expendi- 
tures of  a  permanent  nature,  up  to  that  time,  have 
been,  ......     81,300,196  89 


And  that  the  receipts  have  beeii  as  follows: 

From  the  sales  of  state  scrip,  .  .  .  §327,000 

Leaving  state  scrip  unsold,  $163  000 

From  assessments,       .....        879,436  07 


$1,206,436  07 
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The  amounts  of  net  profits  carried  forward  from  the 

year  IS3S,  as  appears  by  our  last  report,  is         .         .  $19,604  17 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  superintendent  have  been  examined, 

and  as  posted  to  December  31st,   it   appears  that  the  income  arising 

from  the  business  of  the  road,  exclusive  of  the   amounts  reported  last 

year,  has  been  as  follows  : 

Income  from  transportation  of  passengers,  after  de- 
ducting the  amounts  paid  for  ferriages  at  East  Bos- 
ton                 $113,068  63 

From  merchandise  transportation,    ....  7,375  67 

From  mail  transportation,         .....  1,310  50 

From  rents,  interests,  and  other  miscellaneous  receipts,  3,863  35 


$125,623  15 


And  that  the  current  expenses,  arising  from  the  business  of  the  road, 
exclusive  of  the  sums  reported  last  year,  have  been  as  follows  : 

For  repairs  on  the  road, $6,527  47 

"     repairs  of  engines,  and   cars,  and  work  done   in 

machine  shop,      ......  8,563,  90 

«     fuel,        ........  10,234  88 

"     wages  of  men,  salaries  and  other  expenses,         .  27,b49  92 


$53,176  17 


From  the  income  of  the  road  there  has  been  paid, 
Interest  to  the  Commonwealth  on  loan,     .         .         .  $17,416  65 

And  dividends  among  the  stockholders,    .         .         .  60,772  00 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  PEABODY,  Prcs't. 
ROB'T.  G.  SHAW, 
SAM'L.  S.  LEWIS, 
B.  T.  REED, 
PYAM  LOVETT, 
ISAIAH  BREED, 
STEPHEN  A.  CHASE, 
JOHN  HOOPER, 
FRANCIS  J.  OLIVER, 
AMOS  BINNEY. 

Directors  E.  R.  R.  Co. 


Eastern  Rail-road  Office,  ) 

Boston,  January  29th,  1840.    j 
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Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  29,  1840. 

Then  Robert  G.  Shaw,  Pyam  Lovett,  Samuel  S.  Lewis,  Benjamin 
T.  Reed,  George  Peabody  and  John  Hooper,  appeared,  and  severally 
made  oath,  and  Stephen  A.  Chase,  and  Isaiah  Breed  affirmed,  that 
the  foregoing  statement  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Before  me, 

JNO.  L.  DIMMOCK,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

NASHUA     AND     LOWELL 

RAIL -ROAD     CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  3Iassachu- 

sctts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  here- 
by submit  their  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,  is  .         $299,000  00 

Besides,  500  shares,    (or  850,000,)  pledged  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  receipts  from  the  opening  of  the  road,  to  November  20,  1839 
(a  part  of  which  is  included  in  our  last  report,)  have  been  as  follows  : 

From  passengers,       .....  836,64(5  92 

"     freight,  .....  18,19S  74 

"     rents,  .  .  .  .  .  207  92 


855,053  58 


The  expenses  paid   during  the  same  period,  exclu- 
sive of  amount  charged  to  cost  of  road,  is 

For  repairs  of  road,      .  .  .  $3,948  94 

"    repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  .  2,273  64 

"    fuel,  oil,  salaries  and  expenses,      .  22,435  85 


$28,658  43 


Leaving  the  balance  of  profits,             .             .  .         $26,395  15 
Add  balance  of  interest  account,  &c,  from  commence- 
ment,           1,227  58 

$27,622  73 
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Out  of  which  the  following  dividends  have  been  de- 
clared : 

May  29,  1839,  3  per  cent,  on  2,505  shares,    $7,515  00 

Nov.  27,     "      4  per  cent,  on  2,990  shares, 

payable  Feb.  1,  1840,         .  .  11,960  00 


$19,475  00 


Leaving  a  balance  to  be  carried  to  the  general  depre- 
ciation and  contingency  account,  of  .  .  68,147  73 


Since  the  last  annual  report,  in  which  an  account  was  rendered  in 
detail  of  the  cost  of  the  road  up  to  that  time,  there  has  been  paid  to- 
wards the  completion  of  it  as  follows  : 

For  land,  damages,  and  fencing,         .             .             .  $22,940  24 

"    superstructure  and  rails,               .             .             .  18,G08  58 

"    grading,  bridging,  and  sleepers,                 .             .  1,647  79 

"    depots  and  fixtures,          ....  11,64629 

"    engineering  and  expenses,            .             .             .  2,273  76 

"    engines  and  cars,             ....  16,606  04 


$73,722  70 


Amount  expended  on  cost  of  road,  at  the  time  of  the 

last  annual  report,  ....        $279,939  44 


Making  total  cost  of  road  to  November  20,  1839,  $353,662  14 


The    amount   due  from  the  corporation,  November  20th,  on  loan  ac- 
count, was  as  follows: 

For  money  borrowed  on  pledge  of  state  scrip,  .         $49,000  00 

"    cash  received  from  other  loans,  .  .  2,931   74 


$51,931  74 


It  will  appear  by  our  last  annual  report,  that  we  commenced  carry- 
ing passengers  October  8,  1838,  and  freight,  on  the  23d  of  November 
of  the  same  year. 

At  the  last  session  of  your  honorable  body,  application  was  made  by 
our  corporation,  to  fix  the  rate  of  toll  to  be  paid  by  us,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  our  freight  over  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road.  By  an 
agreement  of  parties,  however,  the  subject  was  referred  to  three  gen- 
tlemen to  fix  the  rate,  until  altered  by  the  parties,  or  the  Legislature. 
They  awarded,  that  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation, 
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should  furnish  moving  power,  and  transport  our  freight  cars,  in  con- 
nexion with  their  own,  over  their  road  to  and  from  the  junction  of  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  and  that  we  should  pay  them  therefor, 
the  sum  of  ninety-six  cents  per  ton,  or  four  cents  per  mile.  This  agree- 
ment took  effect  June  1,  1839,  and  under  it,  we  have  paid  to  the  Bos- 
ton and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  up  to  November  20,  1839, 
the  sum  of  85,073  27.  By  agreement  of  parties,  this  award  was  to 
operate  back  to  March  1,  1839,  and  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corporation  were  to  repay  to  us  a  part  of  the  excess  over  the 
rate  awarded,  which  had  been  paid  by  us  to  them  for  freighting ;  and 
under  this  agreement,  we  received  the  sum  of  $1,745  98. 

A  contract  was  made  by  us,  March  20,  1839  with  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  by  which  they  were  to  furnish  moving 
power  for  the  transportation  of  our  freight  cars  to  and  from  the  depot 
at  Charlestown,  over  their  road. 

A  contract  of  the  same  date,  was  also  made  with  the  Charlestown 
Wharf  Company,  by  which  said  company  were  to  erect  for  our  accom- 
modation, a  freight  depot  in  Charlestown,  near  the  head  of  Warren 
Bridge,  furnish  us  with  the  use  of  certain  wharves  and  lands,  upon 
which  rail  tracks  are  laid,  so  that  freight  can  be  easily  taken  directly 
from  the  vessel  into  the  cars,  thus  effecting  a  great  saving  of  expense. 
A  copy  of  the  contract  with  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
Corporation  is  to  be  appended  to  this  report.  There  was  due  under 
said  contract,  up  to  January  1,  1840,  the  sum  of  8277  41.  To  the 
Charlestown  Wharf  Company,  8613  03. 

The  whole  length  of  the  road,  is  14}  miles,  109,20  feet,  of  which  8 
miles,  5036f0  feet  lies  in  Massachusetts,  and  5  miles  1673  feet  in  New 
Hampshire. 

The  number  of  planes  in  Massachusetts  is  20,  of  which  7  are  level. 
The  inclination  of  the  others  in  feet  per  mile,  is  as  follows:  1  of  4^0 
feet;  1  of 5  feet;  1  of 9,S  feet;  1  of  7«  feet;  1  of  6/i  feet;  1  of  9"S 
feet:  1  of  5£  feet;  I  of  8ft  feet;  1  of  7&  feet;  1  of  6$  feet;  1  of 
9S  feet ;   1  of  lt£  feet ;   1  of  f3£  feet. 

The  number  of  planes  in  New  Hampshire  is  9,  of  which  4  are  level. 
The  inclination  of  the  other  5,  in  feet  per  mile,  is  as  follows  :  1  of 
IIS  feet;  1  att£  feet;  1  of  5£  feet;  I  of  3$  feet;  and  one  of  4fi 
feet. 

The  changes  from  plane  to  plane,  are  made  gradual  by  means  of 
vertical  curves. 
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The  extent  of  inclined  planes  ascending  from  Lowell, 

is  .....  36,850;*  feet 

The  extent  of  descending  planes  from  do.,  is        .  14,283s    " 

The  track  at  the  depot  at  Nashua,  is  34 S,  feet  higher  than  the  track 
at  the  junction  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road. 

Curvature. — The  radii  of  the  curves  in  Massachusetts,  vary  in 
length  from  1,050  to  10,000  feet.     The  greatest  curve  is  at  Lowell. 

The  radii  of  the  curves  in  New  Hampshire  vary  from  900  to  6,000 
feet;  the  greatest  curve  being  near  the  depot  at  Nashua. 

Rails.  Edge  rails  of  the  T  pattern  are  used,  weighing  about  571bs. 
per  yard,  supported  by  Chesnut  sleepers  7  feet  long,  and  about  7  in- 
ches in  diameter,  at  the  mean  distance  of  3  feet  apart  from  centre  to 
centre.  The  sleepers  rest  on  longitudinal  sills  of  chesnut  plank,  about 
3  inches  by  8,  with  a  short  piece  under  the  junction  of  these  planks, 
and  an  additional  one  under  the  sleepers,  which  support  the  ends  of 
the  rails. 

Grade. — The  width  of  the  embankments  at  top,  is  15  feet;  the 
width  of  the  excavations  at  bottom,  from  21  to  30  feet.  And  the  bridge 
foundations,  which  are  of  stone,  are  generally  of  sufficient  width  for 
two  tracks. 

Nashua,  November  20,  1839 — being  the  time  to  which  the  accounts 
were  made  up.     Signed,  January,  1840. 

DAN'L  ABBOT, 
C.  H.  ATHERTON, 
JESSE  BOWERS, 
JOSEPH  GREELY, 

Directors* 


State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Hillsborough,  ss.  January  22,  1840. 

Then  personally  appeared,  Daniel  Abbot  and  Charles  H.  Atherton, 
above  named,  and  severally  made  oath,  that  the  foregoing  report,  ;>y 
them  respectively  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

BENJAMIN  M.  FARLEY,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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Hillsborough,  bs.  January  24,  1840. 

Then  Joseph  Grecly  and  Jesse  Bowers,  aforesaid,  personally  ap- 
peared and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report,  by  them  signed  respec- 
tively, is,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  true. 

Before  me, 

CHAS.  J.  FOX,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


(Copy.) 

Articles  of  agreement,  of  two  parts,  made  this  twentieth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  by 
and  between  the  Charlestons  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  a  corpora- 
tion duly  established  by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, of  the  one  part,  and  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration, duly  established  by  the  authority  of  said  Commonwealth  and  of 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  of  the  other  part. 

The  said  parties  hereto  have  agreed,  and  do  hereby  grant,  covenant, 
and  agree  each  to,  and  with  the  other,  in  manner  and  form  following, 
that  is  to  say  : 

Art.  1.  The  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  for  the 
consideration  hereinafter  mentioned,  doth  hereby  grant  to  the  said 
Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  the  right  to  pass  and  repass 
with  rail-road  cars,  passenger  cars,  laden  or  not  laden,  upon  and  over 
the  rail-road  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  so  far  as 
it  now  extends  from  the  junction  thereof  with  the  Lowell  Rail-road, 
and  upon  and  over  any  and  all  side  tracks  and  turn-outs  which  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  have  laid,  or  may  find  it  expe- 
dient to  lay,  in  connexion  with  its  said  Rail-road,  which  rights  the  said 
Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall  have  and  enjoy,  [in 
common  with  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  its  suc- 
cessors and  assigns,  and  all  others  having,  or  to  whom  said  Charles- 
town Branch  Rail-road  Company  may  grant  the  like  rights,  or  any  of 
hem,]  for  and  during  the  term  of  seven  years,  from  and  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Art.  2.     The  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  hereby 


1840.]  SENATE— No.  18  33 

covenants  with  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell   Rail-road  Corrpany,  that 
the  said  Charlestown   Branch  Rail-road  Company  will,   at  all  times 
during  said  term  of  seven   years,  maintain  in  good  repair  its  said  rail- 
road, and  all  side  tracks  and  turn-outs  that  it  may  build   in  connexion 
therewith,  on  its  own  land  or  on  the  land   of  the  Charlestown  Wharf 
Company,  that  it  will  without   unnecessary  delay,  lay  and  complete  a 
rail-road  track  in  connexion  with   its  present  main  rail-road,  the  entire 
length  of  the  Pier  Wharf,  let  and  demised   by  said  Charlestown  Wharf 
Company  to  said  Nashua  and   Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  by  deed 
or  agreement  of  even  date  herewith,  and  construct  and   keep  in  repair 
on  said  track,  near  said  Pier  Wharf,  where  it  may  be  most  convenient, 
a  turn-table,  and  also  a  suitable  and  approved  scale  for  weighing  loaded 
and  other  cars,  which  turn-table  and   scale   shall   be   used   in  common 
as  aforesaid,  that  it  will  keep  in  good  repair,  and  will  tend  the  turn-out 
and  switch  near  the  junction  of  its   road  with   said  Lowell  Rail-road, 
and  will  also  have  and  tend  such  other  switches  as   may  be   needed  on 
the  said  rail-road  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  that 
during  said  term  the  said  Charlestown  Bianch  Rail-road  Company  will, 
at  its  own  expense,  provide  sufficient  moving  power,  by  horses  or  oth- 
erwise, and  will  therewith  move  upon  and  over  its   said  track,  with  all 
proper  speed,  the  passenger  cars   and   freight   cars   (whether  laden  or 
empty)  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  to  and  from 
the  premises  demised   by  the  Charlestown  Wharf  Company,  by  agree- 
ment of  even  date  herewith,  to  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, as  shall   be   convenient   for   their   business,  and   as  occasion 
may  require,  to  and  from  said  junction,  and  at  such  times   as  shall  be 
required  for  the  purpose  of  having   the   Boston  and   Lowell  Rail-road 
Company  take  said  cars  upon   its   rail-road   upwards,  and  will   receive 
and  take  from  said  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road,  at  said  junction,  the 
said  cars  downwards,  and  so  that  there  shall   be  no  unnecessary  delay, 
that  during  said  term  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell   Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion shall  have  and  enjoy  the  right   in  common  as  aforesaid,  to  use  (in 
its    business    of  conveying   passengers    and   freight   to   and   from  the 
wharves  which  now  are.  or  may  be  owned   by  said  Charlestown  Wharf 
Company  and  Charlestown  Branch   Rail-road   Company  respectively,) 
the  said  rail-road  tracks   and   accommodations  of  said  last  mentioned 
company — and  also  the  car-house  which  has  recently  been   built  over 
the  track  of  said  branch  rail-road — so  long  as  said  car-house  shall  stand 
there,  or  over  any  part  of  the  track  or  tracks  aforesaid,  and  the  scales 
therein  for  weighing — and  in  such  manner  as  not  to  be   injuriously  in- 
commoded  in  the  use  thereof  by  others,  and  that  said  Charlestown 
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Branch  Rail-road  Company  will  hereafter  lay  such  side  track,  near  its 
present  main  road  as  may  be  needed  in  the  business  of  said  Nashua 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  all  which  rights  and  privileges,  ease- 
ments and  accommodations,  the  last  mentioned  corporation  shall  have 
and  enjoy  during  said  term  of  seven  years;  but  in  common  with  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  its  successors  and  assigns, 
and  those  corporations  and  persons  to  which,  or  to  whom  the  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  may  grant  the  same,  or  the 
like  rights  or  any  of  them,  or  who  may  be  otherwise  entitled  thereto. 

Art.  3.  And  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  said  Nashua  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  hereby  covenants  and  agrees  with  the 
said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  that  during  said  term 
the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  will  pay  to  the  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  the  use  of  its  said  road, 
and  for  the  accommodations,  facilities  and  services  aforesaid,  and  in 
full  compensation  therefor,  the  same  rate  for  cars,  and  the  same  rate 
per  ton  for  merchandise  and  freight,  as  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell 
Rail-road  Corporation  shall  pay,  or  agree  to  pay,  per  mile,  to  the  Boston 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  during  the  same  time,  for  moving 
power  and  use  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  for  cars,  and  per 
ton  for  merchandise  and  freight ;  also  the  same  rate  per  mile  for  pas- 
senger cars  and  passengers,  as  the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation  shall  pay,  or  agree  to  pay,  per  mile,  to  said  Boston  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  for  moving  power  and  use  of  said  Low- 
ell Rail-road  for  passenger  cars  and  for  passengers  The  length  of 
said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  as  now  laid,  and  the  side  tracks, 
turn-outs  and  services  aforesaid  being  agreed,  (for  the  purpose  of  this 
article,)  to  be  equivalent  to  the  use  of  one  mile  of  the  Boston  and  Low- 
ell Rail-road  and  the  moving  power  thereon.  And  the  said  Nashua 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall  pay  the  compensation,  aforesaid, 
to  the  Treasurer  or  Superintendent  of  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company  in  Charlestown,  in  semi-annual  payments,  on  the  first 
day  of  every  month  of  July  and  January,  in  every  year  during  said 
term;  the  first  semi-annual  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next  after  the  date  of  this  instrument. 

Art.  4.  Each  of  the  parties  hereto,  covenants  with  the  other  that 
there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  interference  between  those  using  the  said 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  and  its  appurtenances;  but  that  all  rea- 
sonable efforts  shall  be  made  for  their  respective  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation. 

Art.  5.     No  engine  shall  be  permitted  to  run  across  "  Boston  Ave- 
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niie,"  without  the  consent  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Com- 
pany. 

Art.  6.  The  cars  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion shall  be  received  and  delivered  by  its  own  officers  and  agents,  at 
said  junction,  and  at  the  depots  and  wharves,  at  the  proper  times,  with- 
out delay  ; — and  all  its  cars  and  their  contents  shall  be  laden  and  unla- 
den by  its  own  agents,  and  be  under  their  care,  and  at  the  risk  of 
said  corporation  at  all  times. 

Art.  7.  The  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall 
not  be  liable  or  answerable  for  any  damage  that  may  happen  to  any 
buildings  it  may  use,  belonging  to  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
Company,  excepting  the  same  shall  happen  through  the  negligence  or 
wilful  misconduct  of  the  agents  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation. 

Art.  8.  The  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  shall 
indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
Company  against  all  claims  for  damages  that  may  happen  to  any  per- 
sons travelling  in  the  cars  of  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration ;  and  against  all  claims  for  losses  of  property  caused  in  said 
cars,  and  against  all  claims  on  account  of  damages  or  destruction  of 
any  property — excepting  the  same  shall  happen  through  the  neg- 
ligence or  wilful  misconduct  of  the  agents  of  said  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  or  any  defect  in  their  rail-road,  or  through  or  by 
their  moving  power. 

Art.  9.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  preclude 
the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  from  taking  freight 
or  passengers  in  their  cars  to  and  from  the  Boston  and  Lowell 
Rail-road  Corporation  depots  in  Boston,  as  their  convenience  or  inter- 
est may  render  expedient. 

Art.  10.  If  any  disagreement  or  difference  of  opinion  shall  arise 
between  the  parties  hereto,  on  any  subject  touching  the  premises,  or 
the  use  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  or  any  appurtenances 
thereof,  or  concerning  any  matter  or  thing  herein  contained,  the  same 
shall  be  settled  and  determined  by  the  award  and  decision,  in  writing, 
of  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Middlesex,  in  said  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  time  being,  who  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
empowered,  upon  the  written  request  of  either  of  the  parties  hereto,  to 
notify  each  of  said  parties  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  they 
may  be  heard,  by  said  Commissioners,  on  the  subject  of  such  difference 
or  disagreement  ;  and  in  default  of  the  appearance  of  either  party,  after 
due  notice,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Commissioners  may  proceed  exparte, 
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and  any  award  or  decision  made  by  said  Commissioners,  or  by  any 
majority  of  them,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  the  parties,  and 
may  be  given  in  evidence  or  pleaded  in  bar,  in  any  proceedings  in  law 
or  equity  concerning  the  subject  so  decided. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
has  caused  this  instrument,  and  one  other  of  like  tenor  and  date,  to  be 
sealed  with  its  common  seal,  and  signed  by  Charles  Thompson,  its 
President,  and  countersigned  by  William  Wyman,  its  Treasurer — and 
the  said  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  hath  caused  the 
same  instruments  to  be  sealed  with  its  common  seal,  and  to  be  signed 
by  Charles  H.  Atherton  and  Peter  Clark,  a  Committee  thereto  duly 
authorized,  on  the  day  and  year  first  before  written. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,     (seal.) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us. 

JOHN  R.  ADAN, 
GEORGE  F.  GUILD. 

C.  H.  ATHERTON,  )  ,      n 

PETER  CLARK.       j  (seal  > 

Countersigned, 

WM.  WYMAN, 

Treas.  of  the  C.  B.  R.  R.  Corp. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  RETORT 

OF    THE 

N  E  W    B  E  D  F  0  R  D    A  N  D    TAU  N  TON 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion do  hereby  make  their  first  report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation,  to  the  7th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1840   inclusive. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  was  held  on  the  6th  day  of 
February  last,  when  the  corporation  was  organized  by  the  election  of 
seven  Directors,  the  Act  of  Incorporation  was  accepted,  and  By-laws 
adopted.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  held  on  the  26th  day  of 
October  last,  the  Act  amending  the  charter,  approved  March  26th,  1839, 
was  accepted. 

The  amount  received  for  assessments  on  2991 

shares,  is, 8155,353  00 

Received  for  $50,000  scrip  of  the  State, 

pledged  for  a  loan,  .         .         .  48,000  00 


$203,353  00 


Paid  for  preliminary  surveys,        .         .         .     3,673  37 

"       Engineering,  including  instruments,     7,874  42 

"       Land,  damages,  and  fencing,    .         .  37,613  05 

"       Graduation  &,  masonry,   $60,470  68 

"       Clearing  and  Grubbing,      8,308  00 

"       Bridging,         .         .         .   3,000  00 

71,778  68 

"       Lumber,  and  preparing  same,         .     16,587  81 

*       Transporting  lumber,    . 


On  account  Rail-road  Iron,  . 
"         Cast  iron  chairs, 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 


1,000  00 
7,210  33 
2,000  00 
3,301  76 


6  $151,039  42 
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The  work  on  the  road  commenced  in  May  last,  and  we  expect  to  get 
it  completed  so  as  to  open  it  for  use  in  the  course  of  next  summer. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


New  Bedfordr  January  7f  1840, 


P.  G.  SEABURY, 
JOS.  GRINNELL, 
THOS.  MANDELL, 
WM.  W.  SWAIN, 
ALFRED  GIBBS, 
DAVID  R.  GREENE, 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


Bristol,  ss. 


January  13,  1840. 


Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Pardon  G.  Seabury,  Jo- 
seph Grinnell,  Thomas  Mandell,  William  W.  Swain,  Alfred  Gibbs,  and 
David  R.  Greene,  and  severally  made  oath  and  affirmation  to  the  truth 
of  the  foregoing  Report,  by  them  subscribed,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Before  me, 

J.  H  CLIFFORD,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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i 
FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

NORWICH    AND    WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts ,  now  in  session. 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Raii-road  Company, 
in  presenting,  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  their  fourth  annual 
report,  deem  it  proper,  in  the  present  state  of  the  road,  and  in  view  of 
the  relations  of  the  company  to  the  State,  to  present  somewhat  at  length 
a  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  road. 

The  masonry,  grading,  and  bridges,  of  the  entire  Rail-road,  from  the 
freight  depot  at  Norwich  to  the  depot  at  Worcester  are  finished,  and 
the  superstructure  is  laid  throughout  the  entire  distance,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  mile  on  which  the  iron  rails  have  not  been  laid,  owing 
to  the  severe  and  repeated  storms  of  snow  which  have  prevailed  during 
the  winter. 

The  length  of  the  rail-road  is  58  9-10  miles.  The  greatest  inclina- 
tion per  mile  is  20  feet,  and  for  fifty-two  continuous  miles,  descending 
towards  Norwich,  the  road  is  either  level  or  descending  the  whole  dis- 
tance, there  being  no  ascending  grade. 

The  materials  of  the  road  bed  are  principally  gravel.  The  masonry 
is  throughout  of  the  best  materials  and  exceedingly  durable  and  highly 
finished. 

Although  the  company  have  encountered  considerable  expenses  in 
order  to  avoid  any  grades  exceeding  20  feet  to  a  mile,  and  to  obviate 
objectionable  curves,  the  entire  expense  for  masonry  grading  and 
bridges  including  a  tunnel  through  a  solid  rock  has  been  but  89000 

o  fc>  O 

per  mile. 

In  the  superstructure,  the  company  have  sought  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  experience  of  other  rail-roads,  and  to  render  it  in  every  respect 
permanent, — the  rail  selected  is  of  the  heaviest  kind,  being  56  lbs.  to 
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the  yard,  and  having  also  the  unusual  advantage  of  being  in  bars  of  18 
feet  in  length, — although  the  adoption  of  so  heavy  a  rail  involved  a 
very  greatly  increased  expense — yet  the  advantages  of  superior  safety, 
diminished  annual  repairs,  and  permanent  economy,  induced  the  compa- 
ny to  encounter  that  expense,  even  in  a  time  of  very  great  pecuniary 
pressure. 

There  are  eleven  depots  besides  those  at  Norwich  and  Worcester, 
and  the  depot  buildings,  at  most  of  these,  are  either  built,  or  in  the 
course  of  construction.  Although  this  is  a  large  number,  the  accom- 
modation of  the  manufacturing  and  other  villages  on  the  route  would 
not  allow  the  omission  of  any,  and  there  are  still  other  villages  desirous 
of  a  similar  accommodation,  which  the  company  are  under  the  necessi- 
ty of  declining.  The  depots  of  Norwich  and  Worcester  are  very  advan- 
tageously situated,  and  the  directors  have  deemed  it  important  at  both 
places  to  secure,  although  at  considerable  expense,  a  sufficient  quantity 
ot  land  to  transact  the  extensive  business  which  they  anticipate.  The 
connexion  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  at  Worcester  is 
complete,  and  advantageous  to  both  rail-roads  ; — and  it  has  been  deemed 
expedient  to  erect  the  passenger  house  and  engine  house,  for  both  rail- 
roads, at  Worcester,  to  be  used  and  occupied  in  common,  by  both  rail- 
roads ;  and  the  arrangement  is  such,  that  the  same  cars  for  freight,  and 
as  far  as  is  desirable,  for  passengers,  pass  without  change  or  tranship- 
ment for  the  whole  distance  between  Norwich  and  Boston. 

At  Norwich,  the  arrangements  are  in  progress,  and  will  be  complet- 
ed earlj  in  the  spring,  by  which  passengers  will  be  enabled  to  take  the 
rail-road  cars  at  the  steam  boat  wharf,  and  the  baggage  car  will  be 
transported  from  Boston  to  New  York  unopened,  except  at  the  two 
cities.  The  only  power  used  is  by  locomotive  steam  engines — the  great 
expense  of  horse  power  being  entirely  avoided. 

The  board  have  directed  contracts  to  be  made  for  furnishing  nine- 
teen eight-wheeled  passenger  cars,  to  be  constructed  by  experienced 
builders,  at  Cambridge  Port  and  Worcester,  designed  to  accommodate 
verv  conveniently,  forty-eight  persons  each,  in  addition  to  cars  for  sec- 
ond class  passengers.  They  have  also  contracted  with  the  same  build- 
ers for  a  large  number  of  freight  cars. 

The  company  have  purchased  four  locomotive  steam  engines,  and 
made  contracts  for  four  more,  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  middle 
of  March  next. 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  for  the  formation  of  a  steam 
boat  line,  between  New  York  and  Norwich,  in  connexion  with  the 
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rail-road,  which  will  insure  the  placing  on  the  line,  suitable  and  con- 
venient steam  boats. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  company,  in  connexion  with  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Rail-road,  to  run  a  line  of  cars  to  and  from  the  steam  boat, 
stopping  on  either  rail-road  only  sufficiently  often  to  supply  the  engines 
with  wood  and  water,  and  to  leave  Norwich  immediately  on  the  arrival 
of  the  steam  boat.  In  order  to  accommodate  passengers  desirous  to 
stop  at  intermediate  points,  an  accommodation  train  of  cars  will  leave 
Norwich  every  morning,  at  a  fixed  hour,  and  another  train  will  leave 
Worcester  in  the  afternoon,  in  advance  of  the  steam  boat  train,  which 
will  receive  passengers  at  all  the  depots. 

In  addition  to  the  steam  boat  train  and  the  accommodation  train, 
both  from  Norwich  and  Worcester  every  morning  and  evening,  it  is 
the  design  of  the  company,  provided  a  steam  boat  shall  be  placed  on  the 
route  between  Norwich  and  New  Haven,  as  is  now  proposed  by  some 
individuals,  to  run  an  additional  train  of  cars  to  and  from  Worcester, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  daily  line  each  way,  by  daylight,  between 
Boston  and  New  Haven. 

If  this  arrangement  should  be  perfected,  there  will  be  four  passenger 
trains  and  one  merchandise  fain,  each  way,  over  the  road  every  day, 
except  Sundays,  on  which  day  it  is  not  expected  that  any  train  shall 
pass  over  the  rail-road. 

By  the  steam  boat  train,  the  travel  between  Boston  and  New  York, 
also,  to  and  from  Worcester,  and  the  country  north,  will  be  specially 
accommodated. 

As  to  the  amount  of  this  business  it  is  of  course  a  matter  of  estimate ; 
but  as  the  route  is  exceedingly  pleasant,  expeditious,  and  every  way  de- 
sirable, and  the  charge  for  passengers  will  be  moderate,  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  why  this  route  should  not  receive  at  least  an  equal  share 
of  the  Boston  and  New  York  travel  with  any  other  route  between  these 
two  cities.  The  distance  over  both  rail-roads,  from  Boston  via  Wor- 
cester to  Norwich,  is  103J  miles,  and  thence  by  steam  boat  to  New 
York,  130  miles:  and  the  time  required  for  the  entire  distance  will  not 
exceed,  in  favorable  circumstances,  fifteen  hours. 

In  order  to  justify  themselves  to  the  Stockholders  of  the  Company, 
and  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  to  whom  the  Company  are 
so  much  indebted  for  so  extensive  arrangements  for  business,  the  Di- 
rectors would  present  a  few  facts  showing  the  extent  of  the  business 
which  will  be  accommodated  by  this  rail-road. 
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The  road  passes  directly  through  and  near  a  large  number  of  manu- 
facturing villages,  there  being  within  five  miles  of  the  road  75  cotton 
mills  and  27  woollen  mills,  exclusive  of  Norwich  and  Worcester. 

The  cotton  mills  in  New  London  and  Windham  Counties  embrace 
more  than  three-fourths  of  all  the  cotton  manufacture  of  the  State,  as 
shown  by  official  returns. 

In  Worcester  County  there  are  74  cotton  mills,  containing  124,000 
spindles,  manufacturing  cotton  goods  of  the  value  of  $1,991,024 — and 
66  woollen  mills,  manufacturing  3,748,852  lbs.  of  wool  into  cloth,  of 
the  value  of  $3,695,321 — 452,310  pairs  of  boots,  and  2,357,431  pairs 
of  shoes,  of  the  value  of  $2,791,298 — 147,240  hides,  of  the  value  of 
$387,038—129,710  Axes,  $119,825— chairs  and  cabinet  furniture, 
$321,100— straw  bonnets,  $118,971— palm  leaf  hats,  $41 1,554.  Total 
value  of  articles  manufactured  in  Worcester  County,  more  than  $12,- 
000,000. 

The  manufacturers  in  that  county,  of  cotton,  wool,  hides,  paper, 
iron  castings,  scythes,  axes,  cutlery,  chairs  and  cabinet  furniture, 
combs,  ploughs,  tin  ware  and  tanneries,  number  456. 

Amount  of  sperm  oil  consumed  in  woollen  mills,  61,329  gallons. 

The  whole  amount  of  manufactures  in  that  county  being,  in  one 
year,  more  than  $12,000,000.  The  statistics,  in  detail,  of  the  towns  in 
Connecticut,  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  but  it  is  believed  that  a 
similar  examination  in  New  London  and  Windham  counties,  would 
show  a  similar  result. 

In  the  collection  district  of  New  London,  which  embraces  the  town 
of  Norwich,  there  were,  Dec.  31,  1838,  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
vessels,  of  28,108*?  tonnage,  of  the  value  of  $1,250,000.  The  extent 
of  intercourse  between  such  a  section  of  country  and  the  cities  of  Bos- 
ton and  New  York,  fully  justify  the  belief,  that  there  will  be  a  large 
amount  of  business  in  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  goods  to 
and  from  those  cities.  And  the  experience  of  all  other  avenues  of 
travel  and  transport  would  indicate  still  larger  returns  from  the  border 
and  local  business. 

The  union  with  the  Western  Rail-road  at  Worcester,  will  be  highly 
advantageous  to  both  rail-roads. 

This  road  will,  in  connexion  with  the  steam  boats,  furnish  a  cheap 
expeditious  and  desirable  route  to  and  from  New  York,  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  part  of  Vermont. 

In  addition  to  its  furnishing,  in  connexion  with  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Rail-road  and   steam  boats  from  Norwich,  as  desirable  a 
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route  as  any  other  between  Boston  and  New  York  for  passengers,  it 
will,  it  is  supposed,  be  entitled  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  transportation  of  goods  between  these  two  cities. 

There  will  be  no  transhipment  of  the  goods  except   at  Norwich 
where  it  can  be  made  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  without  truckage. 

The  navigation  of  the  Thames  and  Long  Island  Sound,  to  New 
York,  is  unusually  safe,  so  much  so  that  the  most  prudent  persons  ef- 
fect no  insurance.  And  it  is  believed  that,  with  perhaps  one  excep- 
tion, there  has  been  no  loss  of  goods  for  thirty  years,  in  the  regular 
packets  between  Norwich  and  New  York,  which,  if  all  insured,  an  in- 
surance company  would  have  been  obliged  to  pay. 

The  charge  for  passengers  between  Norwich  and  Worcester,  is  fixed 
at  §2 — and  the  charge  per  ton  for  merchandise  generally,  from  Nor- 
wich to  Worcester,  is  83.50,  and  from  Worcester  to  Norwich,  83. 

The  charge  for  passengers  between  Boston  and  Norwich,  is,  by 
agreement  of  both  corporations,  fixed  at  83.00 — and  the  charge  by 
steam  boat,  by  the  existing  arrangement,  which  it  is  supposed  will  con- 
tinue, to  New  York,  is  82 — making  the  passenger  fare  between  Bos- 
ton and  New  York  85. 

The  charge  for  merchandise  generally,  over  both  rail-roads,  from 
Boston  to  Norwich,  will  be  85  pr  ton. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  foregoing  rates  of  charge  are  unusually 
low,  and  the  Directors  have  deemed  it  for  the  interest  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, as  well  as  for  the  public,  that  they  should  be  so. 

The  accounts  of  the  Company  have  been  duly  examined  by  the  com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  charters. 

By  the  books  of  the  Treasurer,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  funds 
received  into  the  treasury  of  the  Company,  from  all  sources,  to  the  31st 
December,  1839,  is  one  million,  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand, 
and  six  hundred  dollars,  and  the  expenditures  to  the  same  time,  to  the 
sum  of  one  million,  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars,  and  twenty-seven  cents.  A  statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  the  expenditures  under  the  different  heads,  is  "con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  which  is  appended  to  this 
report,  and  constitutes  a  part  of  it. 

By  the  foregoing  statements,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  apparent  that  the 
pnblic,  as  well  as  the  stockholders  of  the  Company,  will  be  benefited 
by  the  opening  of  this  rail-road.  If  the  success  should  attend  it  which 
is  now  promised  and  expected,  the  Directors  will  feel  themselves  fully 
repaid  for  a  large  amount  of  gratuitous  labor  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
pany. 
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No  motive  has  operated  more  strongly  upon  the  minds  of  the  Direc- 
tors, amid  the  most  serious  discouragements  and  obstacles,  than  to  fulfil, 
in  behalf  of  the  Company,  the  engagements  which  were  made  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  when  her  Legislature  furnished  the 
timely  and  essential  aid  of  her  credit  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thous- 
and dollars.  These  engagements  we  now  believe  are  fulfilled.  The 
road  is  substantially  finished,  in  many  respects  in  a  better  manner,  in 
no  respect  inferior,  to  what  was  then  promised,  and  for  comparatively 
a  very  moderate  cost. 

It  is  the  design  of  the  Company,  at  the  same  time  that  they  do  what 
is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  road,  and  the  advantageous  and 
convenient  use  of  it,  to  practise  the  utmost  frugality  in  relation  to  the 
expenses  of  the  Company. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL, 
JNO.  BREED, 
RUSSELL  HUBBARD, 
RALPH  BOLLES, 
-       JEDEDIAH  HUNTINGTON, 
THO.  ROBINSON, 

Directors. 
Norwich,  January  28/A,  1840. 


State  of  Connecticut. 
New  London  County,  ss.  Norwich,  January  28,  1840. 

Then  personally  appeared  John  A.  Rockwell,  John  Breed,  Russell 
Hubbard,  Ralph  Bolles,  Jedediah  Huntington,  and  Thomas  Robinson, 
and  made  oath,  severally,  that  the  foregoing  statement  by  them  sub- 
scribed, is  true  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

GEO.  HILL,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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We,  the  subscribers,  commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company,  appointed  by  the  governors  of  the  states  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut,  having  examined  the  foregoing  report  of  the 
directors  of  said  company,  believe  it  to  be  correct,  and  approve  of  the 
same. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  Slate  of  Connecticut 

CHARLES  HUDSON, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company,  at  Norwich,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  on  the 
27th  day  of  January,  1840,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  accounts 
and  expenditures  of  said  company,  and  for  deciding  what  sums  of  ex- 
penditure, made  by  said  company,  are  applicable  to  that  part  of  said 
road  lying  in  Connecticut,  and  also,  what  part  is  chargeable  to  that  part 
of  said  road  lying  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  And  having  examined 
the  accounts  of  said  company,  we  do  find  that  since  the  last  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  said  company,  which  were  brought  up  to,  and  settled, 
January  31,  1839,  embracing  a  period  of  eleven  months,  and  up  to 
December  31,  1839,  there  has  been  expended  by  said  company,  in  the 
engineer  department,  $9,095  29,  of  which  sum  we  apportion  to  that 
part  of  the  rail-road  lying  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the  sum  of 
$6,063  53 ;  and  to  the  portion  lying  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
$3,031  76.  For  Salaries,  the  sum  of  $2,676  64 ;  of  which  sum,  to 
Connecticut,  $1,784  43,  to  Massachusetts,  $892  21.  For  contingent 
expenses,  $7,117  76^  of  which  sum,  to  Connecticut,  $4,745  17,  to 
Massachusetts,  $2,372  59.  For  office  expenses,  $920  95J;  of  which 
sum,  to  Connecticut,  $613  97,  to  Massachusetts,  $306  98J.  For  car- 
riage department,  $18,275  09;  of  which  sum.,  to  Connecticut,  $12,- 
183  39,  to  Massachusetts,  $6,091  70.  For  rail-road  spikes,  the  sum 
of  $1 1,204  68 ;  of  which,  to  Connecticut,  $7,469  79,  to  Massachusetts, 
$3,734  89.  For  rail-road  iron,  the  sum  of  $375,511  27;  of  which,  to 
Connecticut,  $250,340  85,  to  Massachusetts,  $125,170  42.  For  in- 
terest account,  $37,062  69£ ;  of  which,  to  Connecticut,  $24,708  46^, 
to  Massachusetts,  $12,354  23.  For  graduation  of  road  in  Connecticut, 
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the  sum  of  $27,074  33J;  for  graduation  of  road  in  Massachusetts, 
$6,235  66%.  For  masonry  in  Connecticut,  the  sum  of  $18,856  49£ ; 
for  masonry  in  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of  $1,952  25.  For  bridges  in 
Connecticut,  the  sum  of  $17,162  04J;  for  bridges  in  Massachusetts, 
the  sum  of  $1,400.  For  damages  to  land  in  Connecticut,  the  sum  of 
$1,121  48;  for  damages  to  land  in  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of  $674  00. 
For  flood  gates  in  Connecticut,  the  sum  of  $205  10.  For  rail-road 
foundation  in  Connecticut,  $3,012  16J ;  rail-road  foundations  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, $1,473  09.  Rail-road  timber  in  Connecticut,  $19,616  62 ; 
for  rail-road  timber  in  Massachusetts,  $19,881  25.  Laying  rails  in 
Connecticut,  $22,992  00  ;  laying  rails  in  Massachusetts,  $9,000.  For 
depot  buildings  in  Connecticut,  the  sum  of-$8,338  99  ;  as  appears  from 
the  books  of  said  company,  making  the  sum  total  expended  by  said 
company,  for  the  aforesaid  period  of  eleven  months  ending  December 
31,  1839,  in  Connecticut,  $423,288  82;  and  the  sum  expended  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  same  period,  $194,571  03f  ; — making  a  total 
expenditure  during  said  period,  of  $617,859  85J — to  which,  if  be  add- 
ed the  sum  expended,  as  by  our  last  annual  report,  viz  :  in  Connecticut 
the  sum  of  $526,049  57f  ;  in  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  $216,617  84  ; 
will  show  a  total  amount,  as  expended  by  said  corporation,  up  to  De- 
cember 31,  1839,  of  $1,360,527  27£.  Said  commissioners  also  find 
upon  examination  of  the  books  of  said  company,  said  corporation  have 
kept  distinct  and  separate  accounts  of  the  expenditures  in  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts  respectively,  agreeably  to  the  acts  of  said  states 
creating  the  present  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Company. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

CHARLES  HUDSON, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


TAUNTON   BRANCH  R.   ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

The  Directors  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  do 
hereby  make  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures. 

On  November  1,  1839,  a  contract  was  entered  into  between  this  cor* 
poration  and  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation,  a 
copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  made  part  of  this  report. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is     -         -         -         $250,000  00 

The  Expenditures  during  the  year  ending  November  30,  1839,  have 
been  as  follows  : — 

Amount  of  repairs  on  the  rail-road,  -  1,397  14 

Expenses  incurred  in  improving  the  rail-road  and  the 

depot  at  Taunton, 4,164  83 

Amount  of  repairs  on  the  engines  and  cars,    -  3,151  99 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  including  the  amount  paid  to 
the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation  for 
their  proportion  of  the  receipts,         -  30,630  69 

Expenses  incurred  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  -         1,367  13 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,      -        -  *        -    $40,711  78 
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The  Receipts  during  the  year  ending  November  30, 1839,  have  been 
as  follows  : — 

Amount  received  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  $40,910  73 
Amount  received  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise,  15,895  10 
Amount  of  other  miscellaneous  receipts,         -  1,212  95 


Total  amount  of  receipts,  -  $58,018  78 


Two  dividends  of  three  per  cent,  each  have  been  made,  payable  on 
July  1,  lb39,  and  January  1,  1840,  respectively,  amounting  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  the  sum  of        $15,000  00 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  B.  WALES, 

SAMUEL  FROTHINGHAM, 

SAMUEL  QUINCY, 

WILLIAM  A.  CROCKER, 

Directors, 
Boston,  January  1,  1840. 


Suffolk,  ss.  January  7,  1840. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Directors,  to  wit :  T.  B. 
Wales,  S.  Frothingham,  and  S.  duincy,  and  made  oath  that  the  above 
report  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Suffolk,  ss.  January  3,  1840. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  W.  A.  Crocker,  and 
made  oath,  that  this  report  was  true  according  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief.         Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Copy  of  a  Contract  between  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion and  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation. 

This  Indenture  made  and  executed  this  first  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  nine,  by 
and  between  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation  of 
the  one  part,  and  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth ; 

That  it  is  hereby  mutually  agreed,  that  when  the  said  New  Bedford 
and  Taunton  Rail-road  is  completed,  the  expense  of  the  cars  and  en- 
gines and  running  the  same  over  the  two  rail-roads,  and  running  the 
cars  from  Mansfield  to  Boston  and  back,  shall  be  borne  in  common 
between  the  parties,  and  the  increased  profit,  if  any,  arising  to  the 
Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  as  below  stated,  shall  be  ascer- 
tained and  apportioned  between  the  parties,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

First,  An  Agent  shall  be  appointed,  for  the  two  roads,  by  the  two 
Boards  of  Directors,  which  Agent  shall  appoint  such  officers  and  ser- 
vants under  him  as  he  may  think  proper,  and  with  the  advice  of  com- 
mittees of  each  Board,  shall  manage  the  concerns  of  each  road  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  use  and  operation  thereof,  except  that  each  Board  of 
Directors  is  to  fix  the  tolls  and  the  prices  to  be  charged  for  transport- 
ing passengers  and  goods  over  its  own  road. 

Second,  The  two  Boards  of  Directors  shall  cause  the  engines,  cars, 
and  appurtenances  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  to  be 
appraised  by  three  suitable  persons,  and  the  said  Agent  shall  provide 
all  additional  engines,  cars,  and  other  moveables,  necessary  to  keeping 
both  roads  in  operation. 

Third,  The  total  value  of  all  the  old  and  new  engines  and  cars  with 
their  appurtenances,  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  two  corporations,  as 
follows :  Eleven  parts  out  of  thirty  one  shall  be  assessed  upon  the 
Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  and  the  remaining  twenty 
parts,  upon  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation,  and 
the  amount  thereof  shall  be  so  paid  or  borne  by  the  parties  respect- 
ively. 

Fourth,  An  account  of  all  expenditures  arising  in  the  use  of  the 
two  roads,  including  all  repairs  of  the  cars,  engines  and  appurtenanc- 
es, and  exclusive  of  repairs  of  the  roads,  shall  be  kept  by  the  Agent  of 
the  two  corporations,  and  assessed  monthly  on  the  two  parties,  in  the 
above  ratio,  and  paid  out  of  the  earnings  of  the  roads. 
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Fifth,  A  joint  committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  two  Boards  of 
Directors,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  while  this  contract  continues  in 
force,  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  increase  of  the  income  of  the 
Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  in  the  year  then  elapsed,  be- 
yond the  annual  increase  of  income  which  had  been  realized  by  them 
prior  to  the  completion  of  said  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  ; 
and  in  case  it  shall  appear,  that  the  increase  first  mentioned  is  greater 
than  the  average  increase  of  income  before  realized,  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  committee  shall  apportion  such  excess  of  income  between  the  two 
corporations  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  equitable. 

Sixth.  Upon  the  termination  of  this  contract,  the  engines,  cars  and 
appurtenances  then  belonging  to  the  two  corporations  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  appraised  by  three  disinterested  persons,  to  be  appointed  by 
said  two  Boards  of  Directors.  Those  which  may  hereafter  be  pro- 
cured shall  be  taken  by  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration, and  those  which  belonged  to  the  said  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road 
Corporation  at  the  commencement  of  this  contract,  shall  be  returned  to 
them,  and  in  both  instances  they  shall  be  charged  to  the  parties  respect- 
ively at  the  last  appraisal,  and  the  accounts  be  settled  accordingly. 

Seventh,  This  contract  shall  continue  in  force  for  one  year  from  the 
completion  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road,  and  as  much 
longer  as  the  parties  shall  agree,  either  party  having  the  privilege  of 
terminating  the  contract  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year  by  giving  twelve  months  previous  notice  to  that  effect. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  have  caused  their  seals  to  be  here- 
to affixed  by  their  respective  presidents  specially  authorized  for  this 
purpose,  who  have  hereto  set  their  hands,  the  day  and  year  first  writ- 
ten. 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 

And  Seal  of  the  N.  B.  &  T.  R.  R.  Corp. 


THOS.  B.  WALES,  President  )      Seal  of  the 

of  the  T.  B.  R.  R.  Corp.  ]  t.  B.  R.  R.  Corp, 


Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  { 
in  presence  of  us,  $ 

H.  G.  O.  COLBY,  to  Jos.  Grennell. 

J.  INGERSOLL  BOWDITCH,  to  T.  B.  Wales,  Pr. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WESTERN    RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1839,  under  which  date  our  third  annual 
report  was  submitted,  the  grading  of  the  road,  eastward  of  Connecticut 
River,  was  nearly  completed, — the  bridges  were  in  construction, — the 
iron  and  timber  for  the  superstructure  were  purchased, — six  miles  of 
the  track  were  laid  down, — the  engines  and  cars  were  under  contract, 
— the  depot  lands  were  secured, — and  the  damages  for  land  and 
fencing  were  liquidated  and  principally  paid.  The  Directors  at  that 
time  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  road-bed  would  be  ready  for  the 
rails  by  May  succeeding,  and  that,  if  no  unforeseen  obstacle  interposed, 
the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  line  would  be  in  successful  operation  by 
the  first  of  October  last. 

This  anticipation  was  realized.  The  grading,  masonry,  bridging, 
superstructure  and  depot  buildings  were  sufficiently  completed,  the  en- 
gines and  cars  were  delivered,  and  the  road  opened  for  the  conveyance 
of  passengers,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  and  it  has  continued  in  oper- 
ation to  the  present  time. 

Regular  merchandise  trains  were  established  on  the  23d  of  October, 
and  they  have  been  continued  to  this  date. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  road,  it  is  graded  for  a  single 
track  only;  and  but  one  track  has  been  laid  down,  with  the  exception 
of  the  necessary  turn-outs  at  the  nine  stations.  The  engineers,  at  an 
early  period,  recommended  the  grading  of  the  entire  line  for  a  double 
track.  But,  under  the  uncertainty,  then  existing,  of  procuring  funds 
for  the  completion  of  the  whole  road,  the  Directors,  upon  full  consider- 
ation, deemed  it  prudent  to  order  the  grading  generally  for  one  track  ; 
at  the  same  time  giving  the  engineers  "  discretionary  power,  as  to  the 
cuts,  embankments,  and  bridges,  to  make  them  of  such  width  and  con- 
struction, as  should  best  subserve  the  interests  of  the  corporation  and 
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the  public,  taking  into  account  the  contingency  of  a  double  track  here- 
after." 

Under  this  authority,  the  deep  cuts,  the  heavy  embankments,  and  the 
masonry  and  bridges  have  been  constructed  of  full  width  for  two  tracks. 

The  exact  length  of  the  line,  from  the  junction  with  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Road,  to  the  east  bank  of  Connecticut  River,  is  54  miles 
184  rods.  The  intermediate  distances  are  given  in  a  table  hereto 
annexed. 

In  the  construction  of  this  part  of  the  road,  the  Directors  have  en- 
deavored to  make  a  permanent,  and  substantial  structure.  Great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  remove  from  the  road-bed,  all  materials  which 
would  be  seriously  affected  by  frost,  and  to  supply  their  place  with 
gravel  or  sand.  The  superstructure  is  of  the  most  substantial  charac- 
ter ;  and  the  masonry  will  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  that  of  any 
other  road  in  the  country.  In  the  erection  of  depot  buildings,  and  the 
construction  of  cars  and  engines,  the  board  have  consulted  usefulness, 
convenience  and  durability,  with  little  regard  to  ornament  or  show. 
And  with  the  short  experience  which  they  have  had,  the  undersigned 
are  satisfied,  that  these  objects  have  all  been  accomplished;  and  they 
are  happy  to  congratulate  the  stockholders  and  the  community  upon 
the  successful  result  of  their  labors  thus  far. 

Although  the  road  was  sufficiently  completed  to  be  opened  for  use 
on  the  1st  day  of  October  last,  many  parts  of  it  were  so  unfinished  as 
to  require  some  force  to  be  kept  upon  the  construction  nearly  to  the 
present  time  ;  and  it  is  not  now  found  practicable  to  state  the  exact 
cost  of  this  portion  of  the  line.  This  will  be  presented  in  a  future  re- 
port, together  with  such  other  information  as  is  required  by  law. 

The  accounts  for  these  expenditures  are,  however,  principally  liqui- 
dated and  paid.  And  it  is  believed,  that  an  estimate,  generally  correct, 
may  now  be  made,  of  such  claims  as  are  yet  out-standing.  Upon  this 
basis,  the  following  will  be  found  to  be  a  nearly  correct  statement  of 
the  cost  of  the  road  east  of  the  river.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  these  items  may  be  varied  when  the  final  statement  is  given. 

Graduation,  masonry,  bridging  and  superstructure,  for 
main  track,  .  .  .       54m.  3036  ft 

turn-out  and  depot,  do.       .  .         2.      1310  ft 


or  568*  ms.  81,633,122  60 

Engineer  department,  surveys,  instruments,  &,c.  for  4 

years,  ......  64,518  93 
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8  engines,  5  long  passenger  cars,  10  short  do.,  2  for- 
ward, do.,  3  baggage,  do.,  50  merchandise,  do.,  40 
gravel,  do.,  and  3  hand,  do., 

Depot  buildings  for  nine  stations,  furniture,  aqueducts 
wells,  machine  shop,  &,c. 

Land  damages  and  fencing, 

Depot  lands  at  9  stations,  about  18  acres, 

Miscellaneous  expenses,  including  salaries,  printing 
stationary,  office  rents  and  expenses,  clerk  hire,  col 
lecting  assessments,  postages,  &c. 

Total  east  of  river, 
Being  about  836,135  per  mile. 

The  estimate  for  this  part  of  the  road,  made  in  De- 
cember, 1838,  was 

Surplus  cost  above  estimates,  . 


100,004  83 

54,412  18 

89,037  47 

6,638  43 


25,251  53 
1,972,985  97 

1,864,729  12 

108,256  85 


This  excess  above  the  estimate,  being  a  little  less  than  six  per  cent, 
is  not  caused  by  the  extra  cost  of  the  items  actually  estimated;  for, 
except  in  one  or  two  cases  of  small  amount,  these  in  fact,  have  not  cost 
more  than  was  anticipated.  But  the  principal  difference  arises,  in  the 
first  place,  from  the  fact,  that,  at  the  time  the  estimates  were  made, 
the  work  of  graduation  was  in  progress,  and  the  cuts  were  in  a  rough 
state,  and  could  not  be  measured  with  any  great  degree  of  accuracy. 
The  quantities  returned  as  excavated,  were  deduced,  in  most  cases, 
from  the  previous  monthly  estimates,  and  the  estimates  were  put  upon 
it  according  to  those  results.  Since  it  has  been  completed,  it  has  all 
been  re-measured  for  the  final  settlements,  and  it  is  now  ascertained 
that  the  quantity  of  materials  excavated,  much  exceeds  that  actually 
estimated. 

In  the  next  place,  as  the  work  has  advanced,  it  has  been  found  ne- 
cessary and  economical,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  business  of  the 
road,  to  procure  larger  quantities  of  many  articles  for  its  equipment, 
than  were  supposed  necessary ;  to  increase  the  number  and  size  of  the 
buildings  at  the  depots ;  to  add  to  them  expensive  aqueducts  and  fix- 
tures, and  to  enlarge  some  of  the  bridges.  The  length  of  the  track, 
including  turn-out  and  depot  tracks,  proves,  also,  to  be  about  eight- 
tenths  of  a  mile  more  than  was  estimated  for — the  wheels  and  springs 
of  the  cars  are  more  substantial  and  expensive  than  was  originally  in- 
tended, and  in  one  or  two  cases,  the  cost  ot  grading  a  section  has  been 
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necessarily  enhanced  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  contractor, 
and  his  inability  to  finish  his  work. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  principal  items  of  cost  not  esti- 
mated, viz  : 

Excess  of  excavation  above  estimates — addition  to 
bridges — increased  length  of  track,  and  improved 
switches,  and  extra  cost  of  finishing  a  small  part  of 
the  grading,  ,  $80,766  13 

Additional  number  of  cars,  and  improved  wheels  for  the 

whole,  ......  12,946  67 

Increased  number  and  size  of  buildings,  and  addition  of 

aqueducts  and  fixtures,         ....  11,500  00 

Additional   quantity  of  land  purchased   for  the  depots 

since  the  estimates,  ....  2,638  43 

Total,        .....      $107,851  23 

And  in  view  of  these  expenditures,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  depot  arrangements  at  Springfield  are  designed,  and  are  on  a  suffi- 
ciently extensive  scale,  to  afford  the  necessary  accommodation  for  the 
business  of  the  road  west  of  the  river.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  machine  shop,  tools  and  fixtures,  and  in  part,  also  to  the  engines 
and  cars  already  provided. 

The  whole  of  the  expensive  depot  arrangements  at  Springfield,  will 
be  as  necessary  to  the  western  as  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  road, 
and  the  cost  of  them  ought  in  fact  to  be  apportioned  upon  both  sections 
of  the  line  equally. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  to  the  Legislature,  the  whole  line  of 
the  road  westward  of  Connecticut  River,  a  distance  of  62.6  miles,  had 
been  definitely  located,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  miles  in  Westfield 
and  the  south  part  of  Russell — about  34J  miles  of  the  western  part  of 
it  had  been  under  contract  for  grading  from  March,  1838,  and,  ex- 
cepting 10  miles  immediately  east  of  Pittsfield,  the  work  had  been 
commenced  in  June  and  July  succeeding,  and  was  then  in  successful 
progress. 

In  March,  1839,  the  Board,  after  a  full  and  personal  examination  by 
a  committee,  directed  the  definite  location  of  the  road  through  West- 
field  and  the  south  part  of  Russell,  to  be  made  entirely  upon  the  north- 
erly side  of  the  Westfield  great  river,  and  as  near  the  village  of  West- 
field  as  was  practicable  without  two  crossings  of  the  river. 
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Early  in  the  last  season,  the  grading  was  commenced  upon  the  10 
miles  east  of  Pittsfield,  and  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  the  residue  of 
the  34J  miles  between  Henry's  and  the  State  line,  the  work  has  been 
vigorously  prosecuted  to  the  present  time. 

The  28  miles  between  Connecticut  River  and  Henry's  in  Chester, 
were  put  under  contract  for  grading  in  April  last,  and  as  soon  as  was 
practicable  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  last  Legislature  ;  the 
contractors  engaging  to  complete  the  grading  and  masonry  by  the  1st 
of  July,  1840. 

Upon  the  greater  portion  of  this  part  of  the  line,  the  work  was  com- 
menced in  July  succeeding,  and  the  whole  is  now  in  progress.  It  is 
confidently  believed,  that  the  graduation  and  masonry  will  be  finished 
in  season  for  laying  down  the  rails  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

Preparations  are  also  making  for  materials  for  the  bridge  across  the 
Connecticut  at  Springfield;  the  lumber  having  already  been  contracted 
for.  And  the  Directors  hope  to  finish  the  same,  and  to  lay  down  the 
track  for  at  least  20  miles  westward  of  it,  and  open  the  same  for  use 
during  the  year. 

The  graduation  west  of  Pittsfield  is  nearly  completed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  sections.  The  cuts  upon  each  of  these  proved  to  be 
much  more  difficult  than  was  anticipated.  The  contractors  have  been 
always  impeded  by  water,  and,  in  the  winter  months,  by  the  constant 
freezing  and  thawing  of  the  materials.  On  o*ie  of  these  sections,  the 
principal  work,  was  entirely  suspended  during  last  winter  from  this 
cause.  Upon  another,  the  embankment  has  for  a  long  distance  settled 
from  40  to  45  feet  below  the  natural  surface  of  the  meadow.  And 
upon  these,  as  well  as  some  others  in  the  vicinity,  the  work  has  been 
entirely  interrupted  by  the  recent  snows ;  the  contractors  having  been 
obliged  to  employ  their  whole  forces,  in  some  instances,  for  two  or 
three  weeks  in  removing  the  same. 

This  part  of  the  road,  however,  being  11J  miles,  will  be  graded,  the 
superstructure  put  upon  it,  and  the  whole  opened  to  the  public  in  the 
autumn  of  1840. 

The  undersigned  anticipate,  also,  that  a  further  portion  of  10  miles 
of  the  road,  east  of  Pittsfield,  and  extending  eastward  to  the  summit 
division,  will  be  graded  by  the  first  of  August  next,  with  the  exception 
of  two  sections  in  Hinsdale  and  Dalton.  The  contracts  for  these  re- 
quire them  to  be  completed  by  the  first  of  October,  and  they  are  already 
in  a  good  state  of  forwardness. 

The  remaining  Summit  Division  of  about  13  miles,  extends  from 
Henry's  in  Chester,  through  the  gorge  of  the  mountains,  and  over  the 
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summit  in  Washington,  to  the  Hinsdale  Meadows,  embracing  the  whole 
range  of  the  mountain  pass.  This  is  by  far  the  most  difficult  and  ex- 
pensive work  upon  the  whole  line.  And  such  have  been  the  obstacles 
interposed  by  nature  to  our  progress,  that  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  ad- 
vert, briefly,  to  the  extent  and  character  of  this  part  of  the  work. 

The  west  branch  of  the  Westfield  river,  or  the  Pontoosuc,  as  it  is 
now  called,  winds  its  way  from  the  summit,  by  a  rapid  descent,  down 
a  narrow  defile  of  the  mountains,  pursuing  a  very  circuitous  route, — 
frequently  turning  the  point  of  an  abrupt  rocky  spur,  only  to  be  again 
thrown  out  of  its  course,  by  a  similar  spur  upon  the  opposite  bank, 
which,  in  turn,  it  is  obliged  to  double  by  curving  suddenly  in  another 
direction.  The  road  follows  up  the  general  course  of  this  stream  to 
the  summit.  And  in  order  to  avoid  excessive  curvature,  and  to  main- 
tain uniform  grades  by  a  continuous  ascent,  the  line  of  it  necessarily 
crosses  these  spurs,  successively.  It  passes  them  by  heavy  rock  exca- 
vations, spanning  the  stream,  often  obliquely,  and,  in  some  cases,  at  a 
height  of  60  and  70  feet  above  the  water,  and  with  very  heavy  and  ex- 
pensive masonry. 

Within  the  13  miles,  the  river  is  passed  by  21  bridges,  9  of  which 
are  stone  arches,  and  3  of  these  are  of  60,  and  5  of  them  of  45  feet 
span ;  and  they  sustain  embankments,  severally,  of  40,  37,  52,  62,  70, 
60,  42  and  31  feet  above  the  water.  Many  of  these  require,  also,  heavy 
bank  or  river  walls,  some  of  which  are  60  and  70  feet  in  height.  The 
embankments  must,  of  course,  in  many  instances,  await  the  completion 
of  the  bridges  and  walls.  The  masonry  has  been  pushed  vigorously, 
and  as  much  of  it  is  in  progress,  as  can  well  be  carried  on  at  one  time. 
On  the  1st  of  Dec.  last,  15,300  perches  of  it,  (of  25  feet,)  were  finish- 
ed, and  37,500  were  yet  to  be  built ;  25,000  of  which,  however,  are 
bank  walls ;  of  earth  136,000  cubic  yards,  and  86,000  of  rock,  had 
been  excavated,  and  304,000  yards  of  earth,  and  97,600  of  rock,  re- 
mained to  be  taken  out. 

The  Summit  ridge  is  passed  by  a  thorough  cut  above  2,600  feet  long, 
and  at  its  deepest  point  52J  feet.  About  57,000  cubic  yards  of  this  is 
estimated  to  be  rock,  and  much  of  it  is  of  the  hardest  kind.  The 
whole  material  of  the  cut  should  come  out  in  one  direction,  in  order  to 
form  the  large  embankment  east  of  it ;  and  while  the  rock  continues, 
but  comparatively  a  small  force  can  be  employed  upon  it. 

The  grade  immediately  east  of  the  summit  is  at  the  rate  of  77.6  feet 
per  mile  ;  and  still  farther  east  it  is  79.9  feet,  for  two  miles.  At  the 
summit,  the  road  bed  is  1378  feet  above  the  Springfield  depot,  and 
about  1440  feet  above  tide  water  at  Boston. 
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From  present  appearances,  these  summit  sections  will  be  the  last 
work  finished  upon  the  line.  In  our  report  of  last  year  it  was  stated, 
that,  in  the  condition  in  which  it  then  was,  no  definite  opinion  could 
be  formed,  as  to  the  time  when  it  would  be  completed,  and  that  this 
point  could  not  reasonably  be  ascertained,  before  late  in  the  year  1839, 
when  the  character  of  this  rock-cutting  might  be  more  clearly  devel- 
oped. The  work  is  now  so  far  advanced,  as  to  justify  an  opinion,  that 
the  grading  and  masonry  of  this  whole  division  may  be  finished  in  sea- 
son for  laying  down  the  superstructure  during  the  year  1841. 

The  parts  of  the  road  west  of  the  river,  already  graded  at  different 
intervals,  are  as  follows  : 

Between  Springfield  and  Henry's  in  Chester, 

do  do  do  do 

On  the  summit  division  or 
On  the  8th  division,  east  of  Pittsfieid, 

do  do  west  of        do     to  State  line, 

Total,  graded  Dec.  1,  1839, 

Leaving  to  be  graded,  about 

From  this  view,  it  will  be  seen,  that  of  the  6*2.6  miles  of  the  road 
west  of  Connecticut  River,  if  no  unexpected  obstacle  interposes,  about 
50  miles  may  be  graded  and  ready  for  the  superstructure  during  the 
present  year,  viz  :  21J  miles  at  the  westerly  end,  and  28£  miles  at  the 
easterly  end,  that,  by  the  same  time,  the  superstructure  may  be  placed 
upon  at  least  11 J  miles  of  the  westerly  part,  and  20  or  more  miles  of 
the  easterly  part,  and  the  same  be  opened  for  use,  that  in  the  spring  of 
1841,  the  rails  may  be  laid  upon  all  the  residue,  excepting  some  10 
miles  of  the  summit  division;  which  may  be  completed  in  all  that  year. 

Of  the  Iron  for  the  superstructure,  3,500  tons  have  been  purchased ; 
about  2,000  tons  of  it  have  arrived,  and  the  balance  for  the  whole  line, 
having  been  ordered  to  be  purchased,  will  be  forthcoming,  as  the  work 
may  require  it. 

The  timber  wanted  for  the  same  purpose,  has  been,  principally,  con- 
tracted for;  and  that  for  the  part  of  the  road  west  of  Pittsfieid,  is  in 
course  of  delivery. 

The  damages  for  land  and  fencing  have  been  settled  and 
paid,  and  the  titles  secured  for  about  ...         40J  miles. 

They  have  been  liquidated  by  agreements  in  writing  for    llf     " 
Settled  by  appraisals  of  commissioners  for       -         -  6f     " 


5th  Div. 

4.5  miles, 

6th     " 

4.8     " 

7th     •• 

8.4     " 

5.72     " 

tie, 

9.68     " 

33.1     " 

29.5     " 

58                             WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD.  [Feb. 

And  are  unsettled  for 3.6     " 


Total,    -  62.6     " 

Convenient  depot  lands  have  been  secured  for  seven  stations,  west  of 
the  river ;  and  those  for  others  are  offered  upon  advantageous  terms, 
when  the  locations  shall  be  agreed  upon.  No  one  of  the  stations  has, 
as  yet,  been  actually  located  by  vote  of  the  Directors ;  but  the  subject 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  for  a  personal  examination. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Corporation,  for  the  year  past, 
as  stated  by  the  Treasurer,  as  of  January,  1, 1840,  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

Receipts. 

Balance  of  4th  annual  account,  Jan.  1,  1839,   -         -         $354,055  56 

Received  on  3d  Assessment,  -         -         $2,975  00 

4th         "  ...  4,485  00 

5th  -  7,350  00 

6th         ".  -  8,505  00 

23,315  00 

"       for  sale  of  timber  lands,  -  990  64 

"       on  transportation  department,  ...       17,425  63 

"       for  state  scrip  sold  (profits  paid 

sinking  fund)  par,  is       -         501,329  54 
"       for  exchange  drawn  agt.  scrip 

unsold,  -         -         -         655,114  52 


1,156,444  06 

Outstanding  drafts  by  engineer,  in  favor  of  contractors, 

accepted,  and  not  yet  due,         -----       57,850  05 

Amount  due  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  Liverpool,    -         -        12,526  05 

11         "    Geo.  W.  Whistler,  agt.  moving  power,       -  1,490  85 


$1,624,097  84 
Expenditures. 


Amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,     -  15,921  38 
"              "      construction,  including 

iron,     -     i   -        -  1,225,235  55 

"              "      engineer  department,  -  ,  3S,053  16 

"      land  damages,     -         -  54,591  23 

"      depot  lands,         -         -  6,439  27 
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Amount  paid  for  interest    on    bonds   or 

scrip,             -        -  $39,965  91 

"              "      engines,  cars,  &c,       -  69,670  21 

«      fuel,  &c,     -         -         -  6,596  68 

"              "      depot  buildings,  &c.    -  60,751   15 

"  li      expenses  transportation 

department,           -  13,299  47 

«       contingent  fund,          -  1,290  97 

*  Balance, 92,282  86 

1,624,097  84 


Transportation  Account. 

The  total  amount  of  receipts  from  the  business  of  the  road,  for  3 
months  prior  to  January  1,  1840,  was, 

For  transportation  of  passengers,  3  months,  -         $13,472  94 

"  merchandise,  2  months  9  days,  4,136  21 


Total  receipts,  $17,609  15 

The  expenditures  of  this  department  for  the  same 
time,  were, 

For  repairs  of  the  road,  -         -         1,076  00 

"  "       engines  and  cars,         1,004  43 

Miscellaneous    expenses,    including 

clearing  of  snow,    -        -         -       12,300  21  14,380  64 


Balance,        -  $3,228  51 

The  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  the  proceeds  of  6  assessments 
of  $150,000  each,  laid  upon   the  stock,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 

$900,000 


*  This  balance  arises  from  the  following  items,  viz  : 

Balance  of  cash  account.          - 

- 

#38,415  99 

"         in  hands  of  G.  Bliss,  agent, 

- 

1,840  51 

(/ash  loaned  on  collateral,         .... 

- 

62,326  G7 

Notes  receivable,        ..... 

- 

76,027  45 



178,611  12 

Less  balance  of  exchange  account,  or  sinking  fund, 

- 

- 

86,328  26 

#92,282  86 
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And  there  had  been  collected  upon  these  on  the 
first  of  January,  inst.  the  following  sums,  viz  : 

On  the  1st  assessment,         -  $150,000 

2d                             ....  150,000 

3d                             ....  148,835 

4th          "                ....  148,455 

5th                            ....  148,450 

6th                           ....  148,175     893,915 


Balance  due  and  uncollected,       -  $6,085 

This  small  deficiency  is  constantly  diminishing  by  means  of  collec- 
tions. And  the  treasurer  anticipates  but  a  very  small  eventual  loss 
upon  all  the  assessments,  including  notes  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock. 

And  it  is  believed  that  a  contingent  fund,  on  hand,  will  cover  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1838,  authorized  the  loan  to  the  cor- 
poration, of  the  scrip  of  the  State,  having  30  years  to  run,  for  the  sum 
of  $2,100,000,  on  the  condition  of  the  collection  of  certain  propor- 
tions of  6  assessments  upon  the  stockholders.  The  whole  of  these 
assessments  was  $900,000,  and  there  had  been  collected  thereon,  on 
the  1st  of  January  instant,  as  before  stated,  the  sum  of  $893,915, 
being  a  much  larger  amount  than  was  required  by  the  act.  A  small 
portion  of  the  4  last  assessments  was  in  notes,  secured  by  sureties  or 
a  pledge  of  stock. 

The  act  further  required,  that  the  corporation  should  execute  to  the 
Commonwealth,  a  bond,  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  construction  of 
the  road,  and  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  scrip,  as  it  should 
fall  due ;  and  should  mortgage  the  whole  road,  and  all  the  franchise, 
and  property  belonging  to  the  corporation,  to  secure  the  performance 
of  the  conditions  of  the  bond.  This  requisition  has  been  complied 
with,  the  bond  and  mortgage  were  given,  and  the  interest  on  the  scrip 
has  been  punctually  paid  by  the  corporation.. 

Another  provision  of  the  act  required,  that  the  premium  or  profits 
on  the  sales  of  the  scrip  should  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and,  that  to  this  should  be  added,  annually,  after  the  road 
should  be  opened  for  use,  a  sum  equal  to  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  scrip,  from  the  income  of  the  road;  and  that  the  whole  should 
by  the  Treasurer  be  placed  at  interest,  and  the  same,  with  the  interest 
annually  accruing  thereon,  should  constitute  a  Sinking  Fund,  for  the 
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future  purchase  or  final  redemption  of  said  scrip.  The  premium  or 
profits  on  the  sales  of  scrip  heretofore,  so  far  as  the  accounts  of  sales 
have  been  received,  have  been  duly  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  as  will  hereafter  appear.  And  the  whole  is  now  under 
the  care  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  as  provided  in  an 
act  of  the  last  Legislature. 

The  act  of  March  23,  1839,  authorized  a  further  issue  of  scrip, 
upon  terms  similar  to  those  of  the  first  act,  for  such  a  sum  as  might 
be  necessary  to  enable  the  corporation  to  complete  their  road,  not 
however  exceeding  $1,200,000.  Of  this  sum,  the  issuing  of  $400,000 
is  on  condition  that  the  corporation  previously  collect  the  sum  of  $75,- 
4)00  upon  a  7th  assessment  upon  the  private  stockholders,  and  another 
$400,000  is  upon  condition  of  a  similar  collection  upon  the  8th  assess- 
ment. 

The  act  further  provides,  that  the  Commonwealth  may,  at  any  time 
after  its  passage,  purchase  the  road,  and  all  the  property  of  the  cor- 
poration, by  paying  therefor  the  cost,  and  7  per  cent,  interest. 

This  act  has  been  assented  to  by  the  stockholders  at  a  legal  meet- 
ing ;  and  the  bond  and  mortgage  thereby  required  have  been  filed  with 
the  Treasurer. 

The  whole  of  the  scrip  authorized  by  the  act  of  1838, 

has  been  received  by  the  corporation,  being  $2,100,000  00 

And  also  the  1st  instalment  under  the  act  of  1839,  400,000  00 


Of  the  former,  there  had  been  sold  in  England,  at  the 

date  of  the  last  advices,  .....    $1,228,00000 

And  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  has  drawn  upon 
the  agents,  against  the  balance  of  scrip  unsold,  and 
in  anticipation  of  farther  sales,      .         .         .         .  655,114  52 

Making  total  amount  drawn  for,         ....    $1,883,11452 

The  scrip  disposed  of  has  been  sold  at  an  advance  or  profit  above 
the  par  value,  averaging  3J  per  cent.,  and  it  has  always  commanded 
a  much  higher  price  than  any  similar  American  scrip. 

Sinking  Fund. — The  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of 

the  scrip   above  mentioned  as  already  sold,  being 

$1,228,000,  result,    1.  from  the  premium  for  which 

the  same  has  been  sold   above  the  par  value,  and 
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2.  from  the  premium  on  the  exchange  drawn  for  the 

same,  and  they  amount  the  sum  of  $137,605  30 


These  profits  are  regularly  paid  over  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund,  as  fast  as  the  accounts  of  sales  are  received  from  the 
agents  ;  and  occasionally  transfers  are  made  to  that  fund  in  anticipa- 
tion of  those  accounts.  The  amount  so  paid  over  from  time  to  time, 
was,  on  the  1st  inst.  $115,528  29.  And  about  $22,000  more  will  be 
paid  over  during  the  month  of  February  next. 

To  the  above  sum  is  to  to  added  the  premium  on  the 
exchange  heretofore  drawn  against  the  scrip  unsold, 
as  before  stated,  viz.  $655,114  52,  which  is  .         $64,251  25 


And  which  makes  the  amount  in  hand  to  accrue  to 
the  fund  from  profits  on  $1,22$,000  sold  above  par, 
and  the  premium  on  exchange  already  drawn  on 
$1,883,114  50,  .         .         ....        $201,85655 

This  is  exclusive  of  any  advance  on  the  future  sales  of 
the  scrip  to  meet  the  $655,114  52  drawn  against  it. 
But  as  the  whole  scrip  has  been  sold  at  an  average 
premium  of  3^  per  cent.,  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  that 
amount  of  scrip  will,  on  sale,  yield  an  advance  of 
1  per  cent,  net,  say  6,551   14 


Total  profits  on  $1,883,114  52  of  scrip,             .  .        $208,407  69 

or  a  little  over  11  per  cent.  ====== 

If  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  use  the  whole  of  the  $1,200,000  of 

the  scrip  authorized  by  the  act  of  1839,  in  order  to  complete  the  road 

west  of  Connecticut  river,  there  will  remain   unsold  and  undrawn  for, 

January  1,  1840,  the  whole  of  that  amount,  $1,200,000  00 

And  the  balance  of  that  issued  under  act  of  1838.  .          216,885  48 


Total  as  the  basis  of  further  profits  hereafter,     .         .     $1,416,885  48 


If  the  same  profits  are  realized  upon  this  as  upon  the 

preceding, — 11  per  cent.,  the  amount  from  it  will  be        $155,857  40 
To  which  add  proceeds  realized  as  above,  .         .  208,407  69 


And  it  gives  the  total   amount  of  the  principal  of  the 

fund,  from  this  source  only,  ....        $364,265  09 
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Which  is  exclusive  of  the  1  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  scrip,  or 
$33,000  annually  to  be  paid  to  the  fund  from  the  income  of  the  road. 

This  sum  of  8364,265  09,  is  to  be  placed  on  annual  interest  as  re- 
ceived, and  secured  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  sinking  fund  act, 
and  to  accumulate  until  the  scrip  falls  due.  It  is  understood,  that  the 
amount  already  paid  over  to  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
being  $115,528  29,  has  been  readily  loaned  on  the  best  security,  at 
6  per  cent,  interest,  payable  semi-annually.  And  no  doubt  is  express- 
ed by  them,  that  the  whole  may  be  loaned  at  the  same  rate.  As  the 
fund  is  managed  without  charge,  we  may  then  safely  assume,  that,  for 
the  whole  time,  the  fund  may  be  made  to  produce  at  least  5J  per  cent, 
annually. 

The  scrip  is  all  payable  30  years  from  its  date ;  and  being  dated  and 
issued  at  different  periods,  it  is  found  that  to  average  the  whole,  it  is 
equivalent  to  a  scrip  of  §3,300,000,  falling  due  about  April  1,  1869. 

Upon  the  same  principle,  the  average  time,  at  which  the  whole  pro- 
fits will  be  paid  over  to  the  fund  and  put  on  interest,  will  be  about  Oc- 
tober 1,  1840. 

The  interest,  therefore,  should  be  computed  on  the  whole  8364,- 
265  09  from  October  1,  1840,  to  April  1,  1869,  or  28J  years.  This 
at  5J  per  cent,  annually  will  increase  this  item  to  $1,610,031  53 

To  this  is  to  be  added,  the  one  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  the  whole  scrip,  or  $33,000  annually, 
required  to  be  paid  to  the  fund  from  the  income  of 
the  road,  after  it  is  opened  for  use.  Should  the 
first  payment  from  this  source  be  made  Oct.  1, 
1842, — and  the  annual  payments  extend  to  April  1, 
1869, — the  average  time  the  whole  scrip  falls  due — 
it  will  give  26J  years.  The  annual  interest  at  5J 
per  cent,  on  these  yearly  payments  will  increase 
them  to  the  sum  of  ....         1,937,88014 


Giving  the   proceeds   of  the   sinking  fund,  when  the 

scrip  falls  due  at  5 \  per  cent.,        .  .  .      $3,547,911  67 

Which  will  over-pay  the  principal  by  .  .  247,^11  67 

As  stated  in  last  year's  report,  "this  surplus  may  be  applied  to  the 
expenses  of  remitting  the  money  to  England,  when  due,  if,  as  is  proba- 
ble, exchange  should  then  be  against  us.  And  if  a  larger  amount 
should  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  a  portion  of  the  income  from  the 
business  of  the  road,  may  be  set  apart,  annually,  for  a  few  years  prior 
to  the  time  when  it  may  be  wanted." 
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"  It  is  intended  that  the  semi-annual  interest  falling  due  upon  the 
scrip,  shall  be  paid  by  the  corporation  from  the  accruing  income  of  the 
road.  And  a  net  income  from  the  business,  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  cost 
of  the  road,  will  pay  the  I  per  cent,  annually  to  the  sinking  fund, — 5 
per  cent,  interest  on  the  scrip,  and  give  a  dividend  of  6  per  cent,  to  the 
stockholders,  orr  the  amount  advanced  by  them. 

If,  as  is  now  the  fact,  the  fund  is  loaned  at  6  per  cent,  instead  of  5J, 
it  will  produce,  when  the  scrip  falls  due,  the  sum  of        $3,870,449  10- 

Which  will  over-pay  the  principal  by  .  570,449  10 

A  surplus  amply  sufficient  to  meet  unexpected  losses,  deficiency  of 
interest  for  short  times,  expenses  of  the  fund,  and  cost  of  remitting  the 
principal  when  due. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  of  the  uninterrupted  success  which  has 
attended  all  the  financial  operations  of  the  Corporation  heretofore,  the 
undersigned  cannot  omit  the  expression  of  their  entire  confidence,  that 
the  Commonwealth  is  perfectly  secured  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 
loan  of  credit  to  the  corporation,  and  that  neither  the  State,  or  the 
stockholders,  will  ever  be  called  upon  to  pay  a  single  dollar  of  that 
loan. 

Unless  there  is  some  fallacy  in  the  foregoing  calculations,  which  no 
one  has,  as  yet,  been  able  to  detect, — although  they  have,  in  effect, 
been  before  the  public  for  two  year's  past — the  sinking  fund  wilf,  of  it- 
self, be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  principal  of  the  loan.  The  accru- 
ing interest  upon  it  has  been  heretofore  paid  by  the  corporation,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  it  will  be  punctually  met  by  them 
hereafter.  If  it  is  not,  the  Commonwealth,  holding  a  mortgage  of  the 
entire  road,  and  all  the  franchise  and  property  of  the  corporation,  have 
a  right,  by  the  terms  of  the  grants,  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the 
whole,  receive  the  income,  and  apply  such  part  as  may  be  necessary,  to 
pay  the  interest; — or  they  may  farm  it  out  for  the  purpose,  at  their 
election.  This  they  may  always  do,  without  re-paying  to  the  private 
stockholders  the  $800r000  which  they  shall  have  paid  in  assessments 
towards  the  construction  of  the  road. 

Supposing  the  whole  scrip  to  be  necessary  to  finish  the  road,  the 
mortgage  is  of  a  property  costing  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars, 
to  secure  a  loan  of  $3,300,000,  and  a  property  too,  which  must  produce 
an  ample  income,  to  be  annually  increased  by  the  increasing  business' 
of  the  country.  It  cannot,  therefore,  by  any  reasonable  man,  be  doubt- 
ed, that  the  Commonwealth  have  most  abundant  security  for  this  loan> 
of  their  Credit  to  advance  this  great  public  enterprise.     They  have,  ir> 
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effect,  only  indorsed  the  paper  of  the  corporation,  or  guarantied  their 
credit ;  taking,  not  only  sufficient  eventual  security,  but  such  as  they 
may  take  into  immediate  possession  on  the  first  defalcation. 

And,  in  order  further  to  provide  against  loss,  four  of  the  nine  direc- 
tors are  annually  chosen  by  the  Legislature ;  thereby  giving  the  State 
certain  means  of  knowing  the  whole  operations  of  the  corporation,  and 
of  watching  even  the  minutest  expenditure  of  its  funds. 

But,  superadded  to  all  this,  is  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1839,  that 
the  Commonwealth  may  at  this  moment,  or  at  any  future  time,  near  or 
remote,  purchase  the  whole  road,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  and  all  the 
property  of  the  corporation,  by  paying  therefor,  the  amount  of  cap- 
ital paid  in,  and  seven  per  cent,  per  annum  interest,  or  profit  thereon 
from  the  times  of  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  stockholders,  deduct- 
ing any  dividends  that  may  have  been  received — thus  securing  to  the 
State  the  right  to  buy  the  road,  virtually  at  cost,  if  it  should  prove  pro- 
fitable, and  leaving  it  with  the  stockholders,  subject  to  the  mortgage, 
if  it  should  not  be  so  productive,  as  to  tempt  to  its  purchase. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  also,  that  the  enterprise  was  one  too 
great  for  private  capital ;  that  no  one  subscribed  to  it  for  investment, 
merely,  but  in  order  to  promote  a  great  public  improvement,  and  that 
it  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  this  extended  aid  from 
the  State. 

It  would  seem,  then,  in  view  of  all  these  considerations,  that  no  citi- 
zen of  Massachusetts  who  values  her  prosperity,  however  fastidious  he 
may  be,  can  persuade  himself,  that  former  legislatures  have  been  un- 
wise in  these  grants,  or  indiscreet  in  the  manner,  in  which  they  have 
been  protected. 

The  directors  improve  this  opportunity,  also,  to  express  their  con- 
viction, that  the  whole  road  to  the  western  line  of  the  State,  will  be 
finished,  with  all  the  equipments  necessary  to  put  it  in  order  for  use, 
by  means  of  the  funds  already  provided  for  the  purpose. 

The  resources  provided  for  the  work,  result, 

1.  From  assessments  on  the  stock,  .  .  $1,200,000 

2.  Scrip  of  the  State,  .  .  .  3,300,000 

Total,  ....  §4,500,000 


The  cost  of  the  part  of  the  road  completed  east  of  the 

river,  is  before  staled  at  ...  81,972,9^5  97 

Leaving  applied  and  applicable  west  of  the  river,         .     $2,527,014  03 
The  cost  of  the  road  west  of  the  river,  was  estimated 
in  December,  1838,  with  as  much  care  as  was  prac- 
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ticable,  after  all  the  principal  objects  of  expenditure 
were  under  contract ;  and  when  the  principal  items 
of  cost  were  well  understood,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  the  grading  and  masonry  through  the 
mountain  division.  The  total  estimate  for  put- 
ting this  part  of  the  road  in  order  for  use,  was,  as 
stated  in  the  report  of  last  year,     ....     $2,326,44261 


Leaving  a  surplus  of  recources,  above  the  estimates  of  §200,571  42 
And  it  can  hardly  be  believed,  that  the  actual  cost  will  exceed  the  esti- 
mates by  this  amount. 

As  to  the  probable  income  of  the  road,  there  has  as  yet  been  no  op" 
portunity  to  test  it.  It  cannot  be  fairly  judged  of,  until  the  western 
part  of  it  has  been  for  at  least  one  year  opened  for  use.  The  part  east 
of  the  river  had  been  in  operation  for  passengers  three  months,  and 
for  merchandise  two  months  only,  on  the  1st  of  January  inst ,  the  time 
to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up.  And  this  was  under  the  most 
discouraging  and  adverse  circumstances.  It  embraced  a  season  of  the 
year,  when  even  in  prosperous  times,  few  rail-roads  in  New  England 
receive  an  income  equal  to  their  current  expenses.  The  whole  period 
was  one  of  unusual  depression  with  the  business  community  ; — and 
when  no  one  travelled  except  from  necessity.  The  embarrassments 
attending  the  manufacturing  and  other  active  interest  of  the  country 
were  such,  that  all  engaged  in  them  have  forborne  to  procure  supplies 
beyond  their  immediate  wants.  The  proper  department  having  de- 
clined for  the  present  to  transfer  the  public  mail  to  the  cars,  the  stage- 
coaches having  the  advantage  of  the  mail  contracts  have  been  running, 
on  the  same  line  of  travel,  in  active  competition  with  the  road,  and  at 
fares  much  reduced.  The  winter  thus  far  has  been  one  of  uncom- 
mon severity,  attended  by  a  succession  of  deep  snows,  now  accumu- 
lated to  an  extent  unknown  for  many  years,  and  requiring  heavy  and 
repeated  expenditures  in  clearing  the  track,  and  access  to  the  road, 
both  by  passengers  and  for  merchandise  has  been,  from  this  cause, 
seriously  interrupted.  It  may  be  added  also,  that  the  business  upon 
the  Connecticut  river,  from  which  much  is  expected  hereafter,  has 
been  entirely  closed  for  a  great  part  of  the  time. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  results  in  the  short  period 
during  which  the  road  has  been  opened,  can  afford  no  criterion  by 
which  to  judge  of  its  productiveness.  The  undersigned  have  never 
anticipated  that,  for  the  first  six  months  of  its  operations,  the  income 
of  the  road  would  more  than  meet  its  expenses.  But  they  are  happy 
to  find,  by  the  statement  of  the  account  before  given,  that,  under   all 
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the  discouragements  to  which  they  have  alluded,  the  road  has  more 
than  "paid  its  way" — the  receipts  having  exceeded  the  expenses  by 
about  22  per  cent. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  spring,  and  the  revival  of  business  from  its 
present  depression,  the  Directors  anticipate  a  successful  and  constantly 
increasing  business  upon  the  road.  The  advantages  of  this  means  of 
communication  are  more  and  more  felt  in  towns  remote  from  the  line ; 
and  new  lateral  roads  are  opening,  and  new  lines  of  stages  establishing, 
to  accommodate  the  new  courses  of  travel.  The  Hartford  and  New  Ha- 
ven Rail-road  has  but  just  commenced  operations,  thus  presenting  a 
continuous  and  more  inland  communication  by  steam,  between  Boston 
and  New  York.  The  produce  and  merchandise  of  the  populous  and 
flourishing  towns  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  for  near  200  miles 
north  of  Springfield,  have  heretofore  been  transported,  principally,  by 
teams,  to  and  from  Boston,  at  a  great  expense.  And  it  has  been  as- 
certained, that,  at  the  distance  of,  at  least,  50  miles  north  of  Spring- 
field, about  50  per  cent,  of  that  expense  may  be  saved  by  the  river  and 
rail-road  transportation  united,  and  a  corresponding  advantage  gained, 
in  the  more  northern  towns.  In  order  to  attract  public  attention  to 
this  subject,  and  to  procure  and  give  information,  an  agent  is  now  on 
a  tour  up  the  river ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  a  new  and  valuable  busi- 
ness may  be  realized  from  this  source  the  coming  season. 

But  all  these  arrangements  require  time  and  long  continued  atten- 
tion for  their  completion,  and  the  results,  so  far  as  they  may  affect  the 
income  of  the  road,  must  not  be  looked  for  too  hastily.  In  conclusion, 
the  undersigned  see  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  the  early  anticipations  of 
the  friends  of  this  enterprise,  will  in  time  be  fully  realized ;  and  they 
are  encouraged  to  believe,  that  those  friends  will  be  stimulated  to  con- 
tinued effort,  until  they  thall  see  this  great  thoroughfare  in  successful 
operation,  through  the  centre  of  the  State,  from  the  seaboard  to  its 
most  western  boundary. 

THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr. 
JOHN  HENSHAW, 
GEORGE  BLISS, 
AMASA  WALKER, 
CHARLES  HUDSON, 
JOHN  HOWARD, 

Directors. 


Suffolk,  ss. — Jan.  21,  1840. 

Sworn  to,  before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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REPORT 

OF    THE 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND  OF  THE 
WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road,  in 
compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  statute  of  March  13,  1839, 
submit  the  following  Report,  "  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year, 
of  the  amount  and  condition  of  said  fund,  and  of  the  income  of  the 
several  parts  thereof." 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  act,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  this  fund,  the  sum  of 
$55,550  35,  which  was  deposited  in  the  City  Bank,  at  an  interest  of 
four  and  a  half  per  cent.  Since  that  time,  the  following  amounts  have 
been  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion, and  deposited  in  the  same  place,  on  the  same  terms,  until  invested  : 


1839.   Jan.    1,     as  above, 
June  23,  the  sum  of 
Aug.  8,    " 
Sept.  26,  " 
Oct.  10,  " 


555,550  35 

19,977  94 

20,000  00 

7,625  31 

12,374  69 


Total  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Rail- 
road,     $115,528  29 

Interest  has  been  received  on  deposite  in  bank,  1,003  84 

On  investments, 2,292  86 

3,296  70 

Whole  amount  received, $118,824  99 

Loans  have  been  made  as  follows : 

On  notes  secured  by  mortgage  at  six  per  cent,  interest 

semi-annually,         .......     $104,500  00 

10 
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On  similar  notes  secured  by  a  pledge  of  stock  in  the 

Worcester  Rail-road, 7,100  00 

On     do.     do.     Lowell  Rail-road,       .         .         -         .  7,217  75 
Interest  on  advance  to  complete  a  loan,  since  repaid  in 

interest  on  the  same, 7  24 


8118,824  99 
All  interest  has  been  paid  when  it  became  due. 

If  there  be  added  to  the  above  the  interest  accrued,  but  not  due,  it 
will  amount  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1840,  to  .  .  $120,005  92 
which  would  be  the  whole  amount  of  the  fund  on  that  day. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

DAVID  WILDER,  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth. 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr.  TrcasW  Western  R.  R.  Corp. 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WEST  STOCKBRIDGE  R.  ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation  do 
make  this  their  Second  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  length  of  the  said  road  being  only  about  two  and  three-fourths 
miles  in  length,  it  was  originally  contemplated  by  said  corporation  and 
by  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  to  unite  said  roads, 
and  both  companies  passed  resolutions  to  that  effect,  and  leave  was  ob- 
tained of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  so  to  do  and  both 
corporations  filed  their  respective  petitions  to  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  at  their  last  session,  praying  for  this  liberty,  which 
petitions  were  not  acted  upon,  in  consequence  of  the  right  reserved  to 
the  Western  Rail-road  to  buy  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  but 
were  continued  to  the  present  session. 

With  these  views,  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Corporation, 
(by  James  Miller,  their  president,)  subscribed  a  large  amount  to  the 
stock  of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation,  and  put  on  the 
superstructure,  and  nearly  completed  the  stone  depot,  at  the  eastern 
termination  of  said  rail-road,  before  the  first  report  was  made.  Since 
making  said  report,  said  company  have  completed  said  stone  depot, 
and  have  erected  a  stone  engine  house,  and  store  house,  and  wood- 
house,  at  said  depot,  and  have  been  running  their  locomotives  and 
cars  over  said  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  since  making  the  first  re- 
port under  a  lease,  in  which  said  company  were  obligated  to  pay  an 
equal  amount  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  both  roads,  proportionate  to  the 
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cost  of  each  road,  by  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  expiration  of  said 
lease.  By  reason  of  this  understanding,  said  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road Corporation,  have  not  been  as  particular,  as  they  otherwise 
would,  but  have  permitted  said  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration to  put  on  said  superstructure,  and  erect  said  buildings,  and 
are  unable  to  state  the  cost  of  the  same,  or  the  income  of  the  road,  as 
the  account  has  not  yet  been  rendere  I. 

By  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  now  exhibited,  it  appears  that  the 
rents  of  the  corporit  on,  1  avj  been, 

From  stockholders  and  advances  made  by  Directors,      .     $11,644  02 


And  the  expenditures  for  land,  damages,  grading 
the  road,  and  building  bridges,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses,      ...  ....  611,310  14 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


DANIEL  SPENCER,  Jr. 
ERASTUS  CROCKER, 
THOMAS  CONE, 
MARTIN  HENDRIX, 
LYMAN  HINMAN, 
SYLVESTER  SPENCER. 


West  Stockbridge,  January  21,  1840. 


Berkshire  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Daniel  Spencer,  Jr., 
Erastus  Crocker,  Thomas  Cone,  Martin  Hendrix,  Lyman  Hinman,  and 
Sylvester  Spencer,  directors  of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, and  made  oath,  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  subscribed, 
is  true  according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

ROBB1NS  KELLOGG,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  do 
hereby  make  their  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .  .     $1,600,000  00 

The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year,  exclusive 
of  amount  spent  and  charged  to  the  cost  of  the 
Road,  is 

For   repairs  on  Road,  including  repairs  on  bridges 

($6,341  51)  and  some  improvements  in  drainage,  $21,013  51 

For  repairs  on  engines  and  cars,         .  .  .  14,454  72 

For  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  and  all  other  miscellane- 
ous expenses,  .  55,931  94 


§91,400  17 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is 

For   transporting   passengers    between    Boston    and 

Lowell,  in  our  own  cars,  .         $85,927  85 

merchandize,  "     "        "  .  80,328  10 

"  *'  United  States  Mail,  rents  and  mis- 

cellaneous, .  .  .  1,953  33 

Passengers  for  the  Nashua  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation 
over  our  Road,  .  24,347  00 
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For  transporting  merchandize  for  the  Nashua  and 

Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  over  our  Road,  .  $17,927  95 

For  transporting  passengers  for  the  Boston  and 
Portland  Rail-road  Corporation 
over  our  Road,  .  .  .  16,732  74 

merchandize    for    do.  do.     .  4,358  30 


$231,575  27 


The  amount  divided   during  the  past  year  is  $132,000,  being  two 
dividends  of  four  per  cent,  each,  on   a  capital  of  $1,650,000,  which 
was   the  amount  of  capital  paid   in   at  the  time  the  dividends  were 
declared. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  four  miles  more  of  the  second  track 
have  been  finished  and  put  in  use. 
The  amount  expended  for  this  purpose,  for  additional 
depots,  engines,  and  cars,  and  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  second  track 
has  been,    ......        $120,766  38 

Whole  amount  expended  on  the  cost  of  the  Road  and 

appurtenances,  at  the  time  of  the  last  annual  report,     1,608,476  21 

Whole  cost  of  Road  to  November  30th,  1840,  1,729,242  59 

Balance  of  capital  unexpended,  .  .  .  70,757  41 


$1,800,000  00 

The  second  track  is  now  in  use  for  a  length  of  about  21  miles. 
About  5  miles  more  are  required  to  complete  this  track  for  the  whole 
distance  between  Boston  and  Lowell.  On  this  portion,  operations 
have  been  commenced,  and  the  whole  will  probably  be  finished  in  the 
course  of  the  coming  summer. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

P.  T.  JACKSON, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
GEO.  W.  LYMAN, 
JOSEPH  TILDEN, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 

Directors. 

N.  B.— « The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1837,  which  should  have  been  numbered  the 
seventh,  was  called  the  sixth.    The  error  is  corrected  in  the  title  of  the  present  Report. 


i84i.]  senate—No.  17.  7 

January  6th,  1841. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

Then  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  George  W.  Lyman,  William  Appleton, 
Joseph  Tilden,  and  John  Bryant,  severally  appeared  and  made  oath 
that  the  foregoing  statement  was  true  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

BENJAMIN  R.  NICHOLS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND     PORTLAND 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The   Directors    of  the  Boston  and  Portland   Rail-road   Corporation 
do  hereby  make  their  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 
During  the  past  year,  they  have  completed  their  depot  buildings, 
built  a  stone  bridge  over  the  Little  River,  in   Haverhill,  made   addi- 
tional security  to  protect  the  bridge  crossing  the  Merrimack  river  from 
ice,  and  put  down  side  tracks  where  necessary. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,  is  .  .       $367,401  76 

Massachusetts  State  Scrip,  .  ,  .  150,000  00 

$517,401  76 


The  amount  of  income  received  the  past  year  was : 

From  passengers,       .....  71,793  42 

"     merchandize,    .....  18,848  40 

"     transportation  of  mails,  and  rents,         .  .  2,826  33 

$93,468  15 


The  amount  of  expenditures  the  past  year,  in  the 
use  of  the  Road,  was  as  follows : 

For  repairs  of  Road,              .             .                          .  $6,290  65 

"         "      of  engines  and  cars,         .             .             .  5,815  47 
11     fuel,  oil,  salaries,    and  all  other  miscellaneous 

expenses,    ......  19,575  31 


1841.]  SENATE— No.  17. 

For  tolls  to  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road, 
11    rent  of  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road, 


Paid  interest  on  State  scrip, 

A  six  months'   dividend  was  paid  last  April  of  two 

dollars  per  share,  amounting  to 
A  three  months  dividend  in  July,  of  one  and   a  half 

dollars  per  share,  amounting  to 


A  dividend  of  three  dollars  per  share  has  been  de- 
clared payable  on  the  20th  January  inst. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended toward  the  completion  of  the  Road, 

Depot  buildings  and  appurtenances,  the  sum  of  .  48,656  31 

The  whole   amount  of  the  cost  of  the   Road   at  the 

time  of  the  last  annual  report,  was  .  .         474,434  91 


21,091  04 
9,750  00 

$62,522  47 

7,500  00 

8,462  00 

6,354  00 

$14,816  00 

Total  cost  of  Road  January  1st,  1841,  .  .        $523,091  22 

This  corporation  commenced  the  use  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail- 
road, which  connects  with  this  Road  at  the  line  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1840,  under  a  contract  made 
with  that  corporation,  a  copy  of  which  was  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  their  fourth  annual  report.  It  was  conditioned  in  this  con- 
tract, that  "  if  the  said  Road  shall  be  constructed  to  any  town  beyond 
Exeter,  the  contract  is  to  be  void."  That  corporation  having  deter- 
mined to  extend  the  Road  beyond  Exeter,  this  corporation  have  en- 
tered into  a  new  contract  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, for  its  use,  when  completed  to  Dover,  in  New  Hampshire. 

A  copy  of  the  contract  is  appended  to  this  Report, 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOS.  WEST, 
AMOS  ABBOTT, 
SAMUEL  A  WALKER. 
EN.  SILSBY, 
DANIEL  HAMMOND. 
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January  22,  1841. 
Suffolk,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  the  abovenamed  Directors,  Thomas  West,  Amos 
Abbott,  Samuel  A.  Walker,  Enoch  Silsby,  and  Daniel  Hammond,  and 
made  oath  that  the  above  report  was  true  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief.  Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Boston  and  Port- 
land Rail-road  Corporation,  holden  at  Andover,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
May  last,  it  was  voted  unanimously,  that  the  Directors  of  the  Boston 
aud  Portland  Rail-road  Corporation  be  authorized  to  contract  with  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  to  transport  all  their  passengers  and 
freight  over  said  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  from  the  line  of  the 
State  to  Dover  : 

Provided  the  same  can  be  done  by  paying  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Rail-road,  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  interest  per  annum  on 
a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  also  to  keep 
said  road  in  repair. 

And  whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Boston  and 
Maine  Rail-road,  held  at  the  Swamscot  House,  in  Exeter,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  July  last,  it  was  voted  that  the  Directors  of  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  be  authorized  to  contract  with  the  Boston 
and  Portland  Rail-road  Corporation  for  the  transportation  of  all  their 
passengers  and  freight  over  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  ten  years,  from  the  time  of  its  completion  to  Dover,  for 
not  less  than  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  on  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  the  cost  of  the  road,  should  it  not  amount 
to  that  sum  ;  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road  Corporation  keeping 
said  road  in  repair  : 

Now,  therefore,  this  agreement  made  and  entered  into  by  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road  Corporation,  of  the  one 
part,  and  the  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  of  the 
other  part,  Witnesseth, 

That  when  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  shall  be  fully  completed 
in  all  respects,  and  ready  to  be  opened  for  use,  with  convenient  depots, 
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side-tracks,  turn-tables,  and  necessary  accommodations  from  the  depot 
on  Front  street,  in  Exeter,  to  such  convenient  place  in  the  town  of 
Dover,  as  is  best  calculated  to  accommodate  the  business  and  travel  of 
said  town  and  vicinity  : 

In  consideration  of  the  sum  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  Boston  and 
Portland  Rail-road  Corporation  shall  take  and  hold  full  possession 
thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  time  of  taking 
possession  thereof;  that  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion shall  pay  for  the  use  of  said  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  seven 
per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  on  the  cost  of  the 
same,  from  the  line  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
to  Dover,  as  aforesaid,  keeping  said  Rail-road  in  repair  : 

Provided  the  entire  cost  of  said  road  and  its  accommodations  from 
the  line  of  the  States  to  Dover,  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  or  seven  per  cent,  on  the  actual  cost,  in  case  it  shall  be  less 
than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  :  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that 
the  said  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  between  Exeter  and  Dover  shall 
be  constructed  in  the  same  manner  and  style,  and  be  laid  with  the 
same  kind  of  iron  rail,  as  the  part  now  finished  between  the  line  of  the 
States  and  Exeter. 

It  is  further  agreed  by  the  parties  aforesaid,  that  in  case  of  failure 
in  any  part  of  the  construction  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-Road, 
by  reason  of  defect  in  the  original  construction  of  the  road,  the  same 
is  to  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  that  corporation. 

Dated  at  Boston,  this  first  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1840. 

HOBART  CLARK, 
Pres.  of  B.  and  M.  Rail-road. 

By  order  of  Directors, 

THOS.  WEST, 
D.  HAMMOND, 
Committee  of  the  Directors  of  the  B.  and  P.  R.  R.  Corp. 

Witness, 

Geo.  W.  Gordon, 
Chas.  Conner. 
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NINTH   ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND     PROVIDENCE 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation 
do  hereby  make  their  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  as  required  by  law. 

On  the  twenty-third  day  of  March,  the  fare  of  passengers  between 
Boston  and  Providence  was  reduced  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and 
pro  rata  for  the  intermediate  distances  ;  and  on  the  17lh  of  April,  the 
freight  of  a  ton  of  merchandize  between  Boston  and  Providence,  was 
reduced  from  five  dollars  to  three  dollars  a  ton,  and  in  proportion  for 
way  stations.  This  reduction,  the  opening  of  the  Norwich  and 
Worcester  Rail-road,  and  other  peculiar  circumstances,  caused  a  dimi- 
nution of  the  income  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  and  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  encroach  upon  the  reserved  fund  in  making  the 
July  dividend.  The  increase  of  business,  however,  during  the  last  six 
months,  has  enabled  the  Directors  to  declare  a  dividend  to  be  made 
exclusively  from  the  profits  that  have  accrued  during  that  time,  and 
convinced  them  that  such  an  encroachment  will  not  again  be  neces- 
sary. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  Capital  of  the  Corporation 

paid  in,  is.  .....     $1,782,00000 

The  whole  amount  of  their   expenditures  the  past 
year  is  as  follows  : 

Repairs  of  Road,       .....  13,280  89 

Repairs  of  cars  and  engines,  .  .  .  16,755  36 
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Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  and  other  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses,       ......  $78,413  27 

Amount   paid    Rhode  Island  Company  for  lease  of 

their  road,  bridge  and  depot,  .  .  .  5,659  58 

Amount  paid   for   use  of  Ferry  between   India  Point 

and  Stonington  Rail-road,  .  .  .  5,000  00 

For   construction  of  road,  including   expenses 

for  purchase  of  land,  second  track,  &c.         $12,018  45 

Amount  paid  for  use  of  ferry  and  wharves, 
between  India  Point  and  Stonington  Rail- 
road, in  the  years  1838  and  1839,  .       12,000  00 

24,018  45 


$143,127  55 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is  for 

Transportation  of  passengers,             .             .             .  $134,651   15 

"             of  merchandize,         .             .             .  63,441  52 

of  mail,          ....  3,000  00 

Rents,             ......  1,508  39 


$202,601  06 

The  amount  divided  during  the  past  year,  is  .        $124,740  00 

The  first  dividend  being  declared  in  January,  and  the  second  in 

July,  the  first  being   four  and  the  last   three  per  cent,  on  the  amount 

of  capital  stock  paid  in. 

JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr. 
IGNATIUS  SARGENT, 
JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 
HENRY  CABOT, 

Directors. 
Boston,  January  26,  1841. 

January  7ft,  1841. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  mentioned  J.  Quincy,  Jr.,  I. 
Sargent,  J.  Grinnell  and  H.  Cabot,  and  made  oath,  that  this  report  is 
true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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NINTH   ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF   THE 

BOSTON     AND    WORCESTER 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation, 
respectfully  submit  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings, 
and  of  their  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Within  the  past  year,  the  Directors  have  made  more  convenient 
arrangements  at  Worcester,  by  the  erection  of  a  new  depot  building, 
and  a  new  engine  house,  in  connexion  with  the  Norwich  and  Worces- 
ter Rail-road  Company,  and  by  the  laying  of  additional  tracks  for  the 
union  of  the  line  of  travel  upon  the  Rail-road,  with  that  of  the  Norwich 
and  Worcester  and  the  Western  Rail-roads. 

They  have  made  purchases  of  land  adjoining  both  the  passenger  and 
freight  depots  in  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  necessary 
accommodations  for  the  increased  business,  and  have  adapted  plans 
which  are  partially  executed,  for  the  erection  of  further  buildings  for 
the  accommodation  of  passengers  and  merchandize,  and  also  of  pas- 
senger and  freight  cars.  This  enlargement  of  the  depot  accommoda- 
tions has  been  deemed  necessary,  for  adapting  them  to  the  increased 
business  which  is  already  realized  in  part  from  the  extension  of  the 
line  of  Rail-road,  by  means  of  its  union  with  the  Western  and  Norwich 
Rail-roads,  and  to  a  still  greater  increase  which  it  is  reasonable  to 
anticipate  on  the  completion  of  the  Western  Rail-road.  The  pur- 
chases of  land  in  Boston,  and  the  erection  of  buildings,  which  have 
thus  become  indispensable,  have  called  for  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  investment  of  capital,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  statement  of  expendi- 
tures charged  to  the  account  of  construction. 
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The  portion  of  the  second  track  of  the  Rail-road,  of  seven  miles 
in  length,  extending  from  Natick  to  Hopkinton,  mentioned  in  the  last 
annual  report,  was  completed  early  in  the  season,  and  has  since  been 
in  constant  use.  The  Directors  have  resolved  to  make  an  addition 
of  twelve  miles  in  length  to  the  second  track,  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  summer.  Arrangements  have  been  already  made  for  pro- 
ceeding in  this  work  early  in  the  season. 

The  work  of  improving  the  track  in  the  deep  cuts,  by  deepening 
the  drains,  removing  the  wet  and  clayey  earth,  and  substituting  gravel, 
and  in  some  cases  widening  the  cuts,  was  continued  during  the  past 
summer.  There  are  some  further  portions  of  the  road  on  which  it  is 
proposed  to  make  this  improvement,  as  the  most  effectual  method  of 
guarding  the  track  against  the  injurious  effects  of  frosts,  and  diminish- 
ing the  expense  of  repairs. 

In  addition  to  the  two  daily  passenger  trains  in  winter,  and  three 
daily  in  summer,  which  have  been  heretofore  run  on  this  road,  a  more 
rapid  train  has  been  established  since  the  opening  of  the  Norwich  and 
Worcester  road,  in  connexion  with  a  train  on  that  road,  and  a  line  of 
Steam-boats  between  Norwich  and  New  York. 

This  train,  which  runs  six  times  a  week  each  way,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  three  of  the  winter  months,  makes  but  one  stop  between 
Boston  and  Worcester,  and  traverses  the  forty-five  miles  in  two  hours, 
the  residue  of  the  line  to  Norwich  being  travelled  in  two  and  a  half 
hours.  Two  of  the  daily  trains  in  summer,  and  one  in  winter,  are  so 
connected  with  corresponding  trains  on  the  Western  and  Norwich 
Roads,  as  to  form  uninterrupted  lines  of  travel  from  Boston  to  Spring- 
field and  to  Norwich. 

There  was  no  interruption  of  the  regular  trains  on  the  road  during 
the  year,  by  snow  storms  or  any  other  cause,  with  the  exception  of 
three  days  of  January  of  last  year,  when  the  road  was  so  much  ob- 
structed by  snow  and  ice,  that  the  trips  due  on  those  days  were  delayed, 
and  part  of  them  were  entirely  defeated. 

In  consequence  of  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  snow 
ploughs  now  in  use  on  the  road,  and  in  the  manner  of  applying  them, 
the  obstructions  occasioned  by  snow  storms  are  much  more  expedi. 
tiously  removed,  than  was  practicable  during  the  first  years  of  the 
operations  of  the  road. 

For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  additional  charges  of  construction, 
occasioned  by  the  enlargement  of  the  depots,  the  improvement  of  the 
track,  and  the  progress  which  has  been  made  and  is  now  contemplated 
in  the  second  track,  the  stockholders,  on  the   16th  day  of  November 
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last,  voted  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  to  $2,000,000 
by  the  creation  of  2,000  additional  shares,  in  the  manner  authorized 
by  the  charter ;  the  greater  part  of  this  stock  has  been  taken  at  par  by 
the  stockholders  in  the  proportions  in  which  they  were  entitled  to  it, 
and  the  residue  can  be  disposed  of  at  an  advance. 
The  amount  expended  the  past  year,  and  charged  to 

the  account  of  construction,  was    .  .  .        $146,895  91 

Previously  charged  to  the  same  account,         .  .       1,848,085  82 

Total, $1,994,981  73 

Deduct :  "  reserved  fund"   for  decay  of  sleepers,  and 

wear  of  road  engines  and  cars,  &c,  beyond  repairs,  60,000 

Present  valuation  of  road — depots,  buildings,  engines, 

and  other  property,  ....     $1,934,981  73 

Amount  of  income  received  the  past  year  : 

From  passengers,       .  .  $170,855  45 

"     freight,  mail,  &c,        .  92,819  24 

"     rents,  storage,  &c,      .  3,872  72 


267,547  41 


Expenditures  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  the 
amount  charged  to  the  account  of  construction 

For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  $16,667  55 

"    repairs  of  road,  .  .        40,730  82 

"    all  other  expenses,  .  .        83,043  58 


140,441  95 


Semi-annual  dividends  of  profits  declared : 
July  1,  1840,  3  per  cent.         ....  54,000 

January  1,  1841,  3  per  cent.  ....  54,000 


Total,  .....       $108,000  00 


Which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  the  Directors, 

NATHAN  HALE, 
DAVID  HENSHAW, 
DANIEL  DENNY, 
ELIPHALET  WILLIAMS, 
NATHANIEL  HAMMOND, 
GEORGE  MOREY, 
ADDISON  GILMORE, 
MOSES  WILLIAMS. 
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Boston,  January  30,  A.  D.  1841. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  Nathan  Hale,  David  Henshaw,  Daniel 
Denny,  Eliphalet  Williams,  Nathaniel  Hammond,  George  Morey, 
Addison  Gilmore,  Moses  Williams,  and  generally  made  oath,  that  the 
foregoing  Report  by  them  severally  subscribed  is  true,  according  to 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

WM.  R.  P.  WASHBURN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


CHARLESTOWN    BRANCH 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth    of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The    Directors    of  the    Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road   Company  do 
hereby  respectfully  make  their  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and 
doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  Act  of  Incorporation. 
Since  the  last  Report,  the  road  has  been  extended  from  Gray's  Wharf, 
easterly  to  Suett's  Wharf,  the  distance  of  four  hundred   and    sixty-five 
feet,  to  the  point  authorized  by  the   Act  of  Incorporation  : — the   Com- 
pany has  caused  a  survey  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session,  for  leave  to  extend  their   road  to  the 
Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road. 

By  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  made  up  to   the    loth   inst.,   it  ap- 
pears, that  the  receipts  of  the  Company  the  past  year  have  been, 

For  transportation  of  merchandize,         .         .         .  $1,636  26 

"     miscellaneous  receipts,  ....  1,409  09 


Total,          .         .  $3,545  &5 
And  the  expenditures  have  been  to  same  date, 

For  construction  of  road,                ....  $1,593  86 

M    miscellaneous  expenses,           ....  2,552  95 

w    repairs  of  road, 29  43 

Total,          .         .  64,176  24 
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In  compliance  with  "  An  Act  concerning  Rail-road  Corporations," 
passed  April  19th,  1837,  the  Directors  further  report, 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is          .         .  $100,200  00 
The  amount  expended  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  construction  of  road, 62,098  87 

"    land  and  land  damages,           ....  23,356  57 

"    miscellaneous  expenses,          ....  7,925  66 


Total  cost  of  road, $93,381   10 


The  whole  length  of  the  road,  as  now  completed  from  the  junction 
with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  road  to  Swett's  Wharf,  is  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JAMES  DANA, 
THOMAS  C.  SMITH, 
ABIJAH  GOODRIDGE, 
EBEN.  BARKER, 
JACOB  HITTINGER, 


Charlestown  January  18fA,  1841. 


Middlesex,  ss. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Charlcstoivn,  January  18th,  1841. 


Personally  appeared  the  aforegoing  named  James  Dana,  Thomas  C. 
Smith,  Abijah  Goodridge,  Ebenezer  Barker  and  Jacob  Hittinger,  being 
Directors  in  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  and  sev- 
erally made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  respectfully  sub- 
scribed, is  true  according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

WM.  WYMAN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


20  EASTERN  RAIL-ROAD.  [Feb. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


EASTERN    RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the   Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  respectfully  make 
their  Fifth  Annual  Report. 

At  the  time  of  our  last  annual  report,  the  Rail-road  had  been  con- 
structed and  opened  for  use  from  Boston  to  Ipswich, — a  distance  of 
about  twenty-five  miles.  Since  that  time,  the  grading  of  the  Road 
bed  has  been  continued,  and  the  superstructure  laid  over  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  line  to  the  boundary  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
between  the  towns  of  Salisbury  in  Massachusetts  and  Seabrook  in 
New  Hampshire.  In  passing  through  the  town  of  Newburyport,  the 
road  passes  High  street, — an  important  avenue — and  several  other 
streets,  by  a  tunnel,  so  much  beneath  the  surface  of  those  streets,  as 
to  require  no  alteration  in  their  grades,  and  by  a  viaduct  over  Merri- 
mack street  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  causing  no  interruption  to  the 
accustomed  use  of  these  streets. 

The  depot  or  station  house,  is  located  upon  Washington  street, 
about  midway  between  the  tunnel  and  the  viaduct,  where  the  Road 
bed  is  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  street  which  is  crossed  on  its  surface — 
thus  forming  a  convenient  stopping  place,  central,  and  easily  accessi- 
ble to  the  important  business  of  that  town  and  vicinity.  The  bridge 
across  the  Merrimack  has  been  completed  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
described  in  our  last  report  to  the  Legislature. 

It  consists  of  a  structure  of  truss  or  frame-work  of  wood,  resting 
upon  the  piers  of  the  former  Newburyport  bridge,  of  about  one  thou- 
sand feet  in  length,  which  frame  supports  two  floors,  one  at  the  top 
for  the  passage  of  the  Rail-road,  and  the  other  near  the  bottom  of  the 
frame,  which  will  conveniently  accommodate  the  common  carriage  and 
foot  travel  passing  the  river  at  that  place. 
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The  Rail-road  is  carried  on  to  this  bridge  from  the  embankments  on 
each  side  of  the  river  over  a  structure  of  wooden  piers,  resting  upon 
masonry  on  the  low  banks  of  the  river, — this  part  of  the  structure 
being,  in  the  whole,  of  more  than  one  thousand  feet  in  length.  The 
main  bridge  is  protected  from  the  weather  by  a  covering  of  tin  upon 
the  upper  floor,  and  is  found  upon  trial  to  be  remarkably  firm  and  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose  intended  ;  convenient  draws  for  the  passage 
of  vessels  are  provided  in  each  of  the  floorings  of  the  bridge,  which 
are  so  constructed,  as  to  he  opened  with  great  facility  and  expedition. 

That  part  of  the  Road  between  Ipswich  and  Newburyport,  was  opened 
for  travel  to  a  point  a  little  south  of  High  street,  in  the  latter  place,  on 
the  nineteenth  of  June  last.  It  was  continued  to  the  present  depot,  in 
Newburyport,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  August,  and  to  the  line  of  the 
State  on  the  ninth  of  November,  on  which  day  the  Eastern  Rail-road, 
in  New  Hampshire,  was  opened  for  use  to  Portsmouth,  since  which 
time  the  two  roads  have  been  operated  in  connexion  with  each  other, 
in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  between  the  two  companies  hereafter 
described. 

The  books  of  the  Treasurer  have  been  examined  by 
a  committee  of  Directors,  to  the  31st  ult.,  and  the 
capital  stock  paid  in  by  the  stockholders,  is  .     $1,364,190  12 

Amount  of  loan  of  scrip  from  the  Commonwealth,    .  500,000 


The  amount  expended  for  the  construction  of  the 
road,  buildings,  engines  and  cars,  and  other  per- 
manent works,  since  the  date  of  our  last  report, 
has  been     ......  656,925  61 

The  amount  of  profits  carried  forward  from  the  year 

IS39,  is      .  .  .  .  .  .  13,862  50 

Balance  due  for  mail  transportation,  .  .  1,975 


$15,637  50 


From  the  accounts  of   the  superintendent,  which 
have  also  been  examined,  it  appears  that  the  income 
of  the  Road,  during  the  past  year,  has  been   as  fol- 
lows : 
Income  from  passengers,  deducting 

amounts  paid  for  ferriages  at  East 

Boston,  .  .  .    $164,970  82 
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Brought  over, 

164,970  82 

15,837  50 

From  merchandize  transportation,     . 

7,325  20 

"      mail  transportation,     . 

3,842  73 

"      gravel     transportation,    rents, 

interest,    and  other  miscellaneous 

receipts, 

7,158  25 

183,297 

$199,134  50 
And  that  the   current  expenses    arising   from   the 
business  of  the  Road  during  the  year  have  been, 

For  repairs  of  Road,  ....  7,909  39 

"    repairs  of  engines   and   cars,  and   work  done  in 
machine  shop,         .....  12,915  83 

For  fuel,  wages  of  men,  salaries,  and  other  expenses,  64,908  31 


$85,793  53 


From  the  income  of  the   Road,  there   has   been  paid 

interest  to  the  Commonwealth  on  loan,        .  .  19,500 

To   the    Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, pursuant  to  agreement,       .  .     12,154 

And  divided  among  the  stockholders,  .     68,860 

81,014 


Since  the  date  of  our  last  report,  an  indenture  has  been  ex- 
ecuted, pursuant  to  an  agreement  between  this  company  and  the  East- 
ern Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  (a  copy  of  which  indenture  is 
hereunto  annexed)  by  which  the  entire  right  to  use  said  Road  in  New 
Hampshire,  with  locomotive  engines,  carriages,  &,c,  is  granted  by 
lease  to  this  company  for  the  term  of  ninety-nine  years.  By  this 
arrangement,  the  two  roads  forming  one  continuous  line,  are  placed  for 
practical  use  under  one  direction,  and  can  be  managed  with  much  more 
economy,  efficiency  and  safety,  than  if  separately  conducted,  whjle  by 
the  agreement  of  the  parties,  the  dividends  of  profits  will  be  equal 
upon  the  stock  of  the  two  roads,  in  proportion  to  the  respective  capi- 
tals paid  in.  The  amount  paid  in  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  is 
already  inserted  in  this  report.  The  amount  received  in  consequence 
of  said  agreement  cannot  be  accurately  stated,  inasmuch  as  the  Road 
in  New  Hampshire  has  been  opened  but  a  short  time,  and  is  run  only 
as  a  continuation  of  our  own  Road. 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  PEABODY, 
JOHN  HOOPER, 
WM.  STURGIS, 
DAVID  A.  NEAL, 
ISAIAH  BREED, 
DANIEL  ADAMS  3d, 
S.  R.  PUTNAM, 
JNO.  ELIOT  THAYER, 
AMOS  BINNEY, 
GEO.  HOWE. 


Boston,  %2d  January ,  1841. 


Suffolk  ss. 


Boston,  January  22d,  1841. 


Then  John  Hooper,  William  Sturgis,  D.  A.  Neal,  Isaiah  Breed, 
Daniel  Adams  3d,  S.  R.  Putnam,  John  Eliot  Thayer,  Amos  Binney, 
George  Howe  and  George  Peabody,  appeared,  and  severally  made 
oath,  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge. 


Before  me, 


B.  T.  REED. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Copy  of  articles  of  agreement  of  two  parts,  made  this  eighteenth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty,  by  and  between  "  the  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hamp- 
shire," a  Corporation  duly  established  by  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  of  the  first  part,  and  "  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Com- 
pany," a  Corporation  duly  established  by  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  of  the  second  part. 

Whereas  the  said  "  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire"  was  duly 
incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  said  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  approved  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June  A.  D.,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  with  authority  "  to  locate,  construct  and  finally 
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complete  a  Rail-road,  beginning  at  the  line  which  divides  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  at  the  town  of  Sea- 
brook,  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the  line  which  divides 
the  State  of  Maine  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  at  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  deem  most  expedi- 
ent," with  all  the  rights,  powers  and  privileges  therein  expressed  and 
contained  ;  and  whereas  other  and  additional  rights,  powers  and  privi- 
leges were  granted  to  said  Corporation,  in  and  by  another  Act  of  the 
said  Legislature,  approved  on  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  reference  to  said 
respective  Acts;  and  whereas  the  said  Corporation,  party  hereto  of  the 
first  part,  has  been  duly  organized  and  has  accepted  each  of  said  Acts, 
and  located  its  road ;  and  whereas  the  second  section  of  the  last  mentioned 
Act  is  in  the  following  words,  viz:  "And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the 
said  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  lease  a  part,  or  the  entire  right  to  use  said 
Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire  by  locomotives,  cars,  carriages, 
and  engines  to  such  person  or  Corporation,  and  upon  such  terms,  as 
they  may  deem  proper :"  Now,  therefore,  the  said  parties  hereto  have 
agreed,  and  do  hereby  grant,  covenant  and  agree,  each  to  and  with  the 
other  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say  : 

First, — The  said  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  for  the  con- 
sideration hereinafter  mentioned,  doth  hereby  grant,  demise  and  lease 
to  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  party  hereto  of  the  second 
part,  the  said  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire  as  now  located,  and  as  the 
same  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof  may  hereafter  be  located,  and  every 
part  thereof,  and  all  and  singular  branch  roads,  and  other  Rail-roads 
of  said  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire  that  may  be  connected 
therewith;  and  ail  singular  side-tracks,  turn-outs,  turn-tables  and  other 
conveniences  and  things  that  may  be  laid,  made  or  constructed  in  con- 
nexion with,  or  for  the  accommodation  of  said  main  road,  or  any  such 
branch  road  or  roads;  and  the  entire  right  to  use  the  same,  by  loco- 
motive, cars,  carriages,  and  engines  and  otherwise,  to  and  through  the 
whole  extent  to  which  the  same  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be  located, 
built  or  constructed  ;  also  all  real  estate,  depots,  buildings  and  struc- 
tures whatever  that  may  be  acquired  or  built  for  the  use  or  accommo- 
dation of  the  same.  And  all  rights,  easements,  privileges  and  appur- 
tenances thereof;  and  the  right  and  authority  to  make  and  complete 
the  same,  and  to  construct  and  finish  any  and  all  buildings  and  other 
accommodations  in,  upon  and  about  the  premises,  which  the  said  party 
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hereto  of  the  second  part,  its  representatives,  or  agents  may  deem 
needful,  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  the  party  hereto  of  the  first  part ; 
and  the  right  to  demand  and  receive  tolls,  rent  and  every  other  legal 
and  proper  compensation  for  the  use  of  said  demised  premises,  or  any 
part  thereof; 

To  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  demised  and  granted  premises,  rights, 
privileges,  powers  and  authority  to  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  Company, 
(party  hereto  of  the  second  part,)  its  successors  and  assigns,  from  and 
after  the  said  eighteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  ninety-nine  years  thence  next 
ensuing;  yielding  and  paying  therefor,  as  the  rent  thereof,  from  time 
to  time,  on  the  same  days  when  the  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second 
part,  shall  pay  dividends  to  its  own  stockholders,  a  sum  of  money 
which  shall  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  cost  and  expenses 
incurred,  prior  to  the  time  of  paying  said  rent,  in  obtaining,  making 
and  constructing  said  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  and  its  appurte- 
nances, which  the  amount  of  such  dividend  of  said  party,  hereto  of 
the  second  part,  to  its  stockholders,  shall  bear  to  the  whole  cost  and 
expenses,  incurred  and  paid  by  said  stockholders,  prior  to  the  same 
time,  in  obtaining,  making  and  constructing  its  Rail-road  in  the  said 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  appurtenances  thereof,  and 
so  that  the  said  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  shall  receive  the  same 
per  centage  on  the  whole  amount  of  its  expenditures,  in  obtaining  and 
constructing  its  said  Rail-road  and  the  appurtenances  thereof,  in  New 
Hampshire,  as  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall  pay,  in  such  dividend, 
on  the  whole  amount  of  its  expenditures  paid  by  its  stockholders,  in 
obtaining  and  constructing  its  own  Rail-road,  and  the  appurtenances 
thereof  in  {Massachusetts;  and  the  amount  of  expenditures  and  ex- 
penses, to  be  ascertained  from  time  to  time,  as  aforesaid,  shall  include 
the  whole  expenditures  and  expenses  incuired  and  paid  by  said  stock- 
holders, in  obtaining,  locating,  building,  and  completing  each  of  said 
Rail-roads  and  its  branches,  depots,  and  appurtenances  ;  and  the  rent, 
hereby  reserved,  shall  be  paid  from  the  net  income  of  the  Rail-roads 
of  the  parties  hereto,  to  be  ascertained  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the 
fourth  article  hereof,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  said  party, 
hereto  of  the  first  part,  who  shall  demand  and  receive  the  same  at  the 
place  of  residence  of  the  treasurer  of  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  Com- 
pany. 

Second, — The  said  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  hereby  covenants 
with  the  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  its  successors  and  as- 
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signs,  that  the  said  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  will,  without  unne- 
cessary delay,  at  its  own  cost  and  expense,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
majority  of  the  Directors  of  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  con- 
struct and  complete  a  Rail-road,  the  entire  length  of  the  route  to  Ports- 
mouth, in  said  State  of  New  Hampshire,  as  described  in  the  act  in- 
corporating the  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  and  will  purchase,  build, 
construct  and  complete  all  such  lateral  tracks,  turn-outs,  switches, 
turn-tables,  depots,  buildings  and  fixtures,  as  the  party,  hereto  of  the 
second  part,  or  a  majority  of  its  Directors,  shall  require,  all  which  the 
said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  its  representatives  and  assigns, 
shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy,  as  parts  of  the  demised  premises,  during 
the  term  aforesaid. 

Third, — And  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  party  hereto  of 
the  second  part,  for  itself  and  its  representatives,  doth  hereby  covenant 
and  agree  with  the  said  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  its  successors 
and  assigns,  that  the  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  will,  during 
the  term  aforesaid,  pay  unto  the  said  party,  herelo  of  the  first  part,  its 
successors  and  assigns,  the  said  rent,  hereinbefore  reserved,  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  at  the  end  of  said  term,  shall 
and  will  peacefully  yield  up  the  said  demised  premises,  unto  the  party, 
hereto  of  the  first  part,  its  successors  or  assigns,  in  as  good  condition 
as  the  same  are  now  in,  or  may  be  put  in,  by  said  party,  hereto  of  the 
first  part,  reasonable  use  and  wear  thereof,  or  damage  or  destruction 
thereof,  by  fire  or  other  casualties  excepted. 

Fourth, — From  and  out  of  the  gross  amount  of  the  tolls  and  income 
of  the  Rail-roads  owned  by  the  said  parties  hereto  respectively,  shall 
be  deducted  and  paid,  from  time  to  time,  all  charges  and  expenses  that 
may  be  incurred  by  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  in  rebuilding, 
maintaining  and  keeping  in  good  condition,  said  Rail-road  buildings 
and  the  bridges  and  other  structures  and  property,  that  may  be  held  or 
used  in  connexion  therewith,  and  their  appurtenances  ;  also  all  taxes 
which  shall  be  assessed  on  the  same,  or  on  any  part  thereof,  during  said 
term  ;  also  the  rents  of  such  real  estate,  as  may  be  hired  by  sai  I  party, 
of  the  second  part,  in  conducting  the  business  of  said  roads,  and  the 
tolls,  chaiges  and  maintenance  of  any  ferry  or  ferries;  also  the  cost 
and  expense  of  renewing,  replacing  and  keeping  in  repair  any  and  all 
moving  power,  engines  and  cars,  that  may  be  used  on  the  said  Rail- 
roads respectively  ;  also  the  cost  and  expense  of  purchasing  and  pro- 
curing fuel ;  also  the  salaries,  wages  and  compensation  of  all  superin- 
tendents, engineers,  agents,  clerks,  assistants  and  servants  who  may  be 
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employed  by  the  party,  of  the  second  part,  upon  said  Rail-roads,  or 
either  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  in  any  business  connected  there- 
with, or  relating  thereto,  and  all  just  claims  for  damages  that  may  be 
sustained  by  any  person  or  persons  travelling  in  the  cars,  on  either  of 
said  Rail-roads,  and  for  the  loss,  destruction,  or  damage  of  any  prop- 
erty that  may  be  carried  in  said  cars,  and  all  and  singular  costs,  ex- 
penses and  damages  which  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  may 
be  liable  for,  as  common  carriers;  and  generally,  all  charges  that  may 
be  incurred  in  the  management  of  the  business  or  concerns  of  the  said 
Rail-roads,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  all  incidental  charges  and  expenses, 
and  the  interest  that  may  accrue  on  any  past  or  future  loans  made  by 
said  Commonwealth,  or  otherwise  to  said  party,  of  the  second  part, 
and  all  sums  required  to  be  paid,  as  a  sinking  fund,  for  the  redemption 
of  any  such  loan  or  loans;  and  out  of  the  balance  remaining,  (being 
the  net  income  of  said  roads)  the  rent  hereinbefore  reserved,  shall  be 
paid  to  the  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  in  the  proportion  and  manner 
provided  in  the  first  article  hereof.  And  if,  at  any  time,  the  said  par- 
ty, hereto  of  the  second  part,  shall  not  deem  it  expedient  to  declare 
and  pay  to  its  stockholders  its  proportion  of  said  net  income  as  a  divi- 
dend, it  shall,  nevertheless,  pay  to  said  party,  of  the  first  part,  its 
ratable  proportion,  as  aforesaid,  of  such  net  income  semi-annually,  in 
each  and  every  year,  when  said  party,  of  the  second  part,  shall  not  de- 
clare and  pay  a  dividend  of  said  net  income  to  its  own  stockholders. 
Provided,  however,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  agreed,  that  the  said  par- 
ty, hereto  of  the  second  part,  may  reverse  and  retain  in  its  own  hands 
and  possession,  from  and  out  of  the  net  income  or  rent  so  belonging 
to  said  party,  of  the  first  part,  such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  as  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Directors  of  the  party,  of  the  second  part,  may  vote  to  be 
expedient,  but  which  reserved  fund  shall  never  exceed  in  the  whole,  at 
any  one  time,  ten  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of 
said  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire  actually  paid  in  :  and  the 
said  reserved  fund,  and  the  interest  or  income,  that  may  be  obtained 
thereon  by  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  shall  be  appropriated 
from  time  to  time,  as  a  majority  of  its  Directors  shall  vote  to  be  expe- 
dient and  for  the  advantage  of  said  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. And  at  the  expiration  of  said  term  of  ninety-nine  years,  or 
other  sooner  termination  of  these  presents,  the  amount  of  such  re- 
served fund,  then  remaining  undisposed  of,  and  belonging  to  said  party, 
of  the  first  part,  shall  be  paid  to  it. 

Fifth, — The  said  party,  hereto  of  the  second  part,  shall  have  and  ex- 
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ercise  the  whole  and  exclusive  possession,  control,  management  and 
direction  of  the  Rail-road  and  premises  hereby  demised  ;  and  the  ir- 
revocable right  and  authority  to  use  the  name  of  the  party,  hereto  of 
the  first  part,  in  all  suits  and  proceedings  in  law  and  in  equity,  and  in 
all  cases  in  which  it  may  be  needful,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering 
rents,  tolls  and  income  or  compensation  for  any  damage  that  may  be 
done  to  any  of  the  said  demised  premises,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing, holding,  or  quietly  enjoying  the  property  and  rights  hereby  granted 
and  demised,  or  for  any  other  purpose  consistent  with  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  instrument. 

Sixth, — If  any  disagreement  or  difference  of  opinion  shall  arise  be- 
tween the  parties  hereto,  on  any  subject  touching  the  premises,  or  con» 
cerning  any  matter  or  thing  herein  contained,  the  same  shall  be  settled 
and  determined  by  the  award  or  decision,  in  writing,  of  three  arbitra- 
Irators,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed,  in  writing,  by  each  of  the 
parties  hereto,  and  the  third  by  the  two  persons  so  appointed  by  the 
said  parties,  and  if  either  of  the  parties  hereto  shall  not  appoint  an  ar- 
bitrator and  notify  the  other  party  in  writing,  of  such  appointment, 
within  thirty  days  next  after  being  requested  in  writing  by  the  other 
party  to  make  such  appointment,  the  latter  party  may,  in  that  case,  in 
Waiting,  appoint  two  of  such  arbitrators,  who  shall,  in  writing,  appoint 
a  third  arbitrator,  and  the  arbitrators  appointed  in  either  of  said  modes, 
shall  notify  each  of  the  parties  hereto,  of  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where  they  may  be  heard  by  said  arbitrators,  on  the  subject  of 
such  disagreement  or  difference :  and  in  default  of  the  appearance  of 
either  party  after  due  notice  as  aforesaid,  the  said  arbitrators  may  pro- 
ceed exparte,  and  any  award  or  decision  made  by  said  arbitrators,  or 
by  any  majority  of  them,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  the  parties, 
and  may  be  given  in  evidence,  or  pleaded  in  bar,  in  any  proceedings 
in  law  or  in  equity,  concerning  the  subject  so  submitted. 

Seventh, — The  said  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  for  itself,  its  suc- 
cessors and  representatives,  covenants  and  agrees  with  the  said  party, 
hereto  of  the  second  part,  its  successors  and  assigns,  that  the  said  party, 
hereto  of  the  second  part,  its  successors  and  assigns  performing  and 
observing  the  covenants  and  agreements  herein  contained,  on  its  and 
their  part  to  be  kept  and  performed,  shall  and  may  peacefully  hold  and 
enjoy  the  said  demised  premises,  during  the  term  aforesaid,  without 
hindrance  or  interruption  by  said  party,  hereto  of  the  first  part,  or  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  under  it. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  "  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire," 
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hath  caused  this  instrument  and  one  other  of  like  tenor  and  date,  to 
be  sealed  with  its  common  seal,  signed  by  Ichabod  Goodwin,  its  Presi- 
dent, and  countersigned  by  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  its  Treasurer.  And 
the  said  "  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  "  hath  caused  the  same  instru- 
ments to  be  sealed  with  its  common  seal,  to  be  signed  by  George  Pea- 
body,  its  President,  and  countersigned  by  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  its 
Treasurer,  the  day  and  year  first  before  written. 

Signed, 

ICHABOD  GOODWIN, 

President  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road,  in  New  Hampshire. 

Countersigned, 

B.  T.  REED,  Treasurer. 

Signed, 

GEORGE  PEABODY, 

President  Eastern  Ruil-road  Company. 


Countersigned, 


B.  T.   REED,  Treasurer. 


Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us, 

SAMUEL  HALE, 

W.  S.  TUCKERMAN, 

W.  B.  FOSDICK, 

W.  H.  Y.  HACKETT. 

Whereas,  an  indenture  of  two  parts,  bearing  date  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1S40,  proposed  to  be  made  and  executed,  by  and  between  the 
Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  East- 
ern Rail-road  Company  of  the  second  part,  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
and  demising  to  the  last  named  Corporation  the  Rail-road  of  the 
first  named  Corporation,  and  for  -the  other  purposes  therein  named, 
has  been  read  and  carefully  examined,  and  considered  at  the  meeting; 
now  it  is  voted,  unanimously,  that  Ichabod  Goodwin,  Esq.,  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Corporation,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  in- 
structed, in  the  name  and  behalf  thereof,  to  sign,  seal  with  its  common 
seal,  execute,  deliver  and  acknowledge  the  said  indenture  as  the  free 
act  and  deed  of  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
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that  Benjamin  T.  Reed,  Esq.,  the  Treasurer  thereof,  countersign  the 
same. 

Signed, 

DANIEL  P.  DROWN, 

Clerk  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire. 

Whereas,  an  indenture  of  two  parts,  bearing  date  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1840,  proposed  to  be  made  and  executed  by  and  between  the 
Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Eastern 
Rail-road  Company,  of  the  second  part,  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
and  demising  to  the  last  named  Corporation  the  Rail-road  of  the  first 
named  Corporation,  and  for  the  other  purposes  therein  named,  has 
been  read  and  carefully  examined,  and  considered  at  the  meeting ; 
now  it  is  voted,  unanimously,  that  George  Peabody,  Esq.,  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Corporation  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  in- 
structed, in  the  name  and  behalf  thereof,  to  sign,  seal  with  its  common 
seal,  execute,  deliver,  and  acknowledge  the  said  indenture  as  the  free 
act  and  deed  of  the  said  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  and  that  Benja- 
min T.  Reed,  Esq.,  the  Treasurer  thereof,  countersign  the  same. 

Signed, 

WM.  H.  FOSTER, 

Clerk  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company. 

The  dividends  shall  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the  capital  stock 
respectively  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  of  each  Road,  by  assessments 
at  the  time  of  such  dividends.  The  amount  extinguished  by  the  sink- 
ing fund,  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  and  to  the  Eastern 
Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  in  proportion  to  the  capital  respec- 
tively paid  in  by  the  stockholders,  by  assessments,  and  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  lease  shall  be  so  distributed. 


Signed, 
Signed, 


GEORGE  PEABODY,  President. 
ICHABOD  GOODWIN,  President. 
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February  28,  1840. 
Suffolk,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  the  within  named  George  Peabody,  President, 
and  acknowledged  this  instrument  to  be  the  free  act  and  deed  of  the 
Eastern  Rail-road  Company. 

Before  me, 

Signed,         JOHN  L.  DIMMOCK, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


March  13,  1840. 

Rockingham,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  the  within  named  Ichabod  Goodwin,  President, 
and  acknowledged  this  instrument  to  be  the  free  act  and  deed  of  the 
Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire. 

Signed, 

W.  H.  Y.  HACKETT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FIFTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


or   THE 


LOWELL    AND     NASHUA 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation 
hereby  submit  their  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  thek  acts  of  incorporation,  for  the 
year  ending  November  20,  1840. 

The  total  amount  of  capital   stock  paid  in, 

November  20,  1839,  was  2,990  shares,  or  .  .        $299,000  00 

Sold  since,  .310  shares,  or  .  .  .  51,000  00 


Total  amount  paid  in,  Nov.  20,  1840, 

The  amount  expended  for  construction  of  Road,  and 
actually  paid,  up  to  November  20,  1839,  was 
Since  that  date,  the  following  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended and  paid  for  the  same  purpose 
For  land,  damages,  and  fencing, 
"    superstructure,  iron,  &,c, 
"    depots  and  fixtures, 
"     engines  and  cars, 
.  "    expenses, 


$350,000  00 


$353,662  14 


$7,817  95 

1,284  52 

1,449  69 

4,451  57 

37  50 


Amount  expended  for  year  ending  Nov.  20,  1840, 


15,041  63 


Total  cost  of  Road,  as  paid  to  Nov.  20,  1840,       $368,703  77 
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There  is  also  a  considerable  sum  due  for  land,&,c., 
which  is  not  yet  paid,  and  which  will  increase  the 
cost  of  the  road  proportionately. 

The   earnings  of  the  Road   for  the  year  ending 
Nov.  20,  1840,  collected  and  due,  are  as  follows : 
From  passengers,      .  .  .  $35,793  95 

"     freight,  .  .  .  46,549  25 

"     miscellaneous,  .  .  295  56 


Total  income  for  year,  .  .  .  $82,638  76 

The  expenses  of  the  Road  during  the  same  period, 
paid  and  unpaid,  are  as  follows : 
For  repairs  of  Road  in  Massachusetts,    .  $1,768  62 

*  "      "  New  Hampshire,  1,673  34 

*  engines  and  cars,  .  4,736  92 
Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  17,724  78 
Charlestown  Wharf  Company,  .  1,342  54 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  .  818  66 
Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  and  expenses,            .           24,463  03 


Total  expenses  for  year,  .  .  .  52,532  89 

Total  estimated  profits  per  year,  .  .         $30,105  87 

From   this   amount,   the   following  dividends   have 
been  declared  during  the  year  : 

May  27,  1840,  3J  per  cent,  on  3,500  shares,  $12,250  00 
Nov.  25,  1840,  4     "      "      "      "        "  14,000  00 

$26,250  00 


Leaving  a  balance,  including  bad  debts,  &c,  to  be 
carried  to  general  depreciation  and  contingency 
account,  of  ....  $3,955  87 


The  contract  mentioned  in  our  last  annual  report,  as  having  been 
made  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  our  freight  over  a  part  of  their  road  is  still  in  force.  In 
pursuance  of  that  contract,  we  have  paid  to  said  Corporation  for  said 
services,  for  the  year  ending  Nov  19,  1840,  the  sum  of  $17,724  78. 
As  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  furnish  cars  and 
attendants,  and  guarantee  the  Boston   and  Lowell   Rail-road  Corpora- 
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tion  against  liability  for  damages,  which  may  happen,  as  per  contract, 
the  latter  merely  furnishing  motive  power  between  Lowell  and  Charles- 
town,  24  miles,  by  attaching  our  cars  to  their  trains,  the  price  paid  to 
them,  for  such  service,  is  deemed  unreasonable,  and  deserving  of 
legislative  examination.  We  have  economized  the  expenses  of  our 
Road,  that  the  price  of  fare  and  freight  might  be  reduced,  thus  benefit- 
ing the  public  to  that  extent,  and  it  is  desirable  to  make  a  farther 
reduction.  But  in  order  to  do  this,  or  even  to  afford  us  a  reasonable 
remuneration,  without  any  reduction  of  prices,  the  compensation  paid 
by  us  to  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  must  be  very 
greatly  reduced. 

A  contract  was  also  made  with  said  Corporation,  February  12,  1840, 
to  take  effect  March  2,  1840,  by  which  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail, 
road  Corporation  agreed  to  furnish  cars  and  attendants  to  run  over  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  between  Boston  and  Lowell  sufficient  for 
the  transportation  of  all  our  passengers  over  their  Road,  the  latter 
merely  furnishing  motive  power  between  Lowell  and  Boston,  our  cars 
being  attached  to  their  passenger  train.  For  this  service  the  Nashua 
and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  were  to  pay  87J  cents  for  each  pas- 
senger from  Nashua  to  Boston,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  way 
passengers,  and  to  be  responsible  for  all  accidents  which  might  occur 
to  persons  or  property,  as  per  contract,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
appended.  Under  this  contract,  for  the  nine  months  ending  November 
30,  1840,  there  has  been  transported  in  our  cars,  over  the  Boston 
and  Lowell  Rail-road,  26,631  passengers,  besides  1,4 14 J  way  passen- 
gers. From  these  there  has  been  received  the  sum  of  $27,575  07, 
out  of  which  there  has  been  paid  to  said  Corporation  under  said  con- 
tract $24,128  20, — a  sum  in  our  opinion  much  too  large  and  dispro- 
portionate, and  equally  deserving  of  legislative  examination  and  cor- 
rection. Especially  is  this  the  case,  when  we  consider  the  vast  increase 
of  travel  and  freight  which  has  passed  and  still  passes  over  their  Road 
since,  and  in  consequence  of,  the  opening  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell 
Railroad.  This  contract  was  made  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
our  passengers,  and  the  terms  were  the  best  which  could  be  obtained. 

The  contracts  with  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company, 
and  the  Charlestown  Wharf  Company,  are  still  in  force.  Under  the 
former,  there  has  been  paid  the  sum  of  $818  66,  and  under  the  latter, 
the  sum  of  $1,342  54. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  May  last,  the  Corporation  voted  to  increase 
the  Capital  stock   $30,000,  by  the  sale  of  300   additional   shares.     In 
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pursuance  of  this  vote,  the  Directors  proceeded  to  sell  the  same  at 
public  auction,  December  16,  1840,  making  the  amount  of  capital 
stock  paid  in  at  this  date  3,800  shares,  or  $380,000. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

HENRY  UPHAM, 
C.  H.  ATHERTON, 
JESSE  BOWERS, 
HENRY  TIMMINS. 

Directors. 


State  of  New  Hampshire. 

January  7,  1841. 
Hillsborough,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  Jesse  Bowers  and  Charles  H.  Athertoi?, 
and  made  solemn  oath,  that  the  above  Report  by  them  subscribed,  is 
in  their  belief  true. 

Before  me, 

CHARLES  J.  FOX, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

January  22,  1841. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  Henry  Upham  and  Henry  Timmins,  and 
made  solemn  oath  that  the  above  report  by  them  subscribed,  is  in  their 
belief  true. 

Before  me, 

JAMES  K.  MILLS. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


(Copy.) 

By  this  contract  made  and  concluded  this  twelfth  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  by  and  between  the  Nashua  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  by  Onslow  Stearns  their  Agent  hereto, 
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duly  authorized  of  the  one  part;  and  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation,  by  Charles  S.  Storrow,  their  [Agent]  hereto  duly  author- 
ized, of  the  other  part,  it  is  mutually  agreed  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  will  furnish 
suitable  cars  to  run  between  Nashua  and  Boston  for  the  conveyance  of 
all  passengers  who  wish  to  pass  over  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road, 
or  some  part  thereof,  in  connexion  with  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road, or  some  part  thereof,  and  will  also  furnish  such  attendants  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  security  of  said  passengers  and  their 
baggage. 

And  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  in  consideration 
of  the  premises,  hereby  engage  on  their  part,  to  deduct  from  the  usual 
fare  of  one  dollar  per  passenger,  the  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
for  the  whole  distance  between  Lowell  and  Boston,  and  a  proportion- 
ate deduction  for  any  part  of  the  distance,  which  deduction  is  to  be 
retained  by  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  as  a  com- 
pensation to  them  for  the  use  of  their  cars  and  attendants,  and  for  the 
risks  assumed  by  them  as  below  stated, — the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corporation  finding  for  the  accommodation  of  such  cars  and  pas- 
sengers the  same  Depot-room  accommodations  they  do  for  their  own 
cars  and  passengers. 

And  it  is  mutually  understood  and  agreed,  that  the  said  Nashua  and 
Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  are  to  take  no  passengers  in  their  cars 
to  be  transported  over  any  part  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road, 
v.  ithout  the  consent  of  the  Agent  of  the  latter  road,  except  such  as 
shall  have  first  come  to  Lowell  in  said  cars  over  some  part  of  said 
Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road,  or  such  as  shall  proceed  from  Lowell  in 
said  cars  towards  Nashua  in  the  same  train. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  ;  greed,  thai  said  cars  are  to  be  attached 
to  the  regular  passenger  trains  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road 
Corporation,  and  that  each  party  will  take  upon  themselves  all  risk  of 
accident  or  damage  to  their  respective  cars,  or  to  persons  or  baggage 
conveyed  in  them  over  any  part  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road, 
whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  such  accidents  or  damage,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  such  party  owned  the  whole  road  and  train,  and  will  make 
no  claim  upon  the  other  party  on  account  thereof,  but  on  the  contrary, 
will  indemnify  the  other  party  from  all  responsibility  for  such  accident 
or  damage. 

And  it  is  further  mutually  agreed,  that  in  case  of  a  future  applica- 
tion to  the  Legislature,  or   any  tribunal  established  for  the  purpose, 
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this  contract  is  to  be  used  by  neither  party  as  having  any  bearing  on 
the  terms  to  be  established  under  such  application. 

This  contract  is  to  go  into  operation  on  the  second  day  of  March 
next,  and  to  continue  in  force  for  the  period  of  one  year,  and  unti 
altered  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  parties,  or  by  or  under  the  au 
thority  of  the  Legislature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Agents  of  the  parties  have  hereto  set 
their  hands  the  day  and  year  first  mentioned. 

(Signed,) 

CHARLES  S.  STORROW, 

Agent  of  the  B.  and  L.  R.  R.  Corporation. 


Witness, 

Eliphalet  Hills. 


ONSLOW  STEARNS, 

Superintendent  of  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corporation,  holden  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1841,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  the  accounts  and  expenditures  of  said  Corporation,  and 
for  deciding  what  sums  of  expenditure  made  by  said  Corporation,  are 
applicable  to  that  part  of  said  Road,  lying  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
also  what  part  is  chargeable  to  that  part  of  said  Road  lying  in  Massa- 
chusetts, said  accounts  were  examined  and  apportioned  as  follows: 

The  whole  length  of  said  Road  is  14J  miles,  109^  feet,  or  75,389^ 
feet,  of  which  47,2762,  feet  lie  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
28,113  feet  within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

There  has  been  expended  by  said  Corporation,  in  the  engineer 
department,  and  charged  to  that  account,  the  sum  of  $10,415  09,  of 
which  sum  we  apportion  to  that  part  of  the  Road  lying  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  sum  of  $3,883  85,  and  to  that  part  of  the  Road 
lying  in  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of  $6,531  24.  There  has  been  paid 
for  land  and  land  damages,  the  sum  of  $69,482  04,  of  which  sum  we 
apportion  to  New  Hampshire,  $34,322  59,  and  to  Massachusetts, 
$35,159  45.  There  has  been  expended  for  fencing,  the  sum  of 
$3,834  45,  of  which  sum  we  apportion  to  New  Hampshire,  $1,429  89. 
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and  to  Massachusetts,  $2,404  56.  There  has  been  expended  for 
grading  said  Road,  the  sum  of  $82,767  16,  of  which  sum  we  apportion 
to  New  Hampshire  $30,768  67,  and  to  Massachusetts,  $51,978  49. 
There  has  been  expended  for  lumber  the  sum  of  $3,599  52,  of  which 
sum  we  apportion  to  New  Hampshire,  $1,346  61,  and  to  Massachu- 
setts, $2,252  91.  There  has  been  paid  and  charged  to  the  account  of 
superstructure,  including  sleepers  and  plank,  laying  rails,  &c,  the 
sum  of  $30,175  45,  of  which  sum  we  apportion  to  New  Hampshire, 
$11,252  60,  and  to  Massachusetts,  $18,922  85.  There  has  been 
expended  and  charged  to  the  iron  account,  the  sum  of  $92,431  01,  of 
which  sum  we  apportion  to  New  Hampshire  $34,468  07,  and  to 
Massachusetts,  $57,962  94.  There  has  been  expended  for  depots, 
the  sum  of  $20,871  62,  of  which  sum  we  apportion  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, $16,952  67,  and  to  Massachusetts,  $3,918  95.  There  has 
been  paid  for  engines  and  cars,  the  sum  of  $46,641  50,  of  which  we 
apportion  to  New  Hampshire,  $17,392  89,  and  to  Massachusetts, 
$29,248  61.  There  has  also  been  expended  for  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses the  sum  of  $8,485  93,  of  which  we  apportion  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, $3,163  13,  and  to  Massachusetts,  $5,322  80. 

The  above  sums  are  the  amounts  actually  paid  by  said  Corporation, 
for  the  several  accounts  above  specified,  up  to  November  20,  1840. 
The  total  cost  of  said  Road,  so  far  as  paid  up  to  said  date,  is 
$368,703  77,  of  which  sum  we  have  apportioned  as  above,  to  that 
part  of  the  Road,  lying  within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  the  sum 
of  $155,000  97,  and  to  that  part  of  the  Road  lying  within  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  the  sum  of  $213,702  80. 

WILLIAM  AMORY, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

CHARLES  J.  FOX, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  Commissioners  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road, 
have  examined  the  statement  of  accounts  contained  in  the  foregoing 
Report,  and  do  approve  of  the  same. 

WILLIAM  AMORY, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts , 

CHARLES  J.  FOX 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

NEW  BEDFORD  AND  TAUNTON 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and   House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
momccalth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Neic  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion do  hereby  make  their  Second  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and 
doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation, 
to  the  31st  December,  1840. 

The  amount  received  for  assessments 

on  2,979  shares,  is  .  .  $297,900 

Received  for   $50,000   Scrip  of  the 

State  pledged  for  a  Loan,  .  48,000 

Received  for  £50,000   Scrip  of  the 

State  pledged  for  a  Loan,  .  50,000 


$395,900 


Expenditures. 

Paid  for  preliminary  surveys,  .  3,678  62 

engineering,  including  instruments,        15,296  18 
land  damages  and  fencing,      .  60,579  84 

graduation  and  masonry,  123,829  42 
cleaving  and  grubbing,        9,8  53 
bridging,  .  4,920  23 

loose  rock,  ,  2,500 


141,052  65 

lumber  and  preparing  same,  18,366  36 

transporting  lumber  and  iron  for  the 
Road,  .  .  .  8,468  13 
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Paid  for  Rail-road  iron,  (rails, 

spikes,  &c.,)         .      100,231  43 
"      cast  iron  chairs,        .  4,420  12 

104,651  55 

"      laying  rails,  .  .  16,800 

"      depot  and  fixtures,    .  .  11,419  76 

"      miscellaneous  expenses,   including 

balance  of  interest,  .  7,269  74 


■$387,582  83 


(The  above  is  the  cost  of  the  Road  to  31st  December,  1840.) 
Amount  paid  for  20-31  parts  of  engines  and  cars,  $24,605  29. 
The  Road  was  opened  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  mer- 
chandize on   the  2nd  July,  1840,  from  which  time  to    31st  Decem- 
ber, 1840, 

The  amount  received  for  transportation  of  passen- 
gers, is       .....  $23,250  74 

The  amount  received  for  transportation  of  merchand- 
ize, is,       ....  .  .  2,686  99 

The    amount   received    for   transportation  of  United 

States  Mail,  is  .  .  .  .  499  80 


Total  amount  of  receipts,  $26,437  53 

The  expenditures  for  same  time,  are 
Repairs  on  the  Road,             .             .  2,565  09 
"         "  engines  and  cars,             .  1,318  53 
Interest  on  $98,000  from  1st  July  to  31st  Dec.  2,750 
Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages  and  other   miscella- 
neous expenses,     .             .             .  6,392  56 


$13,026  18 


The  first  dividend  was  declared  January  4th,  1841,   payable  on  the 
12th  inst.,  of  3  per  cent,  on  $297,900,  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in. 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 
ALFRED  GIBBS, 
THOS.  MANDELL, 
DAVID  R.  GREENE, 
PARDON  G.  SEABURY, 
WM.  W.  SWAIN, 
WM.  A.  CROCKER. 
New  Bedford,  January  lltk,  1841. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  agreement  made  with  the  Taunton 
Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  (contained  in  their  Annual  Report  of 
last  year,)  to  own  and  run  cars  and  engines,  &.c,  in  connexion,  the 
expense  to  be  borne  by  each  Corporation  according  to  the  length  of 
their  respective  Roads,  went  into  operation  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last. 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL 

President  of  the  N.  B.  and  T.  R.  R.  Cor. 


January  Mth,  1841. 
Bristol,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  Joseph  Grinnell,  Thomas  Mandell,  Al- 
fred Gibbs,  Pardon  G.  Seabury,  and  David  R.  Greene,  and  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement  by  them  severally  subscribed. 

Before  me, 

NATH'L.  S.  SPOONER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


January  13th,  1841. 
Suffolk,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  William  W.  Swain,  and 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement  by  him  subscribed. 

Before  me, 

C.  H.  WARREN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


NORWICH   AND    WORCESTER 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth   of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation, 
in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
present  their  Fifth  Annual  Report,  as  follows : 

Since  their  last  annual  report,  the  Company  have  performed  a  large 
amount  of  labor  in  the  arrangement  for  the  business  of  the  Road  at 
Norwich.  The  Road-bed,  between  the  upper  and  lower  depot,  has  been 
formed  by  blasting  from  the  solid  rock.  Extensive  and  permanent 
wharves  have  been  formed.  A  depot  building  of  brick  has  been  con- 
structed, 60  by  200  feet,  of  two  stories,  conveniently  situated  on 
the  Steam-boat  wharf. 

The  depot  buildings  at  Worcester,  are  built  in  connexion  with  the 
Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Company,  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
Rail-roads,  and  have  been  found  during  the  past  season,  exceedingly 
convenient  to  the  two  Corporations  and  the  Public. 

The  buildings  at  ten  way  depots  have  been  finished.  In  the  town  of 
Auburn,  the  place  has  not  yet  been  selected  for  a  depot,  but  a  selec- 
tion will  soon  be  made  from  the  several  places  proposed. 

A  thorough  system  of  drainage  has  been  adopted  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  the  Road-bed  has  been  kept  in  perfect  order. 

The  advantages  anticipated  in  former  reports,  from  the  connexion 
with  other  Rail-roads,  and  with  lines  of  steam-boats,  have  been,  during 
the  past  season,  more  than  realized. 
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As  a  route  between  Boston  and  New  York,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season,  the  arrangements  were  necessarily  incomplete,  arising  from  the 
unfinished  portion  of  the  Road  at  Norwich,  and  other  obvious  causes : 
yet  the  favor  shown  by  the  public  to  the  route  has  been  highly  gratify- 
ing; During  the  whole  season,  from  March  to  December,  the  steam- 
boats on  the  line  did  not  lose  a  single  trip. 

By  the  present  arrangement,  the  cars  on  the  steam-boat  train,  pro- 
ceed unchanged  from  Boston  to  the  Steam-boat  wharf  at  Norwich,  and 
the  baggage  of  passengers  is  placed  in  crates,  which  remain  unopened 
between  Boston  and  New  York. 

The  steam-boats  connected  with  the  line,  will  be  a  new  boat  of  640 
tons  burthen,  built  for  the  route,  to  be  called  the  "  Worcester,"  and 
on  the  opposite  days,  the  H  Charter  Oak,"  or  "  New  York." 

The  connexion  with  the  great  Western  Rail-road,  at  Worcester,  has 
been  found  mutually  advantageous,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  Road 
to  Albany,  the  advantages  to  both  Roads  will  be  very  greatly  increased. 

Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  placing  one  or  two  freight- 
boats  on  the  line,  the  ensuing  Spring,  to  run  regularly  between  Nor- 
wich and  New  York,  transporting  goods  at  fixed  and  moderate  rates. 
It  is  believed  to  be  the  interest  of  the  two  principal  lines  between  Bos- 
ton and  New  York,  to  make  a  moderate  reduction  of  the  rates  of 
freight,  previously  existing;  and  by  great  punctuality  and  despatch  to 
obtain  a  considerably  increased  amount  of  the  freighting  business, 
between  the  two  cities. 

A  steam-boat  will  also  be  placed  on  the  line  to  run  between  Nor- 
wich and  New  Haven,  also  to  Sag  Harbor  on  Long  Island,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  regular  trains  on  the  Rail-road. 

The  Company,  although  authorized  by  their  charter  to  own  steam- 
boats, have  abstained  entirely  from  taking  any  interest  whatever  in  any 
steam-boat. 

Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  procuring  a  survey  of  a  route  for 
a  Rail-road,  from  Norwich  to  Lyme,  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut 
River,  a  distance  of  about  twenty  miles,  and  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
respectability  and  energy  are  embarked  in  the  undei taking. 

For  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Company, 
the  Directors  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appended  to 
this  report,  and  made  a  part  of  the  same. 

A  large  amount  of  land  on  hand,  not  required  for  the  use  of  the 
Road,  and  the  amount  to  be  received  on  the  settlement  of  some  claims 
due  to  the  company,  will  considerably  reduce  this  amount. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  business  of  the  Road  to   1st  of 
January,  1S41. 


1810. 

Passengers. 

Freight. 

Monthly  rec'ts 

Total. 

January, 

) 

February,    .     . 

V  $5,541  26 

March,    .     .    . 

s 

April,      .    . 

$8,570  55 

$2,779  11 

11,349  66 

May,   .    .    . 

9,401  66 

2.747  32 

12.148  98 

June,  .     .    . 

9,769  57 

2,992  13 

12,761  70 

July,   .     .     . 

9,278  78 

2.382  68 

11,661  46 

August,  .     .     . 

11,647  36 

3,157  60 

14,804  96 

September, 

11,551  68 

3,371  15 

14,922  83 

October, 

9,007  32 

3,329  06 

12,a36  38 

November,  . 

5,566  09 

3,526  40 

9,092  49 

December,  . 

4,106  34 

3,947  00 

8,053  34 

$112,673  06 

Rents,  n 

iai 

,a 

nd 

express  rec 

eipts,  .    . 

3,844  25 

$116,517  31 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditures, 
from  31st  December,  1839,  to  31st  December,  1840  : 
Expenses  from  31st  Dec,  1839,  to  31st  July,  1840, 
"  July,  1840,  to  31st  Dec,  1840, 
Miscellaneous  expenses,     .... 


$25,396  23 
24,107  37 
3,000 

$52,503  60 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL, 
J.  G.  W.  TRUMBULL, 
JNO.  BREUD, 
RALPH  BOLLES, 
JEDEDIAH  HUNTINGTON, 
RUSSELL  HUBBARD, 
CHARLES  COIT, 
C.  W.  ROCKWELL, 

W.  A.  BUCKINGHAM, 

Directors. 

Approved,  CHAS.  HUDSON, 

Commissioner  for  State  of  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  D.  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  State  of  Connecticut. 

Dated,  Norwich,  Jan.  30,  1841. 
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State  of  Connecticut. 

Norwich,  Jan.  30,  1841. 
County  of  New  London,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  John  A.  Rockwell,  Jonathan  G.  W.  Trumbull, 
John  Breed,  Ralph  Bolles,  Jedediah  Huntington,  Russell  Hubbard, 
Charles  Coit,  C.  W.  Rockwell,  and  William  A.  Buckingham,  and 
made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  is  true,  according  to  their  best 
knowledge  and  belief. 


Before  me, 


JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company  at  Norwich,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  on  the 
28th  day  of  January,  1841,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  ac- 
counts and  expenditures  of  said  Company,  and  for  deciding  what  sums 
of  expenditure  made  by  said  Company  are  applicable  to  that  part  of 
said  Road,  lying  in  Connecticut,  and  also  what  part  is  chargeable  to 
that  part  of  said  Road,  lying  in  Massachusetts;  and  having  examined 
the  accounts  of  said  Company,  we  find  that  since  the  last  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  said  Company,  there  has  been  expended  by  said 
Company,  up  to  the  31st  December,  1840, — in  the  car- 
riage department,  the  sum  of 


For  salaries, 
"    contingent  expenses, 
"    office  expenses, 
"    interest, 


89,986  37 

5,200 
22,128  49 

1,324  37 
35,257  33 

$153,896  56 


One  third  of  which  sum  we  have  set  to  the  State  of 

Massachusetts,  being         ....  51,298  86 

And  two  thirds  of  said  sum  we  have  set  to  the  State  of 

Connecticut,  being  ....  102,597  70 

There  has  been   expended   in  Connecticut,  for  gradua- 
tion since  the  last  settlement,  the  sum  of  .  19,369  24 

7 
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For  masonry,             .....  14,881   18 

»     bridges,               .....  9,357  10 

"    floodgates,         .....  905  25 

"    land  and  damages  to  land,          .             .             .  10,777  80 

"    Rail-road  foundations,                 .             .             .  9,562  50 

"    Rail-road  timber,            ....  22,521  92 

"    laying  rails, 2,362  60 

"    depot  buildings,              ....  48,822  09 

"    wharves,             .....  7,526  30 

"    ditching,            .....  1,336  62 

8153,422  60 

There   has  been  expended  in  Massachusetts  during  the 

said  time,  for  graduation,                 .             .             .  6,152  01 

For  masonry,               .....  5,742  42 

"    bridges,                .....  2,904  55 

"    land  and  damages  to  land,            .             .             .  16,746  22 

"    Rail-road  foundations,     ....  4,987  33J 

"    Rail-road  timber,             ....  4,297  92 

"    laying  rails,         .....  1,972  37 

"    depot  buildings,               ....  12,796  09 

"    ditching,              .....  1,127  45 

$56,726  36J 

Amount  expended  in  Connecticut  up  to  December  31, 

1839,  as  per  last  report,       ....  949,338  39J 

To  which  add  expenditure  to  December  31,  1840,  as 

above,          .....  292,864  63 


Total  in  Connecticut,  .  .  $1,242,203  02 J 

Amount  expended  in  Massachusetts, 
to  December,  1839,  as  per  last  re- 
port, ...  .         .        411,188  87f 

To  which  add  expenditure  of  1840, 

as  above,      .  .  .         .        124,079  95J 

Total  expenditure  in  Massachusetts,  .  8535,268  83J 

Total  amount  of  whole  Road,         .  81,777,47186 


Said  Commissioners  also  find,  upon  examination  of  the  books  of  said 
Company,  that  said  Corporation  have  kept  distinct  and  separate  ao 
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counts  of  the  expenditures  in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  respec- 
tively, agreeably  to  the  acts  of  said  States,  creating  the  present  Nor- 
wich and  Worcester  Rail-road  Company.  And  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  on  said  Road,  the  Corporation  not  being  re- 
quired by  their  charter  to  keep  separate  accounts  of  the  business  done 
in  the  two  States  respectively,  and  such  separate  accounts  being  from 
the  nature  of  the  case  impracticable,  and  no  rule  being  given  for  a 
division  of  said  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  Commissioners,  on  a  full 
view  of  the  subject,  have  adopted  the  length  of  the  Road  in  the  two 
States  respectively,  as  the  basis  of  the  apportionment,  and  consequent- 
ly, we  set  two-thirds  to  Connecticut,  and  one-third  to  Massachusetts. 
We  find  that  the  receipts  of  the  Corporation  for  the  transportation  of 
persons  and  merchandize  up  to  December  31,  1840,  as 

shown  by  the  treasurer's  books,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $81,778  54 
And  the  expenditures  of  the  Corporation  up  to  the  same 

period,  amount  to  the  sum  of  44,172  98 

Leaving  a  net  profit  of  ...       $37,605  56 


Of  which  we  set  to  Connecticut,  .  .  .  25,070  37 

"  "     Massachusetts,         .  .  .  12,535   19 


$37,605  56 


We  also  find,  from  examining  the  books  of  the  superin- 
tendent regularly  kept,  that  the  earnings  of  the  Road 
from  the  31st  December,  1839,  to  December  31,  1840, 
are  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  passengers  from  April  1,     .  .  .  .        78,899  35 

"    merchandize  from  April  1,  .  .  28,232  45 

Received  prior  to  April  1,  and  mail  rents,  &c,  .  9,385  51 

$116,517  31 


And  that  the  expenditures  on  said  Road  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, amount  to  ...  .  $52,503  60 


JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
CHARLES  HUDSON, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
Norwich y  January  23,  1841. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


TAUNTON     BRANCH 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commomeealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  do 
hereby  make  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures. 

Since  their  last  annual  report,  the  contract  between  this  Corporation 
and  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation,  which  was 
made  part  of  such  report,  has  gone  into  operation,  and  the  expenses  of 
transporting  passengers  and  goods  over  the  two  Rail-roads,  are  now 
apportioned  to  the  two  Corporations,  in  proportion  to  the  lengths  of 
their  respective  Rail-roads.  The  cars  and  engines  are  also  owned  in 
common  by  the  two  Corporations  in  the  same  proportion. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .  .        8250,000  00 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1840,  have  been  as  follows : 

For  repairs  of  the  Rail-road,  .  .  .  §2,609   15 

"  "       "  engines  and  cars,  .  .  .  1,714  43 

Amount   paid    to   the  Boston   and   Providence  Rail- 
road  Corporation  for  their   proportion  of   the  re- 
ceipts,        ......  23,187  99 

Amount  actually  paid  for  new  passenger  and  merchan- 
dize cars,  ......  4,572  67 

Miscellaneous  expenses,         ....  12,587  55 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  .  .         844,671  79 
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The  receipts  during  the  year,  ending  November  30, 
1840,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Amount  received  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  $44,900  G2 
Amount  received  for  the  transportation  of  merchandize,  15,930  30 
Amount  received  from  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton 
Rail-road  Corporation,  under  the  contract  above 
referred  to,  and  also  for  their  portion  of  the  expen- 
ditures made  at  the  depot  in  Taunton,  for  their 
accommodation,     .....  12,811  85 

Amount  of  other  miscellaneous  receipts,        .  .  1,834  44 


Total  amount  of  receipts,        .  .  .  $75,477  21 

Two  dividends  of  three  per  cent,  each,  have  been 
made,  payable  on  July  2,  1840,  and  January  1, 
1841,  respectively,  amounting  in  the  aggregate,  to  $15,000  00 

All  which  is  respectively  submitted. 

THOS.  B.  WALES, 
SAMUEL  FROTHINGHAM. 
JNO.  F.  LORING, 
SAMUEL  QUINCY, 
WM.  A.  CROCKER, 

Directors. 
Boston,  Jan.  13,  1841. 


Suffolk,  ss. 


Boston,  January  13,  1841, 


Then  personally  appeared  T.  B.  Wales,  S.  Frothingham,  J.  F.  Lor- 
ing,  Samuel  Quincy,  and  W.  A.  Crocker,  the  above  named  Directors, 
and  made  oath,  that  this  Report  by  them  subscribed  is  true,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


WEST     STOCKBRIDGE 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  3Iassachu- 

setts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation  would 
respectfully  Report, 

That  since  the  last  Annual  Report  of  this  Board  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  this  Corporation  has  remained  very  much  in  the  condition  as 
then  reported. 

The  Act  passed  during  the  last  Session  of  the  Legislature,  for  the 
purpose  of  uniting  this  Corporation  with  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire 
Rail-road  Company  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  not  found  to  afford 
the  facilities  expected  for  such  an  union,  and  nothing  has  been  done 
under  said  Act. 

During  the  past  year,  the  said  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road 
Company  has  by  their  President  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  of  this 
Corporation  the  further  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  and  nine  hundred 
dollars,  which  sum  had  been  previously  expended  by  said  Company  in 
the  erection  of  the  depot,  engine-house,  and  other  necessary  buildings 
and  improvements  of  this  Corporation,  as  appears  from  the  bill  of  items 
presented  by  said  Company. 

The  road  of  this  Corporation  has  been  possessed  and  occupied  for 
the  last  year  by  the  said  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company, 
under  the  lease  heretofore  made  to  said  Company,  and  which  was  spe- 
cified in  the  previous  Reports  of  this  Board.  No  settlement  has  yet 
been  made  upon  said  lease,  nor  has  the  said  Company  yet  made  any 
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report  of  their  proceedings,  receipts  or  expenditures  for  the  past  year. 
For  these  reasons,  this  Board  have  no  receipts  or  expenditures  where- 
of to  report  to  your  Honorable  Body. 

This  Board,  however,  is  satisfied  that  during  the  next  year  the  affairs 
of  this  Corporation  will  be  fairly  and  justly  arranged  with  said  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  Directors  will  hereafter  be  enabled  to  present  their 
acts  and  proceedings  in  a  more  definite  form. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  this  31st  day  of  Dec.  A.  D.  1840. 

ROBBINS  KELLOG,  President. 


January  2d,  1841. 
Berkshire,  ss. 

Then  the  above  named  Robbins  Kellog,  personally  appeared  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  statements,  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  Re- 
port, he  verily  believes  to  be  true. 

MARTIN  HENDRIX, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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FIFTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF   THE 

DIRECTORS    OF   THE   WESTERN    RAIL-ROAD 
CORPORATION 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE,  JANUARY,  1841. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  last  year,  the  road  casiioard  of  Con- 
necticut river,  a  distance  of  about  54J  miles  had  been  opened  to  public 
use  for  about  three  months.  The  passenger  and  merchandise  trains 
have  been  continued  upon  it  daily  to  the  present  time.  When  opened, 
it  was,  however,  in  many  places  in  an  unfinished  state.  The  experience 
of  the  succeeding  unusually  severe  winter,  disclosed  the  necessity  of 
much  additional  work  upon  the  ditches,  water-courses  and  bank  walls. 
This  work  has  been  done  at  convenient  intervals  during  the  last  sum- 
mer. 

When  the  operations  of  the  road  were  commenced,  the  local  neces- 
sities of  the  Corporation,  and  the  wants  of  the  community  upon  the 
line,  were  not  fully  understood.  The  business  of  the  year  has  suggest- 
ed various  additions  to  the  accommodations  upon  the  road,  to  which 
the  Directors  have  given  prompt  attention.  They  have  caused  to  be 
laid  down  additional  turn-out  tracks  at  Spencer,  East  Biookfield  and 
Brimfield ;  have  established  at  Spencer,  a  new  station  for  passengers 
and  merchandise,  with  the  necessary  buildings ;  have  erected  a  Tank 
house  at  Brimfield,  and  they  propose  to  build  a  Freight  house  at  East 
Biookfield  early  in  the  spring.  They  have  also  erected  during  the 
year,  a  dwelling-house  for  the  Agent  at  the  central  station  in  West 
Brookfield,  and  spacious  additional  store-houses  at  Charlton,  West 
Biookfield  and  Palmer.  And  during  the  next  season,  it  is  in  contem- 
plation, to  add  a  new  store-house  at  Springfield,  to  be  located  upon  the 
bank  of  the  river,  with  a  track  to  a  convenient  wharf,  for  the  accom- 
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modation  of  the  river  trade.  Twenty  freight  cars,  10  dirt  cars,  and 
2  commodious  passenger  cars  for  ladies,  have  also  been  added  during 
the  year. 

These  have  all  been,  or  will  be,  additions  to  the  estimated  expense 
of  the  road ;  forming  in  the  aggregate,  no  inconsiderable  amount ;  but 
they  are  deemed  indispensable  to  its  usefulness  and  success. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  Report,  the  accounts  of  the  cost  of  this  East- 
ern Division  of  the  road,  had  not  been  sufficiently  made  up,  to  be 
stated  with  the  precision  required  by  law.  They  are  now,  however, 
in  such  a  condition,  as  to  enable  the  Directors  to  present  the  follow- 
ing as 

A  Statement  of  the  actual  Cost  of  the  Road  Eastward  of  Connecticut 

river. 

Graduation,  including  foundations  for  road 

and  for  superstructure, 901,545  56 

Masonry,  including  foundations,      .     .     .     200,881  60 

Bridges,         "         covering,  painting,  &c,    49,824  19 

1,152  251  35 

Superstructure,  Main  track,  54.57ms- 

Turn-out  and  Depot      do        1.93 

56.50™- 

viz :    Iron   rails  delivered    at    Springfield 

and  Worcester, 317,809  93 

Sills,  sleepers  and  transportation  of  same 
to  and  upon  the  road,  .     .     62,111   18 

Timber  lands  bought  for  do.        2,475  14 

64,586  32 

Splicing   plates    delivered   at   Springfield 

and  Worcester 15,834  02 

Spikes,        17,627  00 

Laying  tracks  and  turn-outs  and  transpor- 
tation (upon  the  line)  of  iron,  spikes  and 
plates, 57,507  31 

Mile  stones,  signs,  and  fence  to  protect 

from  snow, 2,398  51 

475,763  09 

Depot  buildings,    including   repair    shop, 
and   machinery    at    Springfield,    aque- 
8 
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ducts,  furniture  for  station   houses   and 

all  fixtures,        73,500  71 

Engineer    department,    including    instru- 

-  ments,  surveys,  superintending,  &c,  for 
4  years  to  January  1,  1840,     ....  64,518  93 

Engines  and  Cars,  viz  :  8  engines,  7  eight- 
wheeled  and  6  four-wheeled,  first  Class 
Passencrer,  2  second  Class  do.  3  ba$r- 
gage,  70  freight,  10  dirt,  and  4  hand 
Cars, 117,804  18 

Depot    Lands   for    II   stations,   about   20 

acres, 5,543  43 

Land  Damages  and  fencing,  including 
lands  for  changes  of  highways,  expenses 
of  Commissioners  and  Referees,  &c  ,  89,023  11 

3IisceIlaneous  Expenses,  including  sala- 
ries, printing,  stationery,  clerk  hire,  of- 
fice rents,  postages,  collecting  assess- 
ments, expenses  of  Directors,  &,c,  to 
January  1,  1840, 25,251  53 

Interest  to  January  1,  1840,        ....        13,313  57 

L 133,131  64 


82,016,969  90 


Although  the  Revised  Statutes  and  the  Statutes  of  1837,  chap.  226, 
do  not,  in  their  terms,  require  the  subjoined  statistics  of  this  part  of  the 
road,  until  the  whole  road  "  shall  have  been  completed  and  opened  for 
use,"  yet  as  it  may  be  more  satisfactory  to  submit  them  now,  the  Di- 
rectors herewith  present  them. 

The  whole  "  length  of  the  road,"  from  its  junction  with  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  Road  in  Worcester,  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Connecticut 
river,  is 54.57  miles. 

The  length  of  turn-outs  and  depot  tracks  now  laid,  is        1.93      " 

The  "  number  of  planes"  is  ...  53 
Of  which  5  are  level  :  the  inclinations  of  the  others,  in  feet  per  mile, 
are  as  follows,  viz  :  15  from  0  to  10,  11  from  10  to  20,  6  from  20  to 
30,  8  from  30  to  40,  6  from  44  to  50,  1  of  5U  and  1  of  60.  There  are 
22  planes  ascending  west,  and  26  descending  : — The  height  of  the 
track  at  the  summit  in  Charlton,  13  miles  from  Worcester,  is  429.92 
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feet  above  the  junction  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Road  in  Wor- 
cester. And  at  the  Connecticut  river,  it  is  405.92  feet  below  the  same 
place. 

CURVATURE. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  Curves  and  the  length  of 

Radii. 


No.  of  Curves. 

Length  of  Radius  in  feet. 

No.  of  Curves 

Length  of  Radius  in  fret. 

13 

from  11.459  to  5.730 

4 

from  1910  to  1.432 

22 

"       5.730  to  2.865 

1 

of      1.146 

21 

"       2.865  to  1.910 

The  whole  length  of  straight  line  is  35  miles. 

Rails.  The  edge  rail  of  the  T  pattern  is  used,  weighing  56J  lbs. 
to  the  yard,  supported  by  wooden  sleepers,  7  feet  long,  and  7  inches 
through  at  distances  of  3  feet  from  centre  to  centre.  These  sleepers 
rest  on  longitudinal  sills  of  plank  3  inches  thick,  and  8  inches  wide, 
with  a  short  piece  3  feet  long  under  them  at  their  joints,  and  4  addi- 
tional pieces  3  feet  long  under  the  sleepers  at  the  joints  of  the  iron 
rails.  The  greater  part  of  the  road  is  graded  to  a  width  of  20  feet  in 
the  cuts,  and  16  feet  on  the  embankment  for  a  single  track,  and  a  sin- 
gle track  is  laid  down  with  the  necessary  turn-outs  at  way-stations,  and 
extra  tracks  at  the  Worcester  and  Springfield  Depots. 

The  deep  cuts  and  high  embankments  have  been  graded  to  a  width 
of  30  feet  in  the  cuts,  and  26  feet  on  the  embankments  for  a  double 
track.  All  the  masonry  and  bridges  have  been  constructed  of  full 
width  for  a  double  track.  The  Bridges  are  constructed  of  Truss 
frames,  after  the  plan  of  Col.  Long's  patent,  and  they  are  covered  in, 
and  painted,  to  protect  them  from  the  weather. 

When  the  Report  of  1840  was  submitted,  the  whole  line  of  the  road 
westward  of  Connecticut  River,  was  under  construction ;  and  the 
directors  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  grading  and  masonry  of  the 
first  28  miles  of  it  would  be  completed,  and  the  track  laid  upon  at  least 
20  miles,  and  the  same  be  opened  for  use  during  the  year ;  that  the  next 
division  of  13  miles,  through  the  pass  of  the  mountains,  would  be 
finished  in  season   for  laying  the  superstructure  upon  it  in  lo41  ;  that 
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the  division  of  about  10  miles  extending  from  the  summit  in  Washing- 
ton to  Pittsfield,  would,  with  the  exception  of  two  sections,  be  graded 
by  the  first  of  August  last ;  and  that  the  11 J  miles  between  Pittsfield 
and  the  State  line  would  be  finished  and  opened  to  the  public  in  the 
autumn  of  1840.  The  progress  of  this  work  generally,  has  answered 
these  anticipations.  For  about  30  miles  west  of  Springfield,  the  grad- 
ing and  masonry  have  been  completed,  the  bridges  are  constructed,  the 
Depot  buildings  are  principally  erected,  and  the  track  has  been  laid 
upon  24  miles  of  it,  and  this  part  of  the  road  might  have  been  put  in 
operation  as  proposed;  but  the  Directors  upon  full  consideration 
were  of  opinion,  that,  as  this  division  terminated  at  the  entrance  of  the 
mountains  with  little  local  business  to  sustain  it,  it  would  be  most  pru- 
dent to  defer  opening  it  for  use,  till  the  coming  spring,  when  it  is  pro- 
posed to  put  the  cars  upon  it. 

Early  in  the  year,  expectations  were  entertained  of  completing  the 
bridge  across  the  Connecticut  river  during  the  season.  The  state  of 
the  water,  however,  forbade  active  operations  at  an  early  period;  and, 
upon  full  examination,  the  bed  of  the  river  being  found  to  be  underlaid 
with  an  extensive  stratum  of  quicksand,  the  preparations  for  the  foun- 
dations of  the  piers  and  abutments,  proved  much  more  serious  than  wa3 
anticipated.  The  abutments  are,  however,  completed  ;  and  the.  piers 
are  all  raised  above  the  ordinary  water,  leaving  them  entirely  out  of 
danger  from  the  ice  freshets.  The  materials  are  in  preparation  for 
finishing  the  structure,  and  the  undersigned  have  assurance  that  it  may 
be  entirely  completed  and  opened  for  use  in  July  next. 

The  part  of  the  road  west  of  Pittsfield  has  been  finished,  with  the 
exception  of  half  a  mile  of  track  across  the  Richmond  Swamp.  An 
arrangement  had  been  made  with  the  Directors  of  the  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  road,  for  them  to  operate  this  part  of  our  road  in  connexion 
with  theirs,  until  another  portion  of  the  Western  road  should  be  ready 
for  use.  But  they  having  signified  an  intention  not  to  use  either  dur- 
ing the  present  winter,  it  was  deemed  most  prudent  to  let  the  very 
heavy  embankment  across  the  Richmond  Swamp,  settle  and  consoli- 
date, and  to  place  rails  upon  it  as  soon  as  the  frost  will  admit  in  the 
spring. 

It  is  now  the  intention  of  both  parties  to  open  this  Division  of  the 
road  to  the  public  about  the  first  of  April  next. 

The  Division  between  Pittsfield  and  the  summit  has  been  graded, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  sections  before  referred  to  :  and  direc- 
tions have  been  given  to  have  these  ready  for  the  superstructure  by  the 
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first  day  of  May  next.  The  rails  have  been  laid  upon  1 J  miles  of  this 
division,  and  the  undersigned  hope  to  extend  the  running  of  the  cars 
from  the  State  line  to  the  summit,  a  distance  of  about  23J  miles  by  the 
15th  day  of  July  next. 

The  heavy  work,  through  the  mountain  Division,  has  progressed 
very  satisfactorily,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  summit  sections;  if 
there  is  no  extraordinary  interruption  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  this 
Division  may  be  ready  for  operation  by  the  15th  of  July  next,  and 
there  still  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  those  two  sections  may  be 
ready  for  the  rails  by  the  close  of  the  year  1841. 

From  a  review  of  this  hasty  statement,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  of  the 
62.6  miles  of  the  road  west  of  Connecticut  river,  about  53  miles  are 
already  graded;  that  the  rails  are  laid  upon  about  35  miles  of  it ;  that 
about  39J  miles  may  be  opened  to  the  public  early  in  April,  and,  if  the 
works  goes  on  without  serioos  impediment,  12  miles  more  may  be 
opened  in  June,  and  the  residue,  with  the  exception  of  2  miles,  by  the 
loth  of  July. 

Depot  lands  have  been  procured,  and  stations  located,  at  West- 
field,  Chester  Village,  Chester  Factories,  North  Becket,  Hins- 
dale, Pittsfield,  Richmond,  and  at  the  State  line  in  West  Stock- 
bridge.  The  precise  location  of  a  contemplated  station  at  Dalton  has 
been  postponed;  but  it  will  be  fixed  upon  as  soon  as  the  Committee, 
having  the  matter  in  charge,  can  visit  that  place. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Depot  buildings  upon  the  whole  line  are  in 
progress,  and  will  be  in  readiness  as  soon  as  wanted. 

The  claims  for  right  of  way  and  fencing,  have  been  liquidated  so 
far  as  known,  and  with  few  exceptions  of  small  amounts,  they  have 
been  already  paid  off. 

The  timber  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  superstructure  was  con- 
tracted for,  and  principally  delivered  during  the  last  year,  and  consid- 
erable payments  have  been  made  on  account  of  it.  The  iron,  excepting  a 
few  hundred  tons,  has  been  ordered,  and  about  three-fourths  of  it  has  been 
delivered  at  Springfield,  at  Hudson,  and  upon  the  line  of  the  road. 

A  part  of  the  engines,  and  passenger  and  merchandise  cars  for  the 
use  of  the  road  west  of  the  river,  are  already  under  contract. 

Having  thus  stated  the  operations  upon  this  part  of  the  road  the  past 
year,  and  those  contemplated  for  the  future,  it  only  remains,  as  con- 
nected with  this  part  of  the  report,  to  advert  to  the  Estimates  heretofore 
submitted  for  the  cost  of  the  road,  and  to  the  question  of  the  funds 
now  deemed  necessary  to  complete  the  same,  and  put  it  in   operation. 
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The  estimates  for  the  road  westward  of  the  Connecticut,  have,  from 
the  beginning,  been  a  source  of  great  difficulty  and  embarrassment.  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  country  was  of  such  a  character,  that  the 
officers  of  the  company  could  form  no  judgment  from  a  comparison  of 
it  with  other  routes,  and  could  gain  but  little  satisfactory  aid  from  past 
experience.  Nevertheless,  when  the  final  location  of  the  route  was 
made,  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  grading,  bridging  and  masonry  was 
formed  from  the  best  means  at  command ;  and  the  printed  Report  of 
the  engineers,  under  date  of  March  16th,  1838,  stales  the  total  cost  of 
these  items  at  $1,384,839  13.  With  slight  exceptions,  this  estimate 
was  for  a  single  track  only.  This  was  the  only  estimate  made  before 
the  road  was  put  under  contract  for  grading.  All  the  other  items 
were  intentionally  omitted  for  a  future  entire  estimate.  And,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1838,  the  engineers  and  agent  submitted  to  the  Board 
estimates  designed  to  be  complete,  for  the  cost  of  constructing  and 
equipping  the  road,  both  east  and  west  of  the  Connecticut,  and  putting 
the  same  in  operation.  An  abstract  of  these  was  included  in  the 
Report  to  the  Legislature  in  January,  1S39,  and  a  corrected  estimate 
for  the  east  side  of  the  river  only,  was  presented  in  the  Report  of  Janu- 
ary, 1840. 

In  making  these  estimates  for  the  eastern  part  of  the  road,  the  grad- 
ing and  masonry  were  so  far  advanced,  and  the  contracts  for  other 
labor,  and  for  materials  were  so  generally  made,  that  the  engineers 
were  enabled  to  judge  approximately,  at  least,  of  the  probable  cost  of 
the  principal  items  then.  But  at  that  date,  the  grading  had  but  just 
commenced  west  of  the  river  upon  a  portion  of  the  line  only;  and 
the  engineers  had  no  other  means  of  information  than  those  at  hand  at 
the  time  of  the  final  location  in  the  spring  of  1838  ;  except,  perhaps, 
the  terms  of  some  of  the  contracts  made  in  the  intervening  time.  They 
therefore,  in  the  estimates  of  Dec.  1838,  assumed,  for  the  actual  cost 
of  graduation,  and  bridging  and  masonry,  the  sum  estimated  in  the 
report  on  the  final  location,  as  before  staled,      .  .     81,384,830   13 

Adding,  however,  to  this  for  a  specific  portion  of  the 
work  which  had  then  been  commenced,  and  had 
"  proved  to  be  of  a  more  difficult  character  than  was 
anticipated,"  the  sum  of 30,000  00 


Total  grading,  &c,  ......     $1,414,83013 

The   three    items   of  superstructure,    engines    and 
cars,  and  buildings,   having  been  estimated    in  detail 
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for  the  road  east  of  the  river,   the  estimate   for  that 

portion — 54   miles — was  taken    as  the  standard    per 

mile  for  the  estimate  west,  and  it  gave  for  62.6  miles : 

For  superstructure,        .         .  .       $ 575,361  29 

"    engines  and  cars,    .  .  .  101,029  34 

"    buildings,        ....  44,196  71 

$720,587  34 


For  the  cost  of  the  engineer  department  and  super- 
intendence, the  actual  expenses  for  the  year  preceding 
were  assumed,  and,  with  some  slight  addition,  were 
carried  forward  at  the  same  rate  for  2  years  longer, 
to  Dec.  1840,  and  the  whole,  from  June,  1836,  to  Dec. 
1840,  was  put  at 78,076  00 


Total  estimate  by  Engineer  Dep't,  Dec.  1838,  .     $2,213,493  47 


The  above  item  for  superstructure  included  $35,000 
for  preparing  foundation  for  superstructure.  And  lor 
engines  and  cars,  this  estimate  professed  only  to  pro- 
vide for  putting  the  road  in  operation  in  the  first  in- 
stance, making  no  allowance  for  the  largely  accumu- 
lating wants  of  the  corporation  as  the  business  should 
increase. 

To  this  estimate  was  added  by  the  agent  as  fol- 
lows : 

1.  For  miscellaneous  expenses,  the  proportion  ex- 
pended in  3  prior  years  was  assumed,   and  the  same 

carried  forward  to  June  1,  1841,         ....  28,49712 

2.  For  land  damages,  fencing  and  depot  lands,  the 
estimate  was  made  upon  a  personal  examination  of 
the  whole  line,  conferences  with  owners,  and  com- 
paring the  whole  with  claims  where  the  damages  were 

paid  off,  at 84,452  02 


Total  estimate  west  of  river,  Dec.   1838,  .         .         .   $  2,326,442  61 


The  Directors  had  great  confidence  in  this  estimate  when  it  was 
made  and  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  in  their  Report  of  Jan.  1839. 
The  contracts  for  grading  and  masonry  were  perfected  soon  after    and 
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it  was  found  that  they  were,  in  their  terms,  much   below  the  rates   as- 
sumed by  the  Engineers,  in  making  the  estimates. 

As  the  work  progressed,  however,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make 
changes  in  it,  and  for  the  Board  to  authorize  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures or  allowances  upon  the  more  difficult  parts  of  it,  either  to  keep 
it  in  progress,  or  to  expedite  its  completion  :  and  although  it  was  from 
time  to  time  supposed  that  these  changes  and  expenditures  might  swell 
the  cost  of  the  road  beyond  the  original  estimates,  yet  neither  the  ex- 
ecutive officers,  nor  the  Directors,  have,  till  recently,  believed  that  the 
cost  could  exceed  the  funds  provided  for  its  completion. 

Still  the  executive  committee  of  Directors  some  months  since, 
thinking  that  the  time  had  arrived,  when  a  more  minute  examination 
than  was  usual  should  be  made,  as  to  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  with 
a  view  to  make  a  rest  at  the  close  of  1840,  and  ascertain  if  there  was 
any  probability  that  the  funds  at  command  would  fall  short  of  meeting 
all  the  wants  of  the  Corporation,  requested  the  Engineers  and  Agent 
to  make  the  examination  and  report  the  results.  Measures  were  imme- 
diately taken  by  them  for  this  purpose.  But  they  represented  that  at 
that  time,  under  the  orders  of  the  Board,  they  were  pressing  forward 
large  portions  of  the  work,  with  a  view  to  its  completion  during  the 
year,  that  all  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Engineer  Department  were 
actively  employed  in  furthering  that  object,  and  that  with  a  view  to 
economy,  and  to  meet  what  appeared  to  be  the  wishes  of  the  Board,  as 
indicated  by  their  frequent  investigations,  the  force  employed  in  that 
department,  had  been  barely  sufficient  to  keep  the  work  in  progress, 
and,  without  an  addition,  their  results  could  not  be  ascertained  till  near 
the  close  of  the  year,  when  the  condition  of  the  work  would  permit  it 
to  be  done  with  greater  facility  and  accuracy.  Since  that  time,  the 
grading  of  about  53  miles  has  been  finished,  the  final  measurements 
have  been  made,  the  rail  track  is  laid  for  35  miles,  and  a  large  part  of 
the  important  accounts  then  open,  have  been  stated  and  liquidated, 
and  the  whole  of  the  unfinished  work  has  been  measured  and  computed 
with  great  care.  From  these  data,  new  estimates  have  been  prepared 
by  the  Engineers  and  Agent,  respectively,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  in- 
duce them  to  express  great  confidence  in  their  accuracy.  These  are 
as  follows,  viz  ; 
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Estimates  for  the  cost  of  the  Western  Bail-road,  west  of  the  Connec- 
ticut river,  including  the  River  Bridge,  Jan.  1,  1841. 

1.  By  the  Engineers. 

Graduation,  including  formation  of  road- 
bed and  foundations  for  superstruc- 
ture,      1,242,853  81 

Masonry,  including  foundations  and  ex- 
clusive of  masonry  on  Connecticut 
River  Bridge, 438,419  82 

Bridges,  including  covering  and  painting 

and  masonry  of  Conn.  River  Bridge,  103,847  00 

1,845,120  63 

Superstructure,  viz  :  Iron  rails  delivered 

at  Springfield  and  West  Stockbridge,         358,763  42 
Sills  and   sleepers,  and  transportation  of 

same  to  and  upon  the  road,       .     .     .  57,940  26 

Splicing  rail    plates  distributed    on  the 

road, 17,850  00   . 

Spikes  delivered  at  Springfield  and  West 

Stockbridge,      ........  17,254  44 

Turn-out  castings, 4,080  00 

Laying  track,  turn-outs  and  transportation 

on  line,  of  rails  and  spikes,  ....         64,424  12 

Signs,  "  Look  out,"  &,c.  and  mile  stones,  2,125  00 

522,437  24 

Depot    Buildings,    including   aqueducts 

and  furniture, 49,750  00 

Engineer  Department,  including  instru- 
ments, surveys,  superintendence,  &,c, 
from  June,  1836,  to  Jan.  1,  1842,       .  103,076  00 

2,520,383  87 
2.  Addition  estimated  by  Agent. 
Depot  Lands  at  10  Stations,     ....  5,041  84 

Land  Damages  and  fencing  62  6  miles,  84,417  20 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  from  Jan.  1836, 

to  July  1,1842, 42,082  84 

131,541  88 

Interest  on  moneys  borrowed  and  to  be 

borrowed  to  May  1,  1842,    ....  196,58710 

Engines  and  Cars, 332,195  82 

9 
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Amount  estimated  by  Engineers  for  re- 
pairing damages  by  the  late  freshet, 
and  for  raising  road-bed  and  other  se- 
curities against  similar  freshets,     .     .  37,348  11 


Total    estimate,    west   of  Conn.    River, 

January,  1841, 83,218,056  78 


It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  there   is  a  great  discrepancy  between  the 
estimates  of  Dec.  1838,  and  those  now  submitted. 
The  excess  of  the  latter  is  principally  in  the  items  of 

1.  Graduation,  masonry  and  bridging. 

2.  Engineer  department. 

3.  Miscellaneous  expenses. 

4.  Interest. 

5.  Engines  and  cars. 

The  engineers  and  agent  have  communicated  to  the  Board  the  fol- 
lowing causes  for  this  excess.  In  reference  to  the  first  item,  the  engi- 
neer observes,  that  this  increased  cost  "  is  more  in  consequence  of  an 
increased  quantity  of  work,  than  an  under  valuation  of  the  work,  then 
deemed  necessary  to  be  done  :  and  this  increased  quantity  has  been  the 
result  of  a  change  of  circumstances,  during  its  progress,  showing  a 
necessity  for  changes,  not  only  in  the  character  of  some  of  the  struc- 
tures, but  in  the  mode  of  operation,  with  a  view  to  its  speedy  comple- 
tion ; — most  such  changes,  however,  being  rendered  necessary  for  the 
greater  security  and  permanency  of  the  work  :  and,  as  time  developed 
its  increased  importance  as  a  public  benefit,  and  the  consequent  in- 
creased confidence  in  its  value,  as  a  property,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  incur  additional  expenses  not  contemplated  in  the  original  esti- 
mate. 

"I  would  here  instance  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  in  the  Pon- 
toosuc  Valley.  With  the  limited  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the 
stream  here,  at  the  time  of  the  original  estimate,  and,  judging  of  its 
effects  in  times  of  freshets,  from  the  comparatively  unstable  character 
of  the  structures  then  existing  on  the  turnpike,  occupying  almost  the 
immediate  line  of  the  rail-road,  in  tolerable  security,  it  was  then 
judged  that  structures  of  the  more  ordinary  kind,  with  common  rubble 
masonry  for  bridge  abutments  and  side  walls,  would  give  ample  secu- 
rity to  the  road,  and  such  were  estimated  for.     But  the  experience,  in 
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time,  of  our  personal  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  freshets  in  this  stream, 
proved  the  necessity  of  abandoning  such  structures,  and  resorting  to 
others  of  a  more  costly  and  permanent  character.  Stone  arches  of 
large  openings  were  adopted,  requiring  masonry  of  a  very  different  and 
superior  character  to  support  them  ; — rendering  it  necessary  too  to 
resort  to  great  depths  in  search  of  permanent  rock  foundations  below 
the  bed  of  the  stream.  This  was  the  more  readily  acceded  to  at  the 
time,  from  the  belief  (as  every  appearance  indicated)  that  materials 
suitable  for  such  structures  would  be  obtained  from  the  rock  cuts  in 
their  immediate  vicinity.  But  soon  after  they  were  commenced,  and  the 
character  of  the  stone  was  exposed  by  the  opening  of  the  cuts,  it  proved 
entirely  unfit;  and  the  contractor  was  compelled  to  resort  to  quarry- 
ing and  hauling  the  stone  from  a  distance,  and  over  roads  almost  im- 
passable ; — thus  rendering  it  necessary  to  increase  his  prices  to  meet 
this  additional  cost. 

"  In  reference  to  the  increased  cost  of  the  Connecticut  River 
Bridge, — I  can  only  say,  that  after  a  minute  examination  of  the  bed  of 
the  river  by  boring,  it  was  found  to  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  require 
more  than  ordinary  precaution  to  obtain  and  secure  foundations  for 
the  piers  and  abutments,  and  the  facilities  afforded  by  our  rail  road  to 
procure  stone  from  a  distance  east  of  the  river,  suited  to  masonry  of  a 
superior  and  entirely  different  character  from  what  was  contemplated, 
although  at  a  cost  greater  than  originally  estimated  for,  still  within 
limits  deemed  reasonable  when  compared  with  the  importance  of  such 
a  structure — for  these  considerations  a  total  change  in  the  character  of 
the  bridge  was  recommended  and  adopted,  necessarily  involving 
greater  cost.  The  necessity,  too,  of  completing  the  work  of  founda- 
tions, and  getting  all  the  masonry  above  ordinary  low  water,  in  one 
season,  that  our  dams  and  caisons  might  not  be  destroyed  by  the  ice, 
necessarily  increased  the  cost.  The  Board  of  Directors  have  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  seeing  the  work  in  its  progress,  and  I  need  not 
here  describe  the  difficulties  contended  with. 

"  The  difficulties  of  estimating  the  relative  proportions  of  the  vari- 
ous kinds  of  excavation  along  such  a  line,  I  think  will  be  admitted  by 
all  acquainted  with  it:  and,  therefore,  a  change  of  results  arising  from 
this  cause,  of  which  there  is  a  large  portion,  may  not  be  thought  very 
extraordinary.  I  feel  confident,  notwithstanding  the  increased  cost, 
and  I  think  the  Board,  from  their  intimate  knowledge  of  the  work  in 
its  progress,  through  all  its  stages,  will  agree  with  me,  that  nothing  has 
been  expended,  beyond  what  is  deemed  advisable,  and  necessary  to  the 
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permanency  and  usefulness  of  the  work  ;  and  recent  experience  in  the 
late  freshet,  has  shown  the  propriety  of  what  has  been  done. 

"  In  the  estimate  submitted  with  the  report  on  the  final  location  in 
183S,  the  total  amount  of  work  to  be  done  was  as  follows: 


"  Thus  showing  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  excavation  of  834,935 
ynrds  of  earth, —  129,530  yards  of  rock,  and  a  decrease  of  37,145 
yards  of  loose  rock — making  in  all,  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  ex- 
cavation of  927,326  yards,  and  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  masonry 
of  55,800  perches. 

"  This  increase  of  quantity  was  caused  by 

"  1st.  Change  in  the  operations  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  with  a 
view  to  its  more  speedy  completion  by  wasting  earth  and  rock  intended 
for  embankments,  and  borrowing  to  replace  it — when  to  make  the  em- 
bankments from  the  cuts  as  intended,  would  confine  the  operations  to 
one  end  of  the  cut.  I  would  instance  as  the  most  striking — the  sum- 
mit sections  in  Washington,  and  Sections  No.  Ill,  110,  81,  68,  67, 
62,  53. 

"2nd.  Changes  of  the  line  in  some  places  and  raising  the  bed  of  the 
road,  with  a  view  to  its  better  security  against  freshets.  After  the 
freshet  of  1839,  the  whole  line  from  the  Connecticut  river  to  the  end 
of  the  6th  division,  a  distance  of  28  miles,  was  relocated,  and  in  many 
places  was  raised  3  feet,  on  an  average.  A  portion  of  the  7th  division 
was  also  raised,  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  freshets. 

"  3rd.  Grading  for  double  track — not  estimated  for, — as  the  extent 
was  left  to  be  governed  by  circumstances,  to  be  developed  during  the 
progress  of  the  work.  Over  one  half  in  length  of  the  road  west  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  is  graded  to  full  width  for  a  double  track,  and  this 
is  in  all  ca-es,  the  heaviest  part  of  the  work. 

"  4th.  The  sinking  of  heavy  embankments,  and  slides  from  side-hil 
cuts  obliged  to  be  removed.     I  here  instance  Sections  110,   106,  90, 
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63,  62,  53   and  49.     And   a  breach  in   the  canal  feeder  in  Russell, 
which  took  off  16,000  yards  of  an  embankment. 

u5th.  Wasting  earth  intended  for  embankments  which  was  unfit — 
and  borrowing  to  supply  its  place.  This  occurred  to  a  large  extent 
on  Section  63,  and  more  or  less  on  several  other  sections. 

"  The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  masonry,  is  caused  chiefly  by  the 
change  in  the  character  of  the  structures  in  the  Pontoosuc  valley. 
There  has  been,  however,  a  large  quantity  of  bank  wall,  beyond  the 
original  estimate — rendered  necessary  to  secure  against  slides  in  the 
cuts.  This  could  not  be  estimated  with  any  very  great  degree  of  ac- 
curacy until  after  the  cuts  were  opened. 

"  The  increased  amount  in  the  expenses  of  the  Engineer  department , 
arises  from  the  fact,  that  the  original  estimate  provided  only  to  the 
end  of  1840,  while  the  present  statement  provides  for  1841. 

"  Having  thus  shown  the  amount  of  work  executed  beyond  that  con- 
templated in  the  original  estimate  of  1838 — and  the  circumstances 
which  have  governed  not  only  the  increased  quantity,  but  in  some 
cases,  the  increased  value  of  the  work  executed,  I  proceed  to  show 
the  effect  on  the  cost  of  the  road. 

tc  The  original  estimated  cost  for  graduation,  masonry,  bridging,  su- 
superstructure,   depot  buildings    and  engineer   department    to     1838, 

was 82,1 1-2,464  13 

Add  for   extra   earth    work    as   shown, 

834.935  yards,  at  estimated  price,  .     .       208,734  00 

Extra  rock  do 145,728 

Extra  price  on  earth,        27,839  94 

rock, 29,968  98 

Extra  quantity  of  masonry,  at  estimated 

price,    . 156,240 

Extra  price  on  masonry, 32,498  40 

601,009  32 
Deduct  for  less  loose  rock  than 

estimated  for, 22,287  00 

Less  cost  of  superstructure  do.  17,924  05 
Do.  do.  bridging  do.  ...  32,711  00 
Do.  do.  graduation  do.  .     .     .    200,723  49 

273,645  54      327,363  88 

Add  for  increased  cost  of  Connecticut  River  Bridge,  48,000 

"     Depot  buildings,  5,553  29 
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Add  for  increased  cost  of  Engineer  department,  25,000 

"  "  "      Contingencies,  2,002  57 


Total  present  estimate  of  the  above  items  as  before,      $2,520,383  87" 

In  reference  to  the  present  increase  for  Engines  and  Cars,  as  before 
remarked,  the  original  estimate  was  only  designed  to  cover  the  expense 
of  barely  putting  the  road  in  operation  in  the  first  instance,  and  that 
was  estimated  in  proportion  to  the  amount  then  deemed  necessary  for 
the  road  east  of  the  river.  But  even  for  the  present  business  there,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  amount  first  estimated,  and 
this  is  found  inadequate.  And  when  the  road  is  opened  through  and 
in  full  operation  from  Boston  to  Albany,  the  business  upon  it  must  re- 
quire a  very  large  increase  in  this  item.  The  annexed  table  marked 
C.  will  show  the  actual  expenses  of  a  variety  of  Companies  for  their 
moving  power.  It  will  there  be  seen  that  the  average  expenses  of  7 
Companies  in  this  country  for  this  purpose,  is  about  83,000  per  mile. 
These  are  short  roads  comparatively,  on  which  a  greater  part  of  the 
cars  can  always  be  in  daily  use.  The  Utica  road  carries  no  freight. 
But  upon  a  long  road  destined  to  do  a  large  freighting  business,  it  will 
always  happen  that  large  portions  of  the  cars  will  be  scattered  along 
the  line,  or  be  left  at  one  end  of  the  road  when  wanted  at  the  other, 
and  it  will  be  found,  in  practice,  that  the  Company  must  have  on  hand 
nearly  or  quite  double  the  number  of  freight  cars,  ordinarily  in  daily 
use. 

The  increase  in  the  item  of  Miscellaneous  Expenses,  including  sala- 
ries, office  rents  and  expenses,  has  been  principally  caused  by  the  fact 
that  the  original  estimate  was  made  to  include  expenses  to  June,  1841, 
only.  And  the  road  proving  to  be  much  longer  in  construction  than 
was  anticipated,  this  item  is  now  estimated  to  June,  1842.  Some 
small  addition  is,  however,  made,  on  account  of  the  increased  difficul- 
ties of  the  work  since  Dec.  1838. 

As  to  the  large  item  of  interest,  nothing  was  ever  included  for  it,  in 
any  estimate  prior  to  the  present  time.  When  the  estimate  of  1838 
was  made,  very  little  interest  had  accrued  ;  and  without  adverting 
very  particularly  to  the  subject,  it  was  assumed,  and  perhaps  inadvert- 
ently, that  the  interest  would  be  provided  for  out  of  the  future  income 
of  the  road.  And  this  omission  was  continued  in  the  abstract  of  the 
estimates  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Directors  to  the  Legislature 
in  January,  1839. 
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The  present  excess  of  about  $5,000,  under  the  head  of  land  dam- 
ages, depot  lands  and  fencing,  has  been  caused,  1.  By  charging  this 
account  with  the  amount  paid  to  extinguish  the  franchise  of  the  Pon- 
toosuc  Turnpike,  rendered  necessary  to  provide  for  the  road-bed 
through  the  pass  of  the  mountains,  and  which  the  agent  had  supposed 
was  chargeable  to  construction  account    ....         $2,500 

2.  And  in  1838,  it  was  supposed  that  land  for  depots  would 
be  given  west,  as  in  most  cases  it  had  been  east  of  the 
river.     But  the"  corporation  were  corrpelled  to  pay  for  this 

object 2,450 

3.  To  which  is  added  amount  paid  for  1J  acres  of  land  at 
the  west  end  of  the  Connecticut  River  Bridge,  not  before 
estimated, 1,095 


$6,045 

It  is  proper  to  add,  in  this  connexion,  that  the  present  depot  arrange- 
ments at  Boston  are  found  to  be  wholly  inadequate  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  freighting  business ;  and  that  it  is  not  improbable,  that  at 
no  distant  period,  it  may  become  necessary  to  provide  a  separate  mer- 
chandise depot  there  for  the  business  of  the  Western  road  only.  In 
that  event,  a  large  expense  may  be  incurred,  for  which  no  estimate  is 
made. 

The  largely  increasing  business  at  Springfield  will  also  require  con- 
siderable additions  to  the  accommodations  at  that  station  beyond  those 
already  estimated  for  and  provided. 

In  former  Reports,  the  Directors  have  expressed  great  anxiety  for 
the  construction  of  the  road  between  the  State  line  and  Albany. 
They  had,  from  time  to  time,  relied  upon  repeated  assurances  given 
them  by  their  friends  at  Albany,  that  that  portion  of  this  great  thorough- 
fare should  be  completed  as  soon  as  the  road  within  this  State  should 
be  opened  for  use.  But  as  the  latter  was  rapidly  advancing  to  its  com- 
pletion, the  friends  of  the  enterprise  in  both  States  began  to  entertain 
serious  apprehensions,  that,  without  some  very  decisive  action  upon  the 
subject,  these  expectations  could  not  be  answered. 

It  became  most  manifest  to  the  undersigned,  that,  without  this  com- 
munication with  the  Hudson  river  at  Albany,  and  with  the  Western 
trade,  the  advantages  anticipated  from  the  construction  of  the  Western 
Rail-road  would  never  be  realized,  that  the  income  of  it  must  be  com- 
paratively small — the  value  of  the  stock  seriously  affected.  It  was  also 
apparent,  that,  even  if  the  Albany  and  W.  Stockbridge  road  should  be 
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constructed — if  it  was  made  with  a  light  rail,  and  in  the  mode  usually 
adopted  in  that  State,  it  would  not  be  adequate  to  sustain  the  business 
for  which  the  Western  road  was  designed,  and  which  alone  could  make 
the  latter  profitable  or  useful.  The  Directors  were  also  satisfied,  that 
if  the  road  within  the  state  of  New  York  should,  when  made  even  in 
the  best  and  most  substantial  manner,  either  immediately  or  at  a 
remote  period,  fall  under  the  control  of  a  class  of  men  hostile  to  a  free 
communication  between  Albany  and  Boston,  or  more  favorable  to  a 
free  interchange  of  business  between  Albany  and  New  York,  the  impo- 
sition of  tolls  or  rates  of  fare  might  establish  as  perfect  a  non-inter- 
course between  Massachusetts  and  the  great  West,  as  the  natural  im- 
pediments of  the  country  have  heretofore  interposed.  And  the  excite- 
ment recently  caused  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  present  prospect 
of  the  completion  of  the  road,  leaves  now  no  doubt,  that  a  combina- 
tion of  persons,  having  adverse  interests,  might,  by  a  purchase  of  the 
stock  in  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  road,  have  effectually  de- 
prived the  Western  road  of  a  great  share  of  the  business  for  which  so 
large  an  expenditure  was  incurred  ;  and  have  defeated  one  main  object 
of  its  construction. 

Fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  these  considerations,  the 
Stockholders  and  Directors,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year,  deputed 
a  large  joint  committee,  to  repair  to  Albany,  with  power  to  open,  and 
provisionally  to  close  negociations,  which  should  secure  the  prompt  con- 
struction of  the  part  of  the  road  within  the  state  of  New  York,  upon  terms 
as  advantageous  to  this  company  as  was  practicable.  That  commit- 
tee found  serious  impediments  to  the  construction  of  the  road  by  the 
citizens  of  that  state  :  and,  if  these  had  been  surmounted,  they  were 
assured,  that  a  light  road,  with  a  flat  rail,  would  alone  be  attempted: 
and  that  it  would  be  done  by  means  of  a  loan  by  the  city  of  Albany,  in 
such  a  manner  as  might  throw  the  stock  of  the  company,  into  the  mar- 
ket and,  at  no  remote  period,  hazard  the  entire  control  of  the  road. 

Before  this  visit  of  the  committee,  the  Directors  of  the  Albany  and 
West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company  had  caused  extended  surveys  to 
be  made  upon  several  routes  between  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge, 
and  a  very  minute  Report  by  their  engineer,  accompanied  by  maps 
and  profiles,  and  voluminous  tables  of  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  seve- 
ral lines,  was  presented,  for  the  inspection  of  the  Committee.  These 
estimates,  upon  the  most  favored  route,  amounted  to  a  sum  somewhat 
less  than  §650,000  for  the  whole  line  ;  and  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
the  Committee  were  negociating,  expressed,  and   without  doubt  enter- 
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tained  the  opinion,  that  that  sum  would  be  adequate  for  the  purpose, 
provided  an  arrangement  should  be  made  with  the  Hudson  and  Berk- 
shire Rail-road  Company,  by  which  about  14J  miles  of  their  road 
should  be  used  jointly  with  them  as  a  part  of  the  line  of  the  Albany 
and  West  Stockbridge  road.  The  Committee  had  no  other  means  than 
the  above,  of  judging  of  the  soundness  of  this  opinion.  But,  upon  a 
conference  with  Directors  of  the  Hudson  Company,  they  became  satis- 
fied that  the  arrangement  proposed  might  be  made  with  them  ;  and, 
indeed,  subsequently,  a  preliminary  and  conditional  agreement  was 
made  with  that  company  to  that  effect. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  assent  to,  and 
complete  an  arrangement,  by  which  the  road  from  the  State  line  to 
Albany  should,  as  well  in  its  construction,  as  in  its  future  use  and 
management,  be  placed  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  Western 
Rail-road  Corporation.  Subsequently,  this  arrangement  was  unani- 
mously approved  by  the  Directors,  and  also  by  the  Stockholders,  at  a 
meeting  called  for  the  purpose.  To  effect  it,  a  temporary  preliminary 
agreement  was  made  with  the  city  of  Albany,  and  the  Albany  and 
West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company,  by  which  the  city  agreed  to 
subscribe  to  the  stock  of  that  company  to  the  amount  of  $650,000,  and 
to  issue  their  scrip  to  that  amount,  for  the  construction  of  the  road, 
payable  in  30  years ;  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road 
Company  agreed  to  commit  the  construction  of  the  road  to  this  corpo- 
ration, under  the  charter  of  that  company,  and  covenanted  to  make 
with  this  corporation,  a  permanent  Contract  of  Transportation,  under 
the  Massachusetts  Statute  of  1838,  Chap.  99, — with  a  lease  of  the  road 
during  50  years,  the  continuance  of  their  charter ; — and  this  corpora- 
tion agreed,  on  their  part,  to  construct  the  road,  and  open  and  run  the 
same  for  public  use,  receive  the  income,  and  pay  the  interest  upon  the 
scrip,  and  the  principal  when  it  should  fall  due,  reserving,  however, 
the  right  to  substitute  a  part  of  the  Hudson  road,  as  had  been  pro- 
posed ;  thus,  in  fact,  paying  for  the  road,  with  funds  advanced  by  the 
city,  and  having,  by  the  contract  of  transportation,  a  permanent  lease 
of  it  when  made.  Provision  was  made  for  an  active  and  efficient  sink- 
ing fund,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  adequate,  with  prudent  manage- 
ment, for  the  eventual  redemption  of  the  scrip. 

The  permanent  contract  of  transportation  has  not  yet  been  drawn 
up,  but  it  will  soon  be  prepared  ;  and  as  directed  by  law,  a  copy  of  it 
will  be  appended  to  the  Annual  Report  made  next  after  its  completion. 

In  the  meantime,  the  various  routes  suggested   for  the  location  of 
10 
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that  part  of  the  road,  have,  during  the  past  season,  been  fully  ex- 
amined and  re-surveyed  ;  a  part  of  the  line  has  been  established  and  lo- 
cated, extending  from  Greenbush,  opposite  to  Albany,  to  its  junction 
with  the  Hudson  road  at  "  Groats,"  in  North  Chatham.  This  is  22J 
miles  from  the  river  at  Greenbush,  and  about  15  miles  from  the  State 
line.  The  whole  of  this  has  been  put  under  contract  for  grading, 
upon  favorable  terms,  and  about  12  miles  of  it  is  successfully  in  pro- 
cess of  graduation.  The  work  is  not  yet  in  a  state  to  enable  the  un- 
dersigned to  say  definitely  when  it  can  be  finished.  An  effort  is  ma- 
king by  the  executive  officers  immediately  in  charge  of  it.  to  finish  the 
grading  in  season  to  lay  down  the  rails  during  the  present  year.  But 
as  yet,  there  are  such  serious  delays,  and  so  many  obstacles  occasioned 
by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  rights  of  way,  that  the  Directors  fear, 
that  the  road  cannot  be  opened  for  use  until  the  spring  or  summer  of 
1842.  And  here  it  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  experience  of  this 
Corporation  has  generally  shown,  that  it  was  bad  economy  to  lay  the 
rails  in  the  autumn  of  the  year,  upon  a  road-bed,  recently  graded  ; — 
especially  where  much  of  the  soil  is  of  clay  or  hard-pan,  or,  where 
there  are  heavy  embankments.  The  importance  of  the  completion 
of  this  part  of  the  work,  however,  and  the  zeal  with  which  it  has  been 
entered  upon,  are  an  earnest  that  it  will  be  urged  forward,  with  the 
greatest  despatch,  consistent  with  a  prudent  economy. 

The  estimates  of  the  Engineers  upon  the  re-surveys  of  this  part  of 
the  line,  were  made  up  late  in  the  autumn  of  the  last  year.  From  a 
comparison  of  these,  with  the  estimates  of  the  former  Engineer,  sub- 
mitted to  ihe  committee  at  Albany,  on  the  previous  spring,  it  became 
apparent  to  all  parties,  that  the  latter  were  exceedingly  defective  and 
insufficient.  It  is  true,  they  were  known  to  have  been  made  for  a  road 
with  a  light  rail,  and  allowance  had  been  made  for  this  fact.  But,  on 
reviewing  them,  nothing  is  found  included  for  the  cost  of  purchasing 
or  grading  a  Depot  at  Greenbush,  or  for  a  dock,  pier,  or  a  ferry  com- 
munication with  the  city,  or  for  Depot  buildings  there,  or  in  Albany, 
or  on  the  line  of  the  road;  nor  is  any  estimate  made  whatever  for  ma- 
sonry, or  for  Engines  and  Cars  to  equip  the  road.  The  estimate  ac- 
tually made  for  land  for  the  road-way,  proved  to  be  very  inadequate  :  and 
the  new  surveys  and  examinations  have  disclosed  about  8  or  10  times  as 
much  rock-cutting  as  was  estimated  upon  the  prior  ones.  And  it  being 
now  a  conceded  point,^hat  the  greater  part  of  the  road  from  Albany 
to  Groats,  must  be  a  common  thoroughfare  for  the  business  of  the 
New  York  and  Albany  road,  and  of  the   Housatonic  and  West  Stock- 
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bridge  road,  as  well  as  of  the  Western  Rail-road,  there  seems  to  the 
undersigned  an  absolute  necessity  for  grading  that  part  of  the  road  for 
a  double  track. 

During  the  progress  of  the  surveys  upon  which  these  results  were  dis- 
closed, the  Chief  and  Resident  Engineers  were  requested  to  make  a 
careful  and  minute  examination  and  survey  of  that  part  of  the  present 
Hudson  road  lying  between  Groats  and  the  State  line,  with  a  special 
view  of  ascertaining  the  character  and  condition  of  the  work,  and  its 
capacity  to  sustain  the  business  destined  for  the  Western  and  Albany 
roads.  That  examination  was  had,  and  the  Engineers  have  given  an 
opinion,  that  that  road  is  wholly  incompetent  for  such  a  business,  and 
that  it  will  not  sustain  the  engines  necessary  for  the  beneficial  use  of 
the  united  roads.  It  has  grades  upon  it  of  41  feet  and  upwards  per 
mile  for  7J  miles,  4  miles  of  which,  are  from  71  to  80  feet  per  mile. 
A  strong  desire  was  therefore  entertained,  either  to  make  a  radical  im- 
provement of  that  road,  and  to  lay  down  a  heavy  T  rail  upon  it,  or  to 
make  a  new  road  there,  entirely  independent  of  that,  or  one  occupying 
a  portion  only  of  the  bed  of  that  road. 

With  this  view,  the  Engineers  had  previously  commenced,  and  have 
now  closed  surveys  and  estimates,  for  each  of  these  modes  of  remedy- 
ing the  difficulties  thus  interposed,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  a 
good  route  may  be  there  obtained,  either  wholly,  or  principally  inde- 
pendent of  the  Hudson  road,  at  a  grade  not  exceeding  40  feet  per  mile. 
The  estimates  upon  these  modifications  will  be  stated  hereafter.  In 
the  meantime,  a  full  representation  of  all  these  facts,  so  far  as  they 
were  then  known,  was  made  to  the  Directors  at  Albany,  by  the  Agent, 
near  the  close  of  November  last ;  and  through  them  to  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Albany.  And  that  body  unanimously  resolved 
to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York  for  authority  to  subscribe  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  $350,000  to  the  stock  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge 
Rail-road  Company,  and  to  issue  further  bonds  or  Scrip  to  that  amount. 
The  undersigned  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  authority  will  read- 
ily be  given,  and  the  proposed  subscription  made  in  good  faith.  A 
confidence  in  the  result  has  induced  them  to  proceed  with  the  work 
between  Albany  and  Goats  without  delay,  as  before  stated. 

The  following  statement,  prepared  by  the  engineers,  is  submitted  as 
an  estimate  for  the  cost  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road : 
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1st. — From  Albany  to  Groats,  about  22f  miles — 
Grading,  bridges  and  masonry,  including  Greenbush  De 

pot,     .  ... 

Superstructure,  . 
Depot  Buildings, 
Land  Damages, 
Fencing  and  Cattle-guards, 

Depot  Lands,  including  for  Pier  Wharf  Ferry,  &,c, 
Engineering,  superintendence,  instruments,  &,c, 
Depot  in  Albany,  and  Steam  Ferry  Boat,     . 


Add,  for  miscellaneous  expenses, 
"       "    interest, 


$12,000 
45,000 


$431,850 
230,923 
24,669 
49,854 
23,773 
41,154 
26,745 
65,000 

$893,968 


57,000 


$950,968 


2d. — From  Groats  to  the   State  line,   single  track  and 
new  road — 

Bridging  and  masonry, 

Superstructure,  . 

Depot  Buildings, 

Land  Damages, 

Fencing  and  Cattle-guards, 

Engineering,  Superintendence  and  Instruments, 


Add,  for  miscellaneous  expenses,          .         .         $8,000 
"    interest, 25,000 

Total,  Groats  to  State  line,    ...... 

Add,  Albany  to  Groats, 

Total,  for  independent  road,  Albany  to  State  line,  38.115 


214,249 

149,860 

3,842 

34,131 

12,674 

14,080 

$428,836 


33,000 

461,836 

950,968 


miles, $1,412,804 

By  the  use  of  the  Hudson  road  to  the  greatest  extent 
practicable,  say  5  miles,  unless  that  road  is  adopted  entirely 
with  the  grades  now  upon  it,  the  estimate  from  Groats  to 
the  State  line  may  be  reduced  by 46,400 
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For  repairing  the  present  road-bed,  masonry  and  bridges 
of  the  Hudson  road,  and  laying  a  heavy  rail,  the  estimate 
of  the  engineers  is    .......         .       155,551 


And  for  grading  and   bridging  the   same   for  a  second 
track,  and  laying  superstructure, — iron  rail,       .         .         .       212,857 

Each  of  the  three  last  items  is  exclusive  of  any  payment 
to  the  Hudson  company  for  the  necessary  privileges. 

Upon  the  question  of  the  probable  income  of  the  road  within  the 
state  of  New  York,  the  undersigned  have  collected  no  statistical  infor- 
mation, and  have  made  no  particular  calculations.  Nor  have  they 
deemed  this  necessary  to  satisfy  the  friends  of  the  Western  road  of  the 
importance,  and,  indeed,  the  absolute  necessity  of  constructing  it,  and 
that  in  the  best  and  most  permanent  manner.  They  consider  it  as  the 
key  to  the  whole  Western  business — as  the  key-stone  of  that  magnifi- 
cent work,  to  the  construction  of  which  the  energies  and  resources  of 
the  State,  and  of  her  citizens  have  been  devoted,  with  patriotic  ardor, 
for  the  last  five  years  :  and  upon  the  completion  of  which  have,  for  so 
long  a  period,  been  suspended  the  hopes  of  every  friend  to  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  of  our  ancient  Commonwealth. 

But  independent  of  this  consideration,  they  believe  that  that  road 
will,  in  itself,  be  a  profitable  investment.  Upwards  of  20  miles  of  it  are 
upon  the  same  line  with  the  New  York  and  Albany  Rail-road,  and 
must  do  the  business  of  that  road — 90  miles  of  which  have  been 
recently  advertised  for  contract.  The  Housatonic  Rail-road,  extend- 
ing from  Bridgeport  on  the  Sound  through  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts, forms  another  important  auxiliary,  whose  business  with  Al- 
bany and  the  West  must  pass  upon  the  whole  length  of  the  Albany  and 
West  Stockbridge  Rail-road.  Thirty-five  miles  of  that  road  are  in 
operation,  and  thirty-nine  miles  more  are  now  grading,  and  are  to  be 
opened  to  the  public  the  present  year;  and  a  road  contemplated  from 
Greenbush  to  Troy,  6  miles,  will  soon  open  a  communication  with  that 
city,  and  with  the  whole  northern  line  of  rail-roads,  and  lake  naviga- 
tion. And  when  to  these  sources  of  income  is  added  the  business  of 
the  Western  road,  it  seems  to  the  undersigned,  that  even  the  most 
cautious  and  timid  must  concede,  that  the  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  road  cannot  be  an  unprofitable  undertaking. 
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The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Corporation  for  the  year  past  as 
stated  by  the  Treasurer's  account  of  January  1, 1841,  are  as  follows: 


Receipts. 

Balance 

of  Fifth  Annual  Account,  January  1,  1840,   . 

92,282  86 

Received  on  3d  Assessment, 350 

a 

"4th         "               695 

tt 

"5th         "               735 

H 

"6th         "               740 

(( 

"7th         "               138,595 

it 

"8th         "              77,880 

218,995 

it 

from  Transportation  Department, 

109,305  43 

tt 
tt 

Exchang 

for  Timber  Lands  sold,      .     . 
"  State  Scrip  sold  at  par,      .      235,555  56 
e  drawn  against  Scrip  unsold,     .          2,309  14 

770  48 
237,864  70 

Pledge  of  State  Scrip,  &c,  as  per  notes 
payable 549,243  16 

Out-standing  Drafts  in  favor  of  contract- 
ors not  yet  due, 51,656  73 


600,899  89 


Amount  due  Baring,  Brothers  &,  Co., 

Liverpool, 63,287  93 

Less  balance  of  last  year, 12,526  05 


Rents  and  Lands  sold,        

From  Albany  and  W.  Stockbridge  R.  R.  Co., 

"     City  Bank, 

For  sale  of  Rails  to  Eastern  Rail-road 

and  Norwich  Rail-road, 

For  sale  of  Oxen  and  Wagon,      .... 


Expenditures. 

Amounts  paid  for  Incidental  Expenses,  12,342  95 

Construction,  including  Iron,        .     .     .    1,117,609  37 
Engineer  Department, 30,620  05 


50,761  88 

7,510  89 

52,713  17 

111,654  83 

2,860  51 
249  36 

1,485,869 
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Land  Damages, 24,725  05 

Depot  Lands, 360 

Interest  on  Bonds  and  Notes,    ....  87,448  12 

Engines  and  Cars,  &c, 28,929  91 

Depot  Buildings,     ........  25,671  86 

Expense  of  Transportation  Department,  66,277  12 
Amount  paid  for  Contingent  fund,      .     .  1,393  76 
"           "     "    Drafts  in  favor  of  Con- 
tractors (unpaid  Jan.  1,  1840,)       .     .  57,850  05 


1,453,228  24 

Balance  to  new  account,  32,640  76 


$1,485,869  00 


The  balance  consists  of  Cash,        .     .     .  6.953  98 

Do.  in  hands  of  G.  Bliss,  Agent,     ...  270  63 

G.  W.  Whistler,  Agent  Transportation,  .  16,222  78 

Notes  Receivable, 96,499  11 


119,946  50 


Less  balance  of  Exchange  account,     .     .        81,759  39 
Balance  of  Agent  of  moving  power,         .  5,546  35 

87,305  74 

$32,640  76 

To  entitle  the  Corporation  to  the  full  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1839, 
to  aid  the  construction  of  the  road,  they  were  required  to  lay  two  ad- 
ditional assessments  upon  the  stock  of  the  company  of  five  dollars  each, 
and  to  collect  a  specific  amount  upon  each  from  the  private  Stockhold- 
ers. These  assessments  have  been  laid,  and  the  required  amounts  col- 
lected upon  them,  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  capital  paid  in  is  the  proportion  which  is  collected 
upon  the  eight  assessments  of  $150,000   each,  laid  upon  the  stock, 

amounting  in  the  whole,  to $1,200,000 

And  there  had  been  collected  upon  these 
on  the  1st  of  January  inst.,  the  follow- 
ing sums,  viz : 
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On  th 

e  1st  assessment, 

t* 

2d 

ff 

<( 

3d 

ti 

tt 

4th 

u 

tt 

5th 

II 

(t 

6th 

is 

tt 

7th 

(( 

tt 

8th 

tt 

$150,000 
150,000 
149,185 
149,150 
149,185 
148,915 
138,595 
77,880 


Balance  due  and  uncollected, 


1,112,910 

887,090 


The  7th  and  Sth  assessments  having  been  recently  laid  are  now  in 
process  of  collection.  And  the  small  amounts  yet  due  upon  the  prior 
assessments  are  constantly  diminishing,  though  at  a  slow  rate.  The 
amounts  due  upon  the  5th,  6th,  7th  and  Sth,  and  a  part  of  that  due 
upon  the  4th,  are  secured  by  a  lien  upon  the  stock.  And  the  Treas- 
urer is  of  opinion  that,  with  the  aid  of  the  contingent  fund  applicable 
to  this  object,  there  will  be  little  or  no  eventual  loss  upon  any  of  the 
assessments,  or  upon  notes  taken  therefor,  with  a  pledge  of  the  stock 
as  collateral. 

The  whole  of  the  State  Scrip  authorized  to  be  issued  to  the  Corpor- 
ation under  the  Acts   of  1838  and  1839,  has  been  received  amounting 


to 

And  there  had  been  sold  in  England 
at  the  date  of  the  last  advices  prior 
to  Jan.  1,  and  drawn  for 

And  the  Treasurer  of  the  Corpora- 
tion has  drawn  upon  the  Agents 
against  the  balance  of  Scrip  un- 
sold,  and  in  anticipation  of  sales, 

Total  not  sold,  or  drawn  for, 


$3,300,000 


$1,463,555  56 


657,423  66—2,120,979  22 


$1,179,020  78 


The  Scrip  sold,  has  been  disposed  of  at  from  par  to  4  per  cent,  ad- 
vance. 

Sinking  Fund. 

At  the  close  of  1839,  the  sinking  fund  amounted  to       $115,528  29 
And  there  was  paid  to   it   by   the   Treasurer   in  1840, 
from  the  premium  on  State  Scrip  sold,  and   on  Ex- 
change, .  ....  22,933  73 
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And  there  will  be  due  to  the  fund  from  the  same  sources 
from  Scrip  sold,  and  to  be  paid  over  when  the  ac- 
counts of  sales  are  received,  the  sum  of  .         .  7,595  35 


Making  the  principal  of  the  fund,  .         .         .       $146,057  37 

The  two  first  items  have  been  on  an  annual  interest  at  6  per  cent, 
from  the  times  of  payment  of  the  same  to  the  Commissioners.  And 
there  will  hereafter  be  added  to  this  fund,  the  premium  or  profits  of  the 
Scrip  remaining  to  be  sold,  and  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount 
of  Scrip,  annually,  from  the  income  of  the  road — the  whole  to  be  kept 
on  interest,  and  constitute  a  fund  for  the  final  redemption  of  the  Scrip. 
The  Directors  ask  leave  to  refer  to  the  computations  contained  in  their 
Report  of  Jan.  1840,  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  probable  proceeds 
of  this  fund,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Board  as  to  its  sufficiency  for  the 
eventual  payment  of  the  whole  Scrip  ;  and  they  are  confirmed  in  their 
opinion,  that  the  income  of  the  road  will  pay  the  interest  upon  the  loan, 
and  that,  in  no  event,  can  the  State  sustain  any  loss. 

TRANSPORTATION  DEPARTMENT. 

The  operations  of  the  road  eastward  of  Connecticut  river",  have  been 
a  subject  of  much  interest  to  the  Directors  during  the  past  year.  This 
part  of  the  road  was  opened  to  the  public  at  the  commencement  of  the 
winter  season,  and  under  circumstances  of  great  discouragement. 
The  Board,  at  that  time,  were  fully  convinced,  that,  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices,  the  result  of  the  first  six  months'  operations  could 
present  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 
And  this  opinion  was  expressed  in  the  Report  of  last  year.  That 
period  embraced  a  season  of  the  year,  when,  even  in  prosperous  times, 
few  rail-roads  in  New  England  have  heretofore  received  an  income 
much,  if  any,  beyond  their  current  expenses.  It  was,  moreover,  a  sea- 
son of  unusual  depression  in  business.  The  new  channels  of  commu- 
nication with  the  road,  and  the  new  means  of  access  to  it,  so  indispen- 
sable to  the  business  of  any  road,  had  not  then  been  provided.  And 
when  to  this  was  superadded  the  facts,  that  the  winter  proved  one  of 
the  severest  and  most  inclement  ever  known,  that  the  existing  roads 
became  much  obstructed  by  deep  snows,  and  that  the  stage  coaches 
with  the  mails,  continued  through  the  season  upon  the  same  line  of 
travel  in  active  competition  with  the  cars,  the  Directors  were  persuaded 
11 
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that,  till  the  opening  of  the  spring-business,  at  least,  the  operations  of 
the  road,  could  hardly  be  said  to  have  commenced. 

Notwithstanding  these  considerations,  the  undersigned  find,  in  the 
result  of  the  business  of  the  year,  cause  to  congratulate  the  friends  of 
the  enterprise. 

There  has  been  received,  on  account  of  this  department,  from  Jan'y 
1,  to  Dec.  31,  1840: 

For  transportation  of  passengers,  .         $70,820  79 

"  "  merchandise,        .  38,359  78 

«  "  U.  S.    Mail   from 

March  14,  .  3,166  82 

$112,347  39 


The  expenditures  of  this  department,  for 
the  same  period  were  : 

For  repairs  of  road,       ....  10,2S0  95 
"         "      engines  and  cars,         .         .  6,289  39 
"    miscellaneous    expenses,    including 
all  other   expenses  of  this  depart- 
ment,            45,501  38 


62,071  72 


Balance,  net  receipts  1  year,  .         .  $50,275  67 


A  table  annexed  will  show  these  receipts  and  expenses  monthly. 
Exclusive  of  these  expenses,  the  general  expenses  of  the  corpora- 
tion, such  as  salaries  of  President,  Treasurer  and  Agent,  &,c,  and  the 
incidental  expenses  of  their  departments  have  been,  during  the  year, 
$12,342  95.  Dividing  these  upon  the  entire  road  per  mile,  6-11  is 
chargeable  west  of  the  river,  and  the  balance  to  transportation  east. 
On  this  basis  the  account  will  stand  : 

Total  receipts, $112,347  39 

Expen4kures  of  transportation  proper,   $62,071  72 
5-11  of  general  expenses,       .         .  5,610  43 


67,682  15 


Net  proceeds  all  expenses  paid,      ....         $44,665  24 
The  distance  run  by  the  trains  during  the  year  was 

94,404  miles.     The  expense  being  $67,682  15,  it  is 

per  mile,  71  cents  and  19-100ths  of  a  cent. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  last  six  months  of  the  year, 

from  July  1,  to  Dec.  31,  1840,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 


1841.]  SENATE— No.  17.  79 

Total  receipts  from  passengers,    .         .         $43,957  74 
merchandise,  .  20,038  96 

U.  S.  Mail  2  Qrs.  2,000  00 

65,996  70 


The  expenses  the  same  time  were        .  30,179  25 

Half  of  above  item  of  general  expenses,  2,805  21    32,934  46 

Net  income  for  last  6  months,     .         .  §33,012  24 


The  number  of  miles  run  during  the  6  months,  53,904 :  the  ex- 
penses of  the  same  being  $32,984  46,  it  is  per  mile  61  cents  and 
19-100ths  of  a  cent. 

In  judging  of  the  first  year's  income  of  this  insulated  portion  of  our 
road,  it  is  important  to  remark,  that  experience  on  the  subject,  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  strikingly  shows,  that  except,  perhaps,  in  one 
or  two  instances,  influenced  by  local  causes,  the  income  of  the  first 
year  is  not  a  proper  standard  by  which  to  judge  of  the  productiveness 
of  the  permanent  business.  The  statements  of  other  roads  will,  with 
great  uniformity,  show  a  gradual  increase  from  year  to  year,  to  which 
as  yet,  there  seems  to  be  no  limit.  A  table  annexed  hereto  will  show 
in  detail,  the  correctness  of  this  remark  in  reference  to  several  roads. 
And,  from  that,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  net  income  of  the  following 
roads  increased  as  follows  : 

The  Boston   and  Lowell,  in  4  years,  from  $89,798  to  $149,068 

Worcester,  4       "  "  86,050  "     105,423 

Providence,  5       "         "  93,345  "     213,876 

Taunton  Branch,         .         .     3       "         "  45,760  "       57,310 

Camden  and  Amboy,    .         .     7       "         "  181,000"     427,000 

Liverpool  and  Manchester,    .    9                  "  ,£71,097  "  .£111,181 

And  when  we  take  into  view  the  fact,  that  the  present  income  of  the 
Western  road  is  derived  almost  entirely  from  the  local  business,  that 
the  mountains  of  Berkshire  interpose  nearly  impassable  barriers  to 
intercourse  with  the  west,  and  that  the  outlet  of  the  Erie  Canal,  to 
unite  with  which  has  been  one  great  object  of  this  enterprise,  and 
whose  annual  business  exceeds  1,500,000  tons,  is  at  present  inacces- 
sible, it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  the  receipts  of  the  last  season  can 
furnish  no  criterion  of  the  future  income  of  the  road.  The  Directors 
confidently  believe,  that,  when  this  great  route  shall  be  completed  to 
Albany,  and  in  full  operation,  uniting,  as  it  must,  the  shipping,  the 


80  WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD.  [Feb. 

manufactures,  the  commerce,  and   the  fisheries  of  the  east,  with  the 
rich  farms  and  countless  thousands  of  the  west,   it  will  become  one  of 

the  greatest  thoroughfares  in  the  country. 


Boston,  January  28,  1841. 


THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
WILLIAM   JACKSON, 
ELIAS  HASKET  DERBY, 
NATHAN  CARRUTH, 
JOHN  W.  LINCOLN, 
PARKER  L.  HALL, 

Directors. 


Suffolk  ss.  January  28,   1841. 
Sworn  to,  before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Statement,  showing  the  Monthly  Receipts  and  Expenses  of 
the  Western  Rail-road,  from  Jan.  1st  to  Dec.  31st,  1840. 


Receipts. 

Months. 

Passengers. 

Merch'dize. 

Mails. 

Total. 

Expenses. 

Net  Income. 

Miles 
run. 

Jan. 

2,499  40 

2,521  72 

. 

5,021  12 

8,642  23 

} 

5,778 

Feb. 

3,969  20 

3,184  02 

• 

7,153  22 

4,809  73 

►  243  14 

5,508 

Mar. 

3,099  88 

2,948  69 

166  82 

6,215  39 

4,694  63 

, 

5,724 

April, 

4,067  69 

4,405  17 

333  33 

8,806  19 

4,709  65 

4,096  54 

6,156 

May, 

5,219  60 

3,197  35 

333  33 

8,750  28 

1 

4,609  36 

4,140  92 

8,424 

June, 

8,007  28 

2,388  73 

333  34 10,729  35* 

1 

4,426  87 

6,302  48 

8,910 

July, 

6,987  06 

2,434  04 

333  33  9,754  43 

3,890  95 

5,863  48 

10,189 

Aug. 

9,316  77 

2,511  62 

333  33 12,161  7J> 

4,199  91 

7,961  81 

10,259 

Sept. 

12,750  74 

3,497  34 

333  34 

16,581  42 

5,126  56 

11,454  86 

10,960 

Oct. 

6,685  57 

3,753  33 

333  33 

10,772  23 

4,909  13 

5,863  10 

10,426 

Nov. 

4,498  05 

3,468  88 

333  33 

8,300  26 

6,490  77 

1,809  49 

5,642 

Dec. 

3,719  55 

4,048  89 

333  34 

8,101  78 

5,561  93 

2,539  85 

6,428 

70,820  79 

38,359  78 

3,166  82 

112,347  39 

62,071  72 

50,275  67 

94,404 
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Table,  shewing  the  Net  Income  of  sundry  Roads. 


Year. 

Lowell 
Rail-Road, 

Boston  and 
Worcester. 

Boston  and 
Providence. 

Taunton 
Branch. 

Camden 
and  Amboy. 

Liverpool  and 
.Manchester. 
Pds.  Sterling. 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 

£71,097 
60,673 
74,075 
75,038 
83,621 
85,053 
82,910 
102,270 
111,181 

181,000 
233,000 
362,000 
407,000 
372,000 
400,000 
427,000 

89,798 

102,261 
116,180 
149,068 

86,050 

102,731 

108,962 

*105,423 

93,345 
135,583 

94,645 
145,071 
213,876 

45,760 
48,132 
57,310 

*  This  year  the  deterioration  for  previous  years  was  charged  off. 
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Statement  of  Amounts  paid  on  sundry  Roads  for  Engines, 

Cars,  fyc. 


NAME  OF  ROAD. 

Length. 

Amount. 

Time. 

Amt.  pr  mile. 

Boston  and  Providence,     - 

41  17-100 

141,237  93 

Jan. 

'38. 

3,430 

Boston  and  Lowell,   - 

25  75-100 

120,327  02 

« 

'39. 

4,673 

Boston  and  Worcester, 

44  50-100 

135,389  55 

<( 

'38. 

3,042 

Taunton  Branch, 

11 

24,454  89 

H 

'38. 

2,223 

Nashua  and  Lowell,  - 

14  50-100 

42,189  53 

U 

'40. 

2,909 

Norwich  and  Worcester,  - 

58  90-100 

108,917  60 

Dec. 

'40. 

1,854 

Eastern,    - 

-    -    - 

51,840  95 

Jan. 

»39. 

-    -    - 

Utica  and  Schenectady, 

70 

171,189  95 

H 

'39. 

2,445 

Grand  Junction,  England, 

97 

947,255  00 

U 

'39. 

9,765 

London  and  Birmingham,  do 

112 

1 

1,444,538  00 

it 

»39. 

12,897 

Average  cost  per  mile  of  all  the  above  Roads,  -      $4,804 

Average  cost  of  Roads  in  America,  -        -        -        2,939 

Average  cost  of  Roads  in  New  England,  -        -        3,022 
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REPORT 

OF   THE 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND  OF  THE 
WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 
in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Statute  of  March  13,  1839, 
submit  the  following  Report : — 

Amount  of  Fund  as  by  report  of  January,  1840,  $118,817  75 

Received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 

during  the  present  year,  .  .  .  .      22,933  73 

Received  for  interest  on  loans,     .  .  7,237  06 

Less  amount  paid  for  a  set  of  books,        .  27  63 


7,209  43 

Total  amount  of  the  Fund, 

148,960  91 

Which  is  invested  on  interest  at  six  per 

cent.,  payable 

semi-annually  on  the  following  securities 

: — 

On  Mortgages,     .... 

122,100 

On  Collateral  of  Lowell  Rail-road  Stock, 

7,217  75 

"           "              Worcester  "             " 

4,100 

"           "              Massachusetts  Scrip, 

12,543  16 

Loaned  to  the  town  of  Gloucester, 

3,000 

148,960  91 

If  there  be  added  to  this  the  amount  of  interest  accrued,  but  not 
due,  it  will  amount,  on  the  first  of  January,  1841,  to  $150,231  95, 
which  was  the  whole  amount  of  this  Fund  on  that  day. 

DAVID  WILDER, 
JOS1AH  QUINCY,  Jr. 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road. 


Senate,  Jan.  29,  1841. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railways  and   Canals.     Sent  down 
for  concurrence.  CHAS.  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  30,  1841. 
Concurred.  L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk. 
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RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATIONS 


STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 


1841. 


Boston: 

DUTTON  AND  WENTWORTH,  STATE  PRINTERS 
1842. 


-•  Jx  • 


- 


■^\ 


<£ommonUualtj)  of  fHassacijusetts 


In  Senate,  February  2,  1842. 

Ordered,  That  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  several  Rail-road  Corpo- 
rations, made  the  presenl  year,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

CHAS.   CALHOUN,  Clerk. 


House  ot  Rli-resentatives,  Feb.  2,  1S42. 
Concurred  : 

L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk. 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATIONS. 
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Charlestown  Branch,  -  -  -  -  -22 

Eastern,            -------  27 

Nashua  and  Lowell,      ------  33 
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Taunton  Branch,          ------  48 

West  Stockbridge,        ------  51 

Western,           -------  53 


THIRD    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF    THE 


BERKSHIRE     RAIL- ROAD 


COMPANY 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  respectfully  report 
their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  for  the  last  year. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January  last,  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
company  was  held,  officers  chosen,  and  the  whole  amount  of  stock  sub- 
scribed, principally  by  one  individual,  who  subsequently  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  company  to  build  the  road  and 
all  fixtures,  and  pay  all  damages  for  land,  &,c.  for  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Under  the  provisions  of  said  contract, 
the  sum  of  sixty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars 
and  ninety-nine  cents,  has  been  expended  on  said  road,  in  grading, 
grubbing,  and  mason  work,  and  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  for 
engineering,  and  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  dol- 
lars and  seventy-three  cents,  for  land  damages  and  incidental  expenses 
of  the  corporation.  By  the  said  contract  the  road  of  said  company  is 
to  be  completed  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  May  next. 

A  proposition  has  been  made  to  this  corporation  to  lease  the  road 
when  finished,  and  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  same,  the  sum  of  seven 
per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  said  road — to  wit :  the  sum  of  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  by  the  year,  and  to  keep  said  road  and 
fixtures  in  perfect  repair  ;  which  proposition  was  duly  accepted  by  this 
corporation,  and  an  agent  appointed  to  make  a  contract  for  said  lease. 
The  above  proposition  was  made  by  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, a  company  legally  incorporated   by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
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of  Connecticut,  which  said  company  has  built  a  rail-road,  which  is  now 
in  operation,  from  the  termination  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  to 
Bridgeport,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with  the  exception  of  about  a 
mile  from  the  depot  at  Canaan,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  the  line 
of  this  State. 

The  grading  and  mason  work  upon  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  is  nearly 
completed  and  ready  to  receive  the  rails. 

The  directors  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  their  road  will  be 
completed  within  the  time  specified  in  the  contract,  or  very  near  it. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Dated  January  15,  1842. 

R.  F.  BARNARD, 
RALPH  TAYLOR, 
CHARLES  W.  HOPKINS, 

Directors. 

Great  Barrington,  January  15th,  1842. 

Berkshire,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  Robert  F.  Barnard,  Ralph  Taylor  and 
Charles  W.  Hopkins,  Esquires,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  report  by 
them  signed,  is  true,  according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  F.  ENSIGN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON     AND     LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  do 
hereby  make  their  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  $1,800,000  00 


The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year,  exclusive  of 
amount  spent  and  charged  to  the  cost  of  the  road,  is — 

For  repairs  of  road,  including  repairs  of  bridges,  and 
$14,638  03  for  taking  up  7  miles  of  track  laid  with 
36  lb.  rail,  and  replacing  it  by  rail  of  56  lbs.  to  the 
yard,  $33,193  13 

For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  22,644  42 

For  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  loading  merchandize,  and 

all  other  miscellaneous  expenses,  63,631  77 


$119,469  32 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is, — 

For  transporting  passengers  between  Boston  and  Lowell 

in  our  own  cars,  $92,875  80 

For  transporting  merchandize      "  "  "  90,229  78 

U.  S.  Mail,  rents  and  miscellaneous,  1,896  69 
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For  transporting  passengers  in  cars  of  the  Nashua  and 

Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  over  our  road,  34,507  53 

For  transporting  merchandize  in  cars  of  the  Nashua  and 

Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  over  our  road,  23,544  25 

For  transporting  passengers  in  cars  of  the   Boston  and 

Maine  Rail-road  over  our  road,  18,570  05 

For  transporting  merchandize  in  cars  of  the  Boston  and 

Maine  Rail-road  over  our  road,  5,917  24 


8267,541  34 


The  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotive  engines,  the  past  year,  is — 
With  passenger  trains,  67,192 

With  merchandize  trains,  49,827 

Miscellaneous,  8,277 


125,296 


The  amount  of  profits  divided  daring  the  past  year  is  8144,000, 
being  two  dividends  of  four  per  cent,  each  on  a  capital  of  $1,800,000. 
Since  the  last  annual  report  the  second  track  has  been  completed  to 
Lowell  and  put  in  use.  The  rails  of  36  lbs.  to  the  yard,  originally 
laid  on  the  first  track,  having  been  found  by  experience  to  be  too  light 
for  the  increased  business  of  the  road,  seven  miles  have  been  taken  up 
and  replaced  during  the  past  summer  by  rails  of  56  lbs.  to  the  yard, 
similar  to  those  laid  on  the  second  track. 

The   amount  expended  during    the  past  year,   and  charged  to  con- 
struction, is —  8105,650  48 
Whole  amount  expended  at  the  time  of  the  last  annual 

report,  1,729,242  59 


Whole   cost  of  the  road  with   two  tracks,  depots,  cars, 

engines  and  appurtenances,  Nov.  30,  1841,  81,834,893  07 


A  contract  has  been  made  by  this  corporation  since  the  last  annual 
report,  to  furnish  an  engine  for  the  service  of  the  Charlestown  branch 
Rail-road  Company.  A  copy  of  that  contract  is  appended  to  this  re- 
port. 
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All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

GEO.  W.  LYMAN, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
JOSEPH  TILDEN, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 
J.  A.  LOWELL, 

Directors. 

Suffolk,  ss.  January  5th,  1S42. 

Then  George  W.  Lyman,  Wm.  Appleton,  Joseph  Tilden,  John  Bry- 
ant and  John  A.  Lowell,  severally  appeared  and  made  oath  that  the 
foregoing  report  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Before  me, 

BENJ.  R.  NICHOLS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


{Copy.) 

This  agreement,  made  and  executed  this  fourth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  by  and  between  the  Bos- 
ton and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Charles- 
town  Branch  Rail-road  Company  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth — 

That  the  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation,  for  the  con- 
sideration hereinafter  mentioned,  doth  covenant  and  agree  with  said 
Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company,  to  furnish  to  said  last-named 
company  and  keep  in  repair,  a  locomotive  engine  and  tender,  for  the 
purpose  of  hauling  passengers  or  merchandize  over  the  Charlestown 
branch  rail-road  for  one  year  from  December  1,  1841,  and  will  also, 
during  the  same  period,  furnish  an  engine-man,  fireman,  fuel,  water 
and  oil  for  said  engine  and  tender. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  said  Charlestown  branch 
rail-road  company  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  to  said  Boston  and 
Lowell  rail-road  corporation,  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  day  that 
said  engine  is  used  on  said  branch  road.  It  being  understood  that 
every  day  that  the  engine  works,  be  it  more  or  less,  is  to  be  reckoned 
as  a  full  day.  And  the  engine  may  run,  if  desired,  fifty  miles  each 
day,  or  miles  enough  to  average  fifty  per  day.     Should  the  engine  run, 
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on  an  average,  more  than  fifty  miles  per  day,  the  said  Charlestown 
branch  company  will  pay  for  the  excess  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
mile  in  addition  to  the  price  per  day  as  aforesaid.  The  said  Charles- 
town  branch  rail-road  further  agree  to  furnish  a  suitable  shelter  for 
the  engine  and  tender,  and  for  the  fuel  therefor,  and  erect  and  keep  in 
repair  at  the  Fresh  Pond  a  pump,  to  be  used  to  supply  said  engine  with 
water  when  necessary. 

The  engine-man  and  fireman  are  to  be  considered  as  the  agents  of 
the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company,  and  their  proceed- 
ings are  to  be  directed  by  that  company  while  the  engine  is  on  said 
branch  rail-road,  and  consequently  the  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail- 
road corporation  will  incur  no  responsibility  on  their  account,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  will 
indemnify  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation  from  all 
claims  of  any  other  persons,  for  any  injury  arising  from  any  act  or 
neglect  of  said  engine-man  or  fireman,  while  said  engine  is  used  on 
said  branch  rail-road. 

The  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  will  keep  their 
track  clear  of  snow  or  other  obstructions,  and  will  be  responsible  for 
any  injury  to  said  engine  or  tender,  arising  from  defect  of  road  or 
switches.  But  all  injuries  thereto  arising  from  any  other  cause,  are 
to  be  repaired  by  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  send  an  engine  with  the  "  patent  sparker," 
so  called,  the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  will  satisfy 
the  patentee  for  the  use  of  his  patent. 

When  the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  shall  require 
the  use  of  the  engine  on  their  road,  they  are  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  agent  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation,  the  night 
previous. 

A  settlement  is  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  the  com- 
pensation payable  as  aforesaid. 

If  the  regular  business  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corpora- 
tion, owing  to  the  violence  of  the  weather  or  any  casualty,  requires 
temporarily  the  use  of  all  the  engines,  by  that  corporation,  on  their 
road,  the  engines  are  to  be  so  employed,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  ser- 
vice to  be  performed  for  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  have  caused  their  seals  to  be  hereto 
affixed  by  their  respective  agents,  who  have  hereto  set  their  hands,  the 
day  and  year  first  written. 
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(Signed,)  EBEN.  BARKER.  (seal.) 

(Signed,)  CHAS.  S.  STORROW,      (seal.) 

Ag't.  B.  #  L.  R.  R.  Corp. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  ) 
in  presence  of  J 

G.  R.  WELCH,  witness  to  E.  Barker. 

THOS.  S.  WILLIAMS,  witness  to  C.  S.  Storrow. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND    PORTLAND 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Portland  Rail-road  Corporation 
hereby  submit  their  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  do- 
ings, receipts   and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is       .  .         $369,799  26 

Loan  of  scrip  from  the  Commonwealth  .  150,000  00 

$519,799  26 

The  amount  of  income  the  past  year  was  : 
From  passengers,      •  85,928  09 

"     merchandize,  ....  25,291  13 

"     transportation  of  United  States  mail,  and  rents,  4,797  12 


$116,016  34 


The  amount  of  expenditures  the  past  year,  in  the 
use  of  the  road,  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  repairs  of  the  road,           ....  $8,02293 

"    repairs  of  engine  and  cars,         .             .             .  5,304  44 
"    fuel,  oil,  salaries,    and    all    other  miscellaneous 

expenses,  in  use  of  the  road,           .             .             .  28,554  70 

For  tolls  to  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road,      .             .  25,139  28 

"    rent  of  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,       .             .  15,000  00 

$82,021  40 
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One  year's  interest  on  State  scrip,      .  .  .  $7,500  00 

A  dividend  of  §3,00  per  share,  was  paid  in  January 

last,  amounting  to  .  .  12,735  00 

A  dividend  was  also  paid  in  July  last, 

amounting  to  10,687  50  23,422  50 


Since  the  last  annual  report,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended towards  the  completion  of  the  road,  the 
sum  of  .....  30,198  66 

The  whole  cost  of  the  road  at  the  time  of  the  last  an- 
nual report,  was     .  .  .  .  .  523,091  22 


Total  cost  of  the  road  January  1,  1842,         .  .  553,289  88 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  the  passenger  trains, 
on  the  Boston  and  Portland,  and  Boston  and  Maine 
Rail-roads,  the  past  year,  was,  .  .  .  74,316 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  merchandize  trains, 
during  the  same  time,  was,     ....  24,772 

The  passenger  cars  have  run  in  addition  on  the 
Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road,  .  .  .  28,170 

And  the  merchandize  cars,     ....  9,390 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  this  corporation  were  running 
their  trains  of  passengers  and  merchandize  cars,  from  Boston  to  the 
line  of  the  State,  and  from  thence  on  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road 
in  New  Hampshire,  to  Exeter,  on  a  contract  with  that  corporation, 
and  on  the  28th  day  of  July  the  trains  were  extended  to  New  Market, 
and  on  the  27th  day  of  September,  to  the  present  termination  at 
Dover. 

An  act  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  authorizing 
this  corporation  to  unite  with  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  one  company,  and  at  the  following  June  session  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  an  act  was  passed  permitting  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  to  unite  their  company  with  the  Boston 
and  Portland  Rail-road  corporation. 

Subsequently  the  stockholders  of  the  two  corporations  held  meet- 
ings in  their  respective  States,  and  accepted  the  acts  of  the  Legisla- 
tures ;  and  voted  that  the  union  should  go  into  full  operation  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1842 ;  and  that  the  net  income  from    and 
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after  that  time  should  be  divided  equally  on  the  shares  held  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  two  corporations. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  WEST, 
D.  HAMMOND, 
THADDEUS  NICHOLS,  Jr. 
SAMUEL  A.  WALKER, 

Directors. 

January  28,  1842. 
Suffolk,   ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Thomas  West,  D. 
Hammond,  T.  Nichols,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  A.  Walker,  and  made  oath 
that  this  report,  by  them  subscribed,  was  true,  according  to  the  best 
of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND    PROVIDENCE 


RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  Massachusetts' : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation,  do 
hereby  make  their  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  as  required  by  law. 

The  fare  of  passengers  between  Boston  and  Providence,  has  contin- 
ued through  the  year  as  heretofore ;  and  the  freight  of  a  ton  of  merchan- 
dize at  $3,  except  for  some  heavy  articles  of  small  value  and  in  large 
quantities,  on  which  a  reduction  has  been  made. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  capital   of  the  corporation 

paid  in,  is  $1,782,000  00 

The  whole  amount  of  their  expenditures  the  past  year, 
is  as  follows : 

Repairs  of  road,        .....  $24,47436 

Repairs  of  cars  and  engines,  .  .  .  12,721  80 

Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages  and  other  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses,      ......  73,201  83 

Amount  paid  Rhode  Island  Company  for  lease  of  their 

road,  bridge  and  depot,       ....  5,659  58 

Amount  paid  for  use  of  ferry  between  India  Point  and 

Stonington  rail-road,  ....  5,000  00 

Amount  paid  for  rent  of  wharf  for  use  of  ferry-boat, 

at  India  Point, 1,000  00 


$122,057  57 
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Amount  paid  for  construction  of  road,  including  addi- 
tion to  merchandize  depot  in  Boston,  .  .       $16,397  84 

The  expenses  have  been  greater  than  is  estimated  for  the  present 
year,  arising  from  the  alteration  and  addition  to  the  merchandize  de- 
pot, in  Boston  ;  laying  a  heavy  rail  on  the  Dedham  branch,  in  place  of 
a  plate-rail ;  altering  and  increasing  the  number  of  passenger  and 
merchandize  cars ;  and  altering  several  bridges,  so  as  to  avoid  acci- 
dents, by  removing  the  truss-frames  further  from  the  track,  or  sink- 
ing them  below  the  floor  of  the  cars,  &c.  &c. 

The   amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is  for 

transportation  of  passengers,         .             .             .  $152,015  71 

"           "     merchandize,     .            .             .  71,011    19 

"     mail,    ....  2,929  79 

Rents, 767  25 

Bills  for  transportation  of  merchandize  not  collected, 

due  in  Boston  and  Providence,     .             .             .  4,097  09 


$230,821  03 


The  amount  of  wood  and  other  materials  on  hand, 

per  superintendent's  report,  .  .  .  $10,402  56 

The  amount  of  dividends  during  the  past  year,  is  $106,920  00 

The  first  dividend  was  3J  cent,  declared  in  January, — and  the  sec- 
ond of  3J  cent,  in  July,  on  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in. 

The  number  of  miles  run  with  passenger  trains,  is  .  79,510 

"  "        "  merchandize     "      .  .  28,128 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL. 
IGNATIUS  SARGENT, 
JOHN  BARSTOW, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr. 

Directors. 
Boston,  Jan.  25,  1842. 
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January  25,  1842. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

There  personally  appeared  the  above  named,  Joseph  Grinnell,  Igna- 
tius Sargent,  John  Barstow,  and  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr,  and  made  oath, 
that  this  report  by  them  subscribed  was  true  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  PICKERING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND    WORCESTER 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  corporation. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report,  the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation, 
by  virtue  of  authority  granted  by  an  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  has  been  increased  by  the  further  addition  of  3000  shares, 
making  the  present  amount  of  capital  $2,300,000.  This  addition  was 
voted  at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  held  on  the  7th  of  June  last, 
and  the  amount  of  the  stock  was  made  payable  on  the  6th  of  the  fol- 
lowing month. 

The  object  of  this  increase  of  stock  was  to  provide  a  sufficient  capi- 
tal to  cover  the  expenses — of  the  great  enlargement  of  the  depot 
grounds  and  buildings  in  Boston — of  the  extension  of  the  new  track — 
of  the  continued  improvements  of  the  track  by  additional  drainage, 
bank  walls  and  gravel  beds  for  the  rails  in  the  deep  and  wet  cuts — and 
of  an  increased  number  of  locomotives,  and  passenger  and  freight  cars. 

These  expenditures  were  deemed  necessary  in  part  to  provide  ade- 
quate facilities  for  transacting  the  present  increased  business  of  the 
road,  and  in  part  for  the  purpose  of  being  prepared  for  any  increase  of 
business  which  may  result  hereafter  from  the  completion  of  the  West- 
ern Rail-road. 

The  building  in  Boston,  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers  on  en- 
tering and  leaving  the  cars,  has  been  enlarged  to  a  length  of  290  feet, 
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and  capacious  adjoining  buildings  have  been  provided  for  the  reception 
of  spare  cars.  The  building  for  a  similar  purpose  in  Worcester  has 
been  enlarged  to  a  length  of  297  feet. 

The  principal  freight  building  covers  an  area  of  56,000  feet,  and  is 
designed  for  the  reception  and  discharge  of  merchandize — the  cars 
being  introduced  within  it,  by  means  of  four  tracks  which  extend 
nearly  through  its  whole  length.  It  is  provided  with  platforms  and 
scales  for  weighing  merchandize,  either  with  the  cars,  or  separately ; 
with  apparatus  for  the  convenient  transfer  of  cars  from  one  track  to  the 
other,  and  with  other  facilities  for  the  convenient  reception  and  dis- 
charge of  merchandize. 

The  second  track  has  been  extended  during  the  past  season  from 
Natick  to  Needham  and  from  Hopkinton  to  Westborough,  making  the 
present  extent  of  double  track  about  20  miles.  The  rails  laid  the  last 
season  are  of  the  T  pattern,  are  sixteen  feet  in  length,  weighing  60  lbs. 
to  a  yard  in  length,  and  supported  on  six  cross  sleepers  to  each  rail, 
and  are  confined  at  the  ends  by  means  of  a  heavy  cast-iron  chair,  to 
which  the  rails  are  closely  fitted,  and  secured  by  a  vertical  key.  The 
sleepers  are  laid  upon  a  bed  of  gravel.  This  form  of  structure  secures 
a  firm  track,  with  an  even  surface.  Preparations  are  begun  for  extend- 
ing the  second  track  over  about  half  the  remaining  portions  of  single 
road,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  season,  by  a  structure  similar  to  that 
last  adopted. 

Three  regular  passenger  trains  have  been  run,  each  way,  over  the 
road  during  the  year,  daily,  except  on  Sundays  ;  with  a  single  train 
conveying  the  mail  on  Sundays.  A  steam-boat  train  has  also  been  run, 
in  connexion  with  a  corresponding  train  on  the  Norwich  and  Worces- 
ter road,  six  times  a  week,  each  way,  in  summer,  and  three  times  a 
week  each  way  in  winter.  There  has  been  no  failure  of  more  than 
two  or  three  of  these  trains  during  the  past  year,  occasioned  by  snow 
storms  or  any  other  cause. 

For  the  purpose  of  being  prepared  to  make  payment  of  the  semi- 
annual dividends  of  profits  on  or  about  the  1st  of  January  and  July, 
the  directors  have  ordered  that  the  semi-annual  accounts  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  stock  should  be  made  up  to  the  1st  days  of  December 
and  June  in  each  year,  instead  of  being  made  as  heretofore  to  the  first 
days  of  the  next  succeeding  months.  In  consequence  of  this  change, 
the  first  account  for  the  past  year  exhibits  only  the  receipts  and  expend- 
itures of  the  first  five  months  of  the  year,  with  the  amount  of  stock  at 
the  end  of  that  period.     The  next  account  embraces  the  succeeding 
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six  months,  from  the  first  of  June  to  the  30th  of  November.  In  the 
present  report,  therefore,  in  lieu  of  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  corporation  during  the  last  twelve  months — the  direct- 
ors herewith  present  a  statement  of  the  same  during  the  eleven  months 
ending  on  the  30th  day  of  November  last. 

The  quantity  of  merchandize  transported  on  the  Rail-road  during 
the  above  period  of  eleven  months,  amounted  to  39,255  tons  19  cwt. 
Of  this  amount,  17,677  tons  18  cwt.  were  transported  over  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  Rail-road  alone;  18,254  tons  IS  cwt.  were  conveyed 
to  or  from  the  Western  Rail-road  ;  and  3,323  tons  3  cwt.  to  or  from 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road. 

The  number  of  locomotive  engines  owned  by  the  corporation  is 
sixteen.  The  distance  run  by  locomotives  during  the  above-named 
eleven  months  was  165,217  miles,  of  which  97,232  miles  were  run  with 
passenger  trains ;  52,555  miles  with  freight  trains,  and  15,430  with 
gravel  and  repair  trains. 

The  amount  which  has   been  expended  on  account  of 

construction,  to  Dec.  31,1840,  was  .  .  .  $1,994,981  73 
Do.  for  eleven  months  to  Nov.  30,  1841,   .         .         .         379,565  99 


Total, $2,374,54: 


Reserved  fund,  for  decay  and  wear,  beyond  repairs,  $50,100 


Amount  of  income  received  in  eleven  months  to  No- 
vember 30th,  1841,* 

From  passengers, $178,876  55 

«     freight, 104,466  24 

"     mail,  rents,  storage,  &c.  ....  10,708  S2 


Total, £294,051  91 


Surplus  undivided  Dec.  31,  1840,      ....         $13,73162 


*  The  amount  of  receipts  from  passengers  in  December  was  $11,220  70;  from  freight, 
#5,534  75,  making  the  receipts  of  the  year  from  passengers,  $190,097  25;  from  freight, 
§110,001  j  total,  310,307  87.  Estimated  expenditures  in  December,  #10.392  19  ;  total  for  the 
year,  #162,998  58. 
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Expenditures  in  the  same  period  exclusive  of  the 
amount  charged  to  construction  : 

For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  of  which,  taken  from 

reserved  fund  for  new  cars,  $9,900,        .         .         .  $25,286  46 

Repairs  of  road, 31,81101 

All  other  expenses, 95,508  92 

$152,606  39 

Dividends  of  profits  paid  : 

For  five  months  to  May  31,  1841,  3  per  cent  on 
$2,000,000, $60,000  00 

For  six  months  to  Nov.  30,  1841,  4  per  cent  on 

$2,300,000, 92,000  00 

$152,000  00 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Directors. 

NATHAN  HALE, 
DAVID  HENSHAW, 
ELIPHALET  WILLIAMS, 
NATHANIEL  HAMMOND, 
GEORGE  MOREY, 
ADDISON  GILMORE, 
D.  DENNY, 
MOSES  WILLIAMS. 

Boston,  Jan.  20,  1841. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

January  21,  1842. 
Suffolk,  ss. 

Then,  personally  appeared  the  above  named  Nathan  Hale,  David 
Henshaw,  Eliphalet  Williams,  Nathaniel  Hammond,  George  Morey, 
Addison  Gilmore,  D.  Denny  and  Moses  Williams,  and  severally  made 
oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  subscribed,  is  true  according  to 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

WILLIAM  R.  P.  WASHBURN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  RERORT 


OF    THE 


CHARLESTOWN    BRANCH 


RAIL-ROAD    COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  do 
hereby  respectfully  make  their  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts 
and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  act  authorizing  the  company  to  extend 
their  road,  passed  17th  March,  1841,  has  been  accepted,  an  as- 
sessment of  fifty  dollars  has  been  laid  on  the  shares  in  the  capital  stock, 
to  extend  the  road,  as  authorized,  and  the  work  was  commenced  on 
the  29th  of  June  last. 

The  location  of  the  road  has  been  filed  with  the  County  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  road  has  been  graded  nearly  the  whole  distance,  and  the  super- 
structure laid,  except  about  one  mile ;  the  whole  will  be  completed 
early  the  ensuing  spring. 

Cars  constructed  particularly  for  the  transportation  of  ice,  have  been 
purchased  and  put  upon  the  road,  and  a  contract  (a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  submitted,)  has  been  made  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corporation,  for  the  hire  of  a  locomotive  engine,  to  transport 
passengers  and  merchandize  over  the  road. 

By  a  statement  of  the  treasurer,  made  up  to  the  27th  inst.,  the  re* 
ceipts  of  the  company  the  past  year,  have  been  : 
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For  assessments, 

"    transportation  of  merchandize, 
"    miscellaneous  receipts, 


Total, 


$69,918  60 

1,248  74 
37  62 

$71,204  96 


And  the  expenditures  to  the  same  date, 

For  engineering,  surveying,  and  other  expenses, 
"  land  and  land  damages,  .... 
"     construction  of  road,  .... 

"    cars,  and  road  furniture, 
"    repairs  of  road,  ..... 

Total, 


In  compliance  with  "  an   act  concerning  Rail-road 
passed  19th  April,  1837,  the  directors  further  report, 
The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is 
The  amount  expended  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  construction  of  road, 

"    cars  and  road  furniture, 

"    land  and  land  damages, 

"    miscellaneous  expenses, 

Total, 


$5,456  06 
2,480  68 

65,300  19 

3,346  90 

44  43 

876,628  26 

corporations," 

$169,990  00 

8127,399  26 

3,346  90 

25,837  25 

18,134  03 

$174,717  44 


The  road  is  not  in  such  a  state  of  completion  at  present,  as  to  ren- 
der a  compliance  with  the  other  requirements  of  the  act  of  19th  April, 
1837,  practicable  at  this  time. 


(Copy.) 

This  agreement,  made  and  executed  this  fourth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  forty-one,  by  and  between  the  Boston 
and  Lowell  corporation  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  company  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth — 

That  the  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation,  for  the  con- 
sideration hereinafter  mentioned,  doth  covenant  and  agree  with  said 
Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company,  to   furnish  to  said  last-named 
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company  and  keep  in  repair,  a  locomotive  engine  and  tender,  for  the 
purpose  of  hauling  passengers  and  merchandize  over  the  Charlestown 
branch  rail-road,  for  one  year  from  December  1st,  1841,  and  will  also, 
during  the  same  period,  furnish  an  engine-man,  fireman,  fuel,  water 
and  oil  for  said  engine  and  tender. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  said  Charlestown  branch 
rail-road  [company  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  to  said  Boston 
and  Lowell  rail-road]  corporation,  seventy-five  dollars  for  every  day  that 
said  engine  is  used  on  said  branch  road.  It  being  understood  that 
every  day  that  the  engine  works,  be  it  more  or  less,  is  to  be  reckoned 
as  a  full  day.  And  the  engine  may  run,  if  desired,  fifty  miles  each 
day,  or  miles  enough  to  average  fifty  per  day.  Should  the  engine  run, 
on  an  average,  more  than  fifty  miles  per  day,  the  said  Charlestown 
branch  company  will  pay  for  the  excess  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
mile  in  addition  to  the  price  per  day  as  aforesaid.  The  said  Charles- 
town branch  rail-road  company  further  agree  to  furnish  a  suitable  shelter 
for  the  engine  and  tender,  and  for  the  fuel  therefor,  and  erect  and  keep  in 
repair  at  the  Fresh  Pond  a  pump,  to  be  used  to  supply  said  engine  with 
water  when  necessary. 

The  engine-man  and  fireman  are  to  be  considered  as  the  agents  of 
the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company,  and  their  proceed- 
ings are  to  be  directed  by  that  company  while  the  engine  is  on  said 
branch  rail-road,  and  consequently  the  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail- 
road corporation  will  incur  no  responsibility  on  their  account,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  will 
indemnify  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation  from  all 
claims  of  any  other  persons,  for  any  injury  arising  from  any  act  or 
neglect  of  said  engine-man  or  fireman,  while  said  engine  is  used  on 
said  branch  rail-road. 

The  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  will  keep  their 
track  clear  of  snow  or  other  obstructions,  and  will  be  responsible  for 
any  injury  to  said  engine  or  tender,  arising  from  defect  of  road  or 
switches.  But  all  injuries  thereto  arising  from  any  other  cause,  are 
to  be  repaired  by  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  send  an  engine  with  the  "  patent  sparker," 
so  called,  the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  will  satisfy 
the  patentee  for  the  use  of  his  patent. 

When  the  said  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company  shall  require 
the  use  of  the  engine  on  their  road,  they  are  to  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  agent  of  the  said  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation,  the 
night  previous. 
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A  settlement  is  to  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  the  com- 
pensation payable  as  aforesaid. 

If  the  regular  business  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road  corpora- 
tion, owing  to  the  violence  of  the  weather  or  any  casualty,  requires 
temporarily  the  use  of  all  the  engines,  by  that  corporation,  the  en- 
gines are  to  be  so  employed,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  service  to  be 
performed  for  said   Charlestown  branch  rail-road  company. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  have  caused  their  seals  to  be  hereto 
affixed  by  their  respective  agents,  who  have  hereto  set  their  hands,  the 
day  and  year  first  written. 

(Signed,)  CHAS.  S.  STORROW,      (seal.) 

Ag't.  B.  #  L.  R.  R.  Corp. 

(Signed,)  EBEN.  BARKER.  (seal.) 

Sup't.  C.  B.  R.  R.  Co. 

t 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  ) 
in  presence  of  us,  ) 

THOS.  S.  WILLIAMS,  witness  to  C.  S.  Storrow. 
G.  R.  WELCH,  witness  to  signature  of  E.  Barker. 


In    compliance   with    the    act    concerning  Rail-road  corporations, 
passed  10th  March,  1841,  the  directors  report, 

That  the  number  of  miles  run  by  merchandize  trains,  during   the 
year  1841,  was  nine  hundred  and  sixty. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  DANA, 
CHARLES  THOMPSON, 
NATHANIEL  J.  WYETH, 
THOMAS  C.  SMITH, 
ABIJAH  GOODRIDGE, 
EBEN.  BARKER, 
JACOB  HITTINGER. 
Charlestown^  January  28M,  1842. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Charlestown,  January  28th,  1842. 
Middlesex,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  the  aforegoing  named  James  Dana,  Thomas  C. 
Smith,  Abijah  Goodridge,  Ebenezer  Barker,  Jacob  Hittinger,  Charles 
Thompson,  and  Nathaniel  J.  Wyeth,  being  directors  in  the  Charles- 
town  branch  rail-road  company,  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  fore- 
going report  by  them  respectively  subscribed,  is  true  according  to  their 
best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

WM.  WYMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF    THE 


EASTERN     RAIL-ROAD 


COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  respectfully  submit 
the  Sixth  Report  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  their  receipts  and 
expenditures. 

During  the  year  1841  the  road  has  been  in  full  operation,  the  travel 
extending  under  the  lease  from  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  in  New 
Hampshire,  to  the  depot  in  the  town  of  Portsmouth.  'The  construction 
has  been  fully  completed  and  in  the  most  thorough  manner  ;  ensuring 
in  this  respect,  the  security  and  comfort  of  the  passengers,  and  obviat- 
ing the  necessity  of  further  outlay  for  this  purpose  beyond  the  ordinary 
repairs. 

To  avoid  in  a  great  measure  the  delays  incident  to  safe  transporta- 
tion over  a  road  on  which  as  many  as  twelve  trains  pass  daily,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  construct  a  second  track  between  Salem  and  Lynn, 
a  distance  of  about  five  miles,  and  the  same  has  been  completed.  With 
the  same  view,  and  to  obviate  the  great  inconveniences  of  the  old  ferry 
boats,  a  new  boat  has  been  constructed,  of  large  size,  and  superior  ac- 
commodations, furnished  with  a  powerful  engine,  copper  boiler,  and 
wrought-iron  shaft,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  keep  open  a  passage 
through  the  ice  under  any  probable  circumstances.  Enlarged,  and 
much  improved  depot  buildings  are  also  in  progress  towards  completion 
at  East  Boston.  New  and  increased  facilities  have  been  given  to  the 
transportation  of  merchandize,  by  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  at 
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different  points,  by  adding  to  the  number  and  size  of  the  freight  cars, 
and  by  the  extension  of  this  branch  of  the  business  to  Portsmouth. 

The  land  damages,  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  cases  of  small 
pecuniary  magnitude  now  in  litigation,  have  all  been  settled. 

By  the  law  of  April  19,  1837,  it  is  required  that,  after  the  completion 
and  opening  of  the  road  for  use,  every  rail-road  company  shall  report 
to  the  Legislature  certain  information,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
accordingly  given. 

The  length  of  the  Rail-road  from  Boston  to  the 

line  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  is  .     38  miles,  1063  feet. 

The  number  of  planes  is  eighty-four,  of  which 

26  measuring  12  miles  3210  ft.  are  level. 

58  are  inclined  in  the  direction  from  Boston  to  the  east,  as  follows,  viz : 


4  measuring  0  miles  3,700  feet,  descend    7  feet  per  mile. 
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28  miles  4,980  feet  are  straight. 

2      "     4,600    "    are  curved  on  a  radius  of  from  34,300  to  57,300  ft. 

5      "  0    "      "        "        "         "  "         5,730  "    8,600  " 

0      "     3,900    "      "       "        "         "  "        2,865  "  -1,774  " 

3  483    "      "       "        "         "  "  14,332  " 


The  average  width  of  the  road  is  about  21  feet.  The  manner  in 
which  the  rail  is  supported  is  as  follows.  There  are  undersills  of  4 
inch  hemlock  plank  11  inches  wide,  resting  at  the  joints  on  pieces  of 
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2  inch  plank  4  feet  long  miJ»Q  »hiu,1ujj»  thiol*.  Sleepers  are  placed 
transversely  on  the  undersillsVtht^^Teet^aparrY  on  each  of  which  is 
fixed  an  elevated  chair  for  each  rail,  which  is  thereby  supported  and 
secured  by  keys.  The  rail  weighs  46J-  lbs.  per  yard.  The  sleepers  are 
entirely  covered  by  gravel.     The  width  of  the  track  is  4  feet  8J  inches. 

The  Marblehead  Branch  Rail-road   is   three  miles  long,  and  has  15 
planes,  of  which 

5  measuring  1  mile     110  feet  are  level. 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1  mile  3,310  feet  is  straight. 

4,000    "  "is  curved  on  a  radius  of  from  1,200  to  1,700  feet. 
3,250    "  "  "        "  "  800  "     900    " 

The  average  width  of  the  road  is  about  17  feet,  and  the  plan  of  s-wp* 
pertingiit>hon>Qiilc  is  the  same  as  on  the  main  road,  except  that  instead 
of  a  chair  and  edge  rail,  there  are  placed  longitudinally  on  the  sleep- 
ers, two  stringers  of  yellow  pine,  on  which  a  flat  rail  2J  inches  wide 
and  §  inch  thick  is  laid  and  fastened. 

The  amount  expended  for  construction  of  road,  is       .    $1,194,070  95 
"        "  "  "    depots,  car  houses,  and  other 

buildings,      .         .         •  88,267  29 

"        "  "  "    miscellaneous  expenses,      .  984,595  61 


500 

"    descends  15  feet  per  mile 

"      1,550 

"    ascend      20     " 

"      1,400 

"    descends  35     " 

"      2,200 

"    ascend      35     "         " 

«      2,200 

"    descends  40     "         " 

"      2,600 

"    ascend      40     "         " 

The  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  is,       $  1,600,000 
"  loan  from  the  State,      .  500,000 


Excess,    . 

The  estimated  amount  of  outstanding  accounts  charge- 
able to  construction,  is  ..... 


2,267,033  85 


2,100,000  00 
167,033  85 

22,252  92 
189,285  77 


a_x-   £*-&  fee,  Jje*&  a^r*+>&  — 
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Amount  brought  forward?- ~?   ;  •;•--•<.-•      .         .  189,285  77 

The  estimated  value  of  property  on  hand  pot  required 

for  the  uses  of  the  road,  and  to  be  hereafter  sold,  is  162,213  75 


Excess  of  expenditure  over  receipts  and  property  on 

hand, $27,072  02 

The  property  on  hand  is  valued  as  nearly  at  what  it  would  now 
bring,  as  it  could  be  without  an  actual  sale  to  guide  in  doing  it;  and  it 
is  believed  that  it  will  appreciate  in  value  at  least  to  the  amount  of  the 
interest  accruing  on  it. 

The  following  statement  comprises  the  business  of  the  whole  road 
from  Boston  to  Portsmouth,  as  no  separate  accounts  have  been  kept  of 
the  business  of  the  Massachusetts  road. 

Number  of  passenger  trains  advertised  to  be  run  during  the 

year  on  the  main  road,     .......        3,823 

Number  of  passenger  trains  actually  run,      ....        3,822 

"       "  passengers  transported  on  the  main  road,  452,966 

"     "  Marblehead 

branch,     35,060 

488,026 

Average  amount  received  from  each  passenger. 

On  the  main  road,  .....         55  93-100  cents. 
"     "    Marblehead  branch,     '         .         .         12  50-100      " 

Number  of  merchandize  trains  run,    .....  808 

"         "  tons  of  merchandize  transported,        .         .         .        10,697 

Average  receipt  per  ton  of  merchandize,    .         .         .         .       $1   14J 

Number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains. 

On  the  main  road,        .         .         .     137,388 
On  the  Marblehead  branch,  .       16,811 

154,199 


• 


Number  of  miles  run  by  merchandize  trains,  .       14,376 

"      "       "     "    gravel  trains,  .         .         .      22,634 

191,209 
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The  receipts  and    expenditures    for   the  year   1841   have   been   as 
follows  : — 

Receipts. 

For  transportation  of  passengers,  viz  : 

On  the  main  road,  .         .         253,352  34 

"     "    Marblehead  branch,    .  4,382  50 


For  transportation  of  merchandize,    . 
"  "  "   gravel  and  earth, 

"  "  "  United  States  mail. 

"     rents,         ..... 
"    interest,     ..... 


$257,734  84 
12,256  30 
12,414  95 

9.521  17 

7.522  74 
124  13 

$299,574  13 


Expenditures. 


Repairs  of  road, 

"       "  depots  and  bridges, 

"       "  engines  and  cars, 
East  Boston  Ferry, 
Fuel,  .... 

Wages,  salaries,  and  miscellaneous, 
Interest  on  loan  from  the  State,    . 
Dividends  to  stockholders,  6  pr.  ct.  viz 
Stockholders  of  Eastern  Rail 

Road  Co.  ...      89,166 

Stockholders  of  Eastern  Rail 

Road  Co.,  N.  Hampshire,       21,000 


$27,553  46 
3,564  27 
17,820  77 
11,638  56 
27,762  98 
66,618  89_ 
25,000 


110,166 


290,124  93 


Balance,  ...... 

Add  balance  of  account  December  31,  1840, 


9,449  20 
10,782  97 


Balance  December  31,  1841, 


,232  17 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  A.  NEAL, 
JOHN  HOOPER, 
JNO.  ELIOT  THAYER, 
S.  R.  PUTNAM, 
AMOS  BINNEY, 
ISAIAH  BREED, 

Directors. 

Boston,  Jan.  15,  1842. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  22,  1842. 

Then,  John  Hooper,  Isaiah  Breed,  Amos  Binney,  John  E.  Thayer 
and  S.  R.  Puinam  appeared,  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  foregoing 
statement  is  true  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge. 

Before  me, 

B.  T.  REED, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


NASHUA    AND    LOWELL 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation 
hereby  submit  their  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  do- 
ings, receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  acts  of  incorporation, 
from  Nov.  20,  1840,  to  Nov.  1,  1841. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in, 
Nov.  20,  1840,  was  3,500  shares,  or  .  .  .         $350,000  00 

Sold  Dec.  16,  1840,  300  shares,  or     .  .  .  30,000,00 


Total  amount  paid  in  Nov.  1,  1841,  .  .  .         $3S0,000  00 


The    amount    expended   for   construction  of  road, 
and  actually  paid  up  to  Nov.  20,  1840,  was,  .  .         $368,703  T 

Since  that   date  the  following  sums  have   been  ex- 
pended and  paid  for  the  same  purpose : 

For  land  and  land  damages,  .  §5,757  66 

i(    superstructure  and  grading,     . 
"     engineering  account,  . 
"     engines  and  cars. 
"     depots  and  fixtures, 


Total  cost  of  road  as  paid  Nov.  1,  1841,    . 


648  58 
1,638  09 

365  99 
2,885  91 

11,296  23 

, 

8380,000  00 
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The  earnings  of  the  road  from  Nov.  20,  1840,  to 
Nov.  1,  1841,  collected  and  due,  are  as  follows  : 

From  passengers,  .  .         $75,732  87 

"     freight,  .  .  .  55,700  25 

"     rents  and  mail  money,  .  1,063  71 


Total  income  as  per  books,  for  year,  .  .         8132,496  83 

The  expenses  of  the  road  during   the  same  period, 
paid  and   unpaid,  are  as  follows  : 

Repairs  of  road,      .  .  .  82,76191 

"  depots,  .  .  .  387  41 

"       "  engines  and  cars,  .  8,263  43 

Boston   and  Lowell  rail-road  corporation 

for  transporting  passengers,    .  .  34,099  75 

freight,  .  "  .  21,800  0! 

Charlestown  wharf  company,  .  1,026  73 

"  branch  rail-road  corporation,      834  16 

Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  and  expenses,  26,793  42 


Total  expenses  of  road  for  year,  .  .             .             95,966  82 

Balance  of  nominal  profits  for  year,  .              .           $36,530  01 

From    this   amount  the   following   dividends   have 
been  declared  for  the  year : 

June  1,  1841,  4  per  cent,  on  3800 

shares,           ....  815,20000 

December  1,  1841,       "         «      «  15,200  00 


30,400  00 


Leaving  a  nominal  balance,  including  $4,716  32 
earned,  but  not  yet  collected,  to  be  carried  to  the 
"  general  depreciation   and  contingency  account,"  of  $6,130  01 


The  sale  of  stock,  300  shares,  December  16,  1840,  was  made  at  a 
premium,  deducting  expenses  of  sale,  of  $2,877  41.  There  has  also 
been  received  for  balance  of  interest  on  contingent  fund,  &,c,  $644  87. 

The  contracts  heretofore  made  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  rail- 
road corporation,  the  Charlestown  branch  rail-road  corporation, 
and  the  Charlestown  wharf  company,  as   mentioned   in  our  former 
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reports,  are  still  in  force,  arid  to  those  companies  have  been  paid 
since  November  19,  1840,  the  several  sums  specified  in  the  above  ac- 
count of  annual  expenses. 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  the  passenger  trains,  during  the  above 
period,  was  32,790,  and  by  the  merchandize  and  other  trains,  10,725. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  ABBOT, 
HENRY  UPHAM, 
HENRY  TIM MINS, 
C.  H.  ATHERTON, 
JESSE  BOWERS, 

Directors. 


Hillsborough,  ss.  January  24,  1842. 

Then  Daniel  Abbot,  Charles  H.  Atherton,  and  Jesse  Bowers,  per- 
sonally appeared  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them 
subscribed,  is,  in  their  belief,  true. 

Before  me, 

CHARLES  J.  FOX, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Suffolk,  ss.  January  24,  1842. 

Then  Henry  Upham,  and  Henry  Timmins,  personally  appeared  and 
made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  subscribed,  is  in  their 
belief,  true. 

Before  me, 

ALANSON  TUCKER, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire,  commissioners  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  rail-road, 
have  examined  the   statement  of  accounts  contained  in  the   foregoing 
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report,  and  do  approve  of  the  same.  The  commissioners  do  also  ap- 
portion the  sum  of  $11,296  23,  expended  for  construction  of  road 
since  the  last  annual  report,  in  the  following  manner,  between  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  Land  and  land  dam- 
ages in  Massachusetts,  $757  66;  in  New  Hampshire,  $5,000  00; 
superstructure  in  Massachusetts,  §117  82;  in  New  Hampshire, 
$530  76.  Depots  in  Massachusetts,  $')4  51  ;  in  New  Hampshire, 
$2,79140.  Engineering  in  Massachusetts,  $1,027  24;  in  New- 
Hampshire,  §610  85.  Car  account  in  Massachusetts,  $229  56;  in 
New  Hampshire,  $136  48. 

WM.  AMORY, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

CHARLES  J.  FOX, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


NEW  BEDFORD  AND  TAUNTON 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  the  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion, do  hereby  make  their  Third  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and 
doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation, 
to  31st  December,  1841  : 

Amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  per  last  annual  report,       $297,800  00 
"         "  "  assessed    and  paid    in    since 

then,  being  the  balance  authorized  by  the  charter. 
The  interest  on  this  sum  was  paid  by  the  stockhold- 
ers from  January  1,  1841,  to  the  time  of  payment, 
in  order  to  equalize  the  new  and  old  stock,  .  102,200  00 


$400,000  00 


Expenditures. 


Amount  expended  on  cost  of  road,  at  the  time  of  the 

last  annual  report,  .....       $387,5S2  83 

Since  which  time  there  has  been  paid  for  land,  dama- 
ges, fencing,  &,c,  .....  4,470  04 


$392,052  87 
Amount  paid  for  20-31  parts,  engines,  curs,  &c.         .  30,705  13 

6 
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The  receipts  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1841,  have  been 

as  follows  : 
Amount  received  for  transportation  of 

passengers,     ....        $39,469  28 
Amount  received  for   transportation  of 

merchandize,  .  .  .  8,180  66 

Amount  received  for  transportation  of 

United  States  Mail,    .  .  .  1,952  17 

Amount    received    from    Taunton   B. 

Rail-road  Corporation,  under  our  a- 

greement  with  them  of  1st  Nov.  1839,  2,910  90        $52,513  01 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1841,  have 

been  as  follows  : 

Repairs  on  the  road,      .              .            .  3,416  07 

i(           "      engines  and  cars,           .  3,654  09 
Fuel,    oil,    salaries,  and  miscellaneous 

n  expenses,                   ,.             .           .  15,215  47        $22,285  63 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  we  have  returned  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  State,  the  scrip  loaned  to  us  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  mort- 
gages given  therefor  have   been  surrendered  and  cancelled. 

The  fare  of  passengers  to  and  from  Taunton,  was  reduced  from 
$1,25  to  $1,  on  the  first  day  of  April  last,  and  prorata  to  and  from  way 
stations.  The  rate  of  freight  remains  the  same  as  heretofore,  except 
for  oil,  which  is  40c.  per  barrel,  to  and  from  Boston,  and  beef  and 
pork  50c.  per  barrel. 

There  has  been  two  dividends  declared  during  the  year,  of  3  per 
cent,  each,  on  the  amount  of  capital  $400,000,  say  $24,000. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  miles  run  by  the  different  ttains  over  the 
road,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1841  : 

Whole  number  of  miles  run,  .  .  $27,039 

Passengers  and  merchandize  connected,  $23,844 
"             separate,               .             .  1,396 

Merchandize       "  .  .  1,472 

Clearing  track  of  snow,  .  .  287 

Extra  with  President's  message,  40  $27,039 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 
GEORGE  HOWLAND, 
THOMAS  MANDELL, 
P.  G.  SEABURY, 

WM.  W.  SWAIN, 
DAVID  R.  GREENE. 

New  Bedford,  January  28,  1842. 


Bristol,  ss.  New  Bedford,  January  28,  1842. 

Then  the  said  Joseph  Grinnell,  Thomas  Mandell,  Pardon  G.  Sea- 
bury,  William  W.  Swain  and  David  R.  Greene,  severally  made  oath, 
and  the  said  George  Howland  made  solemn  affirmation,  that  the  forego- 
ing statement  by  them  severally  subscribed  is  true,  according  to  the 
best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

THOiWAS  D.  ELIOT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  RERORT 

OF    THE 

NORWICH    AND     WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation, 
in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
present  their  Sixth  Annual  Report,  as  follows  : 

In  addition  to  the  annual  statement  required  of  the  commissioners 
by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  is  appended  to  this  report, 
the  directors  append  the  statement  of  the  superintendent,  of  the  cur- 
rent expense  of  the  road, — also  of  the  earnings  during  the  year. 

The  expenditures  and  receipts,  in  the  statement  of  the  superintend- 
ent, purport  to  be  the  actual  cost  during  the  year,  and  the  actual  in- 
come arising  from  the  business  of  the  road,  as  passing  through  his  de- 
partment, excluding  mail  receipts,  rents,  and  wharfage. 

The  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenses  by  the  commissioner, 
purports  to  show  the  amount,  on  the  one  hand,  actually  received  in 
the  office  of  the  treasurer,  and  actually  paid,  including  the  transactions 
of  previous  years. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JEDEDIAH  HUNTINGTON, 
F.   A.  PERKINS, 
JOHN   A.  ROCKWELL, 
RALPH  BOLLES, 
CHARLES  COIT, 
JOEL  W.  WHITE, 
WM.  A.  BUCKINGHAM. 

Directors. 
Norwich,  January  1842. 
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State  of  Connecticut. 

New  London  County,  ss.  Norwich,  January  29,  1842. 

Personally  appeared  Jedediah  Huntington,  F.  A.  Perkins,  John  A. 
Rockwell,  Ralph  Bolles,  Charles  Coit,  Joel  W.  White,  W.  A.  Buck- 
ingham, and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  is  true,  according  to 
their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

ROGER  HUNTINGTON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Receipts  in  1840. 


UfttB. 

Accommoda- 
tion 

Steamboat     j  Total  Passen- 
Train.         j  ger  Receipts. 

Freight. 

Monthly 
Total. 

January,     -     - 

!     " 
I 

February,  -     - 

.       j       . 

March,  -     -     - 

- 

-     |    $3918  93 

- 

- 

April,    -     -     - 

$2937  89 

$5632  QQ\      8570  55 

$2779  11  $11,349  66 

May,      -     -     - 

3285  72 

6142  43       9428  15 

2747  32 

12,175  47 

June,     -     -     - 

4390  70 

5351  79i      9742  49 

2992  13 

12,734  62 

July,      -     -    - 

352G  57 

5748  20       9274  77 

2382  68 

11,657  45 

August,      -     - 

4G84  G5 

6952  71|    11,637  36 

3157  60 

14,794  96 

September, 

4656  90 

6894  78     11,551  68 

3371  15 

14,922  83 

October,     -     - 

3859  47 

5147  85 

9007  32 

3329  14 

12,336  46 

November, 

1773  86 

3792  23 

5566  09 

3526  40 

9092  49 

December, 

1376  04 

2717  75 

4093  79 

3947  00 

8040  79 

30,491  80 

48,380  40 

78,872  20 

28,232  53 

107,104  73 
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Receipts  in  1841. 


Date. 

Accommoda- 
tion. 

Steamboat 
Train. 

Total  Passen- 
ger Receipts. 

Freight. 

Monthly 
Total. 

January,  -  - 

$1501  08 

$2236  86 

$3725  39 

$2778  19 

$6503  58 

February,  -  - 

1366  43 

2179  40 

3545  83 

2464  37 

6010  20 

March,  -  -  - 

2920  88 

2824  54 

5745  42 

3671  12 

9416  54 

Apri),  -  -  - 

3348  92 

3412  36 

6761  28 

4716  21 

11,477  49 

May,   -  -  - 

3437  36 

3661  63 

7098  99 

5103  06 

12,202  05 

June,  -  -  - 

3249  46 

4193  09 

7442  55 

4840  58 

12,283  13 

July,   -  -  - 

4792  25 

8481  98 

13,274  23 

5033  28 

18,307  51 

August,   -  - 

4456  50 

8065  53 

12,612  03 

4500  00 

17,112  03 

September,  - 

4929  89 

8709  24 

13,639  13 

4979  15 

18,618  28 

October,  -  - 

4461  03 

6170  66 

10,631  69 

5610  57 

16,242  26 

November, 

3343  43 

5464  64 

8808  07 

4821  15 

13,629  22 

December, 

2662  93 

3384  36 

6047  79 

4076  86 

10,124  65 

40,470  16 

58,784  29 

99,332  40 

52,594  54 

151,926  94 
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The  undersigned  having  been  called  upon  to  examine  the  accounts 
relative  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
Company,  and  for  deciding  what  part  of  said  expenditures  are  applica- 
ble to  the  road  in  Connecticut,  and  what  part  to  the  road  in  Massachu- 
setts,— and  having  on  this  27th  day  of  January,  1842,  examined  the  said 
accounts  of  said  company,  do  find,  that  since  the  31st  December,  1840, 
there  has  been  expended  by  said  company  up  to  the  31st  December, 
1841  : 


In  the  carriage  department, 

For  salaries, 

Contingent  expenses, 

Office  expenses, 

Interest,    . 

Survey  from  Worcester  to  Nashua, 


16,380  72 

1,004  23 

311,435  97 

1,026  21 

27,870  93 

312  50 

$358,030  56 


One-third  of  which  sum,  being 
has  been  set  to  Massachusetts  ; 

And  two-thirds,  being 

has  been  set  to  Connecticut. 


119,343  53 


238,687  03 


There  has  been  expended  in  Connecticut : 

For  engineer  department,     . 

2,417  01 

'    graduation,   .... 

4,439  08 

1    masonry,       .... 

12,539  25 

'    bridges, 

148 

1    town  roads, 

750  14 

'    land  and  damages  to  land, 

17,117  33 

'    rail-way  foundations, 

7,733  61 

*         "        timber,     . 

1,354  70 

1         "        spikes, 

13  80 

iron, 

. 

1,788  02 

8    laying  rails, 

. 

48  45 

1    depot  buildings, 

. 

12,402  00 

'    wharves, 

. 

592  43 

1    ditching, 

. 

2,819  36 

"    cattle  guards, 

. 

271  63 

'•    deepening  river,    . 

2,932  40 

$67,367  21 
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There  has  been  expended  in  Massachusetts  : 

For  graduation,  . 
masonry, 
county  roads, 
land  and  damages  to  land, 
rail-way  foundations,      . 
rail-way  timber,     . 
depot  buildings,     . 
ditching, 


Amount  expended  in  Connecticut  up  to  December  31, 
1840,  as  per  last  report,  was         .     1,242,203  02J 
To  which  add  expenditures  of  1841,        306,054  24 


194  45 

2,959  25 

33  10 

4,967  17 

3,106  11 

3  50 

900  45 

2,273  55 

814,437  58 

And  deduct  amount  received  for  land,  &c. 
Total  in  Connecticut,    . 


1,548,257  26f 
35,225  93 

.  $1,513,031  33} 


Amount    expended     in    Massachusetts   up    to    same 

time, 535,268  83J 

To  which  add  expenditures  of  1841,   .     133,781   11 


And  deduct  amount  received  for  land,  &c. 
Total  in  Massachusetts, 


669,049  94£ 
25,044  01 

8644,005  93J 


Total  amount  of  the  whole  road, 


.    $2,157,037  27 


The  charge  of  contingent  expenses  in  the  foregoing  statement, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $31 1 ,435  97,  embraces  charges  which  strictly 
are  not  expenses,  but  contains  among  others  the  following  items,  viz  : 


Sale  of  stocks  in  New  York  at  auction,  for  deduction 
and  expenses,        ....... 

Loss  on  bad  notes  and  book  debts,    .         103,498  38 
Less 4,083  83 


169,939  00 


99,414  55 
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It  appears  upon  examination  of  the  books  of  said  company,  that  the 
said  corporation  have  kept  distinct  and  separate  accounts  of  the  ex- 
penditures in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  respectively,  agreeably  to 
the  acts  of  said  States  creating  the  present  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company. 

The  receipts  of  the  corporation   from   the   transportation   of  persons, 
mails  and  merchandize,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1841,  as 
shown  by  the  treasurer's  books,  amount 
to  the  sum  of        ...  154,761  27 

And  use  of  wharf,     ....  500 


155,261  27 

And  the  expenditure  for  the  same  period  to  the  sum  of  7S,£05  05 


Leaving  a  net  profit  of  ....         $76,456  22 


Of  which  is  set  to  Massachusetts,      ....  25,31874 

And  to  Connecticut, 51,137  48 


JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


TAUNTON    BRANCH 


RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  3Jassachusetts  : 

The   Directors    of  the    Taunton    Branch    Rail-road    Corporation   do 

hereby  make  the  Seventh  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 

and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

Since  their  last  annual  report,  the  directors  have  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Boston  and  Providence  rail-road  corporation  and  the 
New  Bedford  and  Taunton  rail-road  corporation,  regulating  the  rates 
of  fare  and  freight  over  their  respective  rail-roads.  They  have  also 
effected  a  settlement  with  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  rail-road 
corporation,  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1841,  under  the  fifth  section 
of  the  contract  between  the  two  corporations,  which  was  annexed  to 
their  fifth  annual  report;  and  the  sum  of  $2,910  90,  has  been  paid  to 
that  corporation  in  pursuance  thereof. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is        .  .        $250,000  00 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  November 
30,  1841,  have  been  as  follows  : 

For  repairs  of  the  rail-road,  .  .  .  1,878  61 

"         "      of  the  engines  and  cars,  .  .  2,253  29 

Amount  paid  to  the  Boston  and  Providence  rail- 
road corporation   for  their  proportion  of  the  receipts,  32,595  11 

Miscellaneous  expenses,      ....  18,310  30 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,        .  .  .  $55,043  31 
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The  receipts  during  the  year  ending  November  30, 
1841,  have  been  as  follows  : 
Amount  received  for  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers, .  ...  52,27886 

"  "       for   the   transportation   of    mer- 

chandize,       ......  22,442  24 

Amount  of  other  miscellaneous  receipts,     .  .  2,204  53 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Total  amount  of  receipts,  .  .  .  $76,925  63 

A  dividend  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  has  been 
made,  payable  on  July  1,  1841,  amounting  to  .  8,750  00 

A  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  has  been  declared, 
payable  on  January  1,  1842,  amounting  to     .  .  10,000  00 


Total,  .....  $18,750  00 


The  number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains  over 
the  Taunton  branch  rail-road,  exclusively,  during  the 
year  ending  November  30,  1841,  has  been     .  .  13,787 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  merchandize  trains 
during  the  same  period,  has  been        .  .  .  6,886 

The  number  of  miles  run  for  the  purpose  of  clear- 
ing the  track  from  snow,  has  been      .  .  .  143 


Total,     .....  20,816 


THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
JNO.  F.  LORING, 
SAMUEL  FROTHINGHAM, 
WM.  A.  CROCKER, 
SAMUEL  QUINCY, 

Directors, 


Boston,  January  10,  1842. 
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Sutfolk,  ss.  January  10,  1542. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  Thomas  B.  Wales.  John 
F.  Loring,  Samuel  Frothingharo,  Samuel  Qtiincy,  and  William  A. 
Crocker,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  report  by  them  subscribed,  was 
true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  PICKERING. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


WEST    STOCKBRIDGE 

RAIL-ROAD   CORPORATION. 


To  the    Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation, 
would  respectfully  report : 

That  the  road  of  this  corporation  has  been  possessed  and  occupied 
the  same  as  specified  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  by  the  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  under  the  lease  heretofore  mentioned. 
The  said  company  owns  over  two-thirds  of  the  stock  of  this  corpora- 
tion, and  during  the  past  year  has  expended  about  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  grading  the  depot-grounds,  and  erecting  a  passenger-house  at 
West  Stockbridge.  No  settlement  has  been  made  upon  said  lease,  nor 
has  the  expected  arrangement  with  said  company  been  finally  complet- 
ed, so  as  to  enable  this  corporation  to  make  such  definite  report  as  may 
be  required. 

Application  has  been  made  to  this  board,  on  the  part  of  the  Berk- 
shire Rail-road  Corporation,  for  a  lease  or  sale  of  one  half  of  the  West 
Stockbridge  Road  to  said  corporation,  to  enable  the  same  to  deliver 
freight  and  passengers  at  the  State  line.  This  board  has  signified  a 
willingness  to  do  so,  on  fair  and  equitable  terms  ;  and  the  impression 
now  is,  that  such  an  arrangement  may  be  made  as  shall  be  advanta- 
geous to  both  parties. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  this  31st  December,  1841,  in 
behalf  of  the  Directors,  by 

J.  W.  FAIRFIELD, 

Secretary  6f    Treasurer. 
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Berkshire,  ss.  January  3,  1842. 

Then  the  above  named  Josiah  W.  Fairfield,  personally  appeared  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  statements  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  re- 
port, he  verily  believes  to  be  true. 

LYMAN  HINMAN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF     THE 

DIRECTORS   OF    THE   WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD 
CORPORATION 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE,  JANUARY,  1842. 


In  presenting  their  Sixth  Annual  Report  to  the  Legislature,  the 
Directors  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation  are  happy  to  announce, 
that,  during  the  past  year,  the  whole  of  the  road  from  Worcester  to 
the  line  of  the  State  of  New  York,  has  been  completed  and  opened  for 
use — that  about  23  miles  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road— from  Albany  to  its  junction  with  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail- 
road, at  Chatham  Four  Corners,  has  been  so  far  finished,  as  to  be 
opened  to  the  public  on  the  21st  day  of  December  last, — and  that  by 
the  use  of  15  miles  of  the  Hudson  road,  secured  temporarily  to  this 
company,  by  contract,  a  continuous  line  of  rail-road  communication  is 
now  in  daily  operation  between  Boston  and  Albany. 

In  the  report  of  January,  1841,  the  directors  represented,  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  open  in  the  spring  of  that  year  the  portion  of  the 
road  between  Connecticut  River  and  Chester  Factories,  a  distance  of 
28  miles, — that  the  bridge  across  the  river  might  be  completed  in 
July, — that  they  designed  to  open  to  the  public  the  part  of  the  line 
west  of  Pittsfield,  about  the  first  of  April, — that  they  hoped  to  place  the 
cars  upon  the  division  between  Pittsfield  and  the  summit  in  Washing- 
ton by  the  15th  of  July, — that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  summit 
sections,  the  mountain  division  between  Chester  Factories  and  the 
summit  ridge  might  be  ready  for  operation  by  the  same  time, — and 
that  those  two  sections  might  be  ready  for  the  rails  by  the  close  of  the 
year  1S41. 
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In  the  progress  of  this  work,  generally,  the  undersigned  have  not 
been  disappointed.  The  running  of  the  cars  was  extended  from  the 
river  to  Chester  Factories  on  the  24th  day  of  May  last,  and  from  thence 
to  the  summit  sections  by  the  13th  of  September, — the  road  from  the 
State  line  to  Pittsfield  was  opened  on  the  4th  day  of  May,  and  from 
thence  eastward  to  the  summit  on  the  9th  of  August.  The  Connecti- 
cut River  bridge  was  finished  on  the  4th  day  of  July, — and  the  final 
completion  of  the  Western  road  was  secured  three  months  in  advance 
of  the  time  fixed  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  by  running  the 
trains  through  the  summit  sections  on  the  4th  day  of  October  last. 

These  several  portions  of  the  road  have,  in  connexion  with  the  road 
eastward  of  Connecticut  River,  been  in  daily  operation,  since  they  were 
respectively  opened  for  use. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  depot  at  Dalton  was  located  oppo- 
site to  the  village.  The  necessary  buildings  are  erected  there,  and  the 
depot  buildings  upon  the  whole  line  are  now  completed. 

During  the  year  the  supply  of  engines  and  cars  has  been  materially 
increased,  and  the  number  of  those  now  on  hand,  or  ordered  and  con- 
tracted for,  and  soon  expected  upon  the  road,  is  as  follows  : 

10  engines,  of        -         -         20  tons  each. 

14  .         .         «  -        -         10     " 


24       "  aggregate  340  tons. 


Passenger  Cars. 

14  long,  1st  class. 
5  short,      " 
C  long,    2d    class,   baggage    and 

Post  Office. 
5  short,  2d    class,  baggage   and 

Post  Office. 
17  handcars. 


Merchandize  Cars. 


175  long  box. 

26    "     platform. 

70  short  box. 

32     "     platform. 

40      "     gravel. 

10     "     stone. 
Equal  to  554  short  cars. 


Further  additions  will  be  made  as  the  business  of  the  road  shall  re- 
quire. 

The  expenditures  for  the  road  and  its  depots  are  now  principally 
closed ;  but  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  experience  of  the  present 
year  will  suggest  many  minor  alterations  and  additions  for  the  accom- 
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modation  of  business  and  of  passengers,  and  for  the  security  of  the 
road,  which  will  add  somewhat  to  the  construction  account. 

The  petmanent  contract  of  transportation  with  the  Albany  and  West 
Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company,  referred  to  in  the  last  report,  has 
been  executed  in  due  form,  and  a  copy  of  it  is  herewith  submitted. 
This  instrument  operates  as  a  lease  of  the  Albany  road — extending  from 
the  city  of  Albany  to  the  State  line — to  the  Western  Rail-road  Corpo- 
ration, during  the  existence  of  the  charter  of  the  Albany  company — 
which  is  50  years  from  April  J3,  1840.  And  hereafter  the  two  roads 
will  be  operated  as  one  entire  line  between  Worcester  and  Albany,  and 
the  whole  business  thereon  will  be  transacted  in  the  name  of  this 
company. 

In  the  mean  time  the  capital  stock  of  the  Albany  company  has  been 
increased  to  the  sum  of  81,150,000;  and  the  city  of  Albany,  under 
authority  from  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  have  subscribed  thereto, 
the  further  sum  of  $350,000 ;  making  their  whole  subscription  one 
million  of  dollars. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report,  about  22  miles  of  the  Albany  road, 
extending  from  a  point  in  Greenbush,  half  a  mile  from  the  final  termi- 
nation at  the  Hudson  river,  to  the  junction  with  the  Hudson  road,  at 
Chatham  Four  Corners,  had  been  located,  and  put  under  contract  for 
grading,  and  the  work  upon  the  northerly  12  miles  of  it  was  in  pro- 
gress. The  land  titles  upon  most  of  the  residue  of  it,  not  having  then 
been  secured,  the  directors  expressed  an  apprehension  that  this  part  of 
the  Albany  road  could  not  be  opened  for  use  until  the  spring  or  sum- 
mer of  1842. 

The  difficulties  in  procuring  the  titles  proved  to  be  so  serious,  that 
the  heaviest  portion  of  this  work  could  not  be  commenced  till  the  mid- 
dle of  June,  1841  ;  and  a  majority  of  the  directors  relinquished  all 
hope  of  its  completion  during  the  year.  Subsequently,  however,  con- 
sidering the  importance  of  the  Albany  road  to  the  operations  of  the 
Western  road,  when  completed,  and  the  serious  embarrassments  which 
the  business  of  the  latter  would  labor  under,  the  present  winter,  the 
directors  of  the  Albany  company,  on  the  request  of  those  of  the  West- 
ern, resolved,  as  late  as  the  8th  of  June  last,  to  make  a  vigorous  effort, 
and  if  possible,  so  far  complete  this  part  of  the  work  in  1811,  as  to 
open  a  communication  with  the  Hudson  river,  at  Albany;  and  a  lim- 
ited extraordinary  expenditure  was  authorized  to  effect  this  object. 

With  a  view  to  this  result,  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  with  great 
energy,  under   the  immediate  care  of  John  Childe,  Esq.,  the  resident 


56  WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD. 

engineer  of  the  Albany  company;  and,  as  before  stated,  the  trains 
passed  through  from  the  Hudson  road  to  Grcenbush  on  tie  21st  day 
of  December  last, — about  six  months  from  the  time  when  the  work 
upon  the  most  difficult  part  of  it  was  commenced,  and  some  5  or  6 
months  earlier  than  had  been  originally  contemplated.  The  shortness 
of  the  time,  the  haste  with  which  the  work  has  been  thus  far  done,  and 
the  lateness  of  the  season,  have  united  to  delay  the  entire  completion 
of  the  depot  buildings.  These  are,  however,  in  progress,  and  will  be 
finished  as  soon  as  is  practicable. 

Depot  stations  have  been  located  at  Schodack,  Kinderhook,  and 
Chatham  Four  Corners,  and  ample  lands  have  been  procured  at  each 
place  for  the  purpose.  Circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  officers 
in  charge,  prevented  the  location  of  the  depot  at  Greenbush,  and  of  the 
western  termination  of  the  line,  until  late  in  the  last  summer.  This 
location  has  been  perfected,  directly  opposite  to  the  centre  of  Albany, 
and  about  20  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
company,  upon  Van-Ilensselaer  Island,  and  upon  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  river.  The  work  has  been  put  under  contract,  and  the  grading 
commenced,  and  the  undersigned  have  assurances  that  it  will  be  fin- 
ished and  ready  for  use  by  the  autumn  of  the  present  year. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  temporay  termination  has  been  provided,  and 
temporary  buildings  are  erected,  at  the  south  ferry,  where  the  business 
of  the  road  will  be  transacted,  until  the  permanent  depot  is  completed, 
and  a  ferry-boat  procured  for  the  same. 

As  stated  in  the  last  report,  this  company  had,  by  contract,  secured 
the  right  to  use,  temporarily,  the  easterly  division  of  the  Hudson  road, 
between  Chatham  and  the  State  line,  with  the  right  to  purchase  one 
half,  in  common,  of  that  division,  and  to  use  the  same  in  connexion 
with  the  Hudson  company.  The  track  and  bridges  of  that  road  prov- 
ing not  to  be  adequate  to  sustain  the  business  of  this  company,  surveys 
and  estimates  had  been  perfected  for  the  construction  of  an  indepen- 
dent road,  with  a  heavy  rail,  and  grades  not  exceeding  40  feet  to  the 
mile.  No  certain  provision  having,  then,  been  made  for  the  expenses 
of  this  new  work,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  defer  it  until  the  city  of 
Albany  should  make  the  additional  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the 
Albany  company,  and  until  it  was  ascertained  how  far  the  grant  by  the 
last  Massachusetts  Legislature  could  be  made  available,  by  the  collec- 
tion of  the  assessments  upon  the  Western  rail-road  stock,  required  as  a 
condition  of  that  grant. 

These  objects  being  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors,  this 
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division  of  the  Albany  road  was  placed  under  contract  in  August  last, 
and  the  more  difficult  portions  of  it,  requiring  the  longest  time  for 
grading,  were  commenced  in  September  following.  The  whole  grad- 
ing is  now  in  progress,  and  is  to  be  completed  from  June  to  the  1st  of 
August  next. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  whole  proceedings  in  the  State  of 
New  York  have  been  strictly  under  the  orders  of  the  directors  of  the 
Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company,  and  by  officers  ap- 
pointed by  them. 

Financial  Department. 

The  corrected  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  road,  as  sub- 
mitted in  the  last  report,  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

1.  Eastward  of  Connecticut  River,  .  .     $2,016,969  90 
This  includes  §117,804  18  for  engines  and  cars  pro- 
cured originally  for  that  part  of  the  road,   but  now 

used  promiscuously  on  the  whole  line. 

2.  Westward  of  Connecticut  River,  and  to  the  line 

of  New  York,  .....       3,218,05678 


Total  estimate  for  the  Western  rail-road,       .  .     $5,235,026  63 

The  whole  includes  $459,000  for  engines  and  cars 
for  the  equipment  of  the  entire  line  from  Worcester 
to  Albany. 

3.  If  to  this  be  added  the  estimated  cost  of  the  road 
from  the  State  line  to  Albany,  (exclusive  of  engines 
and  cars)  as  per  last  report,  .  .  .        1,412,804  00 


It  gives  total  estimated  cost,  Worcester  to  Albany,     .     $6,647,^30  68 


The  funds  provided    for   this  expenditure,  up  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1842,  were  as  follows  : 

12  assessments  of  $5  each  on  30,000  shares  of  stock 

of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation,         .  .        1,800,000  00 

3  loans  of  scrip  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  .       4,000,000  00 

2  loans  of  scrip  of  the  city  of  Albany,   less  $100,000 

paid,  and  to  be  paid  the  Albany  Sinking  Fund,      .  900,000  00 

Total  resources,         .....     $6,700,000  00 
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The  most  expensive  and  difficult  part  of  the  Western  rail-road,  west- 
ward of  Connecticut  River,  has  been  so  recently  opened,  that  it  has 
not  yet  been  found  practicable,  so  far  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  ac- 
counts, as  to  state  with  precision  the  actual  cost  of  it ;  and  as  before 
stated,  some  additions  and  improvements  are  still  to  be  made.  But 
the  directors  will  be  able,  in  their  next  annual  report,  to  present  a 
perfect  and  detailed  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  whole  line  of  the  road, 
its  fixtures  and  equipment,  and  embracing  the  statistics  required  by 
law,*  and  it  is  hoped  there  may  then  be  added  a  particular  memoir  of 
the  character  and  cost  of  the  principal  structures,  and  of  the  amount 
and  expense  of  the   different  kinds  of  work. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  original  estimate  for  engines  and 
cars  was  conjectural  only  ;  dependant  upon  a  supposed  amount  of  busi- 
ness to  be  done.  Sufficient  experience  has  not  yet  been  had  to  test 
the  accuracy  of  that  estimate.  But  from  present  appearances,  a  larger 
expenditure  for  engines,  at  least,  than  was  originally  contemplated, 
will  be  necessary.  The  experience  of  the  present  year  will  afford  data 
for  a  more  accurate  opinion. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road, 
from  the  State  line  to  the  river  atGrcenbush — 38—  miles,  and  includ- 
ing a  depot  in  Albany,  but  exclusive  of  engines  and  cars,  provided  by 
the  Western  road,  was  as  per  last  report,  $1,412,804  00. 

The  capital  of  this  company  subscribed,  is  $1,000,000  00,  and  as- 
sessments have  been  laid  to  this  amount.  This  has  been  paid  in  by 
the  city  of  Albany  as  called  for,  to  the  amount  of  $700,000. 

The  balance  of  cost  not  subscribed  is,  by  contract,  to  be  advanced 
by  the  Western  Raii-road  Corporation. 

The  accounts  for  expenditures  upon  this  part  of  the  road,  are  at 
present  entirely  unsettled  :  and  it  is  impracticable  to  state  the  amount 
actually  expended  and  due  to  the  present  time.  But  before  the  close 
of  the  present  year,  the  whole  may  be  liquidated  and  paid.  And  it  is 
hoped  that  a  perfect  statement  may  be  made  in  the  next  report. 

On  the  3 1st  of  December,  1841,  the  following  sums  have  been  paid 
on  account  of  this  road. 

For  preliminary  surveys  and  miscellaneous  expenses 
and  payments  from  18*5  to  April  23,  J 840,  (the 
time  of  the  contract  with  the  Western  Rail-road 
Corporation,) 18,136  58 
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Since  April  23,  1S40  : 

For    engineering,   superintendence, 

instruments,  &,c. 
For  land  damages,    .... 

"   fencing,     ..... 

"  depot  lands,       .... 

11  grading,  bridging  and  masonry, 

"  superstructure,  viz.  iron,  ac- 
count,    .         .         .  119,947  96 

"      timber,  labor,  Slc.  for  do.  36,776  4S 


"  depot  buildings,  aqueducts,  &c.   . 
"  miscellaneous  expenses,  salaries,  &c. 
"  interest  since  April  23,  1840, 

"  paid  towards  Sinking  Fund, 

Total  payments  to  Dec.  31,  1841,     . 


2(5,767   16 

85,985  93 

4,027  48 

22,622  60 

411,352  11 


156,724  44 
4,152  97 
9,919  75 

13,287,  42 


734,^39  86 

70,000  00 

8822,976  44 


The  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation  from 
January  1,  1841,  to  January  1,  1842,  as  stated  by  the  treasurer's 
account,  are  as  follows,  viz.  : 


Receipts  for  1841. 

Balance  of  Sixth  Annual  Account,  January  1st,  1841, 

260 

270 

260 

440 

7,930 

66,065 

139,490 

135,695 

68,790 

65,715 


Receiv 
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$32,640  76 


484,915 
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Received    for   pledge  of  State  scrip, 

&c.  per  notes  payable,    .     1,141,080  55 
"  from  transportation  depart- 

ment,    ....        177,062  25 


for  exchange  drawn  against 

scrip  unsold,  .         .        175,823  54 

for  State  scrip  sold  at  par,         22,222  22 


for  rents  and  land  sold,      .  1,506  03 

for  sale  of  rails  to  Worces- 
ter R.  Road  Corporation,  4,209  78 


1,319,042  80 


198,045  76 


5,715  81 


"  balance  due  to  sundry  accounts  for  sale  of 

shares,  ......  955  64 

Increase  of  contingent  fund  by  amount  carried  to  de- 
ferred account, 1,095  87 


82,042,411  64 


Expenditures. 

Amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses,      .  9,360  77 
"           "      "  construction,  including 

iron,         .         .         .  608,281  31 
"      "  engineer  department,    .  20,843  78 
"      "  land  damages,       .         .  2,621  30 
"      "  depot  lands,          .         .  3,687 
"          "      "  engines  and  cars,           .  151,610  21 
"      "  depot  buildings,    .         .  38,757  40 
"          "      "  expenses  of  transporta- 
tion department,        .  113,714  23 
<•      "  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road  Co.  392,675  38 
"          "      "  interest   on    bonds  and 

notes,        .         .         .  167,207  41 

"      "  City  Bank,  .         .         .  111,654  83 
"          "      "  Baring,  Brothers  &,  Co. 

Liverpool,          .         .  36,624  37 
"      u  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co. 

London,  .         .         .  222,222  22 
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Amount  paid  sundry  outstanding  drafts  of 
1840,    in   favor    of   con- 
tractors, .         .         .     51,656  73 
"           "    George  W.  Whistler,  a^ent 

moving  power,        .         .       1,400  85 


Balance  to  new  account, 


1,932,407  79 
110,003  85 

82,042,411  64 


The  balance  consists  of 
Cash,        .... 
Agent  of  Transportation, 
George  Bliss,  agent, 
Deferred  account,     . 
Notes  receivable, 
Addison  Ware, 
S.  O.  Russell,  . 


Less 

Balance  engineer's  account, 
"        agent  moving  power, 
"        exchange  account, 


2,028  29 
25,747  89 
78,594  70 


631,924  58 

34,828  88 

1,392  55 

82,775 

64,872  34 

431  96 

149  42 

$216,374  73 


106,370  88 


$110,003  85 


Assessments. 

To  enable  the  corporation  to  avail  themselves  of  the  grants  of  State 
scrip,  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1841,  "  to  complete  the  construction  " 
of  the  road,  they  were  required  to  lay  4  additional  assessments  upon 
the  stock  of  the  company,  of  five  dollars  each,  and  to  collect  specific 
amounts  upon  each,  from  the  private  stockholders.  These  4  assess- 
ments were  all  laid,  prior  to  January  1st,  IS42;  the  required  amounts 
had  then  been  collected  upon  two  of  them,  and  the  others  were  in 
course  of  collection, 

9 
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At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  12   assessments  of  $5  each  had   been 
laid,  amounting  to       .  .  .  .  .  $1,800  000 

And  the   following  sums  had    been  collected   upon 


them,  viz  . 

on  the  1st  assessment, 

$150,000 

a 

2d 

<( 

150  000 

tt 

3d 

it 

149,445 

tt 

4th 
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149,420 
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149,445 

a 

6th 

tt 
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143,945 

tt 

9th 

it 

139,490 

tt 

10th 
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135,695 

it 

11th 

ft 

68,790 

it 

12th 

if 

65,715 

1 ,597  825 


Leaving  balance  then  due  and  uncollected,  .  $202,175 

This    balance  includes  the   11th   and   12th  assess- 
ments upon  shares  owned  by  the  State,  amounting  to  $100,000 
These  two   assessments  were  payable  on  the   1st  and  2d  of  De- 
cember, and  were  rapidly  collecting  on  the  1st  instant. 

Since  that  period,  the   following  additional  sums   have  been  collect- 
ed on  these  12  assessments,  viz  : 

On  the  9th  assessment,       .  .  $10  00 

"   10th  "  .  .  1,640  00 

"  I lth  "  .  .  14,580  00 

"   12th  "  .  .  15,S60  00  32,090  00 

and  the  assessments  due  from  the   State  on   the  11th 

and  12th,  have  now  become  payable, 


Total  collected  since  1st  inst.  and  due  from  the  State, 
Add  amount  received  before  1st  of  January, 

Total  on  12  assessments  and  due  from  the  State, 
Leaving  due  at  this  date,  from  private  stockholders, 


100,000  00 

$132,090  00 
1,597  825  00 

$1,729,915  00 
$70,085  00 


Until  very  recently,  the  undersigned  had  not  supposed  that  any  far- 
ther assessments  would  be  necessaiy  to  complete  the  road.  The  scrip 
of  the  State  and  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  first 
12  assessments  were  confidently  relied   upon  for   this  object.     But  it 
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has  been  found  impracticable  to  sell  that  scrip  at  its  par  value.  The 
novel  and  dangerous  doctrines  advanced  by  some  of  the  States,  in  re- 
ference to  the  validity  of  this  kind  of  security,  and  the  refusal  or  neg- 
lect of  others  to  meet  the  interest  upon  their  debts,  have,  during  the 
whole  of  the  past  year,  operated  abroad  to  discredit  and  depress  the 
price  of  all  State  stocks,  indiscriminately,  and  to  prevent  sales,  except 
at  a  ruinous  sacrifice.  The  condition  of  the  money  market,  both 
abroad  and  at  home,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  currency  of  the 
country,  have  aided  to  produce  the  same  result  here.  In  addition,  the 
late  United  States  loan  was  offered  upon  terms  more  favorable  to  capi- 
talists than  those  of  our  State  scrip.  The  undersigned  have  never 
sold  or  offered,  either  the  scrip  of  the  State,  or  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
below  par.  Ever  regardful  of  the  credit  and  character  of  both,  as 
of  their  own,  they  could  not  consent  to  take  any  course  which  might 
injuriously  affect  either,  unless  in  the  last  extremity.  Besides,  although 
the  scrip  might  have  been  thrown  upon  the  market,  and  sold  at  a 
sacrifice,  to  meet  the  immediate  wants  of  the  company,  those  wants 
would  only  have  been  postponed.  The  injury  to  the  State  would 
have  been  consummated,  and  still  the  deficiency,  thus  created  in  the 
resources  of  the  company,  must  be  supplied  from  some  other  source. 

The  undersigned  could  thus  see  only  the  alternative  of  assessments 
to  supply  present  wants,  or  a  serious  loss  upon  the  scrip,  and  similar 
assessments,  at  a  future  time,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  thus  pro- 
duced. Upon  this  question,  they  could  not  doubt;  and  they  promptly 
resolved  upon,  and  laid  two  additional  assessments,  of  ten  dollars  each, 
payable  severally  on  the  20th  inst.  and  on  the  1st  of  February  next. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  they  appealed  to  the  patriotism  and  liberal- 
ity, as  well  as  to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders.  And  they  are  happy 
to  add,  that  this  call  has  been  responded  to  with  great  cheerfulness, 
and  that  there  has  been  already  paid  upon  these  two  assessments,  the 
sum  of  $114,680. 

Slate  Scrip. 

The  grants  of  State  scrip  to  the  corporation,  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  are  as  follows: 

By  the  act  of  February  21,  1S38,    .             .  .           $2,100  000 

March  23,  1831),        .              .  1,200  000 

March  18,  1841,        .             .  .                700  000 

Total, $4,000  000 
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Of  this  scrip,  there  had  been  received  by  the  company,  on  the  31st 
of  December  last,  the  amount  of  .  .     $3,700  000  00 

Of  this,  there  had  been  sold  in  England,  at  from 
par  to  4  per  cent,  advance,  an  amount  producing  the 
sum  of  .  .  .  .     $1,485,777  78 

Sinking  Fund. 

The  amount  of  the  principal  of  this  fund  paid  by  the  treasurer 
to  the  commissioners,   up  to  December  31st,  1840,  was  $138,462  02- 

Previous  to  that  time  sales  to  a  limited  amount  had  been  made,  but 
the  accounts  of  sales  not  having  then  come  to  hand,  the  payment  to 
the  fund  resulting  from  them  was  necessarily  deferred.  This  has  been 
made  since  the  31st  of  December  last,  and  will  appear  in  the  next 
report. 

No  sales  of  State  scrip  having  been  made  during  the  last  year,  noth- 
ing farther  has  been  added  to  the  fund  from  that  source. 

The  other  source  of  income  for  this  fund,  is  one  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  State  loan,  to  be  paid  from  the  accruing  income  of  the 
road,  "  after  the  road  should  be  opened  for  use."  As  the  last  section  of  it 
was  opened  October  4,  1841,  the  payments  on  this  account  are  to  be 
made  from  that  date, — and  upon  the  amounts  of  State  scrip  then  re- 
ceived, and  upon  further  portions  of  it,  as  received. 

These  payments  being  to  be  made  from  the  income  of  the  road, 
which  is  first  chargeable  with  the  expenses  of  the  transportation  de- 
partment, and  with  such  portion  of  the  interest  account,  as  is  not 
properly  chargeable  to  construction  account,  or  capital,  it  has  not  been 
found  practicable  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  general  accounts,  to 
ascertain  what  amount,  if  any,  is  to  be  added  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
from  income  accruing  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1842.  The  whole 
will  be  adjusted  and  stated  in  the  next  report. 

Transportation  Department. 

The  receipts  on  transportation  account,   from  January  1st  to  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1841,  are  as  follows: 

For  transportation  of  passengers,  $113,841  85 

"  "     merchandize,  64,467  14 

"     mail,  4,000  00 

$182,308  99 
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The  expenditures  of  this   department 

for  the  same  period,  were  : 
For  repairs  of  road,         .  .         .     $20,207  86 

"  engines  and  cars,  .        16,979  24 

"  miscellaneous  expenses, 
including  all  not  specified,  .         .        67,619  46 

104,806  56 


The  balance  shows  the  net  receipts  for  the  year,         .         $77,502  43 


The  annexed  table  exhibits  these  receipts  and  expenses,  and  also  the 
distances  run  by  the  engines,  monthly. 

The  whole  distance  run  by  the  trains  during  the  year, 

was,  160,106  miles. 

The  expenses  being  $104,806  56  for  160,106  miles  run,  give  65  46-100 
cents  per  mile  run. 

THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
JOHN  HENSHAW, 
WILLIAM  JACKSON, 
JOHN  W.  LINCOLN, 
PARKER  L.  HALL, 
NATHAN  CARRUTM, 
EL1AS  IIASKET  DERBY, 
JOHN  HOWARD, 
ABRAHAM  T.  LOWE, 

Directors. 
Boston,  January  29,  1842. 


Suffolk,  ss.     January  31,  1842. 

Sworn  to,  before  me, 


ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Permanent  Contract  of  Transportation  with   the   Albany  and  West 
Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company. 

This  indenture  and  contract  of  transportation,  made  this  eighteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  by  and  between  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  rail-road  com- 
pany, a  corporation  established  in  the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Western  rail-road  corporation,  a  corporation  established 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth — 

That,  whereas  the  rail-roads  constructed  and  now  constructing, 
under  the  respective  charters  of  the  parties  hereto,  within  the  said 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  form  a  junction  with  each 
other  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  said  States,  and  at  the  western 
boundary  of  the  town  of  West  Stockbridge ;  and  whereas  it  has  been 
heretofore  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  and  the  mayor,  alder- 
men and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Albany,  that  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  should,  under  the  charter,  and  by  the  direction  of  the 
officers,  of  the  party  of  the  first  part,  construct  and  open  for  use,  the 
said  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  rail-road,  and  that  the  said  mayor,  al- 
dermen and  commonalty  should  issue  and  deliver  to  the  party  of  the 
second  part  the  bonds  or  scrip  of  the  city  of  Albany,  to  the  amount  of 
one  million  of  dollars,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  road;  and 
which  bonds  should  be  made  payable,  one  quarter  part  thereof  in 
amount,  in  twenty-five  years,  one  half  part  thereof  in  thirty  years,  and 
the  residue  in  thirty-five  years  from  the  dates  thereof,  respectively,  with 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually, 
on  the  first  days  of  January  and  July, — the  principal  and  interest  to  be 
payable  at  the  office  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  in  Boston,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts;  and  whereas  it  has  been  further  agreed,  by 
and  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  during  the  continuance  of  the 
charter  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  or  any  renewal  or  extension  of  the 
same,  the  party  of  the  second  part  should  have  the  exclusive  control  of 
and  right  of  transportation  over  said  road,  and  that  the  party  of  the 
first  part  should  execute  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  such  leases, 
contracts  of  transportation,  or  other  conveyances,  from  time  to  time, 
as  might  be  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  the  said  objects;  and  that 
said  party  of  the  second  part  should  provide  and  run  the  said  road  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  public,  and  as  a  rent  or  compensation  for 
the  use  thereof,  should  punctually  pay  the  interest  on  the  said  bonds 
according  to  the  tenor  thereof: 
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Therefore,  in  order  to  carry  into  fall  effect  all  the  contracts,  agree- 
ments, and  stipulations  aforesaid,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  the  covenants  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part  hereinafter  contained,  as  well  as  of  ten  dollars  paid  by  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  do  by  these  presents,  grant,  lease,  and  demise 
unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
the  whole  of  the  said  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  rail-road,  extend- 
ing from  any  part  of  the  city  of  Albany  to  the  line  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  as  the  same  is  now  located  or  shall  be  hereafter 
located  and  constructed,  together  with  all  the  lands,  depots, 
buildings,  tracks,  fixtures,  property,  rights,  privileges,  and  fran- 
chises thereto  appertaining  and  belonging,  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter be  procured  or  purchased  by,  or  be  granted,  appertain  or 
belong  to  the  said  road,  or  to  the  said  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge 
Rail-road  Company  ;  with  the  full  right  and  privilege  of  using  the  said 
road,  depots,  and  other  property,  and  rights,  with  cars,  engines,  or 
other  motive  power,  or  to  permit  and  authorize  others  so  to  use  the 
same,  in  any  way  which  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  their  suc- 
cessors or  assigns  may  from  time  to  time  elect .  and  as  folly  and  freely 
as  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  might  or  could  do  under  their  char- 
ter and  the  additions  thereto.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  rail-road, 
as  the  same  is  now  located  or  shall  be  hereafter  located  and  constructed, 
and  all  the  said  lands,  depots,  and  other  property,  rights,  privileges, 
and  franchises,  whether  now  acquired  or  hereafter  to  be  procured,  unto 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  for  and 
during  the  full  term  of  the  continuance  of  the  charter  of  the  party  of 
the  first  part,  and  any  renewals  or  extension  of  the  same,  and  as  fully 
and  freely,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
might  or  could  have,  enjoy  and  use  the  same  under  their  charter,  and 
the  additions  thereto  and  renewals  of  the  same  ; — subject,  however,  to  a 
mortgage  of  the  said  road,  lands,  depots,  and  other  property,  and  rights 
heretofore  made  by  the  party  of  the  first  part  to  the  said  mayor,  alder- 
men and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Albany,  to  secure  the  final  payment 
of  the  said  bonds,  of  one  million  of  dollars  and  the  interest  thereon, 
from  time  to  time  accruing,  which  said  mortgage  bears  date  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one  ; — and  subject  also  to  any  future  mortgage  of  the  said  premises 
by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  to  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  common- 
alty, pursuant  to  articles  of  agreement  between  them  and  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  bearing  date  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one 
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And  to  enable  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  beneficially  to  enjoy 
and  improve  the  said  granted  property,  rights   and  privileges,  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  hereby  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  the  said 
party  of  the   second  part,  their  attorneys  irrevocable,  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  use  the  name  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  in  and  about 
the  construction,  repair,  management  and  running  of  the  said  Albany 
and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  and   all   the  property,  rights,  privi- 
leges, and   franchises  which  may  now  or  at  any  future  time,  appertain 
or  belong  thereto  ;  with  the  right  and  power  to  establish,  receive  and 
collect  tolls,  fares,  rates  of  compensation,  and  rents  for  the  use  of  said 
road  and  other  property,  or  for  the  transportation  of  persons,  merchan- 
dize, mails,  and  every  description  of  property  upon  and  over  said  road, 
and  any  part  thereof,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  their  successors  and  assigns;  and  to  make  any  contracts, 
covenants,  or  agreements  'proper  and  necessary  for  all  the  purposes 
herein  provided  for,  with  any  persons  or  corporations  whatever  in  the 
name  of  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  under  their  corporate  seal  or 
otherwise.     And  generally  to  do  and  perform  all  other  acts  and  things 
in  the  premises  which  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  might  lawfully  do; 
with  full   power  and  authority  also  to  use  the  name  of  the  party  of  the 
first  part  in  and  about   any  proceedings  at  law  or  in  equity,  which  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part  may  judge  necessary  or  expedient  in  and 
about  all  the  business  and  proceedings  aforesaid,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
fully  securing  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  the  quiet  and  beneficial  enjoyment,  possession  and  use  of  the 
said  road  and  of  all  the  property,  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  hereby 
granted,  secured  and  demised,  or  for  any  other  purpose  consistent  with 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  indenture :  and  with  the  right,  for 
all  the  purposes  aforesaid,  from  time  to   time  to  substitute  and  appoint 
one  or  more  attorneys  under  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  the 
same  at  pleasure  to  revoke. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  that 
they  will,  during  the  term  in  which  the  provisions  of  this  indenture 
shall  be  in  force,  at  all  times,  continue  and  preserve  the  legal  organiza- 
tion of  the  said  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company : 
will  hold  such  meetings,  pass  such  votes,  appoint  all  such  officers,  and 
confer  upon  them  all  such  powers,  keep  such  records  of  their  proceed- 
ings, make  such  reports  to  the  Legislature  or  otherwise  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  law,  and  do  all  such  other   acts,  as  may  be  necessary  and 
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proper  to  carry  into  full  effect  all  the  objects  and  provisions  of  this 
indenture ;  and  that  they  will  on  reasonable  demand,  hereafter  give 
such  other  assurances  as  may  be  necessary  therefor. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  in  consideration  of  the  premises 
and  of  the  covenants  and  agreements  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
herein  contained,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  that  as  a  rent  or  compensation 
for  the  use  of  said  road  and  all  the  property,  rights  and  privileges  hereby 
granted  and  demised,  they  will  punctually  pay  the  interest  upon  the 
said  bonds  of  the  city  of  Albany  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of  dollars, 
according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  as  the  same  shall  fall  due :  that  after 
applying  to  the  said  bonds  the  proceeds  of  the  sinking  fund  established 
therefor  in  pursuance  of  said  contracts  between  the  parties  hereto 
and  the  city  of  Albany,  they  will  pay  any  balance  which  may  be  due 
upon  said  bonds,  when  they  shall  severally  become  due  and  payable: 
that  they  will  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  finish  the  construction 
of  the  said  rail-road,  with  at  least  a  single  track  throughout,  and  with 
the  necessary  depots  and  accommodations,  and  open  the  same  for  use, 
and  will  furnish  and  equip  the  same  for  business  thereou  ;  that  there- 
after, for  and  during  the  full  term  of,  the  continuance  of  the  charter  of 
the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  any  renewals  or  extension  of  the  same, 
they  will  keep  the  said  road  repaired,  furnished  and  equipped  for  use, 
to  a  reasonable  extent,  and  will  continue  to  use  and  run  the  same,  for 
the  transportation  of  passengers  and  merchandize,  and  for  the  general 
accommodation  of  the  public.  And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
further  covenant  and  agree,  that  if  the  southern  part  of  the  New  York 
and  Albany  Rail-road  shall  hereafter  be  constructed  and  opened  for  use 
so  far  as  to  unite  the  same  with  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Groat's  at  Chatham  Four  Corners,  in  the 
county  of  Columbia,  the  party  of  the  second  part  will,  at  their  option, 
either  permit  the  New  York  and  Albany  Rail-road  Company,  upon 
payment  of  a  reasonable  sum  therefor,  to  use,  with  their  engines  and 
cars,  the  part  of  said  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  between 
the  point  of  junction  and  Greenbush  ;  the  same  to  be  so  done  as  not  to 
interfere  with  or  interrupt  the  regular  trains  or  business  of  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  or  will  transport  the  passengers  and  merchandize  of 
the  regular  trains  of  the  New  York  and  Albany  Rail-road  Company, 
over  said  road,  on  as  favorable  terms  as  the  average  of  those  upon  which 
passengers  and  similar  merchandize  are,  for  the  time  being,  transported 
in  a  similar  manner,  over  the  rail-road  between  Worcester  and  said  point 
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of  junction  :  and  without  any  further  delay  than  may  be  necessary  to 
avoid  collision  with  the  trains  of  the  party  of  the  second  party  upon 
said  road  :  The  said  New  York  and  Albany  Rail-road  Company  pro- 
viding cars  therefor  to  avoid  trans-shipment  at  the  point  of  junction, 
the  same  to  be  returned  to  them  in  a  reasonable  time,  either  empty  or 
loaded  as  the  running  and  business  may  require.  Provided,  that  if  the 
said  point  of  junction  shall  not  be  at  a  regular  station  of  the  Albany 
and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  the  said  New  York  and  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  shall  furnish  at  said  junction  and  permit  the  party  of  the 
second  part  to  occupy  and  use,  free  of  charge,  sufficient  buildings  and 
accommodations  for  their  engines  and  other  apparatus,  necessary  and 
convenient  for  such  transportation.  And  in  case  of  any  disagreement 
in  executing  these  provisions,  the  matter  in  issue  shall  be  decided  by 
three  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

And  it  is  understood  and  agreed  that  the  provisions  of  the  two  con- 
tracts heretofore  made  between  the  parties  hereto,  and  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  Albany,  shall  remain  in  full  force,  so  far  as  the  same  are 
not  altered  hereby.  In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  to  this 
and  one  other  indenture  of  even  tenor  and  date,  caused  their  respective 
corporate  seals  to  be  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  signed  by  Marcus  T. 
Reynolds,  President  of  said  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road 
Company,  and  by  George  Bliss,  Agent  of  said  Western  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, thereto  severally  authorized  by  votes,  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written  :  each  party  having  a  part. 

Seal  of  the 
MARCUS  T.  REYNOLDS,  Albany  and  West  Stock- 

President,  fyc.  bridge  R.  R.  Co. 

THE  WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD  Seal  of  the 

CORPORATION,  by  The  Western  Rail-road 
GEORGE  BLISS,  Corporation. 

Agent. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Western  Rail-road 
Corporation,  duly  held  in  Boston,  November  11,  1841;  this  agree- 
ment was  read  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  sealed  with  the  seal  of 
said  corporation,  and  signed  and  delivered  in  its  behalf  by  George 
Bliss,  its  Agent, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING,   Clerk. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge 
Rail-road  Company,  held  in  Albany,  November  18,  1841 ;  this  con- 
tract of  transportation  was  read,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the  same  be 
approved  and  signed  in  duplicate  and  delivered  by  Marcus  T.  Rey- 
nolds, the  President  of  the  company,  and  that  the  seal  of  the  company 
be  affixed  thereto. 

S.  CHEEVER,  Secretary. 

State  of  New  York,  Albany  County,  ss. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1841,  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me,  Marcus  T.  Reynolds,  Esq.,  and  George 
Bliss,  to  me  well  known  as  the  individuals  described  in,  and  who  exe- 
cuted, the  within  deed, — the  former  as  President  of  the  Albany  and  West 
Stockbridge  Rail-road  Company,  and  the  latter  as  the  Agent  of  the 
Western  Rail-road  Corporation  ;  and  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  they  did 
depose  and  say  that  they  severally  executed  the  said  deed  in  the 
characters  by  which  they  are  described,  and  that  the  seals  impressed 
on  the  said  deed  are  the  common  seals  of  the  respective  parties,  and 
were  affixed  by  their  order. 

J.  LANSING,  First  Judge 
of  Albany  Common  Pleas,  Counsellor,  Sfc. 

Recorded  November  19,  1841,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  Rensselaer 
county,  clerk's  office,  in  book  of  deeds,  No.  54,  page  394,  395,  396  and 
397 

LELAND  CRANDALL,  Clerk. 

Recorded  December  9,  1841,  at  10J  o'clock,  A.  M.  in  Columbia 
county  clerk's  office,  in  deeds  E.  E.  at  pages  526,  527,  528  and  529. 

J.  A.  VAN  VALKENBURGH,  Clerk. 
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REPORT 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND  OF  THE 
WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD  CORPORATION. 


The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 
in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  statute  of  March  13,  1839, 
submit  the  following  Report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year — 
of  the  amount  and  condition  of  the  said  fund,  and  of  the  income  of  the 
several  parts  thereof. 

There  have  been  received  for  this  fund  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
Western  Rail-road  Corporation  : 

In  1839, $115,528  29 

"  1840,         ......  22,933  73 

Interest  in  1839,         .  .  .  3,289  46 

"       "  1840,         .  .  .  7,237  06 


$10,526  52 

Deduct  for  ledger  and  journal, 

27  63 

10,498  89 

Total  amount  of  the  fund  January  1. 

, 1841, 

$148,960  91 

Received  for  interest  and  dividends  i 

n  1841,   $9,028  71 

Less  paid  for  printing  application 

blanks,            6  06 

9,022  65 

Total  January  1,  1842, 

$157,983  56 

The  investments  are, 

On  mortgages, 

.       $125,100  00 

Notes  with  collateral* 

11,604  46 

192  shares  Providence  Rail-road  stock,        18,279  10 

Town  of  Gloucester, 

3,000  00 

$157,983  56 

*  Lowell  Rail-road  Stock,   #5,000— Worcester  do.  do.  #900— Massachusetts  Sterling- 
Bonds#  5,704  46.  5 
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If  there  be  added  to  this,  the   interest   accrued,  but  not  due,  it  will 
amount  on  the  1st  January.  1842,  to  8159,563  39. 

DAVID  WILDER, 
JOSIAH  QUIXCY,  Jr. 

Commissioners. 


Senate,  Jan.  29,  1842. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Railways  and  Canals. 
Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

CHAS.  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives*  Jan.  29,  1842. 

Concurred  as  amended,   by  ordering   the   Committee  to  cause  the 
Report  to  be  printed. 

Sent    up  for  concurrence. 

L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk. 
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©otmuoutocaltf)  of  JWassartmsrtts* 


The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Railways  and  Canals,  to  whom 
were  committed  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion— of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  Corporation — of  the  Norwich 
and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation — of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Corporation — of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation 
p- of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation — of  the  New  Bedford 
and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation — of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road Corporation — of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail -road  Corporation — 
of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Corporation — of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration— of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail -road  Corporation — the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail- 
road Company — and  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation — Report  the  subjoined 
order. 

Per  order, 

J.  G.  ABBOTT,  Chairman. 


In  Senate,  February  2,  1843. 

Ordered, — That  the  aforesaid  Reports  and  Documents  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Legislature. 


Senate,  Feb.  2,  1843. 

Read  and  accepted. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

LEWIS  JOSSELYN,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  3,  1843. 
Concurred, 

L.  S.  CUSHING,  Clerk. 
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SEVETNH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

DIRECTORS    OF  THE    WESTERN    RAIL-ROAD 
CORPORATION 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE,  JANUARY,  1843. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  last  year,  the  whole  line  of  road 
between  Worcester  and  the  Hudson  river,  had  been  so  far  completed, 
as  to  be  opened  for  use,  with  the  exception  of  about  fifteen  miles  be- 
tween the  line  of  the  State  and  Chatham,  and  the  depot  at  Greenbush, 
with  the  track  immediately  adjoining  it.  At  that  time,  under  a  lease 
from  the  Hudson  company,  the  corresponding  part  of  their  road  was 
used  by  this  company,  and  this,  with  a  temporary  depot  at  Greenbush, 
had  enabled  them  to  establish  and  maintain  regular  daily  trains  through- 
out the  whole  line.  This  unfinished  part  of  the  Albany  and  West 
Stockbridge  road  was  then  grading,  and  the  undersigned  have  pleasure 
in  stating,  that  it  was  opened  for  use  on  the  12th  of  September  last. 

The  permanent  depot  at  Greenbush  has  been  so  far  completed,  as  to 
be  occupied  for  the  passenger  trains,  and  a  communication  has  been  es- 
tablished between  that  point  and  the  Albany  shore,  by  means  of  an 
efficient  and  commodious  steam  ferry-boat,  owned  by  the  company. 

The  merchandize  depot  house,  and  one  or  two  other  buildings  at  the 
Greenbush  station,  are  yet  unfinished,  but  the  work  is  well  advanced  ; 
and  these  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  on  the  opening  of  the  spring 
business. 

During  the  year,  new  depots  have  been  established  at  Russell,  on  the 
Western  road,  and  at  Canaan  and  East  Chatham  on  the  new  part  of 
the  Albany  road  ;  and  the  buildings  are  now  erected  at  all  the  interior 
stations. 

The  extended  business  of  the  road  proved  the  depot  accommodations 
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so  greatly  inadequate,  that  the  directors  have  been  obliged  to  make 
large  additions  at  some  of  the  stations.  At  the  Springfield  station  about 
3  3-4  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  during  the  year,  and  about 
1  5-8  miles  of  depot  and  turnout  tracks  laid  down.  An  addition  has 
been  made  to  the  passenger  house,  containing  a  spacious  refreshment 
room  ;  and  a  new  repair-shop  is  now  erecting.  An  additional  freight- 
house  has  been  erected  at  Westfield,  connected  with  the  business  on  the 
New  Haven  and  Northampton  canal ;  and  one  for  the  increasing  busi- 
ness at  Chester  Village.  The  economy  of  covering  the  wood  was  so 
apparent,  that  large  additions  have  been  made  for  this  object,  in  many 
parts  of  the  line,  and  still  further  expenditures  for  this  purpose  are 
deemed  necessary.  A  new  turnout  track  has  also  been  laid  down  at 
Middlefield,  for  the  safety  and  accommodation  of  the  trains  in  passing 
the  mountain  division,  and  for  the  reception  of  wood  at  that  point. 

The  business  at  the  State  line  station,  especially  as  connected  with 
the  Hudson  and  Housatonic  Roads,  will  require  a  freight-house,  and 
perhaps  other  erections  at  that  point,  during  the  present  year. 

The  pressure  of  the  opening  business  at  Greenbush  very  early  satis- 
fied the  officers  of  the  company,  that  the  original  estimates  for  the 
lands,  buildings,  and  other  accommodations  at  that  station,  were  greatly 
inadequate  ;  and  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  increase  them  by 
large  additions  in  every  department.  The  provision  there  is  now  be- 
lieved to  be  sufficient  for  any  amount  of  business  which  is  likely  to 
offer  for  many  years.  The  freight-house — directly  upon  the  Hudson 
river — is  420  feet  by  90,  and  it  has,  on  one  of  its  longest  sides,  a  navi- 
gable canal,  which  extends  to  a  creek  in  the  rear,  separating  it  from 
the  main  land.  Over  this  creek  is  a  bridge,  with  a  span  of  202  feet, 
having  on  it  two  rail-road  tracks,  and  one  passage  for  common  car- 
riages. A  direct  and  cheap  intercourse  is  thus  provided,  with  the  canal 
and  river  craft,  for  any  extent  of  business  which  can  be  anticipated 
from  these  sources,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  whole  is  as  easily  ac- 
cessable  to  the  business  of  Albany,  as  a  commodious  ferry,  against  the 
centre  of  the  city,  can  render  it,  and  with  the  business  east  of  the  river 
by  means  of  the  bridge. 

The  Troy  and  Greenbush  Rail-road,  now  in  construction  and  to  be 
opened  the  present  year,  has  its  southern  termination  on  the  east  margin 
of  the  creek  and  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  bridge  ;  thus  giving  to  the 
business  of  Troy,  and  that  which  concentrates  there  from  the  north 
and  west,  the  greatest  possible  facilities  for  communication  with  both 
our  passenger  and  merchandize  depots.     The  spacious  docks,  fronting 
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on  the  river,  give  ample  accommodations  for  the  passenger  and   mer- 
chandize steamboats  plying  between  New  York  and  Albany  and  Troy. 

Should  an  increase  of  business  from  these  or  any  other  sources,  at 
any  future  time  recommend  it,  extensive  wharves  and  buildings  may  be 
constructed  on  land  of  the  company,  upon  the  margin  of  the  creek, 
easily  accessible  for  boats  on  the  one  side,  and  by  trains  of  cars  on  the 
other.  This  location  will  be  admirably  adapted  to  the  trade  in  coal, 
iron,  lumber,  plaster,  and  other  heavy  articles,  not  requiring  storage  in 
the  principal  freight-house  ;  and  the  land  has  been  graded  above  high 
water,  in  reference  to  these  objects.  The  total  length  of  dockage  on 
|  the  river,  canal  and  creek,  now  and  prospectively,  accessible  for  river 
and  canal  craft,  is  about  1600  feet. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  large  provision  originally  made  for  engines 
and  cars,  the  estimate  for  which  had  already  been  considerably  exceeded, 
the  supply  of  both,  unexpectedly  proved  insufficient  during  the  pressure 
of  the  produce  business  from  the  Erie  Canal  the  past  season. 

The  estimate  for  these  items,  made,  however,  without  any  certain 
data  or  experience  upon  which  to  base  it,  was  8450,000, — and  there 
were,  during  the  season,  equal  to  500  four-wheeled  cars  of  this  com- 
pany, and  200  or  more  belonging  to  the  Worcester  Company,  engaged 
in  the  business  between  Boston  and  Albany.  But,  for  two  or  three 
months,  many  more  cars  might  have  been  used  to  great  advantage. 

If  the  supply  could  always  be  distributed  where  wanted,  a  less  num-' 
ber  might  be  sufficient.  But  it  often  happens,  that,  when  needed  at  one 
end,  or  on  one  portion  of  the  line,  they  have  necessarily  just  been  ac- 
cumulated elsewhere.  This  often  occasions  the  necessity  of  hastily 
returning  the  cars  empty ;  thereby  materially  increasing  the  expenses 
of  transportation.  The  great  excess  of  merchandize  going  East  has 
much  enhanced  this  difficulty  the  past  year.  It  is,  however,  proper  to 
add,  that  a  temporary  inconvenience  in  this  respect  has  been  caused  by 
the  want  of  accommodations  at  the  Greenbush  depot,  which  required 
merchandize  to  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received,  and  that  the  provis- 
ions at  the  new  depot  will,  the  present  year,  obviate  the  inconvenience 
thus  far. 

True  economy  however,  requires  that  the  equipment  both  of  cars 
and  engines  should  be  ample.  And  an  order  has  now  been  given  to 
increase  the  joint-stock  of  merchandize  cars  of  both  companies  to  a 
number,  at  least  equal  to  1000  short  or  4  wheeled  cars  :  the  whole  to 
be  with  8  wheels.  Of  these,  about  80  eight-wheeled  cars  are  to  be 
provided  by  this  company. 
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Measures  are  also  in  progress  for  increasing  very  materially  the  en- 
gines of  the  company,  early  the  coming  season.  One  has  just  heen 
received,  and  two  more  are  nearly  ready  for  delivery.  These  will 
make  the  supply  eleven  engines  of  20  tons  each,  one  of  16,  one  of  15, 
and  fourteen  of  10  tons,— in  all  27. 

Two  new  passenger  cars,  each  50  feet  long,  and  with  smaller  saloons 
for  ladies,  have  also  been  lately  put  upon  the  road. 

STATISTICS  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 

The  statistics  required  by  law  in  the  report,  after  the  road  is  opened 
for  use,  are  hereto  subjoined,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  its  construction. 
And  the  undersigned  add,  also,  in  this  connection,  other  data,  which 
may  prove  useful  or  convenient  for  future  reference. 

The  length  of  the  Western  Rail-road  is  as  follows,  viz  :  From  its 
junction  with  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Road,  near  the  depot  of  this 
company,  in  Worcester,  to  the   east  abutment  of  the  Connecticut  river 

Ml.     Ft. 

bridge,  is  54.3680  or     54.697 

From  thence  to  the  line  of  New  York,  -  -     63.0568    "     63.107 


Total, 117.4248  or  117.804 

The  length  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge 
Road,  from  the  State  line  to  the  face  of  the 
Greenbush  dock  at  the  Hudson  river,  is         -     38.1180  or     38.224 


Total  of  both  roads  made  by  this  company,  156.148  or  156.028 

The  length  of  the  Worcester  road  from  their  pas- 
senger depot  in  Boston,  to  its  junction  with  the 
Western,  is  -  -  -  -  -       44.320    "     44.060 


Total  from  the   depot  in  Boston  to  the  Hudson 

river,  -----     200.468    "  200.089 

Add  from  Greenbush  dock  to  Albany  shore,      -      1.415  268 


Total  from  depot  in  Boston  to  do.  ms.  200.1883ft.  "  200.357 
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ELEVATIONS. 

For  these,  the  base  line  of  the  Worcester  company  is  assumed,  it 
being  the  grade  of  that  road,  across  the  mill-dam  basin  in  Boston,  and 
the  following  are  the  elevations  above  that  base  line. 

The  depot  of  this  company  at  Worcester, 

The  Charlton  summit  (between  Worcester  and  the  Con- 
necticut river,  ..... 

The  depot  at  Springfield,         -  .  .  . 

The  summit  in  Washington  (between  the  Connecticut 
and  Hudson  rivers,)  .... 

The  track  at  the  State  line,      -  - 

The  summit  in  Canaan  (between  the  State  line  and 
Greenbush,)  ..... 

The  depot  in  Greenbush,         .... 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  summit  in  Washington  is  the 
highest  elevation  of  the  road,  and  that  this  is  above 
the  depot  at  Worcester,       979.68     " 

«  "  Springfield,    1.385.60     " 

«  "  «  Greenbush,    1.430.40     " 

and  above  the   base  line  of  the  Worcester  road,  in 
Boston,        ......    1.456.51     " 

PLANES. 

Upon  the  Western  road  there  are  separate  planes,  142  of  which  are 
level.  12 

ascending  west,  83 

descending  west,        47 

—     130 


476.83  feet 

906.75 

(C 

70  91 

(C 

.456.51 

tc 

916.07 

«( 

954.61 

« 

26.11 

it 
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The  following  table  presents  a  schedule  of  the  130  planes,  not  level, 
with  their  several  inclinations  in  feet  per  mile,  and  the  aggregate  lengths 
of  each  class  of  gradients. 


No.  of  Planes  of  each 

Inclination  in  Feet, 

Whole  length  in 

Whole  length  in 

inclination. 

per  mile. 

Feet. 

Miles. 

2    of 

0  to  1  ft. 

9.028 

1.7098 

4     " 

1 

14.092 

2.6689 

2     « 

2 

5.500 

1.0416 

3     " 

3 

8.923 

1.6900 

4     " 

4 

11.298 

2.1397 

8     « 

5 

26.242 

4.9710 

4     " 

6 

12.603 

2.3869 

5     " 

7 

6.810 

1.2897 

4     " 

8 

4.752 

0.9000 

1     " 

9 

7.000 

1.3257 

7     « 

10 

15.027 

2.8460 

3     « 

11 

5  629 

1.0660 

6     " 

13 

15.349 

2.9070 

1     " 

12 

5.600 

1.0606 

3     » 

14 

16.704 

3.1636 

2     •' 

15 

4.158 

0.7875 

3     " 

17 

15.185 

2.8759 

2     " 

18 

5.016 

0.9500 

1     " 

19 

1.400 

0.2651 

3    " 

21 

8.6G2 

1.6405 

1     " 

22 

6.949 

1.3161 

1     " 

24 

4.500 

0.8522 

2     " 

25 

24.363 

46141 

4     " 

26 

18.934 

3.5859 

1     " 

28 

5.607 

1.0619 

1     " 

31 

3.100 

0.5871 

3     « 

32 

7.026 

1.3306 

1     " 

33 

7.685 

1.4554 

4     " 

34 

24.763 

4.6899 

1     « 

35 

12.883 

2.4399 

3     » 

36 

32.733 

6.1992 

2     « 

37 

5.762 

1.0910 

1     " 

38 

1.003 

0.1899 

2     " 

40 

18.289 

3.4638 

3    " 

42 

|12.916 

2.4462 

1     « 

43 

20.192 

3.8242 

2     « 

44 

8.349 

1.5810 

6    " 

45 

23.336 

4.4196 

1     " 

46 

10.600 

2.0075 

2     « 

49 

15.500 

2.9356 

1     » 

51 

7.553 

1.4304 

2     « 

53 

1.033 

0.1956 
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TABLE— 

CONTINUED. 

No.  of  Planes  of  each 

Inclination  in  Feet 

Whole  length  in 

Whole  length  in 

inclination. 

per  mile. 

Feet. 

Miles. 

1 

of 

56 

9979 

1.8899 

1 

<( 

57 

2.904 

0.5500 

2 

u 

58 

2.801 

0.5304 

3 

u 

60 

15.545 

2.94  il 

1 

u 

68 

3.550 

0.6723 

1 

u 

69 

3.700 

0.9007 

1 

u 

74 

.29.726 

5.6299 

2 

(C 

78 

9.936 

1.8818 

2 

M 

79 

21.806 

4.1299 

1 

u 

81 

600 

0.1136 

1 

l< 

S2.6 

2.900 

0.5499 

1 

l< 

83 
Level, 

7.950 

1.5056 

130 

583.437 

110.4996 

12 

38.567 

7.3043 

142 

622.004 

117.8039 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  curves,  with  the  different 
radii  in  feet,  and  the  lengths  of  the  different  classes  in  feet  and  miles : 

Table  of  Curves  on  the  Western  Road. 


Total  Lexgth 

of  each  Class 

In  Feet. 

In  Miles. 

25 

22.920  to  5.730 

39.887 

7.5542 

90 

5.730  to  2.865 

121.736 

23.0509 

59 

2.865  to  1.910 

72.651 

13.7590 

19 

1.910  to  1.432 

26.479 

5.0333 

17 

1.432  to  1  042 

26  054 

4.9338 

1 

of  1042 

1.500 

0.2840 

1 

955 

910 

0.1723 

1 

882 

490 

0.0928 

289  707 

54.8687 

L'gth  of  straight  line 
Feet, 

332.297 

62.9352 

622.004 

117.8039  miles. 
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The  shortest  curves  are  severally  of  radii  of  955  and  882  feet,  and 
they  are  at  each  end  of  the  Tuttle  Bend  bridge,  on  the  north  line  of 
Russell. 

The  whole  number  of  planes  on  the  Albany  road  is    -         -  82 

Of  which  are  level,         -  -  -  28 

Ascending  west,  (total  ascent,  79 J  feet,)  18 

Descending  west,  "  971      "  36 

—     54 

—        82 

The  following  table  shows  the  inclinations  in  feet  per  mile,  and  the 
lengths  of  each  class  of  gradients  : — 


No.  of  Planes. 

Inclinations  in  Feet  per  mile. 

Total  length  of  each  Class. 

2 

17 
10 

16 
9 

28 

0     to     10 
10    to    20 
20     to     30 
30     to     40 

40     to     44.88 
Level. 

miles. 

0.284 
5.663 
3.362 
17.727 
9.053 
2.135 

82 

38.224 

Table  of  Curves  on  the  Albany  Road. 


No.  of  Curves. 

Length  of  Radii  in  feet. 

No.  of  Curves. 

Length  of  Radii  in  feet. 

20  of 
11 
5 

7 

6000  and  upwards. 
6000  to  5000 
5000  to  4000 
4000  to  3000 

10  of 
13 

1 

3000  to  2000 
2000  to  1000 
859J 
Total  degrees  of  cur- 
vature, 1869°. 

Total 
it 

curved  line,  20.464 
straight  line,  17.760 

miles. 

ti 

38.224 
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The  whole  length  of  main  track  laid  on  the  Western 

road  is 

Length  of  turnout  and  depot  tracks, 

Total  tracks  laid  on  Western  road,  . 
The  main  track  laid  on  the  Albany  road, 
Turnout  and  depot  tracks,  laid  and  in  progress, 


.   miles, 

117.804 

CI 

8.961 

a 

126.765 

.    38.224 

.      5.750 

43.974 

Total  tracks  laid  by  this  company     ....   miles,     170.739 


A  single  track  only  has  been  laid  down  on  both  roads,  with  the  neces- 
sary turnout  and  depot  tracks  at  the  stations. 

On  both  roads,  the  edge  rail  of  the  T  pattern,  has  been  used  (ex- 
cepting on  a  few  recent  side  tracks),  weighing  56  1-2  pounds  to  the 
linear  yard ;  supported  by  wooden  sleepers,  principally  of  chesnut, 
7  feet  long  and  7  inches  through,  at  distances  of  3  feet  from  centre  to 
centre.  These  sleepers  rest  on  longitudinal  sills  of  plank  8  inches  by  3, 
with  a  short  piece  of  the  same,  3  feet  long,  under  them  at  their  joints, 
and  4  additional  pieces,  3  feet  long,  under  the  sleepers,  at  the  joints  of  the 
iron  rails.  On  a  part  of  the  Albany  road,  the  sleepers  nearest  the  joints 
of  the  iron  rails  are  2  1-2  feet  from  centre  to  centre,  with  six  instead  of 
5  sleepers  to  each  rail ;  and  the  two  sleepers  nearest  the  centre  of  the 
iron  rails  have  2  short  pieces,  each  5  feet  long,  under  them,  to  increase 
the  bearing  surface. 

A  small  part  of  the  turnout  and  depot  tracks  recently  laid  down  on 
the  Western  road,  and  used  only  to  deposit  cars  and  trains  upon,  are  of  a 
lighter  iron  rail,  purchased  of  the  Lowell  company,  of  the  "  jish-belly" 
pattern. 

WIDTH  OF  GRADES. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Western  road  has  been  graded  to  a  width 
of  20  feet  in  the  cuts  and  16  feet  on  the  embankments,  for  a  single  track. 
The  deep  cuts  and  high  embankments,  generally,  have  been  graded  to 
a  width  of  30  feet  in  the  cuts  and  26  feet  on  the  embankments,  for  a 
double  track.  The  heaviest  rock  cuts  are  of  double  width  ;  and  the 
masonry  is  all  for  a  double  track,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the 
Connecticut  River  Bridge,  and  a  few  of  the  smallest  structures. 

The  whole  of  the  Albany  road  between  Greenbush  and  Chatham, 
23  miles,  and  a  part  of  the  remaining  15  miles,  is  graded  for  two  tracks  ; 
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the  former,  in  the  cuts,  from  26  to  34  feet,  and  on  the  embankments, 
from  22  to  26  ;  the  latter  15  miles,  in  the  cuts,  20  to  34  feet,  and  on  the 
embankments,  16  to  26  ;  and  where  graded  for  a  single  track,  the  earth 
cuts  are  from  20  to  24  feet,  and  the  embankments  from  16  to  20.  The 
rock  cuts,  26  feet  wide,  and  the  masonry,  are  all  for  two  tracks.  The 
portion  of  the  road  between  Greenbush  and  Chatham  was  made  of 
full  width,  with  a  view  to  its  union  with  the  New  York  and  Albany  road 
at  or  near  the  latter  place,  if  that  should  be  constructed. 

BRIDGES. 

The  rail-road  bridges  east  of  Connecticut  river,  are  constructed  of 
truss  frames,  after  the  plan  of  Long's  patent,  and  are  made  for  two 
tracks.  The  Connecticut  river  bridge,  and  those  westward  of  it,  on  the 
Western  road,  are  of  truss  frames,  of  Howe's  more  recent  patent,  and 
they  are  constructed  for  one  track  only.  The  truss  frames  of  all  are 
covered  in  on  the  sides  and  top,  and  thoroughly  white-washed.  The 
entire  flooring  of  the  Connecticut  river  bridge  is  covered  with  tin,  paint- 
ed of  a  dark  color.  This  bridge  is  1264  feet  long,  of  7  spans,  180  feet 
each. 

The  whole  length  of  wooden  superstructure  of  bridges  is  6,092.5 
feet,  or  1  mile  812.5  feet,  and  they  are  in  number  48,  both  exclusive 
of  road  bridges  over  the  rail  road. 

There  are  on  the  Albany  road  17  wooden  rail  road  bridges,  includ- 
ing the  2  of  160  feet  at  the  Greenbush  and  Albany  landings ;  total 
length,  1,474  feet;  14  are  for  a  single  track  only.  The  whole  are  built 
after  Howe's  plan,  and  the  truss  frames  are  covered  in  and  white- 
washed. 

There  are  on  the  Western  road  10  stone  arched  river  bridges,  sev- 
erally of  spans  of  35,  15,  45,  60,  60,  60,  45,  20,  45  and  45  feet,  the 
grades  of  which,  above  the  water,  are  severally  40,  12,  35.8,  49,61.7, 
67,  61,  39,  42,  28.8  feet.  In  addition,  there  are  2  stone  arch  bridges 
over  highways,  the  grade  at  one  of  which  is  52  feet  above  the  high- 
way, and  2  similar  highway  bridges  over  the  rail-road. 

On  the  Albany  road,  besides  15  arched  culverts  of  less  than  10  feet 
span,  there  are  2  arched  bridges  from  10  to  20  feet  span,  2  of  from  20 
to  30  feet  span,  and  one  of  34  feet,  composed  of  2  spans  of  15  feet 
each,  and  a  pier  of  4  feet. 

At  Canaan,  on  this  road,  and  about  3  miles  west  of  the  State  line,  is 
a  tunnel,  through  lime-stone  and  slate-rock,  the  grade  in  which   is    100 
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feet  under  the  surface  at  the  highest  point.  It  is  548  feet  long,  exclu- 
sive of  the  thorough  rock  cuts  at  each  end,  26  feet  wide  and  19  feet  high  ; 
the  sides  and  arch  being  exclusively  of  the  natural  rock.  It  contained 
9,920  yards  of  rock,  and  its  excavation  cost  about  $35,000. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  statement  of  the  quantity  of  mate- 
rials excavated  in  the  construction  of  both  roads. 


Earth. 
Cubic  Yards. 

Loose  Rock.   '    Solid  Rock. 
Cubic  Yards.  !  Cubic  Yards. 

Total. 
Cubic  Yards. 

Western  Road,     - 
Albany  Road, 

6,156,117 
1,553,423 

81,396 
19,177 

543,600 
227,395 

6,781,113 
1,799,995 

Total,  yards,     - 

7,709,540 

100,573              770,995 

8,581,108 

The  quantity  of  masonry  on  the  Western  road,  in  perches 

of  25  cubic  feet  each,  is  about,     ...         -    220,586  perch. 
On  the  Albany  road, 49,968       " 


Total,  both  roads, 


-    270,554 


On  the  Albany  road  and  depots  there  have  been  driven  3855 
piles. 

For  the  road-way,  on  both  roads,  the  least  width  of  land  taken,  ex- 
cept for  a  short  distance  in  the  village  of  Worcester,  is  5  rods,  and  this 
has  been  increased,  even  in  one  case,  to  18  1-2  rods,  where  required 
for  deep  cute  or  high  embankments,  allowing  a  berm,  on  each  side,  of 
8  feet,  for  ditches  and  fences. 

The  whole  quantity  of  land  in  the  road-way  thus  located,  between 
Worcester  and  the  line  of  New  York,  and  for  the  Western  road,  as 
approximately  estimated,  is  -         -         -         1,267  acres  73  rods. 

The  same  for  the  Albany  road  is  -  381     "     78     " 


Total. 


1,648     "   151 


With  few  exceptions,  comparatively,  the  title  has  been  obtained  by 
purchase  and  deeds,  and  the  claims  for  lands  for  road-way  are  all  set- 
tled and  paid  off,  with  the  exception  of  one  on  the  Western  and  two  on 
the  Albany  road,  which  have  been  unavoidably  delayed,  but  are  in  pro- 
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gress.  There  are,  on  the  Western  road,  23  depots,  comprising  about 
54  acres  of  land  ;  and  on  the  Albany  road,  6  depots,  containing,  at 
present,  about  64  acres, — 21  of  which  are  at  the  Greenbush  station, 
making,  on  both  roads,  29  depots,  with  about  118  acres  of  land. 

FINANCIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  accounts  for  the  construction  of  the  Western  road,  and  for  the 
equipment  of  the  whole  line,  are  so  far  completed  as  to  enable  the  un- 
dersigned to  present  the  following  : 
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The  entire  cost  of  the  Western  road  as  now  stated,  exceeds  the  esti- 
mates made  therefore  by  the  engineer  and  agent,  in  January,  1841,  by 
the  sum  of  $579,781  65. 

This  excess  occurs  principally  in  the  items  of  graduation,  masonry, 
bridging,  depot  buildings  and  engines  and  cars.  In  the  absence  of  that 
engineer,  the  undersigned  proceed  to  state  the  causes  of  this  excess, 
as  fully  as  they  arc  able,  from  the  information  at  their  command. 

The  extra  cost  of  the  graduation  and  masonry  is  caused  by  an  omis- 
sion in  the  estimate  of  1841,  to  include  an  early  payment  to  a  contrac- 
tor, who  had  abandoned  a  section,  and  a  misapprehension  of  the  division 
engineer,  of  the  contract  price  of  one  of  the  heavy  rock  sections, — by 
extraordinary  disbursements  authorized  by  the  board  in  order  to  open 
the  western  part  of  the  road  before  the  winter  of  1842 — by  improve- 
ments and  alterations  made  by  the  road-masters  after  the  road  was 
opened, — properly  chargeable  to  construction, — by  the  necessity  of 
greatly  increased  expenses,  in  raising  the  original  grade  in  the  mountain 
division,  to  protect  the  road-bed  against  the  freshets  of  an  impetuous 
stream,  and  by  grading  and  masonry,  more  recently  required  by  the 
business  of  the  road  for  additional  depot  and  turnout  tracks,  and  depot 
accommodations. 

This  last  cause  has  also  operated  to  increase  the  superstructure  ac- 
count. 

The  excess  in  the  cost  of  bridging  arises  from  work  not  originally 
contemplated, — such  as  tinning  the  whole  flooring  of  the  Connecticut 
river  bridge, — placing,  for  greater  security,  3000  perch  of  rubble-stone 
about  the  piers ;  and  the  cost  of  extra  timber  for  an  entire  span  of  that 
structure,  to  be  housed  and  kept  on  hand  for  future  use,  in  case  of  any 
casualty  requiring  it.  And  a  similar  supply  of  timber  for  renewing 
suddenly  the  superstructure  of  any  other  bridge  on  the  road,  together 
with  recent  expenses  of  strengthening  the  bridges  between  Springfield 
and  Pittsfield.  To  these  is  now  added  a  small  estimate  for  future  con- 
tingencies. 

The  large  excess  in  the  account  for  depot  buildings  is  almost  entirely 
caused  by  increased  accommodations  at  the  various  depots,  and  by  the 
addition  of  new  ones,  shewn  to  be  indispensable  to  the  increasing  busi- 
ness of  the  road  ;  and  by  an  estimate  for  future  contingencies  of  the 
same  character.  The  principal  details  of  these  have  been  hereinbefore 
stated. 

The  same  causes  have  operated  to  increase  the  cost  of  depot  lands. 

The  cause  for  the  great  excess  of  about  $192,000  for  the  items  of 
engines  and  cars,  has  been  already  fully  explained. 
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In  connexion  with  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  add,  that 
such  was  the  character  of  many  parts  of  the  line,  and  particularly  of 
the  mountain  division,  that  it  was  impracticable  even  for  an  experienced 
engineer,  to  estimate  before-hand,  the  cost  of  construction,  with  reason- 
able accuracy. 

The  7th,  or  mountain  division,  of  13.89  miles,  has  cost  $980,000,— 
or  over  $70,000  per  mile.  A  single  mile  of  that  division  cost  $219,- 
929  87.  The  summit  section  in  Washington  1.8  miles  long,  cost  about 
$241,312  39,  or  per  mile,  $134,000  It  had  in  it  97,000  cubic  yards 
of  rock  excavation,  much  of  it  very  hard. 

About  1100  feet  of  the  embankment  in  the  Richmond  swamp,  settled 
below  the  natural  surface  from  75  to  90  feet,  as  estimated  ;  and  that 
section  alone  contained  241,800  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  and  it  cost 
about  $110,000.  The  single  structure  of  the  Connecticut  river  bridge 
cost  $131,612  12. 

The  construction  accounts  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road are  not  so  fully  closed.  The  last  division  of  that  road  was  opened, 
only  in  September  last,  and  the  final  measurements  and  estimates  of  a 
part  of  it,  are  but  just  now  made  out.  The  contracts  for  the  very  ex- 
tended works  at  the  Greenbush  depot,  are,  some  of  them,  still  outstand- 
ing. The  Resident  Engineer,  however,  presents  the  following,  as  an  ap- 
proximate statement  of  the  cost  of  this  road,  with  an  estimate  for  future 
additions  and  payments. 
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The  entire  cost  of  the  Albany  road,  as  above  stated,  exceeds  the 
estimate  of  Jan.  1841,  by  $339,180  05  ;  and  this  excess  has  arisen 
entirely  from  payments  and  expenditures  for  work  not  included  in  the 
original  estimates. 

As  has  been  before  represented,  the  whole  character  of  the  depot 
arrangements  at  Greenbush  has  been  changed  by  authority  of  the 
board  ;  and  the  whole  accommodations,  including  lands,  buildings,  fix- 
tures, docks  and  bridges,  have  necessarily  been  very  much  enlarged. 

In  the  summer  of  1841,  while  the  grading  between  Greenbush  and 
Chatham  was  in  progress, — with  a  view  to  its  completion  early  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  the  board,  having  resolved  to  push  the  work  on  the 
last  division  of  the  Western  road,  so  as  to  open  it  for  use  during  that 
year,  gave  directions  also,  to  expedite  this  work  and  lay  down  the 
track  so  as  to  run  the  trains  through  between  Worcester  and  Green- 
bush, before  the  winter  should  close  in.  This,  as  will  be  seen  below, 
caused  a  heavy  expenditure. 

It  was  found  also,  in  the  progress  of  all  the  work  on  the  line, 
through  extensive  clay  and  slate  rock  districts,  that  the  security  of  the 
road  required  much  more  enlarged  excavations  and  embankments  than 
had  been  contemplated. 

The  following  are  the  principal  items  of  expenditure  not  estimated 
for  in  Jan.  1841. 

1.  At  Greenbush.     Enlarged  depot  buildings,  ex- 
clusive of  amount  estimated  for  Albany  depot,   655,400 

Enlarged  canal  and  dock,  .....  13,500 

"       ferry  boat  and  fitting  up,       .         .         .  9,500 
Increase  of  Creek  bridge,  for  two  rail-road  tracks 

and  a  carriage  way,         .....  6,000 

Dredging  and  clearing  channel  of  river  at  docks,  6,000 

Additional  branch  tracks  and  temporary  depot,     .  4,500 

Increase  of  expensive  masonry  for  pier  and  dock,  8,700 


$103,600  00 

2.  On  the  line  generally.  178,000  yards  of  additional 
earth,  and  82,385  of  rock  excavation  for  reasons  before 
stated — and  10,456  perches  of  additional  masonry,  to 
enlarge  the  water  vents,  beyond  what  was  at  first 
deemed  necessary,  cost,  .....         182,882  00 

Extra  cost  for  hardpan  excavation,  and  for  expediting  the 

work  in  1841, 50,000  00 

4 


22  WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD.  [Jan. 

Engineering  and  superintendence  for  13  months  longer 
time  than  originally  estimated,         ....         $13,000  00 

Now  estimated,  as  per  preceding  table  for  future  addi- 
tions,   45,054  00 

Amount  paid  by  Western  rail-road  company  to  old  stock- 
holders of  the  Albany  company  for  expenses  incurred 
by  them  prior  to  the  lease  of  the  road  to  the  Western 
company, 18,136  58 

Total  not  estimated  for  Jan.  1841,  .         .         .      $412,672  58 


In  addition  to  these  items,  the  interest  account  is  about  $30,000 
more  than  the  estimate.  This  is  caused  by  the  charge  of  interest  up- 
on a  larger  expenditure  than  was  at  first  anticipated,  and  by  extending 
the  time  of  construction  over  a  greater  period.  But  the  facts  stated 
clearly  prove  that  the  estimate  of  1841  was  ample,  for  all  the  expendi- 
tures then  in  contemplation. 

The  preceding  tables  show  that  for  the  completion  and  full  equip- 
ment of  both  roads,  and  for  future  additions  deemed  necessary,  the  ex- 
penditure will  be $7,566,791  57 

But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  sinking  funds,  provided 
for  both  roads  and  set  apart  to  aid  in  the  final  liquidation  of  the  debts 
incurred  in  their  construction. 

The   amount  of  these   on  the    1st  of  January,  1843,  was, 

for  the  Western  road, $177,529  58 

Albany, about     107,000  00 


Total,  $284,529  58 

And,  although  this  is  not  available  for  present  purposes,  it  is  proper 
to  consider  it  as  assets  of  the  company,  in  comparing  the  value  of  the 
work  with  its  cost. 
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The  receipts  and  payments  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation, 
from  January  1,  1842  to  January  1,  1843,  as  stated  by  the  treasurer's 
account,  are  as  follows,  viz. 

RECEIPTS. 


.Received  on  3d  Assessment, 
"        "  4th  " 

«        "  5th  " 

it        tt  6th  u 

"  «  7th  « 

"  "  8th  « 

«  «  9th  " 

«  «  10th  « 

"  «  11th  « 

«  «  12th  " 

"  "  13th  « 

"  «  14th  " 

"  «  15th  " 

Received  for  Transportation  Department, 
"         "   Sterling  Bonds  sold  in  London, 
"        "        "  «        «     "  Boston, 

"         "  increase  in  contingent  fund, 
Due  to  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr. 
"     "  Agent  of  moving  power, 
"     "  Engineer  Department,     - 
"  for  sales  of  Land  and  Rents, 
Received  for  Interest  accrued,  but  not  due, 
Due  to  Exchange  account, 
Less  Sinking  Fund, 

Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  Liverpool, 


Balance  of  last  account, 


$35  00 
25  00 

35  00 

110  00 

-  1,110  00 
3.710  00 

-  8,185  00 

-  11,420  00 

-  80,600  00 

-  80,490  00 

-  288,470  00 

-  290,880  00 

-  580,680  00 


-  189,333  33 
-1,398,427  23 

145  63 

-  24,000  00 

5,069  74 

-  44,072  94 

6,734  03 

-  58,568  28 


1,345,750  00 
512,688  28 


179,678  29 
146,467  52 


33,210  77 
2,055  49 


-  1,761,617  44 

3,620,055  72 
110,003  S5 

$3,730,059  57 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Construction,  including  Iron, 

Incidental  Expense,         - 

Engineer  Department,     - 

Land  Damages,  - 

Depot  Lands,        ----- 

Expenses  of  Transportation, 

Albany  and  W.  S.  R.  Road  Co.  - 

Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  London, 

Sundry  Accounts,  .... 

Interest  on  Bonds  and  Notes, 

Notes  payable,  - 

Depot  Buildings,  - 

Engines  and  Cars,  - 

Deferred  Account, *  - 

Notes  receivable,  - 

Due  from  Agent  of  Transportation  Department,  f 

Paid  Baring,  Brothers  &c  Co.  Liverpool,  by  transfer  of 
Liverpool  account  to  London  account, 


-$278,311  14 
9,720  39 
4,013  61 
1,481  31 
3,603  00 

-  371,371  64 

-  671,295  23 

-  369,223  89 

562  54 

-  274,166  36 

-  922,331  61 

-  40,268  33 

-  202,790  74 

-  246,367  38 

-  169,347  15 
96,503  26 

28,719  05 


Balance  to  new  account,^: 


3,690,076  63 
-     39.982  94 


3,730,059,  57 


#  This  item  consists  of  2,797  shares  of  Western  Rail-road  Stock,  at  cost,  be- 
longing to  the  Corporation  ;  the  same  having  been  surrendered  for  non-payment 
of  assessments,  and  the  subsequent  assessments  being  charged  in  this  sum. 

f  This  item  is  made  up  of  outstanding  balances  due  for  freight  at  the  several 
depots,  and  the  amount  due  Agent  of  moving  power  and  engineer  department,  in 
the  preceding  schedule  of  receipts. 


X  Balance  consists  of  Cash, 
In  hands  of  George  Bliss,  Agent  Department, 
"      "       "   S.  O.  Russell,    - 


$39,346  20 
487  32 
149  42 


$39,982  94 
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ASSESSMENTS. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  year,  12  assessments  of  $5  each, 
had  been  laid  upon  the  stock,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  $1,800,000, 
upon  which  had  then  been  collected  the  sum  of  -     81,597,825 

After  that  date  there  were  laid  two  assessments  of  $10  each,  and  one 
of  $20,  making  in  all  15  assessments,  amounting  to  -     $3,000,000 

and  making  up  the  par  amount  of  the  whole  capital  subscribed. 

Up  to  the  31st  of  December  last,  the  following  sums  had  been  col- 
lected upon  these  15  assessments,  viz  : 


On  the     1st  assessment,  - 

$150,000 

2d 

u 

150,000 

3d 

(( 

149,480 

4th 

u 

149,445 

5th 

u                    „ 

149,480 

*         6th 

cc 

149,465 

7th 

i< 

147,635 

8th 

" 

147,655 

9th 

a 

147,675 

"       10th 

li 

147,115 

"       11th 

u 

149,390 

"       12th 

u 

146,205 

"       13th 

(C 

288,470 

"       14th 

u 

290,880 

«       15th 

ti 

d  December  31,  18 

580,680 

Total  collecte 

42,         -      $2,943,575 

Leaving  unco 

Elected  the  sum  of  - 

56,425 

$3,000,000 

There  are  2,691  shares  pledged  to  the  corporation  as  collateral  to 
notes  given  in  payment  of  assessments  due  on  shares.* 

The  amount  of  assessments  collected  above,  is  the  whole  amount  of 
capital  paid  in  at  that  date. 


*  Amount  of  notes  thus  secured,  $136,763  58. 
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STATE  SCRIP. 


Of  the  4  millions  of  scrip  granted  by  the  State,  there  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  treasurer,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1841,  83,700,000, 
and  the  balance   has  since  been  delivered  to  him,  with  the  exception  of 
.£100,  making  the  whole  scrip  received  of  the  State   to  January  1, 
1843,  ......     $3,999,555  56 

Of  this,  there  had  at  that  date  been  sold, 

in  London,         $1,675,111    11 

in  this  country,     1,503,111   11 

$3,178,222  22 


Leaving  unsold,  January  1,  1843, 

in  London,         $380,444  45 
in  this  country,    440,885  88 

$821,333  33 


Upon  that  unsold  in  London  there  had  been  drawn  the 

sum  of  -  -  -  -  -      $241,801  09 


MASSACHUSETTS  SINKING  FUND. 

The  total  amount  of  this  fund,  January  1,  1842,  as  per  report  of  the 
commissioners,  was  ....      $157,983  56 

During  the  past  year,  the  following  sums  have  accrued 
to  the  fund,  viz  : 

Amount  received  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Rail- 
road corporation,         -  -  -     $  8,005  50 

Interest  and  dividends,  -  -  -        10,083  00 

18,088  50 


Total  amount  of  fund,  in  hand,  January  1, 1843,  -      $176,072  06 

Upon  this  there  had  accrued  interest  not  due,  January  1,  1,457  52 

Total  amount  of  fund  accrued  January  1,  1843,  -     $177,529  58 
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TRANSPORTATION  DEPARTMENT. 

The  net  income  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  road,  for  a 

fraction  of  the  year  1839,  was  ....  $3,288  51 

For  portions  of  the  road  in  1840,  ...         -  50,275  67 

The  same  was  stated,  in  1841,  at  ....  77,50243 


Making  a  total,  to  Dec.  31,  1841,  of  $131,066  61 

But,  at  the  close  of  1841,  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
outstanding  claims,  for  repairs  and  damages  consequent 
upon  a  collision  on  the  road,  and  for  some  services 
which  could  not  then  well  be  ascertained,  but  which 
were  a  charge  upon  the  income  of  that  year,  amount- 
ing, as  now  settled  and  paid  in  1842,  to     -         -         -        27,694  89 

Leaving  the  actual  balance  of  income,  Dec.  31,  1841,       $103,371  72 

This  item  of  27,694  89,  is,  therefore,  not  included  in  the  statement  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  1842. 

And,  in  this  connexion,  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  15  miles  of  the  Hud- 
son road  being  hired  by  this  company  in  1841,  and  for  five  months  of 
1842,  as  a  substitute  for  the  corresponding  part  of  the  Albany  road,  and 
until  that  should  be  finished,  it  has  been  deemed  by  the  board  proper 
that  the  extraordinary  expenditures  for  this  object  should  be  a  charge 
upon  construction,  and  the  amount  be  added  to  that  account.  This  has 
accordingly  been  done  to  the  amount  of  $33,470  57.  This  item  also 
is,  of  course,  excluded  from  the  account  of  expenditures  for  1842. 

The  receipts  on  transportation  account  from  January  1  to  December 

31st,  1842,  inclusive,  were  as  follows,  viz.  : 

For  transportation  of  passengers,  -       $266,446  83 

of  merchandize         -        226,674  61 

of  mails,  -         -  15,861  32 

"  package  express,       -  3,705  52 

$512,688  28 

The  expenditures  for  this  department  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, corrected  as  before  stated,  were, 
For  repairs  of  roads,         -         -         -  $48,989  64 

"  engines  and  cars,  -  37,921  56 
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For  miscellaneous  expenses,  including  all 

not  specified  above,        -         -         -        $179,708  10 


8266,619  30 


The  balance  shows  the  net  receipts  for  the  year,  -         -   $246,068  98 
Add  balance  of  this  account  prior  to  1842,  as  before  cor- 
rected,  103,371  72 


Total  net  income  to  Dec.  31,  1842,      ....  $349,440  70 


This  amount  has  been  applied  to  reduce  the  interest  account.  Great 
pains  have  been  taken  to  settle  and  pay  off  all  outstanding  claims 
against  the  transportation  department  up  to  Dec.  31,  1842,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  there  are  none  of  moment  to  be  thrown  as  a  charge  upon 
the  income  of  1843. 

Annexed  are  tables,  marked  A  and  B,  showing  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penses for  the  last  year  monthly. 

It  ought  however  to  be  remarked,  that  table  B  shows  the  monthly 
payments  as  they  were  actually  made,  whether  the  expenses  thus  paid, 
accrued  during  the  month  or  not.  The  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember contain  large  payments  at  the  close  of  the  year,  for  expenses 
accruing  through  several  months  of  the  year.  The  sums  thus  stated, 
therefore,  are  not  a  criterion  of  the  current  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
month.  It  may  be  noted  also,  that  the  expenses  of  clearing  snow  in 
December,  were  $3280. 

Tables  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  annexed,  are  monthly  exhibits  of  expendi- 
tures, for  repairs  of  road,  engines,  cars,  buildings,  &c,  and  for  fuel, 
oil,  &c.  and  stationary  and  sundries,  severally  in  detail. 

The  whole  number  of  miles  run  by  the  engines  during  the  year,  was, 
for  passenger  trains,      -  213,862  miles, 

Merchandize         do. 158,091     " 

Other  trains,  (repairs,  extra,  &c.,)      -         -         -  25,342     " 


Total  number  of  miles  run,        ....         397,295     " 

Table  I,  annexed,  shows  these  operations  monthly.  The  expenses, 
as  before  stated,  being  averaged  upon  the  number  of  miles  run,  gives 
67  cents  per  mile  run. 

The  merchandize  transportation  is  more  expensive  than  that  for 
passengers,  and  the  proportion  of  the  former  for  the  last  year,  being 
greater  than  in  the  year  preceding,  it  was  supposed  that  the  expenses 
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per  mile,  run,  would  much  exceed  those  of  1841.  The  difference,  how- 
ever, is  only  1.6  cents  per  mile. 

The  whole  number  of  passengers  transported  over  the  whole  or  parts 

of  the  road  during  the  year,  was  as  follows : 

Passengers  througJi  the  whole  distance  of  156 
miles,  between  Worcester   and   Greenbush, 

1st  class, 15,890 

2d  class, 2,680J 


Way,  being  any  less  distance,  1st  class,           -    148,500 
2d  class, 23,366 


18,570£ 
171,866 


Total  through  and  way 190,436J 

Table  K,  annexed,  gives  these  items  monthly.  Passengers  between 
Albany  and  New  York  via  N.  Haven  or  Bridgeport,  are  entered  as  way. 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  the  merchandize  trains  during  the  year, 
was  .......     160,089 

Equal  to  single  trips  through  of  156  miles  each,  -         1,026 

The  weight  of  merchandize  carried  over  the  road  for  the  same  time 
was  equal  to  6,211,971  tons,  net,  transported  one  mile  only. 

Or,  equal  to,  carried  over  the  whole  road,  156  miles,     39,820    tons. 

This,  fur  1026  trips,  of  156  miles,  gives,  per  trip,  38J     " 

This  shows  the  average  tonnage  per  trip  to  be  very  much  below  the 
ordinary  capacity  of  the  freight  engines,  and  much  below  what  would 
be  desirable  for  a  profitable  freighting  business.  This  result  is  pro- 
duced partly  by  the  inequalities  in  the  amount  of  business  in  different 
months  of  the  year,  but  principally  by  the  great  excess  of  merchandize 
transported  eastward,  at  almost  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  particularly 
in  the  months  when  the  western  produce  is  seeking  a  market. 

As  a  striking  evidence  of  the  excess  of  business  bound  east,  it  may 
be  stated,  in  reference  to  the  business  of  the  Greenbush  station,  that 
during  the  year  there  were  sent  from  that  place  eastward,  170,615  bar- 
rels of  flour,  weighing  -----  18,341  tons 
and  of  other  merchandize,  ....     12,347     " 


Total  from  Greenbush,  -  -  -  -     30,688    " 

The  amount' received  at  that  station  from  the  east  for  the 

same  time,  was  .....       5,624    " 


Difference,         ------     25,064 
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The  amount  through,  Greenbush  to  Boston,  and  Brighton 

(paying  through)  was               ...             -  14,128  tons 

Amount  through,  Boston  to  Greenbush,  was         -             -  2,472    "~ 

Difference, 11,656    " 


This  inequality  has  not  been  so  great  upon  the  eastern  part  of  the 
line  ;  for  the  transportation  from  Boston  westward  as  far  as  Springfield, 
is  always  much  greater  than  from  Springfield  westward. 

But  so  far  as  it  exists,  it  affects,  unfavorably,  the  expenses  of  the 
freighting  business  ;  for  it  produces  the  necessity  of  sending,  at  times, 
whole  trains  of  empty  cars  from  Boston  to  Greenbush,  to  supply  the 
demand  at  the  latter  point,  thereby  increasing  the  aggregate  expenses 
of  the  merchandize  transportation.  And  if  the  evil  is  not  remedied,  it 
must  materially  affect  the  rates  of  charges  therefor.  Great  efforts  have 
been  made  to  increase  the  amount  of  merchandize  going  westward  ; 
and,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  year,  with  encouraging  success. 
The  prospect  now  is,  that  this  part  of  the  business  will  be  more  nearly 
equalized  the  present  season. 

The  undersigned  have  thus  presented  a  very  full  exhibit,  not  only  of 
the  construction  and  character  of  the  road  itself,  but  of  the  whole  ope- 
rations upon  it  during  the  past  year.  In  view  of  these,  it  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  the  road  had  but 
just  been  partially  opened  to  the  Hudson  river,  giving  access  to  a  com- 
munity, before  that  time  almost  secluded  from  an  eastern  market, — 
and,  to  a  business,  as  yet  unknown  and  untried.  And  this  was  accom- 
plished, only  by  the  use  of  15  miles  of  another  road,  expensive  in  ope- 
ration, and  unfit  for  the  kind  of  business  important  to  our  success.  For 
the  instability  of  the  track  of  that  road,  and  its  high  grades,  required  a 
great  increase  of  power  and  of  expenses  upon  it.  The  business  sought 
for,  had  long  been  accustomed  to  other  and  not  undesirable  channels  of 
communication,  and  to  other  and  larger  markets.  And  it  required  time, 
and  long-continued  effort  to  divert  it  in  a  new  direction.  Every  thing 
was,  comparatively,  new  to  us.  We  had,  virtually,  no  experience  to 
guide  in  fixing  upon  tariffs  of  charges,  which  would  command  the  traf- 
fic,— and  no  standard  by  which  to  judge  of,  much  less  to  estimate  with 
tolerable  accuracy,  the  expenses  of  transportation  on  such  a  road.  The 
last  year  has  been,  therefore,  emphatically  one  of  experiment, — a  year 
for  ascertaining  the  difficulties  of  the  trade  in  which  we  were  embarked, — 
and  for  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  means,  by  which  these   might  be 
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obviated  for  the  future.  For  it  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  would  be  sur- 
prising were  it  not  so,  that  in  a  business  so  untried,  expenses  have 
arisen  and  difficulties  have  been  encountered,  which  might  have  been 
avoided,  by  the  experience  and  knowledge  now  possessed,  but  by  these 
only. 

Notwithstanding  these  embarrassments,  the  undersigned  look  upon 
the  past  year  as  one  of  signal  success.  The  receipts  from  the  business 
have  exceeded  half  a  million  of  dollars,  equal  to  more  than  $42,000 
per  month,  and  the  expenditures  have  been  but  67  cents  per  mile  run. 
The  road  has  been  finished  with  the  heavy  rail  through  its  whole  length, 
and  been  put  in  the  most  permanent  and  substantial  condition  for  use- 
fulness. The  depot  at  Greenbush  has  been  virtually  completed  with 
ample  accommodations  ;  and  throughout  the  whole  line,  means  are  pre- 
pared for  the  successful  operations  of  the  transportation  department. 

As  a  medium  of  communication  with  Albany  and  Troy,  it  is  there 
looked  upon  with  great  favor,  and  it  is  constantly  gaining  new  friends 
from  the  business  community  in  the  remote  west ;  and  upon  the  line 
also  on  either  side,  it  is  daily  drawing  a  trade  from  a  wider  belt  of 
towns. 

Under  these  circumstances,  then,  the  undersigned  look  forward,  also, 
to  the  coming  year  as  one,  comparatively,  of  great  promise  to  the  road, 
in  all  departments  of  its  business.  For  they  entertain  strong  hopes 
that  their  business  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  with  a  prospect  of 
diminished  expenditure  in  proportion  to  its  amount. 

GEORGE  BLISS, 
WILLIAM  JACKSON, 
P.  P.  F.  DEGRAND, 
EDM.  DWIGHT, 
E.  H.  DERBY, 
JOHN  W.  LINCOLN, 
THOMAS  F.  PLUNKETT, 

Directors. 


Suffolk  ss.  January  31,  1843. 
Sworn  to,  before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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RECEIPTS  FOR  1842. 


MONTHS. 

Freight. 

Passengers. 

Tolal. 

January,              - 

12,215  03 

15,620  69 

27,835  72 

February,            - 

11,170  45 

14,606  68 

25,777  13 

March,                 - 

12,765  79 

16,313  91 

29,079  70 

April,      - 

15,625  47 

17,555  10 

33,180  57 

May,       .... 

19,126  16 

20,821  51 

39,947  67 

June,       ...            - 

16,700  23 

24,526  91 

41,227  14 

July,        - 

15,502  19 

27,207  02 

42,709  21 

August,               -            - 

17,104  47 

36,094  98 

53,199  45 

September,         ... 

23,251  15 

32,650  72 

55,901  87 

October,              ... 

32,110  18 

25,462  02 

57,572  20 

November,          - 

32,331  46 

20,686  68 

53,0]  8  14 

December,          - 

18,772  03 

14,900  61 

33,672  64 

226,674  61 

266,446  83 

493,121  44 

Transportation  of  Mails, 

- 

- 

15,861  32 

"     Harnden  &  Co's  Express, 

- 

- 

3,705  52 

Total, 

- 

- 

$512,688  28 

1843.] 
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C. 


REPAIRS  OF  ROAD 


From  January  1st,  1842,  to  December  31st,  1842. 


MONTHS. 

East. 

West. 

A.  &W.  S. 

Total. 

January, 

1,193  20 

1,323  78 

2,516  98 

February, 

1,680  26 

2,083  90 

3,764  16 

March, 

1,693  62 

1,815  44 

3,509  06 

April, 

1,930  30 

2,355  44 

26  38 

4,312  12 

May, 

2,066  46 

1,995  25 

770  04 

4,831  75 

June, 

1,568  83 

1,742  38 

621  76 

3,932  97 

July, 

904  61 

1,751  65 

630  77 

3,287  03 

August, 

1,630  82 

1,411  60 

551  54 

3,593  96 

September, 

1,807  67 

1,729  88 

776  13 

4,313  68 

October, 

1,975  30 

1,680  61 

1,315  74 

4,971  65 

November, 

2,245  67 

1,660  26 

2,107  97 

6,013  90 

December, 

1,228  75 

1,198  86 

1,514  77 

3,942  38 

Total, 

$19,925  49 

20,749  05 

8,315  10 

48,989  64 

1843.] 
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D. 


REPAIRS  OF  ENGINES 


From  January  1st,  1842,  to  December  Zlst,  1842. 


MONTHS. 

Lowell  Engines. 

WinansEngines. 

H.&.  B. Engines. 

Total. 

January, 

873  50 

69  21 

19  39 

962  10 

February, 

1,028  85 

21  97 

39  64 

1,090  46 

March, 

729  58 

168  53 

250  09 

1,148  20 

April, 

846  57 

44  60 

128  15 

1,019  32 

May, 

1,388  88 

116  86 

45  81 

1,551  55 

June, 

612  50 

892  00 

24  62 

1,519  12 

July, 

1,170  06 

524  06 

124  22 

1,828  34 

August, 

570  86 

405  36 

106  07 

1,082  29 

September, 

1,129  90 

667  83 

608  35 

2,406  08 

October, 

1,812  39 

794  66 

27  07 

2,634  12 

November, 

1792  04 

980  52 

405  33 

3,177  89 

December, 

3,932  07 

1,825  68 

5,757  75 

Total, 

$15,877  20 

6,511  28 

1,778  74 

24,177  22 
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E. 


REPAIRS  OF  CARS 


From  January  1st,  1842,  to  December  31st,  1842. 


MONTHS. 

Passenger  Cars. 

Freight  Cars. 

Total. 

January,               - 

120  74 

118  08 

238  82 

February,             ... 

207  47 

497  82 

705  29 

March,    - 

J  02  22 

296  08 

398  30 

April,                                - 

387  95 

537  27 

925  22 

May,       .... 

499  16 

883  95 

1,383  11 

June,       .... 

620  60 

1,190  61 

1,811  21 

July,        .... 

284  30 

729  75 

1,014  05 

August,  ---            - 

153  88 

1,518  76 

1,672  64 

September,          ... 

219  43 

1,294  86 

1,514  29 

October,              ... 

367  35 

1,139  67 

1,507  02 

November,          ... 

336  20 

894  60 

1,230  80 

December,           ... 

332  22 

1,011  37 

1,343  59 

Total, 

$3,631  52 

$10,112  82 

$13,744  34 

1843.] 
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F. 


REPAIRS  OF  BUILDINGS,  TOOLS.  &c. 


MONTHS. 

Depot   Build 
ings. 

Tools. 

Ferry  Boat. 

Ploughs  and 
Scrapers. 

Total. 

January, 

24  87 

5  32 

30  19 

February, 

55  75 

144  58 

35  16 

235  49 

March, 

61  80 

69  17 

130  97 

April,   - 

74  18 

72  47 

30  49 

177  14 

May,     - 

15  12 

24  08 

43  80 

83  00 

June,    - 

36  36 

44  12 

80  48 

July,     - 

45 

2  39 

2  84 

August, 

71  50 

65 

72  15 

September, 

35  39 

15  04 

14  36 

64  99 

October, 

291  55 

115  00 

63  33 

469  88 

November, 

180  97 

2  75 

183  72 

December, 

227  26 

8  24 

235  50 

Total, 

$1,003  90 

574  66 

74  94 

112  85 

1,766  35 
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G, 


TRANSPORTATION  EXPENSES 


From  January  1st,   1842,  to  December  3lst,  1842. 


MONTHS. 

Services. 

Wood. 

Coal. 

Oil. 

Tallow 

and 
Waste. 

Total. 

January, 

6,408  30 

3,390  63 

852  14 

709  33 

23  93 

11,384  33 

February, 

6,039  77 

2,437  18 

589  95 

641  79 

46  46 

9,755  15 

March, 

6,614  20 

2,590  50 

810  34 

706  30 

62  98 

10,784  32 

April, 

6,497  64 

2,513  62 

866  34 

650  43 

61  16 

10,589  19 

May. 

8,150  46 

3,047  06 

1,086  00 

707  38 

78  28 

13,069  18 

June, 

7,660  96 

3,776  86 

995  50 

685  84 

84  10 

13,203  26 

July, 

7,554  58 

3,398  47 

671  25 

599  86 

74  67 

12,298  83 

August, 

8,655  15 

2,954  54 

878  62 

621  20 

76  15 

13,185  66 

September, 

8,352  56 

3,428  04 

1,085  50 

620  35 

84  87 

13,571  32 

October, 

9,605  38 

3,897  61 

933  62 

814  06 

87  24 

15,337  91 

November, 

10,295  18 

4,075  06 

1,241  78 

805  14 

85  37 

16,502  53 

December, 

10,137  59 

4,185  78 

1,067  00 

819  28 

69  77 

16,279  42 

Total, 

$95,971  77 

39,695  35 

11,078  04 

8,380  96 

834  98 

155,961  10 

1843. 
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H. 


From 


GENERAL  EXPENSES 
January  1st,  1841,  to  December  31st,  1842. 


MONTHS. 

Stationary. 

Printing. 

Damages. 

Contingent. 

Total. 

January, 

49  74 

106  99 

24  62 

297  37 

478  72 

February, 

138  25 

355  23 

193  60 

259  51 

946  59 

March, 

121  95 

220  57 

149  35 

1,283  32 

1,775  19 

April,   - 

137  78 

237  24 

116  00 

274  06 

765  08 

May,     - 

109  73 

54  36 

227  24 

889  04 

1,280  37 

June,    - 

150  98 

219  50 

154  82 

798  31 

1,323  61 

July,     - 

54  65 

488  37 

522  51 

1,065  53 

August, 

133  87 

127  73 

709  45 

1,121  09 

2,092  14 

September, 

50  71 

257  99 

110  16 

704  30 

1,123  16 

October, 

88  59 

340  72 

804  99 

1,234  30 

November, 

87  17 

70  00 

1,150  16 

1,307  33 

December, 

566  38 

385  68 

319  22 

• 

526  76 

1,798  04 

$1,602  63 

2,881  55 

2,074  46 

8,631  42 

15,190  06 

Rent  of  H.  and  B.  Engines, 


3,560  00 


18,750  06 
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A  Statement  shewing  the  number  of  miles  run  by  Locomotives 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1842,  to  the  Z\st  of  December,  1842, 
between  Worcester  and  Greenbush. 


1842. 

Passenger 
Trains. 

Freight. 

Extra. 

Total. 

January, 

17,014 

9,650 

1,496 

28,160 

February, 

15,076 

9,269 

1,041 

25,386 

March, 

16,948 

10,077 

1,250 

28.275 

April, 

16,383 

10,006 

2,802 

29,191 

May, 

19,010 

11,684 

3,057 

33,751 

June, 

19,636 

12,258 

2,703 

34,597 

July, 

19,191 

13,362 

2,442 

34,995 

August, 

20,480 

12,245 

1,909 

34,634 

September, 

17,428 

16,454 

3,566 

37,448 

October, 

16,744 

23,410 

1,125 

41,279 

November, 

16,262 

17,335 

2,645 

36,242 

December, 

A,690 

12,341 

1,306 

33,337 

Total, 

213,862 

158,091 

25,342 

397,295 

1843.] 
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Statement  of  the  number  of  Passengers  over  the  Western  Rail- 
road, for  the  year  ending  December  31s£,  1S42. 


Through  P 

assengers. 

Way  Passengers. 

Total. 

MONTHS. 

1st  Class. 

2d  Class,  j  1st  Class. 

2d  Class. 

1st  Class. 

2d  Class. 

January, 

1,074 

27 

10,351 

827* 

11,425 

854* 

February, 

551* 

43 

11,232 

938* 

11,783* 

981* 

March, 

723 

54* 

12,465 

L714 

13,188 

1,768* 

April, 

874* 

131 

12,258* 

2,046 

13,133 

2,177 

May, 

1,239 

243* 

12,139 

1,837* 

13,378 

2,081 

June, 

1,672* 

194 

12,591* 

1,925 

14,264 

2,119 

July, 

1,975 

237 

14,212 

2,614 

16,187 

2,851 

August, 

2,625* 

322 

16,173 

2,701 

18,798* 

3,023 

September,     - 

2,060 

390* 

14,822* 

2,860* 

16,822* 

3,251 

October, 

1,507* 

488 

13,322* 

2,516 

14,830 

3,004 

November,     - 

965* 

.379 

11,081 

2,138 

12,046* 

2,517 

December,     - 

622 

171 

7,852 

1,248 

8,474 

1,419 

Total, 

15,890 

2,680*  148,500 

23,366 

164,390 

26,046* 

N.  B.  Passengers  between  Worcester  and  Greenbush  are  through.  Those 
between  Greenbush  and  New  York  via  New  Haven  or  Bridgeport  are  entered 
as  way. 
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REPORT 

OF     THE 

COMMISSIONERS   OF  THE   SINKING  FUND   OF  THE 
WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD. 


rThe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road,  in 
compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Statute  of  March  13,  1839, 
submit  the  following  report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  of 
the  amount  and  condition  of  the  said  fund,  and  of  the  income  of 
the  several  parts  thereof  — 

The  amount  of  the  fund  on   the   31st  day  of  December,  1841,  as   by 
Commissioners'  report  to  that  date  was,  -         -        8157,983  56 

There  has  been  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  West- 
ern rail-road,       .--..-.  8,005  50 

Received  for  interest  and  dividends,  -  -  -  10,083  00 


176,072  06 


The  investments  are  as  follows, 
On  notes  secured  by  mortgages,        -         -     8128,100  00 

"     "  "  "  collateral, 

Lowell  rail-road,  .         .         .         .  5000  00 

Worcester  rail-road,  -         -         -  900  00 

Massachusetts  stocks,         -         -         -         -  8752  41 

Loaned  to  the  town  of  Gloucester,     -         -  3000  00 

United  States  5\  per  cent,  stock,  -         -  4830  55 

6  per  cent.   .  "  -  7000  00 

Boston  and  Providence  rail-road  stock,        -       18,279   10 

Cash  on  hand, 210  00 

-$176,072  06 

If  there  be  added  to  this  the  interest  accrued  but  not  due,  it  will 
amount,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1843,  to  $177,529  58,  which  will 
be  the  whole  amount  of  the  fund  on  that  day. 

The  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  fund  as  stated  by  the 
State  Treasurer,  and  this  report  is  $18  50;  which  is  for  interest  ac- 
crued on  the  United  States  6  per  cent,  stock,  from  the  time  of  purchase 


44  WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD.  [Jan. 

to  January  1,  1843.  The  State  Treasurer's  account  includes  in  the 
cost  of  the  stock  the  interest  accrued,  $191  50 ;  and  in  this  report  the 
interest  is  not  included. 

Interest  as  above,         -         -         -         -         -         $191  50 
Interest  received,  Dec.  31,  -         -         -         -  210  00 

$18  50 

The  Commissioners  further  report  that  a  question  has  arisen  as  to 
the  liability  of  the  Western  Rail-road  corporation  to  pay  one  per  cent, 
to  the  sinking  fund,  for  the  year  1842  ;  inasmuch  as  the  several  acts  in 
aid  of,  and  to  complete  the  Western  Rail-road,  provide  that  such  per 
centage  shall  be  annually  paid  out  of  the  income  of  the  corporation, 
and  the  result  of  the  operations  as  stated  by  the  directors  for  the  past 
year,  show  there  has  been  no  income  after  the  payment  of  interest  and 
expenses. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  corporation  are  desirous  of  having 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  consulted  in  the  question  of  their  lia- 
bility, and  profess  their  willingness  to  acquiesce  in  their  decision,  and 
pay  the  amount  if  so  directed. 

JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr. 
THOMAS  RUSSELL. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BERKSHIRE     RAIL-ROAD 

CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Corporation  respectfully 
report  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1842. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  holder)  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January,  1842,  five  directors  were  chosen.  At  that  time  there 
had  been  expended,  for  various  purposes,  as  stated  in  their  last  report, 
the  sum  of $72,623  72 

Since  then  there  has  been  expended  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work,  under  the  contract  with  Alfred  Bishop,  for 
building  the  road,  the  further  sum  of    -  -  -     $132,376  28 

Making  the  whole  amount  expended  on  the  31st  De- 
cember, 1842,  for  grading,  superstructure,  iron,  depot 
houses,  engine  and  car  houses,  water  stations,  &c.  the 
sum  of  ......   $205,000  00 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  from  various  sources, 
up  to  31st  December,  1842,  from  subscribers  to  the  stocks, 
and  loans  to  the  company,  is  the  sum  of  -  -     $23,654  62 


The  terms  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Bishop  for  building  the  road,  &c. 
have  been  stated  in  a  former  report ;  from  which  it  will  appear  how  the 
residue  of  the  means  for  building  the  road  have  been  provided. 

On  the  1st  day  of  December,  1842,  the  road  was  so  far  finished,  that 
the  engines  and  cars  of  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Corporation  ran  over 

7 
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the  whole  distance  from  Connecticut  line  to  its  termination  at  the  depot 
of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation  in  the  village  of  West 
Stockbridge  ;  and  has  been  open  for  use  ever  since.  And  although  the 
road  is  yet  in  an  unfinished  state,  requiring  buildings  for  depots  of  mer- 
chandize, engines,  &c,  besides  other  structures  for  the  convenience  of 
passengers,  &c.  ;  yet,  as  the  same  is  open  and  in  use,  the  directors  are 
now  enabled  to  report  to  the  Legislature,  as  required  by  the  act  passed 
April  19th,  1837,  and  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  said  act, 
they  now  submit  the  following  report. 

The  length  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road,  from  Connecticut  line  to  West 
Stockbridge  depot,  is  -  -     21  miles  and  11  chains. 

The  number  of  planes,  is  53. 

29  measuring  7  miles  20  chains  are  level. 

21  are  inclined  in  the  direction  from  the  State  line  north,  as  follows : 

measuring  0  miles     5  chains,  ascends    24  feet  per  mile. 
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measuring  0  miles  24  chains    ascends     32  feet  per  mile. 

"      "        9       "        descends  24  " 

12  " 

ascends     40  "         " 

U  f>Q  M  K 

i<  09  U  H 

«  20  " 

ascends     38  "         " 

"  16  •«         " 
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ascends     40  "         " 
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12  miles  and  48  chains  are  straight. 

2         "       45       "     are  curved  on  a  radius  of  from  4,356  ft.  to  43,660  ft. 
2         "       32       «  "  «  «         2,178    "      4,356  '4 

1         M       62       "  "  "  "  1,453    "      2,178  " 

0  "       62       "  "  "  "         1,090    "      1,453  " 

1  "         2       "  "  "  "  872    "      1,090  " 


The  widih  of  the  road-bed  in  excavations  is  16  feet.  On  embank- 
ments, 14  feet, — making  an  average  width  of  about  15  feet. 

The  manner  in  which  the  rail  is  supported,  is  as  follows.  There 
are  undersills  of  chestnut  and  oak,  5  by  7  inches  :  on  which  are  placed 
cross-ties  7 h  feet  long,  with  notches  sawed  in  to  secure  the  rail,  which 
is  6  by  6  inches,  and  secured  with  oak  keys.  On  this  rail  is  placed  the 
flat  iron  car,  2J  wide  by  flhs  inch  thick,  weighing  22  tons  per  mile. 
The  undersills  are  covered  with  dirt  and  gravel.  The  width  of  the 
track  is  4  feet  &h  inches. 

Depot  stations  have  been  located  and  established  at  Sheffield,  Great 
Barrington  and  Van  Deusenville.  Some  others  will  be  established  as  the 
business  of  the  road  progresses,  and  at  such  points  as  the  directors  may 
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hereafter  consider  most  suitable  and  proper.  Some  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  claims  upon  the  corporation,  for  lands  taken  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  same,  have  been  liquidated  and  paid  ;  others  yet  remain 
unsettled  and  unpaid.  The  directors  believe  that  before  their  next 
annual  report,  ail  will  be  settled  and  paid,  when  they  will  submit  a 
statement  of  the  whole. 

The  permanent  contract  of  transportation  with  the  Housatonic  Rail- 
road Corporation,  which  was  referred  to  in  our  last  report,  has  been 
duly  executed,  and  the  directors  herewith  annex  a  full  copy  of  the 
same. 

R.  F.  BARNARD, 
C.  W.  HOPKINS, 
1.  SUMNER, 
RALPH  TAYLOR, 
AZARIAH  BOODY, 

Directors. 
Great  Bamngton,  January  20,  1843. 

Great  Barrington,  January  20,  1843. 
Berkshire,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  Robert  F.  Barnard, 
Charles  W.  Hopkins,  Increase  Sumner,  Ralph  Taylor  and  Azariah 
Boody,  directors  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  and  made  oath, 
that  the  above  report  by  them  signed  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  F.  ENSIGN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


{Copy.) 

Articles  of  indenture  and  contract  of  transportation,  made  this  elev- 
enth day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  by  and  between  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  a  corporation 
established  in  Massachusetts,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Housatonic  Rail- 
road Company,  a  corporation  established  in  Connecticut,  of  the  second 
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part,  witnesseth,  that,  whereas  the  rail-roads  of  said  companies,  as  con- 
structed under  their  respective  charters,  form  a  junction  with  each  other 
at  the  dividing  line  between  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  at  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  the  town  of  Sheffield,  thereby  forming  one 
continuous  line  of  rail-road  from  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  and  West 
Stockbridge.  Massachusetts  ;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
subserve  the  interests  of  said  companies  and  the  interests  of  the  public, 
that  said  road  should  be  operated  by  one  of  said  companies ;  and  to 
that  intent  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  have  heretofore  made  to 
the  party  of  the  first  part  certain  propositions,  which  have  finally  re- 
sulted in  the  terms  and  stipulations  herein  expressed  ;  and  whereas  the 
road  of  said  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  is  now,  at  a  cost  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  completed  to  the  acceptance  and 
satisfaction  of  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company,  and  is  now,  and  for 
some  time  past  has  been,  operated  and  used  by  said  Housatonic  Rail- 
road Company  :  now,  in  order  to  enable  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Com- 
pany to  use  and  operate  said  Berkshire  rail-road,  for  all  purposes  neces- 
sary for  the  transportation  of  persons  and  freight  upon  and  over  said  rail- 
road, as  so  that  the  road  of  said  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  and  the  road 
of  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  may  be  operated  together  as  one 
road,  the  said  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  hereby  grants,  leases  and 
demises  to  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  the  said  Berkshire  rail- 
road, subject,  however,  to  all  the  restrictions  and  liabilities  as  are  or  may 
be  imposed  on  said  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  or  its  successors,  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  subject  also  to  such  other  terms 
as  are  hereinafter  recited.  And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall 
and  may  possess,  use  and  operate  said  Berkshire  rail-road,  together  with 
all  the  lands,  property,  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  thereto  apper- 
taining and  belonging,  or  that  may  hereafter  appertain  and  belong  to 
said  road,  as  fully  and  completely  as  the  said  party  of  the  first  part 
might  or  could  do  under  its  charter. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  rail-road,  and  all  singular  the  prem- 
ises unto  the  party  of  the  second  part,  perpetually,  for  and  during  the 
term  of  the  continuance  of  the  charter  of  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and 
any  renewal  or  extensions  of  the  same,  and  as  fully  and  freely  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  might  or  could 
have,  enjoy,  use  or  operate  the  same  under  its  charter.  And  further- 
more, the  said  party  of  the  first  part  shall,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  lease,  do  all  things  in  its  power  to  maintain  the  organization  of  the 
said  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  choose  all  needful  officers,  keep  all 
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proper  records,  make  all  needful  reports,  hold  all  necessary  meetings, 
pass  such  votes  and  do  all  such  acts  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper, 
in  order  to  enable  said  party  of  the  second  part  to  carry  into  full  effect 
the  objects  and  intentions  of  this  indenture,  and  on  reasonable  demand 
give  such  other  assurances  as  may  be  necessary  therefor. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenants  with  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  that  during  the  term  in  which  the  provisions  of 
this  indenture  shall  be  enforced,  it  will  keep  and  maintain  the  said 
Berkshire  rail-road  and  all  the  premises  therewith  connected  or  thereto 
appertaining  or  belonging,  in  good  repair;  and  that  said  party  of  the 
second  part  shall  be  liable  for,  and  respond  to  said  party  of  the  first 
part  all  damages,  losses,  costs  and  trouble,  that  may  in  any  way  hap- 
pen unto  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  by  means  of  any  accidents,  de- 
faults, negligences,  or  wilful  acts  or  omissions  of  the  said  Housatonic 
Rail-road  Company,  or  of  any  persons  acting  for  said  Housatonic  Rail- 
road Company.  And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  annually 
make  such  returns  and  specifications  to  the  directors  of  the  Berkshire 
Rail-road  Company  as  said  directors  may  require,  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  make  all  proper  reports  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 
And  furthermore,  said  party  of  the  second  part  covenants  with  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  pay  to  said  party  of  the  first  part,  its  cer- 
tain attorney  or  assigns,  as  a  rent  or  compensation  for  the  premises,  the 
sum  of  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents,  monthly,  to  wit,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  and  every 
month,  during  the  continuance  of  this  lease.  And  shall  also  pay  the 
sum  of  fourteen  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents  at  the  ensealing  and  delivery  hereof,  being  the  sum  now  due 
said  party  of  the  first  part  for  the  rent  for  the  using  and  operating  of 
said  road  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary instant.  And  on  failure  of  said  party  of  the  second  part  to  pay 
said  rents  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  the  same  shall  at  any  time 
become  due,  or  on  failure  of  said  party  of  the  second  part  to  maintain 
said  Berkshire  rail-road  in  good  order  and  condition,  after  reasonable  no- 
tice of  any  disrepair  or  defect  in  said  road,  or  of  the  premises  or  prop- 
erty therewith  connected  or  thereto  appertaining,  or  on  failure,  after 
due  and  reasonable  notice,  to  pay  to  said  party  of  the  first  part,  its 
attorney  or  assigns,  all  damages  that  may  happen  as  aforesaid,  then  this 
indenture  shall  terminate,  and  said  party  of  the  first  part,  its  attorney 
or  assigns,  shall  have  a  right  to  re-enter  and  possess  itself  of  all  and 
singular   the  premises.     Payments  of  the  monthly  rents  above   men- 
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tioned  to  be  made  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Berkshire  Rail-road   Com- 
pany, at  his  office. 

And  the  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  is  hereby  authorized, 
whenever  said  company  shall  deem  it  necessary  and  proper,  to  use  the 
name  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  in  prosecuting  or  defending 
suits  or  claims.  In  testimony  whereof  the  said  parties  have,  to  this  and 
one  other  indenture,  of  even  tenor  and  date,  caused  their  respective 
corporate  seals  to  be  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  signed  by  Robert  F. 
Barnard,  Edward  F.  Ensign,  Increase  Sumner  and  Ralph  Taylor,  a  com- 
mittee duly  authorized  by  said  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  and  on  its 
, behalf ;  and  William  P.  Burrall,  Samuel  Simons  and  R.  B.  Mason,  a 
committee  duly  authorized  by  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  and 
on  its  behalf,  said  committees  being  duly  authorized  by  votes.  Each 
party  having  a  duplicate  hereof.  Done  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

W.  P.  BURRALL,  Seal  of 

SAM'L  SIMONS,  Hous.  R.  R. 

R.  B.  MASON.  Co. 

R.  F.  BARNARD,  Seal  of 


E.  F.  ENSIGN, 

Berks. 

I.  SUMNER, 

R.  R. 

R.  TAYLOR, 

Co. 

presence  of 

Chas.  A.  Kirtland, 

0.  B.  Peck. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  contract. 
Attest,  E.  F.  ENSIGN, 

Clerk  Berks.  R.  R.  Co 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND  LOWELL 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation  here- 
by make  their  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  $1,800,000 

The  amount  expended  the  past  year,  exclusive  of  amount 
"'  spent  and  charged  to  the  cost  of  the  road  is — 

For  repairs  of  road,  including  repairs  of  bridges,  -         -        34,972  56 
Do.      do.         engines  and  cars,  -  28,816  36 

For  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  loading  merchandize   and 

all  other  miscellaneous  expenses       -  67,223  78 


8131,012  70 

Amount  spent  for  labor  and  sundry  materials  in  taking  up 
20  miles  of  track  laid  with  36-lb.  rail  and  replacing  it 
by  rail  of  56  lbs.  to  the  yard,  exclusive  of  cost  of  rail 
iron. 34,162  09 


8165,174  79 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year  is, 

For  transporting  passengers  between  Boston  and  Lowell 

only  ....     890,396  92 

"  "  u  over   our  road  in  connexion 

with  Boston  and  Maine  R.  R.        22,484  48 
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For  transporting  passengers  over  our  road  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  rail-road,     -         -      $27,282  42 

For  transporting  passengers  over  our  road  in  connexion 

with  the  Concord  rail-road,  ...         -  7,878  39 

For  transporting  merchandize  between  Boston  and  Low- 
ell only, 89,792  55 

For  transporting  merchandize  over  our  road  in  connex- 
ion with  Boston  and  Maine  rail-road,  -         -         -  6,989  85 

For  transporting  merchandize  over  our  road  in  connex- 
ion with  Nashua  and  Lowell  rail-road,       -         -         -        24,688  79 

For  transporting  merchandize  over  our  road  in  connex- 
ion with  the  Concord  rail-road,  -         -         -  588  18 

For  the  use  of  an  engine  on  the  Charlestown  Branch  rail- 
road, as  per  contract  annexed  to  our  report  of  last  year,  3,961  99 

For  transporting  U.  S.  mail,  rents  and  miscellaneous      -  4,247   11 


$278,310  68 


The  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotive  engines  during 

the  past  year  is, 

With  passenger  trains,     -  $78,745 

"     merchandize  do.     -         -         -         -         47,463 

Miscellaneous, 17,399 


143,607 


The  amount  of  profits  divided  during  the  past  year,  is       $144,000  00 

being  two  dividends  of  four  per  cent,  each  on  a  capi- 

tal  of  §  1,800,000. 

In  our  last  annual  report,  we  mentioned  that  the  36-lb.  rail  originally 
'laid  on  the  first  track,  and  which  was  then  deemed  of  ample  strength, 
had  proved  to  be  too  light  for  the  increased  business  of  the  road.  This 
increase  of  business  required  the  use  of  heavier  engines  and  more  fre- 
quent trains,  so  that  the  liability  to  fracture  was  becoming  greater, 
while  the  interval  of  time  in  which  repairs  could  be  made  between  the 
passage  of  the  trains  was  becoming  less.  As  a  matter  of  necessity, 
therefore,  for  the  security  of  those  whose  lives  are  intrusted  to  our  care, 
this  rail  has  been  entirely  removed,  and  its  place  supplied  by  a  heavy 
56-lb.  T  rail,  similar  to  that  originally  laid  on  our  second  track.  The 
work  is  now  completed,  both  of  our  tracks  being  finished  with  heavy 
rail  throughout  their  whole  length,  and  the  cars  running  regularly  up 
on  one  track  and  down  on  the  other. 
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Since  our  last  report,  the  Concord  rail-road  has  been  opened,  mak- 
ing, with  our  road  and  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  road,  a  continuous  line 
from  Boston  to  Concord  of  76  miles.  The  Boston  and  Maine  rail-road 
has  been  further  extended  into  the  State  of  Maine,  and,  after  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  rail-road,  which  will  take 
place  in  a  few  weeks,  there  will  be  a  continuous  line  from  our  depot  in 
Boston  to  Portland,  a  distance  of  more  than  100  miles.  To  accommo- 
date the  business  which  these  extensions  are  bringing  over  our  road,  it  has 
been  necessary  for  us  during  the  past  year  to  enlarge  considerably  our 
depots,  which  even  at  the  present  moment  are  barely  sufficient,  and  to 
add  to  our  stock  of  locomotives. 

A  contract  was  made  a  year  since,  and  reported  to  the  Legislature, 
by  which  we  agreed  to  furnish  an  engine  for  the  use  of  the  Charles- 
town  Branch  Rail-road  Company  when  it  could  be  spared  from  our  own 
service.  That  contract,  which  was  merely  a  temporary  arrangement 
while  that  company  were  preparing  to  supply  themselves  with  engines 
of  their  own,  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  by  its  own  lim- 
itation, and  it  was  in  fact  given  up  by  mutual  consent  at  the  end  of  ten 
months,  on  the  first  of  October  last. 

The   whole  amount  expended  on  the  road  and   appur- 
tenances at  the  time  of  the  last  annual  report,  was      $  1,834,893  07 
The  amount  expended  during  the  past  year  and  charged 
to  construction,  is — 

For  road, $1,704  23 

"    rail  iron, 59,592  14 

"    depots,  67,565  57 

"    new  engines  and  cars,        -         -         -       18,574  66 


147,436  60 
Less  credits  to  this  account,      -         -         -        4,043  58 

$143,393  02 


Making  the  whole  cost  of  road  and  appurtenances,  Nov. 

30th,  1842, $1,978,286  09 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

GEO.  W.  LYMAN, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
JOSEPH  TJLDEN, 
JOHN  BRYANT, 
J.  A.  LOWELL, 

Directors. 
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Suflolk  ss.     Boston,  Jan.  4th,  1843.      Then  George  W.  Lyman, 
John  Bryant,  Joseph  Tilden,  William  Appleton,  and  John  A.  Lowell, 
severally  appeared  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  was  true, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Before  me, 

MOSES  L.  HALE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    MAINE 

RAIL-ROAD. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  Corporation  here- 
by submit  their  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures,  under  their  acts  of  incorporation. 

In  accordance  with  the  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  same,  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  and  the  Boston  and  Portland  rail- 
roads, the  two  corporations  became  united  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1842,  and  form  one  company,  under  the  name  of  the  Boston  and  Maine 
Rail-road. 

Previously  to  the  union,  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  used  by  the  Boston  and  Portland  rail-road  to  a 
temporary  depot,  south  of  the  Cocheco  river,  in  Dover.  Since  the 
union,  the  extensive  earth  excavation  and  tunnel  of  arched  masonry  un- 
der one  of  the  principal  roads,  the  bridge  over  the  Cocheco  river  and 
spacious  depot  buildings  have  been  completed  near  to  the  centre  of 
business,  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  adjoining  Franklin  square, 
in  Dover. 

From  this  station  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Maine,  the  road  is  so  far 
completed  as  to  be  ready  for  use,  and  connects  with  the  Maine,  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  rail-road  in  the  State  of  Maine,  by  a 
substantial  and  well-constructed  bridge  550  feet  in  length,  over  the 
Salmon  Falls  river,  near  the  upper  dam  of  the  Salmon  Falls  Manufac- 
turing Company,  in  Somersworth. 

The  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  rail-road,  from  the 
bridge  passes  through  the  village  of  South  Berwick,  to  its  intersection 


1843.]  SENATE— No.  31.  57 

with  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  rail-road,  near  Great  Works 
River,  and  is  to  be  used  by  this  company  for  the  transportation  of  pas- 
sengers and  merchandize,  thus  opening  one  of  the  most  important  and 
extensive  rail-road  communications  in  New  England,  connecting,  by 
one  continuous  line  of  rails,  the  Boston  and  Lowell,  the  Concord  and 
Nashua,  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth,  and  the  Eastern  rail- 
roads. 

The  company  have  under  construction,  and  nearly  completed,  a 
branch  road,  from  the  main  track,  at  a  point  near  Somersworth  old 
meeting-house,  to  the  large  manufacturing  village  of  Great  Falls. 

A  petition  will  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  the  present  session, 
for  permission  to  unite  this  corporation  with  the  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts  rail-road  corporation  in  the  State  of  Maine,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  one  company  in  the  three  states, — an  act  hav- 
ing been  already  obtained  from  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  for 
such  union. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  at  the  time  of 

union —     ■ 

In  the  State  of  Massachusetts,      -  -       $369,799  26 

In  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  -          295,602  00 


Received  from  stockholders  since  the  union, 

Loan  of  scrip  from  the  Commonwealth, 

Bonds  sold,         ....... 

Notes  payable,  secured  in  part  by  bonds, 
Received  from  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and   Massa 
chusetts  rail-road  during  the  past  year, 


8665,401  26 

175,214  50 

150,000  00 

63,000  00 

150,183  12 

38,800  00 
81,242,598  88 


Total  amount  paid  in  construction  of  the  road,  including 
land,  damages  engines  and  cars,  and  all  other  ex- 
penses, to  the  present  time,  is  ....   1,260,285  62 


The  amount  received  from  the  earnings  of  the  road, 
since  the  last  report,  to  Nov.  30,  11  months,  is — 

From  transportation  of  passengers,        -       $109,681   15 

"   merchandize,     -  38,443  62 

"  "  "  mails  and  rents,  7,755  92 


155,880  69 
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The  expenditures  in  the  use  of  the  road  during  the  same 

time  were — 
For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,             -  $8,169  42 
"       "  road,              -         -         -  8,693  14 
Paid  Boston  and  Lowell  rail-road,         -           27,316  60 
Fuel,  oil,    salaries    and    miscellaneous   ex- 
penses,   35,099  45 

$79,27  8  61 

Total  amount  of  interest  paid  more  than  received,  in- 
cluding state  scrip, 15,703  59 

At  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  Boston  and  Portland  rail-road  with 
the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  Corporation,  on  the  first  of  January, 
1842,  a  division  of  the  net  earnings  was  made  to  the  stockholders  of 
the  Boston  and  Portland  rail-road,  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
share. 

From  the  net  earnings  of  the  road  since  that  time  to 
Nov.  30th,  being  11  months,  there  has  been  divided 
six  dollars  per  share,  amounting  to    -         -         -         -        53,130  00 

Expended  for  the  construction  of  the  road  and  engines, 

&c,  during  the  same  time,       -----      235,664  42 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains  on  the 

Boston  and  Maine  rail-road  for  11  months,  was  -  88,510  miles. 

Do.  do.  merchandize  trains,  -----  29,503  M 
"  "  passenger  cars  on  the  Boston  and  Lowell  road,  -  25,830  u 
"    "    merchandize  cars, 8,610 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  WEST, 
THADDEUS  NICHOLS, 
R.  W.  BAYLEY, 
JOHN  HOWE, 
WM.  F.  WELD, 


u 


Directors. 


Suffolk  ss.     Boston,  January  28,  1843. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  T.  West,  R.  W.  Bayley, 
J.  Howe,  W.  F.  Weld  and  T.  Nichols,  and  made  oath  that  this  report, 
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by  them  subscribed,  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  undersigned  has  examined  the  foregoing  report  of  the  directors 

of  the  Boston    and   Maine   Rail-road  Company,  and  approves  of  the 

same. 

WILLIAM  STEVENS, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 


N.  B.  This  report  has  been  delayed  to  the  last  day  of  the  present 
month,  expecting  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  to  appoint  a  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  that  state  to  make  the  apportionment  required 
by  law,  but  no  such  appointment  has  yet  been  made. 

THOMAS  WEST,  President  B.  <$■  M.  R.  R.  Co. 
January  31,  1843. 
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ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


BOSTON    AND    PROVIDENCE 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation 
do  hereby  make  their  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
as  required  by  law  : 

By  the  following  statement  of  expenditures,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
amount  paid  for  repairs  of  rail-road  in  the  past  year  has  been 
$21,082  44.  This  includes  20,329  new  sleepers,  and  the  laying  them  ; 
in  doing  this,  care  has  been  taken  to  change  the  material  of  the  road-bed 
where  necessary,  and  lay  them  in  good  gravel.  It  is  anticipated  that 
about  the  same  number  will  be  renewed  this  year,  when  nearly  the 
whole  number  of  the  sleepers  will  have  been  renewed,  and  that  the  re- 
pairs of  road  afterwards  will  be  greatly  reduced, — say  to  about  $12,000 
per  annum. 

In  the  month  of  June  last,  we  commenced  running  a  locomotive  en- 
gine on  the  Dedham  Branch  rail-road,  and  separate  trains  three  times  a 
day,  each  way,  between  Boston  and  Dedham.  This  has  been  of  great 
convenience  to  the  public,  and  thus  far  has  resulted  profitably  to  this 
corporation.  Our  annual  expenditures  and  receipts  have,  of  course, 
been  considerably  increased  by  this  measure. 

On  the  25th  ult.,  the  transfer  office  in  New  York  was  discontinued,  it 
being  the  opinion  of  the  directors  that  the  amount  of  stock  held  in  that 
city,  and  the  number  of  transfers  made  there,  rendered  it  inexpedient 
to  continue  it. 

During  the  past  year,  the  passenger  depot  house  has  been  enlarged 
and   improved,   so   that  passengers    enter   and  leave  the    cars,    and 
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receive  their  luggage  under  cover.  The  cost  was  about  $4500 ; 
of  this  sum,  $3,028  96  has  been  charged  to  construction  or  cost  of 
road,  being  the  cost  of  the  enlargement. 

The  general  business  of  the  road,  the  year  past,  has  resulted  satis- 
factorily, as  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  of  the  expenditures  and  re- 
ceipts ;  the  prospect  for  the  present  year  and  the  future,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  directors,  is  favorable  for  a  continuance  of  the  present  rate  of 
dividends,  and  in  case  of  a  general  improvement  of  business,  they  an- 
ticipate an  increase. 

The  amount  of  the  capital  of  the  corporation  paid  in 

per  the  last  report,  is  -  $1,782,000  00 

There  have  been  sold  since,  by  vote  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, 521  shares,  which,  at  par,  amounts  to      -         -  52,100  00 


$1,834,100  00 


Received  for  the  above  521  shares,  sold  by  vote  of  the  stockholders, 
to  cover,  in  part,  income  appropriated  and  paid  for  construction, 
$44,480  47.  The  difference  between  this  sum  and  par  has  been 
charged  to  income  account. 

The  amount  expended   the  past  year  and   charged  to 

the  account  of  construction,  is  $20,347  35 

Previously  charged  to  the  same  account,  -         -         -       1,872,483  75 


Total  cost  of  road, 1,892,831   10 


Amount  of  Income  the  past  year. 

From  passengers,  main  road,  -       $127,957  02 

"  Taunton  branch,   -  26,553  17 

Dedham  branch,    -  9,277  86 


From  merchandize,  main  road,  -  54,187  03 

Taunton  branch,  6,975  77 

Dedham  branch,  960  47 


163,787  95 


62,123  27 


From  mails,  18  months,  and  rents,  &c,  12  months,  10,556  69 

Total  income, $236,467  91 
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Expenditures  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  amount 
charged  to  the  account  of  construction,  as  above 
stated — 

For  repairs  of  rail -road,  -         -         $21,082  44 

"         "  cars  and  engines,        -  13,505  90 

"    fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages  and  other 
miscellaneous  expenses,         -         -  67,103  76 

For  amount  paid  Boston  and  Providence 
Rail-road  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany in  Rhode  Island,  for  lease  of 
their  road,  bridge  and  depot,  -  5,132  53 

For  amount  paid  for  use  of  ferry  be- 
tween India  Point  and  Stonington  rail- 
road,   6,000  00 


6112,824  63 


The  amount  divided  during  the  past  year  is  $108,483  00 

Viz.  :  Jan.  31,  1842,  3  per  cent,  on 

$1,782,000  00,  is     -         -         -  53,460  00 

July  11,  1842,  3  per  cent,  on  1,834,- 

100  00,  is  -         -         -  55,023  00 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the   income  account  is       $104,249  98 
The  amount  of  wood  and  other  materials  on  hand  is  $13,512  82 

The  miles  run  by  trains  during  the  year,  is  by — 
Passenger  trains,           -  90,006 

Merchandize  do.           ....        35,031 
Gravel  do. 7,192 


Total  number  of  miles  run,  -         -         -      132,229 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 
HENRY  CABOT, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
IGNATIUS  SARGENT, 
WM.  STURGIS, 
J.  K.  MILLS, 


Directors. 
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Suffolk  ss.     Boston,  January  11,  1843. 

Then  personally  appeared  J.  Grinnell,  H.  Cabot,  W.  Appleton,  I.  Sar- 
gent, W.  Sturgis  and  J.  K.  Mills,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  re- 
port by  them  subscribed  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND    WORCESTER 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  respectfully 
submit  their  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  corporation 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  held  on  the  3d  of  May  last,  it 
was  voted,  in  pursuance  of  authority  granted  by  an  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature, supplementary  to  their  act  of  incorporation}  to  increase 
the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation,  by  the  addition  of  four  thousand 
shares  The  privilege  of  subscribing  to  these  shares  was  offered 
to  the  existing  stockholders,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  interests, 
who  took  nearly  all  the  shares  so  created.  The  residue  were  sold  by 
auction  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporation,  and  the  capital  is  all  paid  in, 
amounting  to  $2,7 00,000. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  second  track  of  the  rail- 
road was  completed  from  Needham  to  Westborough,  a  distance  of 
about  twenty  miles.  At  the  time  when  the  above  increase  of  capital 
stock  was  voted,  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  directors  to  make  a  further 
extension  of  the  second  track,  during  the  season,  of  only  about  twelve 
miles,  and  to  import  the  iron  for  the  still  remaining  distance  of  twelve 
miles,  reserving  the  laying  down  of  the  rails  on  this  last  portion  to  the 
next  ensuing  season.  Subsequently  to  that  date,  a  change  was  pro- 
posed in  the  law  imposing  import  duties,  by  which  rail-road  iron  should 
cease  to  be  exempt  from  duty,  unless  permanently  laid  down  on  the 
rail-road,  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  March  next.     In  anticipation  of 
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this  provision  of  the  new  tariff  law,  which  was  not  adopted  until  Sep- 
tember, and  to  avoid  the  payment  of  the  duty  of  twenty-five  dollars  a 
ton,  which,  by  this  law,  is  required  to  be  paid  on  all  rail-road  iron 
which  shall  be  laid  down  subsequently  to  the  said  3d  of  March,  the  di- 
rectors immediately  took  measures  to  complete  the  laying  of  the  sec- 
ond track,  previously  to  the  said  date.  The  work  has  been  efficiently 
prosecuted  with  this  view.  The  greater  part  of  it  is  already  completed, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  whole  of  the  second  track  will  be  laid 
down  within  the  period  indicated  for  securing  the  exemption  from  duty. 
Some  inconvenience  has  resulted  from  a  prosecution  of  a  portion  of 
this  work  at  an  inclement  season  of  the  year ;  but  this  disadvantage,  in- 
dependently of  the  object  above  stated,  has  been  countervailed  by  the 
greater  cheapness  of  wages  at  this  season. 

The  regular  passenger  trains  have  been  run  during  the  year,  without 
the  loss  of  any  trip,  from  storms  or  other  cause.  Four  passenger  trains 
have  been  run  daily  in  each  direction,  except  on  Sundays,  on  which 
days  one  train  only  each  way  is  run,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail, 
and  excepting  also  a  short  period  in  winter,  when  the  trains  connected 
with  the  steamboat  line  to  New  York,  are  run  but  three  times  a  week. 

The  quantity  of  merchandize  transported  on  the  rail-road  during  the 
above  period  was  58,668  tons  3  cwt.  Of  this  amount,  20,257  tons 
1  cwt.  were  transported  over  the  Boston  and  Worcester  rail-road  only  ; 
33,331  tons  10  cwt.  to  and  from  the  Western  rail-road,  and  5,079  tons 
12  cwt.  to  and  from  the  Norwich  rail-road.  These  amounts  are  exclu- 
sive of  materials  transported  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  the 
road. 

The  number  of  locomotive  engines  owned  by  the  corporation  is  sev- 
enteen. The  distance  run  by  locomotives  on  the  road  during  the  year 
was  241,319  miles,  of  which  116,624  miles  were  run  by  engines  con- 
veying passenger  trains,  86,544  miles  by  engines  with  freight  trains, 
and  38,151  miles  by  engines  employed  in  the  construction  and  repair 
of  the  road. 

The  amount  which  was  expended  on  account  of  con- 
struction, to  Nov.  30,  1841,  is  82,374,547  72 
From  the  above  date  to  Dec.  31,  1842,       -         -         -         390,848  32 


Total,  expended  on  construction,             -         -         -      2,764,396  04 
Amount  of  reserved  fund, 38,293  28 
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Receipts  of  income  during  12  months  ending  Nov.  30, 
1842— 

From  passengers,    -         -         -         -         -         -         -  8186,610  31 

"     freight,           -         -         -         -         -         -         -  148,188  43 

"     mail,  rents  and  interest,            .         .         .  14,407  93 

Reserved  profits  of  preceding  year,           ...  13,077  16 


8362,283  82 


Expenditures  during  the  same  period — 

For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  -         ■         ■  19,073  31 

For  repairs  of  road  and  bridges,  $51,457  22 

Deduct,  charged  to  reserved  fund,  10,000  00 

41,457  22 

All  other  expenses, 107,978  98 


Total  of  current  expenses,         -  8168,509  51 


Dividends  paid — 

July  1,  1842,  on  82,300,000,  at4pr.  cent.  $92,000 
Jan.  2,  1843,  on  $2,700,000,  at  3  pr.  cent.     81,000 


$173,000  00 


Balance  to  reserved  profits,  ....  20,774  31 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  directors, 

NATHAN  HALE, 
DAVID  HENSHAW, 
NATH'L  HAMMOND, 
EL1PHALET  WILLIAMS, 
MOSES  WILLIAMS, 
DANIEL  DENNY, 
NATH'L  H.  EMMONS, 
ADDISON  GILMORE, 
GEORGE  MOREY. 
Boston,  Jan.  18,  1843. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk  ss.     Jan.  19,  A.  D.  1843.     Then  personally  appeared  Na- 
than Hale,  David  Henshaw,  Nath'l  Hammond,  Eliphalet  Williams,  Mo- 


1843.]  SENATE— No.  31.  67 

ses  Williams  and  Daniel  Denny,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment or  report,  by  them  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  their  best 
knowledge  and  belief.  Before  me, 

WM.  R.  P.  WASHBURN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Suffolk   ss.     Jan.   21,    A.  D.    1843.     Then   personally  appeared 
Nath'l  H.  Emmons,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  or  report, 
by  him  subscribed,  according  to  his  best  knowledge  and   belief,  is  true. 
Before  me, 

WM.  R.  P.  WASHBURN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Suffolk  ss.  Jan.  23,  A.  D.  1843.  Then  personally  appeared  Ad- 
dison Gilmore  and  George  Morey,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  re- 
port, by  them  severally  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  their  knowl- 
edge and  belief.         Before  me, 

WM.  R.  P.  WASHBURN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

CHARLESTOWN     BRANCH 

RAIL-ROAD     COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  do 
hereby  respectfully  make  their  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and 
doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  road  has  been  completed  to  the  extent  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  17th  March,  1841. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-two  shares  of  stock  have  been  created, 
making  the  capital  stock  twenty-five  hundred  shares. 

The  contract  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation,  re- 
ported last  year,  terminated  by  agreement  on  the  30th  September  last. 

Two  new  locomotive  engines,  five  passenger  cars,  and  an  additional 
number  of  freight  cars,  have  been  purchased  ;  an  engine-house  and  car- 
house  have  been  built. 

The  last  winter  being  unusually  mild,  but  little  ice  was  obtained 
from  the  ponds  to  which  the  road  extends,  consequently  the  freight- 
business  has  been  much  less  than  was  anticipated.  Passenger  cars 
were  run  with  the  freight  trains  last  winter  ;  and,  from  the  30th  May  to 
30th  September  last,  passenger  trains  were  run  with  an  engine  hired 
under  the  contract  with  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Company,  and 
since  the  last-mentioned  date,  passenger  and  freight  trains  have  been 
run  in  connexion,  by  the  engine  belonging  to  the  Company. 

Propositions  have  been  made  to  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company 
for  the  use  of  this  road,  but  no  contract  has  yet  been  made. 
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The  receipts  and  expenditures  the  past  year,  viz. : 
Receipts  from  assessments, 

"     transportation  passengers, 
merchandize, 
"  "     miscellaneous, 


832,670  00 
6,168  13 
6,494  92 

51  48 

$45,384  53 


Expenditures. 

For  construction  of  road, $16,187  51 

engine,  cars  and  road  furniture,           -         -         -  15,213  96 

buildings,  engine  and  car-houses,         -         -         -  2,495  45 

land,  land  damages  and  fencing,         -         -         -  8,340  22 

repairs  of  cars,           ..-.-.  143  24 

"      of  road, 156  35 

all  other  expenses,  including  the  sum  of  $3961  99 

to  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Company,           -  5,890  38 

$48,427  11 


In  compliance  with  the  act  of  19th  April,  1837,  the  directors  fur- 
ther report : 
The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is       -  §202,660  00 


The  total  amount  expended,  viz.  : 
For  construction  of  road, 
"    engine,  cars  and  road  furniture, 
"    land,  land  damages,  and  fencing, 
"    buildings,  engine,  and  car-houses, 
"    all  other  expenses, 


$143,586  77 

18,560  86 

34,177  47 

2,495  45 

24,324  00 

$223,144  55 


The  length  of  the  extension  of  the  road,  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
17th  March,  1841,  is  six  miles  and  thirty-six  feet. 

The  number  of  planes  are  twenty,  viz. :  on  the  main  road,  twelve  ; 

on  the  first  lateral  track,   six  ;  on   the  second  lateral  track,  one  ;  and 

on  third  lateral  track,  one  ;  of  which  seven  are  level,  and  thirteen  are 

inclined  per  mile  as  follows  :  one  of  10  feet,  one  of  31  68-100  feet, 

10 


70  CHARLESTOWN  BRANCH  RAIL-ROAD.  [Jan. 

one  of  17  41-100  feet,  one  of  15  31-100  feet,  two  of  26  40-100  feet, 
one  of  19  53-100  feet,  one  of  21  12-100  feet,  two  of  10  56-100  feet, 
and  one  of  18  48-100  feet. 

The  greatest  curvature  is  at  the  depot  at  Fresh  Pond,  the  termination 
of  the  first  lateral  track,  having  a  radius  of  633  feet. 

The  average  width  of  the  grade  is  about  15  feet.  The  manner  in 
which  the  rails  are  supported  is  as  follows  :  sub-sills  of  white  pine  plank, 
3  inches  thick  and  8  to  10  inches  wide,  are  first  laid,  on  a  bed  of  gravel 
or  sand,  with  joint  plank  three  feet  long  ;  on  these,  cedar  sleepers  are 
laid  transversely,  three  feet  apart,  to  which  are  spiked  the  rails,  which 
are  of  the  T  pattern,  weighing  56  pounds  to  the  yard,  with  cast-iron 
chairs  at  joints,  except  about  1500  feet  at  the  end  of  the  third  lateral 
track,  which  are  of  the  fish-belly  pattern,  set  in  chairs  and  spiked  to 
the  sleepers.  About  3000  feet  of  the  road  next  to  the  Lowell  rail-road 
is  supported  on  piling,  with  caps  and  longitudinal  stringers  instead  of 
sub-sills. 

The  number  of  miles  run  during  the  year  1842 — 

By  passenger  and  freight  trains, 6,723 

do         trains, 4,536 

"  gravel           do. 174 


Total, 11,433 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JAMES  DANA, 

EDW.  PICKERING, 

G.  WASHINGTON  WARREN. 

JACOB  HITTINGER, 

NATH.  J.  WYETH, 

SAM'L  M.  FELTON, 

EBEN'R  BARKER. 


Charlestown,  January  25,  1843. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Middlesex  ss.     Charlestown,  January  27th,    1843.     Personally 
appeared  the  aforegoing  named  James  Dana,  Edward   Pickering,  G. 
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Washington  Warren,  Nathaniel  J.  Wyeth,  Samuel  M.  Felton,  Ebenezer 
Barker  and  Jacob  Hittinger,  being  directors  in  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report, 
by  them  respectively  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  their  best  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Before  me, 

NATH'L  AUSTIN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

EASTERN     RAIL -ROAD 

COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  respectfully  sub- 
mit their  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures. 

During  the  year  1842,  the  road  has  continued  in  operation  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Eastern  Rail-road  in  New  Hampshire,  without  injury 
to  a  single  passenger,  or  any  interruption  of  its  regular  traffic.  A  few 
days  after  the  date  of  their  last  annual  report,  the  new  depot  building 
at  East  Boston  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  wharf  on  which  it  stood 
considerably  injured.  The  former  has  been  rebuilt,  and  the  latter 
thoroughly  repaired,  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  and  eighty-one  dollars, 
out  of  the  current  income  of  the  road.  The  new  ferry-boat,  mentioned 
in  the  last  report,  has  been  in  use  nearly  the  whole  year,  and  is  found 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  business  for  which  she  was  intended.  In  order 
to  complete  the  communication  with  the  State  of  Maine,  the  Eastern 
rail-road  in  New  Hampshire  have  recently  continued  their  road  from 
the  depot  in  Portsmouth  to  the  line  dividing  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maine,  in  the  Piscataqua  river,  where  it  meets  and  joins  the 
Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  rail -road,  which  extends  thence  to  Port- 
land, and  was  opened  for  public  travel  on  the  22d  November  last,  so  that 
the  communication  is  complete  by  rail-road,  between  Boston  and  Port- 
land, without  any  delays  or  change  of  cars.  In  consequence  of  this 
junction  increasing  the  inconveniences  of  a  single  track  only,  between 
places  of  so  much  intercourse  as  Salem  and  Boston,  it  has  been  deemed 
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advisable  to  lay  a  second  track  from  the  depot  in  East  Boston  to  a  point 
in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  about  three  and  a  half  miles,  whence  the  whole 
line  to  the  commencement  of  the  second  track  in  Lynn,  can  be  readily 
seen,  and  nearly  all  the  advantages  of  a  continuous  double  track  be- 
tween Boston  and  Salem  be  obtained.  For  this  purpose,  the  iron  has 
been  purchased,  and  the  work  is  in  course  of  completion. 

The  flat  rail  now  in  use  on  the  Marblehead  branch,  being  found  in- 
adequate to  the  constant  use  and  speed  required  for  the  public  conve- 
nience, the  directors  have  determined  to  replace  it  with  chair  rail,  simi- 
lar to  the  main  track.  The  iron  is  bought,  and  will  be  laid  as  soon  as 
the  weather  will  permit. 

To  give  proper  accommodations  to  the  great  number  of  travellers 
who  proceed  to  and  from  Boston  over  this  road,  and  avoid  the  delays 
incident  to  the  use  of  the  same  slip  by  the  boats  of  this  and  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferry  Company,  it  was  found  that  a  larger  passenger-house, 
greater  conveniences  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of  baggage,  and 
more  space  for  the  numerous  carriages  and  other  vehicles  requisite  at 
such  a  station,  and  a  separate  slip  exclusively  for  their  own  boat,  were 
indispensable.  To  procure  such  at  their  present  location  was  impossi- 
ble. On  the  contrary,  from  the  increase  of  business  on  Lev/is  wharf, 
the  advantages  of  this  position  were  daily  lessening,  and  the  obstruc- 
tions to  it  continually  augmenting.  Under  these  circumstances,  the 
directors,  after  surmounting  great  difficulties  as  to  title,  &c.  succeeded 
in  purchasing  two  extensive  wharf-lots  immediately  north  of  their  pres- 
ent station,  which  they  are  now  preparing  for  use,  and  on  which  they 
are  erecting  a  spacious  building,  for  the  convenience  of  travellers  over 
the  road.  They  have  also  made  arrangements,  which  they  conceive 
very  much  for  the  interest  of  the  corporation,  for  the  sale  of  their  prop- 
erty in  Lewis  wharf,  and  also  for  the  future  management  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferry  Company,  and  the  appropriation  of  a  separate  slip  for 
its  purposes,  by  which  its  public  utility  will  be  very  much  enhanced. 
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From  Passengers  on  the  main  route. 
"     January  1st  to  June  3Uth, 
"     July  1st  to  December  3 1st, 

From  Passengers  on  Marblehead  br'ch. 
"     January  1st  to  June  30th, 
"     July  1st  to  December  3 1st, 

From  Merchandize. 

"     January  1st  to  June  30th, 
July  1st  to  December  31st, 

From  Mail. 
"     January  1st  to  June  30th," 
"     July  1st  to  December  31st 

From  Rents. 

"     January  1st  to  June  30th. 
"     July  1st  to  Docemer  31st, 

From  incidental  receipts. 
"     January  1st  to  June  30th, 
"      July  1st  to  December  31st, 
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Total  amount  of  receipts  brought  forward. 

$269,168  72 

The  current  Expenditures  of  conducting  the  business 

and  maintaining  the  road,  have  been  : 

j  January  1st  to 
June"  30th. 

July  1st  to 
December  31st. 

.Total. 

Machine  shop, 

$237  83  j     $1,686  68 

$1,924  51 

Maintenance  of  way, 

8,139  01          6,647  30 

14,786  31  ! 

Locomotive  power, 

18,613  77 

20,532  68 

39,146  45 

Train  expenses, 

7,556  88 

7,217  72 

14,774  60 

Office  establishment,              7,960  64 

6,356  70 

14,317  34 

Station  expenses, 

14,477  70 

12.595  12 

27,072  82  1 

Ferry  disbursements, 

3,597  40 

2,661  87 

6,259  27  : 

Mail  expenses,  extra, 

474  06 

284  35 

758  41  j 

$61,057  29 

$57,982  42 

! 
$119,039  71 

Interest  paid  State,     . 

12,500  00 

12,500  00 

25,000  00  | 

873,557  29 

$70,482  42 

$144,039  71 

Total  amount  of  Expenditures, 

144,039  71 

8125,129  01 

Amount  of  dividend  to  stockholders,  six  per 

cent. 

July. 

Eastern  Rail-road,          .            .        $48,000  00 
«              «        N.  H.            .           12,000  00 

January. 

$48,000  00 
12,000  00 

$60,000  00 

$60,000  00 

Total  amount  of  dividend, 

120,000  00 

Balance  December  31,  1841, 

$5,129  01 
20,232  17 

$25,361  18 
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The  capital  stock  of  the  company  paid  in,  is  $1,600,000  00 

State  scrip  loan,  500,000  00 


82,100,000  00 


The  net  amount  expended  during  the  year  1842,  and  added  to  the 
cost  of  the  road,  or  construction  account,  was  $32,383  23,  which  is 
exclusive  of  any  receipts  or  expenditures  arising  out  of  the  improve- 
ments in  progress  at  the  new  depot  in  Boston,  or  of  the  second  track 
now  constructing  between  East  Boston  and  Chelsea. 

D.  A.  NEAL, 
JOHN  BRYANT,  Jr. 
AMOS  B1NNEY, 
JNO.  ELIOT  THAYER, 
ISAIAH  BREED, 
JOHN  HOOPER. 


Suffolk  ss.     Boston,  January  11,  1843. 

Then  personally  appeared  David  A.  Neal,  John  Bryant,  Jr.,  Amos 
Binney,  John  E.  Thayer,  Isaiah  Breed  and  John  Hooper,  and  severally 
made  oath  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge.  Before  me, 

B.  T.  REED,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


NORWICH     AND     WORCESTER 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation, 
in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
present  this  their  seventh  Annual  Report,  as  follows  : 

Cost  of  the  road,  engines,  depots,  wharves,  &c.  &c, 

see  commissioners'  report  to  31st  Dec.  1842,  -    $2,158,561  93 

Receipts  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1842, 
are  as  follows  : 

For  transportation  of  passengers,           -  $84,342  68 

«             "               «  freight,    -             -  45,419  11 

"             "              "  mail  and  express,  5,000  00 

"  rents  and  wharfage,             -             -  3,556  49 
"  monies  received  in  1842,  but  earned 

in  the  year  1841,               -             -  19,040  29 


157,358  57 


Expenses  during  the  year  ending  31st  Dec.  1842. 

For  repairs  of  road,      -             -             .-  $  6,830  47 

™        M        "  engines  and  cars,            -  9,618  38 

"  fuel,  oil,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  42,122  23 
11  salaries,  loss  on  stock  and  cars,  and 

office  expenses,     -             -             -  15,888  68 
11 
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For  expenses  of  running  previous  to  1842,    $     734  79 
"     interest  on  all  loans  and  debts,         -      46,935  77 


122,130  32 


Total  amount  to  credit,  profit  and  loss,  -  -  $35,228  25 


Whole  number  of  miles  run  during  the  year. 

By  passenger  trains,     -  105,666 

By  freight           «._-...  37,760 

For  road-clearing,  &c.               ....  895 


Whole  number  of  miles  run,    -  144,321 

The  tables  herewith  submitted  will  explain  more  fully  the  business 
of  the  corporation. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  11th 
of  October,  a  period  of  nearly  nine  and  a  half  months,  the  revenue  derived 
from  what  is  termed  the  steamboat  train,  was  seriously  affected  by  the 
reduction  made  by  other  lines  on  the  travel  between  Boston  and  New 
York,  and  to  which  this  corporation  was  obliged  to  submit. 

This  difficulty  is  now  adjusted,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  evils  and 
losses  experienced  the  past  season,  by  all  the  New  York  and  Boston 
lines,  will  prevent  its  recurrence. 

No  dividend  has  been  declared  during  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1842. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  TYLER, 

J.  G.  W.  TRUMBULL. 

R.  HUBBARD, 

JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL, 

W.  P.  GREENE, 

JEDEDIAH  HUNTINGTON, 

HENRY  HANS. 

Directors, 


1843.]  SENATE— No.  81.  79 


State  of  Connecticut. 

New*  London  County,  ss.     Norwich,  Conn.,  Jan.  25th,  1843. 

Then  personally  appeared  Daniel   Tyler,  J.  G.   W.  Trumbull,  R. 
Hubbard,  John   A.   Rockwell,  Wm.   P.  Greene,  Jedediah   Huntington, 
aod  made  oath,  severally,  that  the  foregoing  statement 
by  them  subscribed,  is  true  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Before  me, 

JOSEPH  WILLIAMS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

We,  the  subscribers,  commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company,  appointed  by  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut,  having  examined  the  foregoing  report  of 
the  Directors  of  said  Company,  believe  it  to  be  correct  and  approve  of 

the  same. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

A.  H.  BULLOCK, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
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Passenger  and  Freight  Earnings  in  1841. 


Total  Passenger  i 

Accommodation.  Steamboat  Train. 

Earnings. 

Freight. 

TOTAL. 

January,   . 

SI. 488  53i 

S2.236  86 

83,725  39i 

$2,778  19 

86,503  58 

February, 

1.366  43| 

2,179  40 

3,545  83 

2.464  37 

6,010  20 

March, 

2,920  88J 

2,824  54 

5.745  42 

3.671  12 

9,416  54 

April, 

3.348  92 

3.412  36 

6,761  28 

1.716  21 

11.477  49 

Mav. 

3.437  36i 

3.661  63 

7.098  99 

5.103  06 

12,202  05 

June, 

3,249  46 

4,193  09 

7.442  55 

4.840  58 

12,283   13 

July, 

1.702  25 

8,481  98 

13,274  23 

5,033  28 

18,307  51 

August,     . 

4,546  50 

8.065  53 

12.612  03 

'.500  00 

17,112  03 

September, 

4.929  89 

8,709  24 

13.639  13 

4.979  15 

18,618  28 

October,  . 

4,461  03 

6,170  66 

10.631  69 

5.610  57 

16.212  26 

November, 

3,343  43 

5,464  64 

8.808  07 

J21  15 

13,629  22 

December. 

2,662  93 

3,384  86 

6,047  70 

4,076  86 

10,124  65 

$40,547  61  •-.58.784  79 

399,332  40  852,594  54 

'8151,926  94 

Passenger  and  Freight  Earnings  in  1842. 


! 

rotal  Passenger  | 

Accommodation. 

Steamboat  Train  ] 

Earnings. 

Freight. 

TOTAL. 

January,   . 

$2,579  66 

$2,285  18 

$4,864  84 

82.652  44 

517  28 

February, 

2,682  99 

1,297  6U 

3,980  59 

2.457  94 

6.138  53 

March, 

3,288  67 

1  18 

5.249  85 

3.409  15 

8.659  00 

April. 

3.272  60 

1,740  83 

5.013  43 

4,509  33 

522  76 

May, 

3.069  70 

2.154  77 

5,224  47 

3,756  12 

8,980  59 

J  une, 

3,247  13 

1,828  46| 

5,075  59 

3.383  84 

8.459  43 

July, 

3,723  83 

4,250  60; 

7.97  4  43 

3,51 

11.563  16 

August,     . 

3,898  39 

6,483  36l 

10,381  75 

3.435  80 

13.817  55 

September, 

5,272  82 

6,333  79 

11,006  61 

4.380  71 

15,987  32 

October,     . 

3,610  56 

5,984 

9,594  94 

4,603  48 

14,198  42 

November. 

2.810  64 

4.542  11 

7,382  75 

5.027  43 

12,410  18 

December. 

2,030  24 

2,963  19 

4,993  43 

4,214  14 

9,207  57 

839.517  23 

841,825  45  881,342  68  ! 

1  45,419  11 

8126,761  79 
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The  undersigned,  having  been  called  upon  to  examine  the  accounts 
relative  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
Company,  and  for  deciding  what  part  of  said  expenditures  were  appli- 
cable to  the  road  in  Connecticut,  and  what  part  to  the  road  in  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  having,  on  this  twentieth  day  of  January,  1843,  exam- 
ined the  said  accounts  of  said  company,  do  find  that  since  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1841,  there  has  been  expended  by  said  company,  up  to 
the  31st  December,  IS42  : 


In  Connecticut  : 

For  masonry, 

$128  50 

"     depot  buildings, 

700  91 

"     land  damages, 

1,566  28 

"     flood-gates, 

102  90 

"     railway  timber, 

362  80 

u     railway  iron,    . 

63  68 

t:    wharf, 

3  00 

Amount  expended  in  Connecticut  in  1842,       $2,928  07 
Amount  expended   in   Connecticut   up  to 

31st  Dec.  1841,  .  .  .   1,513,031   33f 


81,515,959  40: 


Deduct  land  sold  in  Connecticut  in  1842, 

§610  06 


rf  two  cars  sold. 


2,114  9S 


3,731  04 


Total  amount  expended  in  Conn,  to  31st  Dec,  1842,     $1,512,228  36} 


Expended  in  Massachusetts,  year  ending  31st  Dec,  1842  : 
For  graduation,       .  .  $5  62 

11    depot  buildings,  .  174  05 

M    county  roads,  .  1  00 

"     land  damages,  .  3,052  73 

"     railway  timber,  .  151  72 


Amount  expended  in  Massachusetts  in  1842,   83,385   12 
Amount    expended    in    Massachusetts    to 

31st  Dec,  1841,  .  .      644,005  93} 

$647,391  05£ 
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Deduct  for  J  two  cars  sold  in  1842,  1  057  49 


Total  amount  expended  in  Mass.  to  31st  Dec,  1842,  646,333  56J 

Total  cost  of  the  whole   road,  in  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, 31st  Dec,  1842,  $2,158,561  93 

It  appears  from  the  examination  of  the  books  of  said  company,  that 
the  said  corporation  have  kept  distinct  and  separate  accounts  of  the  ex- 
penditures in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  respectively,  agreeably  to 
the  acts  of  said  States  creating  the  present  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company. 

The  receipts  of  the  company,  for  transportation  of  passengers,  mails 
and  merchandize,  during  the  year  ending  the  31st  Dec,  1842,  as  shown 
by  the  treasurer's  books,  are  8153,802  08 
Deduct  this  amount  received 

on  account  of  business  of 

former  years,  19,040  29 

$134,761  79 

Received  for  rents  and  wharfage,  2,556  49 

Add  this  amount  due  for  express,  1  000  00 


$138,318  28 


For  earnings  of  former  years,  as  stated  above,  which  not 
having  been  then  received,  were  not  embraced  in  for- 
mer statements,  .....        19,040  29 

8157,358  57 

And  for  the  expenditures  for  the  same   period,  for  running  the  road 
and  repairs. 
This   amount   incurred    during   the   year 

1842>  •  •  $58,571  08 

This  amount  paid  in  1842, 

but  previously  incurred,  734  79 


This  amount  for  salaries  in 
1842,  paid,      $4,820  34 

This  amount  for 
salaries,  ac- 
crued, not  p'd,       646   11 


$59,305  87 


5,466  45 
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Contingent  expenses.  This  amount  being 
loss  or  depreciation  of  stock,  which 
had,  for  the  most  part,  been  previously- 
sustained,  but  had  not  been  enter- 
ed,       .  .  .         $6,418  00 

Miscellaneous,      .  .  2,747  74 


Office  expenses,  ...  856  49 

Loss  on  two  cars  sold,       .  .  .  400  00 

Interest  paid  during  the  year  1842, 

$44,935  77 
accrued,  estimated,         2,000  00 


$9,165  74 

•    $75,194  55 

46,935  77 
Balance  to  profit,  .  35,228  25 

$157,358  57 

Of  which,  set  to  Mass'ts,  $11,742  75 

And  to  Connecticut,  23,485  50 

From  the  preceding  statement,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of 
receipts  during  the  year  1842,  were  $157,35S  57,  from  which  deduct 
$19,040  29,  belonging  to  former  years,  and  the  balance,  $138,318  28, 
is  the  amount  received  for  the  business  of  the  year.  The  whole  amount 
of  expenses  are  $122,130  32— deduct  $734  79,  belonging  to  former 
period,  and  the  balance,  $121,395  53,  is  the  amount  of  expenses  be- 
longing to  1842,  which  shows  a  net  profit  on  the  business  of  the  year 
of  $16,922  75. 

Norwich,  Connecticut,  Jan.  20th,  1843. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

A.  H.  BULLOCK, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts 


SENATE— No.  31.  85 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

NASHUA     AND     LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD     CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation 
hereby  submit  their  seventh  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  acts  of  incorporation,  from 
November  1st,  1841  to  November  1st,  1842. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in,  is  -         -    8380,000  00 

all  of  which  has  been  expended  as  follows  : 
For  construction  of  road  in  Massachusetts,    $215,929  54 
For  construction  of  road  in  N.  Hampshire,       164,070  46 

8380,000  00 


The  earnings  of  the  road  collected  and  due  from  Nov.  1, 

1841,  to  Nov.  1,  1842,  are  as  follows  : 
From  passengers,  -  -  -      $66,805  46 

From  Freight,     -  -  -  63,124  72 

From  rents  and  mail  money,        -  -  1,758  73 

Total  earnings  of  road  for  year,  -  -  -    8131,188  91 

The  expenses  of  the  road   during  the  same  period,  paid 

and  unpaid,  are  as  follows  : 
Repairs  of  road,  -  -  -  -      $  3,705  80 

Repairs  of  depots.  633  07 
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Repairs  of  engines  and  cars,        -             -  $  7,159  79 
Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation, 

for  their  proportion  of  passenger  rec'ts,  20,509  62 

do.                 do.                  do.          freight,  24,947  76 

Charlestown  Wharf  Company,     -             -  1,195  67 

Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation,  1,091  90 

Fuel,  oil,  salaries  and  expenses,  .             -  32,333  92 

Amount  of  expenses  for  the  year,  -  91,577  53 

Balance  of  nominal  profits  for  the  year,  -  -     $39,611  38 

From  this  amount,  the   following  dividends  have   been 

declared  for  the  year. 

June  1,  1842,  -         4  per  cent.         -     $15,200  00 

Dec.  1,  1842,  -         4  per  cent.         -        15,200  00 

$30,400  00 

Leaving  a  nominal  balance,  including  $4,697  80  earned 
but  not  yet  collected,  and  a  part  of  which  will  not  be 
realized,  to  be  carried  to  the  "  general  depreciation 
and  contingency  account,"  of  ...        $9,211  38 

The  number  of  miles  run   by  our  locomotives   during  the   past  year 

has  been  as  follows  : 
With  freight  trains,   9,330, — with  passenger  trains,   34,710.      Total, 

44,040  miles. 
Amount  of  freight  over  road  during  year,  ■  -     29,617  tons. 

Whole  number  of  passengers,  including  ways,  -     92,943     " 

DAN.  ABBOT, 
C.  H.  ATHERTON, 
JESSE  BOWERS, 
HENRY  UPHAM, 
HENRY  TIMMIN3, 


Di?'ectors. 


Boston,  January  11M,  1843. 
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Suffolk,  ss.     Boston,  January  11th,  1843. 

Personally  appeared  Daniel  Abbot,  Charles  H.  Atherton,  Jesse  Bow- 
ers, Henry  Upham,  and  Henry  Timmins,  and  made  oath  that  the  above 
report  by  them  subscribed,  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief.  Before  me, 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  by  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and 

New  Hampshire,  commissioners  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road, 

have  examined   the   foregoing  statement  of  accounts  contained  in  this 

report,  and  do  approve  the  same. 

WM.  AMORY, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

CHARLES  J.  FOX, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

NEW    BEDFORD    AND    TAUNTON 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion do  hereby  make  their  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  do- 
ings, receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  acts  of  incorporation,  to  31st 
December,  1842. 

Amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  $400,000  00 

Expenditures. 

Amount  expended   on  cost  of  road,  at 

the  time  of  the  last  annual  report,         $392,052  87 

Since  which  time  there  has   been   paid 

for  land,  fencing,  &c.  -         -  2,742  81 


Amount  paid  for  20  |  31  parts  engines, 

cars,  &c.  at  the  time  of  last  report,  30,705  13 

Amount  expended  since,  -         -  621  64 


394,795  68 


31,326  77 


Whole  cost  of  road,  engines- and  cars,  -         -       $426,122  45 


The  receipts  during  the  year  ending  31st   December, 
1842,  have  been  as  follows  : 
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Amount  received  for  transportation  of 

passengers,  -  '      -         -         -         $43,482  94 

Amount  received  for  transportation  of 

merchandize,       ....  8,920  40 

Amount  received  for  transportation"  of 

U.  S.  mail,  -         -         -         -  2,100  00 

Amount  received  from  Taunton  Branch 
Rail-road  Corporation,  under  our 
agreement  with  them  of  1st  Novem- 
ber, 1839,  -  1,272  32 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1842,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Repairs  of  road,      ....  $3,44102 

"         "  engines  and  cars,    -         -  4,418  51 

Fuel,   oil,   salaries   and   miscellaneous 

expenses,  ....  15,495  34 


$55,775  66 


$23,354  87 


There  has  been  two  dividends  declared  during  the 
year,  of  3  per  cent,  each,  on  the  amount  of  capital, 
$400,000— say $24,000  00 

Statement  of  the  number  of  miles  run  by  the  different 
trains  over  the  road  for  the  year  ending  31st  De- 
cember, 1842  : 

Passenger  trains,  -         -         -         26,760  miles 

Extra  trains,  ....  1,332     " 

Merchandize  trains,        -         -         -         12,642     " 


40,734  miles. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


JOS.  GRINNELL, 
DAVID  R.  GREENE, 
GEO.  HOWLAND, 
ALFRED  GIBBS, 
THOS.  MANDELL, 
P.  G.  SEABURY, 

Directors. 
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Bristol,  ss.  New  Bedford,  January  18,  1843. 

Then  the  said  Joseph  Grinnell,  Thomas  Mandell,  P.  G.  Seabury, 
Alfred  Gibbs  and  David  R.  Greene,  severally  made  oath,  and  the  said 
George  Howland  made  solemn  affirmation,  that  the  foregoing  statement 
by  them  severally  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

JOHN  HENRY  CLIFFORD, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

TAUNTON    BRANCH    RAIL-ROAD 

CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  do  here- 
by make  the  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is      -  $250,000  00 


The  expenditures,  during  the  year  ending  November 
30,  1842,  have  been  as  follows  : 

For  repairs  of  the  rail-road, $3,558  61 

For  repairs  of  the  engines  and  cars,  -         -         -  2,418  63 

Amount  paid  to  the  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence Rail-road  Corporation  for  their 
proportion  of  the  receipts  from  pas- 
sengers,       $26,884  49 

Amount  paid  said  corporation  for  their 
proportion  of  the  receipts  from  mer- 
chandize,         7,127  92 


34,012  41 


Amount  paid  to  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail- 
road Corporation,  under  the  agreement  between  the 
two  corporations, 2,772  32 
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Expenses  incurred  for  a  station-house  at  Norton,  for 
improvements  on  the  engine-house  and  machine- 
shop  at  Taunton,  and  for  this  corporation's  propor- 
tion of  the  cost  of  a  new  locomotive,     -         -         -  $2,927  10 

Other  miscellaneous  expenditures,    -  12,088  51 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,       -  $57,777  58 

The  income  of  the  corporation  during  the  year  ending 

November  30,  1842,  has  been  as  follows  : 

Amount  received  from  the  transportation  of  passengers,  $55,7 1 1  62 

Income  from  the  transportation  of  merchandize,          -  18,963  07 

Amount  of  other  miscellaneous  receipts,             -         -  2,495  90 


Total  amount  of  income, $77,170  59 


A  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  has  been   made  payable 

on  July  1,  1842,  amounting  to       -  $10,000  00 

A  dividend  of  four  per  cent,  has  been  declared  paya- 
ble on  January  2,  1843,  amounting  to     -         -         -  10,000  00 

Total, $20,000  00 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains  over  the 
Taunton  Branch  rail-road  exclusively,  during  the 
year  ending  November  30,  1842,  has  been     -         -  14,642 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  merchandize  trains  over 

the  same  and  during  the  same  period,  has  been       -  6,796 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  extra  trains,  mostly  for 

passengers,  has  been 466 

Total,      --------  21,904 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THO.  B.  WALES, 
JNO.  F.  LORING, 
SAMUEL  QUINCY, 
WM.  A.  CROCKER, 
SAM.  FROTHINGHAM, 

Directors. 
Boston,  Jan.  24,  1843. 
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Suffolk  ss.     Boston,  January  24,  1843. 

Then  personally  appeared  T.  B.  Wales,  J.  F.  Loring,  S.  Quincy, 
Wm.  A.  Crocker  and  S.  Frothingham,  and  made  oath  that  the  forego- 
ing report,  by  them  subscribed,  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

FITCHBURG     RAIL-ROAD 

CORPORATION. 
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To  the  honorable,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Corporation  hereby  submit 
their  First  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  under  their  acts  of 
incorporation,  from  March  the  3d,  1842,  to  February  1st,  1843. 

On  the  13th  of  July  the  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  met  at  Con- 
cord, and  proceeded  to  organize  the  Company,  by  the  choice  of  thir- 
teen directors,  and  fixed  the  day  for  the  annual  meetings,  viz  :  the  sec- 
ond Monday  of  January. 

Surveys  have  been  made  of  the  country  between  Fresh  Pond  mead- 
ows and  Fitchburg.  A  portion  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  the 
selection  of  a  route  very  easy  ;  at  some  other  points,  the  choice  was 
more  difficult.  The  results  were,  however,  as  a  whole,  very  favorable. 
The  grades  have  been  reduced  beyond  what  was  anticipated.  Gravel 
and  sand,  the  best  materials  for  a  road-bed,  abound  upon  the  route. 
The  earths  to  be  excavated  are  for  the  most  part  easy,  there  being  but 
very  little  rock-cutting  upon  the  whole  line. 

The  expenses  incurred  have  been  very  moderate.  The  precise 
amount  we  are  not  able  to  state  at  this  time,  as  the  accounts  have  not 
all  been  rendered  ;  they  will  not  probably  exceed  twenty- five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  subscription  list  is  already  quite  large,  both  in  the  number  of 
subscribers,  comprising  a  great  portion  of  the  population  on  the  line  of 
the  road,  and,  in  the  amount  subscribed,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
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that  we  shall  be  able  to  commence  the  construction  of  the  road  early 
in  the  spring. 

ALVAH  CROCKER, 
N.  F.  CUNNINGHAM, 
JACOB  FOSTER, 
DAVID  H.  LORING, 
HORATIO  ADAMS, 
WINTHROP  E.  FAULKNER, 
ISRAEL  LONGLEY, 
E.  HASKET  DERBY. 


Suffolk  ss.     February  2,  1843. 

Personally  appeared  Alvah  Crocker,  E.  H.  Derby  and  Jacob  Foster, 
and  made  oath  that  the  above  report  by  them  subscribed   was  true, 
according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 
Before  me, 

II.  WEED  FULLER,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EIGHTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF    THE 

DIRECTORS    OF    THE    WESTERN    RAIL-ROAD 
CORPORATION 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE,  JANUARY,  1844. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the    Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  Directors  of  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  account  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  results  of 
the  operations  of  the  road  for  the  year  1843,  being  the  Eighth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Legislature. 

Capital  and  Loans. 
Amount  received  on  assessments,      82,695,601  57 
"      of  3220  shares  held  by  the 
Corporation,  .         .         .         282,479  39 

Amount  of  415  shares  pledged  to 

the  corporation,      .         .         .  21,919  04 

83,000,000  00 

Amount  of  sterling  bonds,  ,£899,900  a  $4  80         .  4,319,520  00 

Albany  city  bonds,       ....  1,000,000  00 


$8,319,520  00 


Receipts. 
Received  during  the  year  1S43, 
For  transportation  of  passengers,  $275,139  64 

merchandize,         275,696   19 
"  "  mails,  express- 

es, &c,         ,  23,046  68 
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$573,882  51 
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Expenditures. 
Expended    during   the    year    1843,    exclusive    of 
amount  spent  and   charged   to  the  cost  of  the 
Road: 
For  repairs  of  road,      .         .         .         $48,364  52 
"  engines  and  cars,    .  52,841  41 

buildings,  &c,         .  7,055  46 

For  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  and 

miscellaneous  expenses,     .         .  195,711  67 


$303,972  06 


*  In  this  is  included  the  amount  of  certain  expendi- 
tures belonging  to  prior  years,  though  paid  in 
1843, 20,145  63 


Leaving   the    amount   chargeable   to  the   business 

of  1843, $283,826  43 

Amount  paid   the  sinking  fund  of  the  Albany  and 

Western  Rail-road, 10,000  00 

f  Interest  accruing  and  paid  during  the  year,  being 

the  whole  amount  of  interest  on  permanent  and 

floating  debts, 284,482  49 


$578  309  92 


The  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotive  engines, 
during  the  year  1843,  is  with 

Passenger  trains, 216,139 

Merchandize  " 197,603 

Miscellaneous " 27,866J 


Total  miles,     .  ....         441,608£ 


*  Note. — This  amount  is  made  up  as  follows  :  Bills  chargeable  to  period 
prior  to  1843,  as  collision  damages,  about  $6,000  ;  other  bills,  the  balance,        $12,236  60 

Expenses  paid  in  1843,  chargeable  to  deterioration  of  cars,  &c.,  of  a  prior 
period, 10,109  03 

$22,345  63 
Less  amount,  in  part  outstanding  in  1843, 2,200  00 

$20,145  63 

t  Note.— The  balance  of  interest  on  Treasurer's  books  is  less  by  $3,571  41,  being 
amount  of  interest  paid  in  1843,  but  accruing  in  former  years. 
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Sinking  Funds. 
The  value  of  the  sinking  fund  of 

the  Western  Rail-road   was  on 

the  1st  of  January,  1843,  .        $177,529  53 

Amount  of  interest  and  dividends 

received,  ....  9,107  82 


$186,637  40 
Interest  accrued  but  not  due,         .  2,372   17 


Value  of  the  fund,  January  1,  1844,       .         .         .  $189,009  57 

The  value  of  the  sinking  fund 
of  the  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road  was,  on  the  1st 
January,  1843,  .         .         .        $110,653  25 

Interest  received,  .         .         .  6,899  27 

"      due  but  not  paid,      .         .  915  06 

"      accrued  but  not  due,         .  2,033  20 

Amount  paid  by  Western  Rail- 
road Corporation,  one  per  cent, 
on  amount  of  bonds,  .         .  10,000  00 

Value  of  the  fund  January  1,  1844,  .         .         .  130,500  78 


Total  value  of  the  two  funds,  January  1,  1844,      $319,510  35 

The  increase  of  the  two  funds,  therefore,  in  the 
year  1843  is 

1.  By  interest  accrued  thereon  during  the  year,  .  $21,327  52 

2.  "  the  annual  payments  to  the  Albany  fund,  .  10,000  00 


$31,327  52 


Assets 

Independent  of  the  road  : 
3,220  shares  Western  Rail-road  stock  a  $52,  .  $167,440  00 

Notes  receivable,   partly   secured   by   a  pledge  of 

shares,  which  at  $55  per  share  may  involve  a 

loss  of  $4,245  91, 28,188  23 
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Amount  due  from  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.,  London,  4,799  05 
"         "           James  Barnes,  Superintendent,   .  1,929  15 
J.  M.  Ross,        ....  4,595  00 
Amount  of  outstanding  bills  in  transportation  de- 
partment,              91,729  39 

Amount  of  materials  on  hand,         ....  84,682  64 

Cash  in  hands  Treasurer  of  Western  Rail-road  Co.,  41,742  15 

Albany  &  W.  S.  R.  R. 

Co., 15,270  00 


$440,375  61 


Debts. 

Exclusive  of  the  Massachusetts  and  Albany  bonds  : 
Notes  payable,  ....  $244,750  70 
Sundry  accounts,  .  .  .  1,485  25 
Interests  due  and  unpaid  on  ster- 
ling bonds,  ....  3,660  00 
Interest  accrued  but  not  due,  .  48,815  54 
on  Albany  bonds,  30,270  00 


$328,981  49 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  corporation  is  liable,  on  the  guaranty  of 
certain  notes  discounted  at  bank,  which  are  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
shares,  which  at  $55  per  share  may  involve  a  loss  of  $12,252  75,  if 
the  notes  should  not  be  paid. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  treasurer  is  appended,  marked  N. 

Operations  of  the  Road. 

Four  passenger  trains  have  passed  over  the  entire  length  of  the  road 
every  day  throughout  the  year — with  the  exception  of  Sundays,  and  an 
occasional  detention  in  winter — affording,  by  means  of  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Rail-road  on  one  hand,  and  the  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road  on  the  other,  an  ample,  speedy  and  direct  communi- 
cation between  the  cities  of  Boston  and  Albany. 

Regular  trains  for  the  transportation  of  merchandize  have  also  trav- 
ersed the  road  in  both  directions  daily,  with  the  exceptions  mentioned 
above,  supplying  abundant  facilities  for  the  cheap  interchange  of  com- 
modities between  the  east  and  the  west. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  the  board  to  add,  that  the  great  number  of  miles 
accomplished  by  the  trains  during  the  year  has  been  attended  with  espe- 
cial freedom  from  any  accident  of  importance. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  year,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
were,  from  all  sources, 

In  1842, $512,688  28 

In  1843,         .         .  .         .         .      573,882  51 


Increase,         ......      $61,194  23 

Showing  an  increase  of  sixty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-four 
dollars  and  twenty-three  cents — the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found 
in  Table  C,  appended  hereto. 

If  we  compare  the  receipts  of  the  last  eight  months  of  the  year  1842 
with  those  of  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  year  1843,  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  business  of  the  road, 
both  in  passengers  and  freight,  the  receipts  being  as  follows  : 

Passengers. 
From  May  1st  to  Dec.  31st,  1842,         .  $202,350  45 

1843,         ....      217,846  46 


Increase, '    $15,496  01 

Freight. 
From  May  1st  to  Dec.  31st,  1842,         ....    $174,897  87 

1843,         ....      219,199  72 


Increase, $44,301  85 

The  aggregate  increase  from  passengers  and  merchandize  is  thus 
seen  to  be,  in  the  last  eight  months  of  1843,  over  the  corresponding 
period  of  1842,  $59,797  86,  although  the  rates  charged,  both  for  pas- 
sengers and  freight,  were  in  April,  1843,  considerably  reduced  from 
those  charged  in  1842. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  rates  proper  to  be  charged  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers  and  merchandize  on  the  Western  Rail-road,  there 
has  been  some  difference  of  opinion  among  the  friends  of  the  road. 
With  respect  to  merchandize,  rates  have  been  gradually  fixed  and  a 
system  slowly  established,  in  which  all  appear  to  acquiesce. 

Exposed  as  the  Western  Rail-road  is  in  various  quarters  to  an  active 
competition  by  water,  the  prices  charged  on  through  freights,  and  to 
those  points  where  competition  affects  the  route,  must  necessarily  be 
low,  and  no  system  of  charges  in  proportion  to  the  distance  carried, 
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can  ever  safely  be  established.  This  should  afford  no  ground  of  com- 
plaint to  those  whose  business,  from  their  location  or  otherwise,  is  not 
affected  by  this  competition.  A  judicious  system  of  charges  for  freight 
must  ever  be  a  subject  of  vital  importance  to  the  corporation,  and  its 
importance  is  augmented  by  the  fact  that  the  income  from  the  freight 
and  mail,  during  the  past  year,  has  exceeded  the  income  from  passen- 
gers, and  has  also  exceeded  the  entire  expense  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  road. 

With  respect  to  passengers,  there  has  been  more  difference  of  opin- 
ion, both  in  the  board  and  in  the  community.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  common  object  of  all,  in  the  views  which  are  held  on  this 
question,  is  to  produce  the  greatest  income  to  the  road  ;  and  it  is  fortu- 
nate that  the  question  is  narrowed  down  to  limits  that  are  not  very  wide 
apart,  and  which  the  experience  of  another  year  will  probably  tend  to 
bring  nearer  together,  and  perhaps  unite,  in  a  rate  alike  beneficial  to 
the  rail-road  and  the  public. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  board  in  1843,  it  was  voted,  after 
much  discussion,  to  reduce  the  rate  for  first  class  through  passengers 
to  two  cents,  and  the  rate  for  first  class  way  travellers  to  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  mile,  and  to  make  a  proportionate  reduction  in  the  second 
class  passengers,  provided  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Com- 
pany should  concur  in  the  reduction.  The  measure  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  latter  company — they  refused  their  assent,  and  the  vote 
was  defeated.  With  a  view,  however,  to  test  the  expediency  of  the 
measure,  the  board  voted  to  make  the  proposed  reduction  on  through 
passengers,  from  whom  about  one  fifth  only  of  the  passenger  income 
has  been  derived,  and  on  the  12th  day  of  April  last  carried  this  reduc- 
tion into  effect  and  continued  it  until  the  first  day  of  December,  when 
the  Hudson  River  usually  closes  and  the  competition  by  water  ceases. 
At  this  period  the  charge  for  first  class  through  passengers  was  ad- 
vanced to  2£  cents  per  mile. 

The  number  of  passengers  through  and  way  for  the  last  eight  months 
of  the  year,  was 

In  1842,  -         -         114,860 J  1st  Class,       -         20,265  2d  Class. 

"  1843,  -         -         12I,400J       "  -         34,102       « 


Increase,         -         -  6,540  13,837 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  there  was  for  the  last  eight  months 
of  1843  an  increase  in  the  1st  class  passengers  of  6440,  and  in  the  2d 
class  passengers,  of  13,837. 
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We  find  on  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  1st  class  passengers  for 
the  whole  year,  that  there  is  a  diminution  from  the  number  of  the  same 
class  in  the  year  1842,  though  the  number  of  the  2d  class  is  very  much 
increased.     Thus, — 

Total  number  of  1st  Class  passengers  in  1842,  -         -         164,390 

"        "  "  "   1843,  -         -         160,412 


Diminution  in  1843, 3978 

Total  number  of  2d  class  passengers  in  1842,  -         -  26,046 

"         "         "        "  «         "  1843,  -         -  40,553 


Increase  in 

1843, 

- 

- 

14,507 

The  through  passengers 

were  in  the  last 

eight  months  of  the 

year, — 

1st  Class. 

2d  Class. 

Total. 

In  1842, 

- 

12,667 

2425 

15,092 

"  1843, 

- 

17,873J 

5986i       - 

23,860 

Increase,         -         -         -  5206  J       -         3561 J       -  8768 

In  January  1842,  the  rates  for  1st  class  through  passengers  was  85  50; 
in  April,  in  1842,  it  was  reduced  to  $5  00 ;  in  December,  1842,  it  was 
advanced  to  $6  00  ;  in  April,  1843,  it  was  reduced  to  84  00 ;  in  De- 
cember, 1843,  it  was  advanced  to  $5  00.  The  rates  for  1st  class  way 
passengers  during  the  past  two  years  have  not  materially  varied  from 
three  cents  per  mile,  and  the  rate  for  2d  class  passengers  has  been  two 
thirds  the  rates  for  the  1st  class. 

The  number  of  way  passengers,  was 

1st  Class.  2d  Class.  Total. 

In  1842,    -         .         148,500  -  23,366  -         171,866 

■  1843     -         -         140,425  -  33,945J  -        174,370J 


Difference,          -            8,085,    diminution  10,579J,  increase  2,504J 

1st  Class.               2d  Class.  Total. 

For  the  last  eight  months  of  1842,        102,193^       17,840  120,033J 

"      "     ■«       "         "        "  1843,        103,527         28,1 15J  13 1,642  J- 


Difference,     -         -  (increase)  1,333J      10,275£       11,609 
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The   whole  number  of  tons  carried  one   mile  by  the   merchandize 
trains  during  the  year  was,  net,  in  1843,  -         -         -     9,414,621 

in  1842,  -        -         -     6,211,971 


Increase  in  1843,  -         -         -     3,202,650 

The  whole  tonnage  is  equal  to  60,350  tons  carried  over  the  whole 
length  of  the  road,  or  156  miles. 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotives  with  merchandize  trains  in 
1843,  being  197,603,  we  find  it  equal  to  1267  trips  through^  averaging 
47f  tons  each  train,  net. 

The  through  freight  from  Boston  to  Albany  was,  in  1842, 2472  tons  ; 
and  in  1843,  5,268  tons ;  shewing  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  through 
freight,  going  west,  of  2,896  tons. 

The  amount  of  freight  received  at  and  sent  from  Boston,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Western  Road,  was 

In  1842, 41,028  tons. 

"    1843,  -        -        -        -  -        -        -        56,368    " 


Increase, 15,340    " 

Flour  received  at  Boston  from  Albany, — 

In  1842, 85,986  barrels. 

"   1843, 123,366      " 

Wool  in  1842,  6,713     bales. 

"    1843,  11,996      " 

The  repairs  of  the  engines  average  6T§TT  cents  per  mile  run. 
The  expense  of  the  road  per  mile  run,  average  64J  cents. 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains  was 

In  1842         -         - 213,862 

"    1843 -         -         -        216,139 


Excess  in  1843 2,277 
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The  number  of  miles  run  by  Freight  Trains  was 

In  1842 158,091 

M    1843         -         -         -        -         -         -        -  197,603 


Excess  in  1843 39,512 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  Engines  for  other  purposes,  such  as  re- 
pairing road,  extra,  &c,  was 

In  1842 25,342 

"    1843 27,S66J 


Excess  in  1843 2,524J 

The  accompanying  tables  exhibit,  in  as  much  detail  as  is  consistent 
with  a  report  like  this,  these  various  facts,  and  reference  is  accordingly 
made  to  them. 

The  election  of  Directors,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Stockholders  and 
the  State,  having  been  long  deferred,  to  await  the  report  of  their  Investi- 
gating Committees,  the  new  Board  of  Directors  was  not  organized  until 
the  21st  of  March,  1843. 

One  of  the  earliest  subjects  which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Board, 
was  a  proposition  that  the  duties  of  President  and  Superintendent  be 
not  united  in  the  same  person,  which  proposition  was  adopted. 

Measures  were  also  adopted  to  restrict  the  number  of  free  tickets 
upon  the  line  within  a  narrow  compass. 

The  subject  of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  Corporation,  rendered 
imperative  by  the  state  of  its  income  and  finances  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  at  an  early  period  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Board. 

By  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board,  the  amount  appropriated  for  the 
salary  and  clerk  hire  and  office  rent  of  the  Treasurer,  including  his 
compensation  as  treasurer  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Com- 
pany, was  fixed,  with  his  assent,  at  $2,800,  the  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties of  his  office  having  been  much  diminished.  The  pay  of  this  officer, 
including  the  same  items,  heretofore  was  $6,000,  which  also  included 
his  pay  as  Treasurer  of  the  Albany    and   West  Stockbridge  Company. 

The  salary  of  the  President  has  recently  been  fixed  at  8500  for  the 
past  year.  The  preceding  year  the  President,  who  was  also  Superin- 
tendent during  most  of  the  year,  received  81,500  from  this  corpora- 
tion, and  as  agent  for  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Company  the 
sum  of  $1,500  also  ;  a  part  of  that  road  being  under  construction,  and 
that  sum  being  charged  to  account  of  that  road. 

s 
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The  salary  of  the  Engineer  was  fixed  at  82000 ;  and,  in  March  last, 
the  duties  of  Superintendent  were  assigned  to  him  without  any  increase 
of  compensation. 

A  committee  of  retrenchment  was  appointed,  who,  after  a  minute 
and  careful  investigation,  made  a  unanimous  report,  and  in  accordance 
therewith  the  Board,  by  a  unanimous  vote  on  the  20th  of  April  last, 
proceeded  to  carry  out  a  very  important  reduction  of  the  number  and 
salaries  of  the  officers,  and  operatives  in  their  service. 

The  road  masters  were  reduced  from  three  to  one,  who  now  has 
charge  of  the  line  from  Worcester  to  Albany. 

One  conductor  of  the  passenger  trains  was  dispensed  with. 

The  pay  of  the  station  agents,  clerks,  mechanics,  overseers  of  road 
repairs,  and  other  operatives,  was  reduced  as  far  as  appeared  consistent 
with  a  vigorous  and  efficient  administration  of  the  line.  This  reduction 
was  carried  into  effect,  generally,  on  the  1st  May,  1843. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  year  the  masters  of  transportation  at  Albany 
and  Springfield  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  offices  abolished, — the 
offices  of  captain  and  mate  of  the  ferry-boat  at  Albany  united  in  one 
person,  and  the  expenses  of  the  boat  diminished.  By  reference  to  the 
tables  of  transportation  expenses,  it  will  appear  that  the  amounts  paid 
for  services  were — 

From  May  1st  to  Dec.  31st,  1842,         ....      $70,411  66 
«       "  "         1843,         ....        54,644  56 


Diminution  in  1843, $15,767  30 

This  diminution  in  the  expenses  of  the  road,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the  treasurer,  is  at  the  ratio  of  $26,850  per 
annum. 

It  will  appear  that  the  net  income  of  the  Western  Rail-road,  applica- 
ble to  the  principal  and  interest  of  debts,  has  increased  since  the  1st 
May  last  by  the  combined  operation  of  reduced  expenses  and  increased 
business,  nearly  in  the  ratio  of  $10,000  per  month,  and  there  are  indi- 
cations that  this  rate  of  increase  will  continue  through  the  winter. 

Justice  to  the  officers  and  operatives  in  the  service  of  the  corporation, 
requires  it  to  be  stated  that  a  cheerful  compliance  has  very  generally 
been  rendered  on  the  part  of  all  who  were  affected  by  the  reduction. 

Tables  are  annexed  exhibiting  all  the  expenditures  of  the  road  for  the 
year,  arranged  under  their  appropriate  heads.  These  tables  are  ar- 
ranged under  the  form  of  those  appended   to  the   report  of  last  year  ; 
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but  they  do  not  admit  of  a  direct  comparison  with  those  of  that  report. 
They  embrace  the  entire  amount  expended  under  the  several  heads, 
and  consequently  include  many  unsettled  accounts  of  a  period  prior  to 
1843.  The  final  damages,  for  example,  arising  from  the  collision  of 
1841,  amounting  to  nearly  16000,  are  included  among  them.  These 
items  would  have  appeared  in  the  accounts  of  the  year  to  which  they 
properly  belong,  if  it  had  been  practicable  to  have  prepared  them  in 
season  for  adjustment ;  they  were  therefore  necessarily  thrown  forward, 
and  appear  of  course  among  the  other  accounts  which  originate  and  are 
settled  within  the  present  year.  In  comparing  the  expenses  of  the  two 
years,  these  amounts  should  properly  be  first  deducted  from  the  tables 
of  1843,  and  added  to  those  of  the  previous  years. 

There  is  another  class  of  expenditures  embraced  in  these  tables 
which  prevents  a  direct  comparison  between  them  and  those  of  a  for- 
mer year.  These  expenses  arise  from  those  repairs  which  are  neces- 
sary to  make  good  the  deterioration  of  former  years.  If  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  year  are  examined  with  this  view,  it  will  be  found  that 
they  are  largely  affected  by  charges  of  this  kind.  Many  of  the  pas- 
senger cars,  for  example,  having  been  in  use  since  the  first  opening  of 
the  road  in  1839,  were  found  to  require  extensive  repairs.  They  have 
accordingly  been  refitted  with  entire  new  linings,  seats,  new  pannels, 
&c,  &c,  and  the  entire  cost,  (upwards  of  $3000,)  appears  in  the  ac- 
counts among  the  expenses  occurring  in  November.  The  merchandize 
cars  were  in  a  like  manner  found  to  be  unfit  for  the  safe  transportation 
of  merchandize  ;  the  canvass  coverings  to  the  roofs  of  the  cars  were 
much  worn  and  burnt,  and  the  merchandize  was  much  exposed  to  in- 
jury from  the  weather.  It  became,  therefore,  necessary  to  renew  the 
roofs  of  the  cars,  and  to  replace  the  canvass  covers  with  some  more 
durable  material.  They  were  accordingly  entirely  repaired — the  roofs 
strengthened  and  covered  with  tin,  the  bodies  of  the  cars  re-painted, 
and  the  whole  put  in  perfect  condition,  in  readiness  for  the  heavy  fall 
business.  This  also  involved  a  large  expenditure,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  repairs  of  cars,  which  belongs  to  the  deterioration  of  a  former 
period,  although  embraced  in  the  expenditures  of  the  present  year. 

The  repairs  of  the  road  must  also  be  examined  before  a  comparison 
can  be  instituted  between  the  present  and  past  years.  The  expenses 
under  this  head  include  the  repairs  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  Road  for  the  entire  year  in  1843,  whereas,  in  the  preceding 
year,  they  embrace  only  a  period  of  eight  months  ;  the  repairs  previ- 
ous to  May,  1842,  having  been  made  by  the  contractors  for  laying  the 
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rails,  as  a  part  of  his  contract.  Similar  remarks  may  be  made  with 
respect  to  the  repairs  of  the  depot  buildings  and  engines.  Indeed, 
every  class  of  the  expenditures  is  affected  in  some  measure  by  consid- 
erations of  this  kind,  and  if  a  strict  comparison  of  one  year  with  an- 
other is  required,  the  accounts  must  be  strictly  scrutinized  with  this 
view.  And  even  then  the  result  will  be  far  from  satisfactory,  unless, 
in  addition,  the  actual  condition  of  the  road,  bridges,  buildings,  engines 
and  cars,  and  indeed  of  all  the  property  of  the  corporation  at  the  com- 
mencement and  close  of  each  period,  is  accurately  ascertained.  And 
after  all  this  is  done,  the  circumstances  of  each  period  must  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Extraordinary  freshets — the  obstructions  caused  by 
ice  and  snow,  varying  as  they  do  between  wide  extremes — the  extraor- 
dinary expenses  arising  from  accidents  which  human  foresight  cannot 
always  prevent,  the  liability  to  which  increases  in  a  greater  ratio  than 
the  business  of  the  road — and  the  amount  of  the  business  itself  of  the 
two  periods — all  conspire  to  render  the  task  of  comparison  difficult  and 
unsatisfactory  ;  and  whenever  made,  if  it  ever  shall  be,  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  shed  the  light  which  is  gained  from  the  experience  of 
the  past  upon  the  path  of  the  future,  will  be  fraught  with  the  most  inju- 
rious consequences  to  the  true  interests  of  the  road.  If  essential  repairs 
are  neglected  or  deferred  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  nominal  ex- 
penses of  one  year,  the  most  ruinous  results  must  follow.  Under  such 
a  system  the  increased  hazard  in  operating  the  road,  both  to  passengers 
and  to  the  immense  amount  of  property  in  the  daily  charge  of  the  cor- 
poration, would  involve  a  liability  to  an  expenditure  compared  with 
which  the  cost  of  the  necessary  repairs  would  be  trivial.  Any  system, 
therefore,  which  tends,  however  remotely,  to  produce  such  a  state  of 
things,  is  most  seriously  to  be  deprecated. 

A  just  economy,  however,  at  all  times  requires  that  all  expenditures 
should  be  strictly  scrutinized — that  every  unnecessary  expense  should 
be  curtailed — that  the  system  of  management  should  be  varied  when- 
ever experience  may  suggest  the  probability  of  improvement — that  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  being  neither  extravagantly 
high  nor  inadequately  low,  should  be  modified  from  time  to  time  as 
circumstances  may  appear  to  require,  or  as  the  duties  of  the  officers 
shall  vary — that  the  exertions  of  all,  in  every  capacity,  entrusted  with 
duties,  the  humblest  of  which  are  oftentimes  of  great  importance, 
should  be  regulated  solely  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the  corporation. 
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In  this  spirit,  and  in  this  spirit  only,  will  a  review  of  the  fact  be  at- 
tended with  advantage. 

The  relation  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  road  to  its  business  is  an 
important  element  in  the  adjustment  of  the  rates  to  be  charged  both  for 
passengers  and  freight.  This  relation  can  only  be  ascertained  by  ex- 
cluding all  expenditures  which  are  not  necessarily  dependent  upon  that 
business. 

The  total  expenditures  of  the  transportation  department,  as  per  table 
D,  annexed,  including  the  unsettled  accounts  of  previous  years,  among 
them  some  of  the  collision   damages  of   1841,  amount  to  8303,973  06. 

But,  in  order  to  form  a  comparison  with  the  expenditures  of  1842, 
the  following  items  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  on  account  of 
the  various  causes  above  alluded  to,  viz  : — 

1.  Bills  paid  in  1843,  left  unsettled  in  former  years,  $12,236  60 

2.  Repairs  of  Albany    and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road, 

for  additional  length  of  time  in  1813  over  1842,  4,734  41 

3.  Services  which  prior  to  1843  were  charged  to  capital, 

as  treasurer,  &c,  now  included   in  transportation 

expenses, 3,142  08 

4.  Insurance  in  1843  over  1842,  ....  823  38 

5.  Expenses    of  ferry-boat   in    1843,    which    were    not 

chargeable  in  1842,  exclusive  of  fuel,  oil,  &c.  4,521   94 

6.  Extraordinary  repairs  of  passenger  and  freight  cars 

for  the  deterioration  of  former  years,  -         -  9,109  03 

7.  Expense  of  clearing  the  track   from  snow  in  1843,  in 

part,        --------         11,567  45 

8.  Estimate  of  expense  in  road  repairs,  directly  charge- 

able to  a  previous  year,  for  broken  plates,  frogs, 

&c. -         -  1,000  00 


847,134  89 


Leaving,   approximately,   the  comparative   expenses  of 

1843,  - 8256,838  17 

This  amount  is  stated,  not  as  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  but 
as  the  amount  to  be  compared  approximately  with  the  expenditures  of 
1842  without  reference  to  the  increased  business  of  1843. 

The  proper  expenses  of  the  year,  however,  without  reference  to  any 
comparison  with  the  year  1842,  are,  as  stated  in  a  former  part  of  this 
report,  $283,826  43. 
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By  reference  to  the  report  of  1842  it  will  appear  that  in  making  up 
the  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  that  year  the  extraneous  expenses 
were  in  great  part  first  deducted. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  embrace  in  the  accounts  of  1843,  all 
outstanding  claims,  and  it  is  believed  that  none  of  much  moment  are 
left  unadjusted. 

The  connection  of  the  Western  Rail-road  with  other  rail-roads  which 
enter  it  at  various  points  is  also  a  subject  of  great  importance. 

The  Norwich  and  Worcester,  the  Housatonic,  the  Hartford  and 
Springfield,  which  is  now  in  progress,  and  will  probably  be  completed  in 
October  next,  are  all  important  to  the  Western  road,  particularly  in  win- 
ter. The  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  has  also  many  important 
relations  with  the  Western.  The  connection  with  the  Boston  and  Wor- 
cester Rail-road,  however,  is  so  essential,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Western  road  so  much  involved  in  the  terms  upon  which  that  connec- 
tion is  maintained,  that  it  has  attracted  a  great  deal  of  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Directors.  The  opinion  has  been  prevalent  that  the  exist- 
ing terms  are  onerous  to  this  corporation,  and  measures  have  been 
taken  to  bring  the  whole  matter  under  revision.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  result  may  be  such,  as,  while  it  shall  advance  the  interests  of  the 
Western  road,  shall  at  the  same  time  be  perfectly  fair  and  equitable. 
Could  the  business  of  the  two  corporations  bs  kept  as  distinct  as  that  of 
others  similarly  situated,  the  interests  of  this  corporation  would  be 
greatly  promoted. 

As  an  index  to  the  amount  of  income  accruing  to  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation  from  the  joint  business  of  the  two 
roads,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  amount  derived  from  it  by  that  cor- 
poration during  the  year  1843,  is  about  §153,000. 

In  view  of  the  necessities  of  the  road,  measures  were  taken  last  year 
to  increase  its  locomotive  power.  Three  engines  ordered  last  year,  in 
addition  to  those  previously  owned  by  the  corporation,  were  added  in 
the  spring  of  1843  ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  summer  two  others  were 
ordered,  one  of  which  was  received  in  August  and  the  other  in  Sep- 
tember. 

The  last  were  designed  exclusively  for  passenger  trains.  But  the 
experience  of  the  year  has  been  such,  that  notwithstanding  this  addi- 
tion to  the  power  of  the  road,  there  is  still,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority 
of  the  board,  a  deficiency  of  means  at  that  period  of  the  year  when 
the  necessities  of  the  road  are   most  urgent,  and   that  great  inconve- 
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nience  is  experienced  not  only  by  the  corporation  but  by  the  customers 
of  the  road  on  this  account. 

Were  the  business  of  the  road  more  equally  distributed  throughout 
the  year  a  smaller  number  of  engines  might  possibly  be  found  ade- 
quate to  its  wants.  It  will  be  found,  by  examining  the  tables  of  the 
miles  run  by  engines,  that  the  great  increase  is  thrown  into  the  last 
portion  of  the  year.  For  example,  the  number  of  miles  run  by  freight 
trains  was  in  October  and  November,  59,987,  and  in  the  four  preced- 
ing months  only  64,075.  This  inequality,  in  the  business  of  the  road, 
renders  it  a  task  of  great  difficulty  to  meet,  with  inadequate  means,  the 
wants  of  the  road,  and  interferes  seriously  with  the  business  of  the 
community.  It  is  in  this  view  that  there  have  been  ordered  to  be  in 
readiness  for  the  next  season,  three  additional  engines,  designed  exclu- 
sively for  the  merchandize  trains. 

The  number  of  merchandize  cars  has  also  been  considerably  in- 
creased the  past  year.  Sixty-five  eight-wheeled  cars,  carrying  about 
twelve  tons  each,  and  of  which  twenty  are  platforms,  have  been  added 
to  the  stock  of  last  year. 

A  schedule  of  the  engines  and  cars  owned  by  the  corporation,  will 
be  found  among  the  tables  annexed. 

With  respect  to  the  present  condition  of  the  road,  it  may  be  stated 
that  it,  as  well  as  the  engines  and  cars,  is  in  as  good  a  state  of  repair 
and  efficiency  as  at  any  former  period.  No  pains  have  been  spared  to 
preserve  them  all  in  a  high  state  of  order. 

The  annexed  table  marked  A,  exhibits  the  entire  cost  of  the  road 
from  Worcester  to  the  State  line,  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1843. 
During  the  past  year,  considerable  expenditures  have  been  necessary 
towards  the  further  completion  of  the  road  and  its  equipment. 

About  4,000  feet  in  length  of  woodsheds,  have  been  erected  for  the 
proper  protection  of  the  large  amount  of  wood  necessary  to  be  kept 
constantly  on  hand. 

These  sheds  have  been  built  at  different  stations  upon  the  line  of  the 
road,  and  together  with  those  previously  built,  will  be  sufficient  to  cover 
upwards  of  20,000  cords  of  wood. 

Additional  provision  has  been  necessary  to  procure  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  water  for  the  use  of  the  engines  at  Charlton,  Richmond  and 
Washington ;  and  at  the  latter  place  a  passenger  house  has  been 
erected,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  station  much  improved. 

A  building  has  been  erected  at  Springfield  for  the  permanent  ac- 
commodation of  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  and  adequate  provision 
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made  for  the  protection  of  the  books  and  other  valuable  papers  of  the 
corporation  from  fire.*  A  sufficient  supply  of  water  has  also  been 
secured  for  the  better  protection  of  the  buildings  and  other  property,  at 
Springfield,  in  addition  to  the  means  heretofore  provided.  This  water 
is  conducted  in  logs,  properly  secured,  through  a  bore  four  inches 
diameter  under  the  pressure  of  about  fifty  feet  head  to  the  different 
buildings  at  the  station,  and  to  the  bridge  over  the  Connecticut  river. 

Some  expense  has  also  been  incurred  in  grading  the  grounds  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  stations  at  Westfield,  Becket,  Warren,  Washington,  and 
some  others,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  business  at  those 
stations. 

About  5,000  feet  in  length  of  fence  has  been  erected  in  some  of  the 
places  most  obstructed  by  snow,  during  the  last  winter,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  track  of  the  road  against  the  heavy  snow-drifts,  which 
have  occasioned  so  much  expense  in  keeping  the  road  open  ;  the  result 
so  far  has  been  highly  satisfactory,  and  the  experience  of  the  winter 
will  probably  suggest  the  propriety  of  extending  this  mode  of  protect- 
ing the  track  from  snow. 

A  new  freight  house  has  been  erected  at  Dalton  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  increasing  business  at  that  station.  An  additional  turnout 
has  also  been  built  at  Monson,  the  expense  of  which  has  been  in  part 
borne  by  an  individual  interested  in  its  establishment. 

A  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred,  in  consequence  of  the 
falling  of  a  wing-wall  to  an  arch  bridge,  near  the  Middlefield  turnout, 
in  the  mountain  region.  This  wall  was  about  70  feet  in  heighth,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  last  autumn  gave  indications  of  weakness,  which 
was  soon  followed  by  its  fall,  carrying  with  it  about  170  feet  in  length 
of  the  track.  Preparation  had  previously  been  made  for  this  event, 
and  after  an  interruption  of  about  three  days,  the  track  was  thrown 
across  the  breach  upon  a  temporary  structure  of  timber.  The  repair 
of  this  work  cannot  be  completed  until  the  spring,  and  the  probable 
expense  may  be  estimated  at  $15,000.  This  failure  arising  from  in- 
sufficient strength  in  the  original  construction  of  the  wall,  the  expense 
of  its  restoration  is  properly  chargeable  to  that  head. 

Considerable  damage  was  also  caused  by  a  heavy  freshet  in  October 
last.  An  arched  culvert,  near  West  Springfield,  10  feet  in  width,  ow- 
ing to  an  insufficient  water-way  and  defective  foundations,  was  carried 
away,  and  its  place  has  been  supplied   by  a  wooden  bridge  of  15  feet 


*  The  rent  of  a  portion  of  this  building,  favorably  located  for  stores  adjacent  to  the 
track,  will  defray  the  interest  on  the  entire  cost. 
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span,  resting  upon  stone   abutments,  the  charge   for  which  has  been 
carried  to  the  account  of  construction. 

The  expense  of  the  gravel  trains,  in  removing  the  original  road  bed 
in  many  places,  where  it  has  been  found  necessary,  and  supplying  a 
better  material  is  also  properly  chargeable  to  this  head,  and,  in  con- 
formity with  the  practice  heretofore  is  accordingly  carried  to  this 
account. 

Some  preparations  are  also  making  for  the  strengthening  the  abut- 
ment of  the  bridge  at  Tuttle  Bend  in  Russell. 

The  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Road  has  been  completed,  and  in 
November  last  the  accounts  of  the  resident  engineer  were  closed. 

The  annexed  table,  B,  shows  the  entire  cost  of  this  road  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1843. 

The  accommodations  at  the  principal  depot  at  Greenbush  are  ar- 
ranged upon  a  large  scale,  and,  owing  to  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the 
site,  at  a  great  expense. 

Ample  means  by  the  aid  of  machinery  moved  by  steam  power,  are 
provided  for  the  transhipment  of  merchandize  between  the  cars  and  the 
canal  boats,  over  a  difference  of  level  of  upwards  of  20  feet,  at  the  or- 
dinary height  of  the  water. 

A  commodious  ferry  boat  preserves  the  communication  with  the  op- 
posite shore  of  Albany,  and  a  convenient  access  to  it  on  both  sides  is 
provided. 

Several  dwelling  houses  of  brick  have  been  erected  for  the  use  of  the 
officers  and  men  employed  by  the  company,  including  a  large  boarding 
house.  A  machine  shop  with  all  the  necessary  machinery  has  been 
completed  sufficient  for  the  probable  wants  of  the  road  for  many  years 
to  come. 

Some  additional  workshops  have  been  erected  at  several  of  the  way 
stations  of  this  road,  and  a  further  supply  of  water  secured  at  Chat- 
ham. 

Some  expense  has  also  been  incurred  in  the  preparations  preliminary 
to  repairing  the  wing  wall  of  the  abutment  of  the  bridge  over  the 
Steine  Kill  near  Chatham,  which  has  given  some  signs  of  weakness. 

The  entire  road  from  Albany  to  Worcester,  being  operated  as  one 
road  under  the  lease  held  by  the  Western  Rail-road  Corporation  of  the 
Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  the  statistics  of  the  latter  are 
of  course  embraced  in  the  general  tables  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 
appended  hereto. 

Two  important  facts  are  now  established  for  the  consideration  of 
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stockholders.  One,  that  the  gross  income  of  the  road  for  1842  was  five 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars ;  the 
other,  that  for  1843  it  vtasfive  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars.  This  shows  the  magnitude  of  the 
concern  and  the  great  results  which  may  be  anticipated  under  a  wise 
and  judicious  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation. 

These  results  too  have  been  obtained  the  two  first  years  of  the  open- 
ing and  running  the  road  from  Worcester  to  Albany,  in  a  period,  ex- 
cepting the  last  six  months,  of  the  deepest  and  most  protracted  depres- 
sion of  the  business  of  the  country  known  for  the  last  forty  years.  What, 
therefore,  may  reasonably  be  expected  as  the  annual  increase  of  the 
road,  now  that  business  has  revived  and  become  active.  When  an 
equitable  arrangement  shall  have  been  completed  with  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Road, — when  the  Springfield  and  Hartford  Road, — the 
Springfield  and  Northampton  Road, — the  new  Mohawk  and  Hudson 
Road,  and  the  Troy  and  Greenbush  Road  are  constructed  and  in  full 
operation, — the  restrictions  from  transporting  merchandize  removed 
from  the  Utica  and  Schenectady  road, — and  above  all,  the  rates  of 
fare  and  freight,  over  the  Western  Road,  fixed  at  that  judicious  point 
which  will  give  the  greatest  income  to  the  stockholders. 

On  the  other  hand,  are  the  considerations  of  outstanding  and  unset- 
tled claims  of  contractors  on  the  road,  some  of  which  are  in  course  of 
litigation ;  the  necessity  of  extraordinary  repairs,  from  its  great  length 
and  mountain  passes,  the  more  extensive  accommodations,  now  indis- 
pensable at  some  of  the  depots,  with  additional  cars  and  engines, 
amounting  in  all  from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

On  the  whole,  a  sound  and  judicious  opinion  is  often  expressed,  that 
the  construction  of  this  great  highway  between  New  England  and  the 
Western  States,  is  an  honor  and  a  blessing  to  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  its  metropolis,  from  the  incidental  advantages  it  affords 
to  both. 

EDM.  DWIGHT, 
JOHN  HENSHAW, 
EL1AS  HASKET  DERBY, 
THOS.  F.  PLUNKETT, 
.      SAMUEL  C.  ALLEN, 
JOHN  P.  TARBELL, 
GEORGE  BLISS, 
WILLIAM  JACKSON. 
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commonwealth  of  massachusetts. 

Suffolk,  ss.  :  January  30,  1844. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

ELLIS  GRAY  LORING, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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Statement  showing  the  entire  cost  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 
December  31,  1843. 


Items  of  Expenditure. 

Amount  paid  to 
Dec.  31,1342. 

Amount  paid  in 
1843. 

Amount  paid  to 
Dec.  31,  1543. 

Few 

•  graduation  and  road  bed, 

$2,269,983  17 

$10,641  86  $-2,280,625  03 

u 

masonry,  exclusive  of  Conn, 
river  bridge,     - 

724,158  91 

33  68 

724,192  59 

a 

superstructure,     - 

1,010,628  28 

3984  35 

1,014,612  63 

u 

Connecticut  river  bridge,  in- 
cluding masonry, 

131,612  12 

1371  74 

132,983  86 

(1 

other  bridges,    exclusive    of 
masonry,           ... 

108,738  03 

11,697  07 

120,435  10 

u 

depot  buildings, fixtures,  aque- 
ducts, &c.         ... 

157,431  42 

31,130  95 

188,562  37 

u 

land  drainage  for  road  way,  - 

175,523  33 

1102  52 

176,625  85 

u 

depot  lands,          - 

16,361  49 

1848  57 

18,210  06 

it 

engineering  department,   in- 
struments, &c. 

190,248  86 

62  50 

190,311  36 

a 

miscellaneous  expenses, 

74,205  21 

• 

74,205  21 

a 

engines  and  cars, 

467,427  04 

112,936  01 

580,363  05 

u 

interest,       - 

205,764  03 

• 

205,764  03 

M 

extraordinary   expenses    and 
rent  and  damage  H.  and 
B.  Rail-road,   - 

33,470  57 

4500  00 

37,970  57 

5,565,552  46 

179,309  25 

5,744,861  71 

1844.] 
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Statement  of  the  entire  Cost  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road,  Dec.  31,  1843. 


Items  of  Expenditure. 

Amount  paid  to  Dec. 
31,  1843. 

For  engineering,  superstructure  and  instruments, 

"    grading,  masonry  and  bridging,     - 

"    superstructure,  including  iron,       .... 

"    depot  buildings,  fixtures  and  aqueducts, 

"    land  damages, 

"    depot  lands, 

"    fencing,       -------- 

"    miscellaneous  expenses  and  contingencies,    - 

"    interest,       -------- 

"    payments  to  Hudson  Co.  for  right  to  build  partly 
on  their  road  bed,     ------ 

"    payments  to  original  stockholders  for  their  prelimi- 
nary expenses,         ------ 

"    steam  ferry  boats  and  fixtures  for  ferry  at  Albany, 

$56,665  55 

881,286  21 

301,916  82 

167,523  05 

92,910  26 

30,531  43 

30,895  63 

23,500  46 

97,279  04 

36,000  00 

18,136  58 
16,885  25 

"    amount  due  for  constructing,        -        -  $1000  00 

"         "            "     depot  lands,          -        -     1312  50 

"     fencing,                         -       500  00 

1,753,530  28 
2812  50 

1,756,342  78 
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C. 


Receipts. 


1343. 

Passengers. 

Freight. 

Other  sources,  Mails, 
Expresses,  &c. 

Total. 

January, 

$14,412  73 

#13,524  32 

$1915  09 

$29,852  14 

February, 

11,612  46 

10,490  62 

1751  92 

23,854  50 

March, 

13,345  11 

15,476  47 

1929  90 

30,751  48 

April, 

17,922  88 

17,005  56 

1770  89 

36,699  33 

May, 

24,075  88 

27,511  U 

1828  57 

53,415  59 

June, 

31,014  73 

21,108  84 

1771  09 

53,894  66 

July, 

29,438  55 

23,399  00 

1771  81 

54,609  36 

August, 

38,346  73 

24,325  76 

1768  21 

64,440  70 

September, 

34,435  20 

26,197  17 

1769  55 

62,401  92 

October, 

26,307  80 

33,950  22 

2355  89 

62,613  91 

November, 

19,189  58 

38,136  34 

2066  42 

59,392  34 

December, 

15,037  99 

24,571  25 

2347  34 

41,956  58 

275,139  64 

275,696  19 

23,046  68 

573,882  51 

1844.] 
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E. 


Repairs  of  Road  and  Bridges  in  1843. 


1843. 

East  of  Connec- 
ticut river. 

West  of  Con- 
necticut river. 

Albany  and  W. 
Stockb'ge  road. 

Total  Road  Re- 
pairs. 

January, 

$1320  99 

#1436  30 

$922  82 

$3680  11 

February,     - 

847  54 

1130  68 

841  79 

2820  01 

March, 

1006  60 

1576  81 

925  33 

3508  74 

April,  - 

2407  12 

1858  16 

842  22 

5107  50 

May,    - 

1597  70 

2774  05 

657  66 

5029  41 

June,    - 

1322  26 

1631  95 

1063  67 

4017  88 

July,    - 

914  22 

1651  27 

682  62 

3248  11 

August, 

1279  57 

1378  22 

641  78 

3299  57 

September,  - 

1569  96 

1722  22 

908  76 

4200  94 

October, 

1321  90 

2219  99 

1191  95 

4733  84 

November,    - 

1959  04 

2691  80 

1429  20 

6080  04 

December,    - 

823  47 

1193  45 

621  45 

2638  37 

16,370  37 

21,264  90 

10,729  25 

48,364  52 

1844.] 
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F. 


Repairs  of  Engines  in  1843. 


1843. 

Lowell. 

Winans'. 

Norris'. 

H.&  Drury's. 

Total. 

January,  - 

$854  37 

$760  13 

. 

. 

$1614  50 

February, 

1279  37 

1517  98 

$51  41 

• 

2848  76 

March,  - 

1830  51 

703  74 

1  67 

. 

2535  92 

April, 

1116  38 

918  03 

111  91 

$1  H 

2147  43 

May, 

1252  08 

931  09 

140  39 

2  15 

2325  71 

June, 

814  88 

722  77 

113  09 

41  70 

1692  44 

July, 

1495  13 

434  95 

179  34 

32  05 

2141  47 

August,  - 

982  47 

620  64 

71  99 

5  17 

1680  27 

September, 

1145  99 

536  19 

99  17 

26  71 

1808  66 

October,  - 

597  15 

927  26 

173  21 

27  31 

1724  93 

November, 

1128  29 

2665  46 

71  07 

76  19 

3941  01 

December, 

999  84 

971  19 

96  37 

134  55 

2201  95 

13,496  46 

11,709  43 

1110  22 

346  94 

26,663  05 

No.  of  miles  run, 

291,550 

81,909* 

33,903£ 

32,496£ 

• 

The  Columbian,  built  by  Baldwin  &  Whitney,  not  owned  by 
Corporation,  ran 


The   Panther,  built  by  Hinckley  &  Drury,  not  owned  by 
Corporation,  ran 


1328  miles. 
421  miles. 
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1S43. 


G. 


Repass  of  Cars  in  1843. 


Passenger. 


Freight. 


Total. 


January, 

$159  23 

$568  82 

$728  05 

February, 

430  73 

875  70 

1306  43 

March, 

381  97 

1419  31 

1801  28 

April,  - 

246  01 

1973  61 

2219  68 

May,  - 

212  29 

1305  02 

1517  31 

June,  - 

441  72 

2667  12 

3108  84 

July,  -    -    - 

420  84 

2498  96 

2919  80 

August, 

498  45 

1630  45 

2128  90 

September,  - 

540  84 

948  88 

1489  72 

October, 

170  94 

1825  65 

1996  59 

November,  - 

3095  16 

2014  63 

5109  79 

December,  - 

326  89 

1525  08 

1851  97 

6925  07 

19,253  29 

26,178  36 

1844.] 
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[Jan. 


K. 


Miles  Run  by  Locomotives. 


1843. 

Passenger  TVs. 
Miles. 

Freight  Trains. 
Miles. 

Extra  Miles. 

Total  Miles. 

January, 

20,793 

9,8304 

1,2274 

31,851 

February,     - 

18,755 

7,664 

1,221 

27,640 

March, 

20,1004 

10,175 

1,011 

31,2864 

April,  - 

18,5664 

10,240 

1,7164 

30,523 

May,    - 

17,366 

17,153 

2,363 

36,882 

June,    - 

17,497^ 

15,0904 

2,523 

35,111 

July,    - 

17,171 

15,7264 

2,270 

35,0674 

August, 

17,466 

16,389 

3,273 

37,128 

September,  - 

16,732 

16,8694 

2,834 

36,4354 

October, 

16,236 

25,9634 

4,6054 

46,805 

November,    - 

16,4484 

34,0234 

3,152 

53,624 

December,    - 

19,107 

18,478 

1,670 

39,255 

Total,    - 

216,139 

197,603 

27,8664 

441,6084 

1844.] 


SENATE— No.  19. 
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M. 

A  Schedule  of  Engines   and  Cars  belonging  to  the   Western 
Rail-road  Corporation,  December  31,  1843. 

12     10  Ton  Passenger  Engines,  built  by  Locks  and  Canal  Co.,  Lowell. 

2  15       "  «  "  "        Hinckley  &  Drury,  Boston. 

1     15      "  "  "  «        W.  Norris  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

15 

3  20  Ton  Freight  Engines,  built  by  Locks  and  Canal  Co.,  Lowell. 
7    22     "  "  "  "        Ross  Winans,  Baltimore. 

1     16     "  "  "  "        Hinckley  &  Drury,  Boston. 

1  20     "  "  "  "        W.  Norris  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

12 

2  10  Ton  Engines,  used  in  Gravel  Trains,  built  by  R.  Winans,  Baltimore. 

The  stock  of  Passenger  Cars  consists  of 
16    8  Wheeled  Cars,  1st  class. 


7 

4 

M 

u 

n 

6 

8 

U 

u 

baggage,  and  2d  class. 

2 

4 

u 

it 

"           "     post-office. 

3 

8 

a 

u 

platform,  for  crates. 

2 

4 

u 

a 

K               «             M 

13  Crates,  for  baggage. 
Providing,  in  the  aggregate,  1022  seats  for  1st  class« 
u  u  u  240      »     «  2d     « 

221  8  Wheeled  covered  Freight  Cars. 

45  8         "  platform      "  " 

100  4        "         Freight  Cars. 

70  Gravel  and  Dirt  Cars. 

26  Hand  Cars. 
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Josiah   Quincy,  Jr.,   Treasurer,  in  Account  with  the  Western 
Rail-road  Corporation. 

Debtor. 


Balance  last  Annual  Account,         - 

$39,982  94 

Received  on  3d  to  15th  Assessments, 

56,425  00 

u 

"   Notes  Receivable,       ... 

141,158  92 

u 

"   Sale  of  Sterling  Bonds, 

787,530  47 

II 

"  Albany*  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 

road account,      ... 

158,610  06 

(( 

"  Sale  of  Lands, 

2,2C9  51 

(1 

"   Sale  of  Shares,  due  to  sundry  per- 

sons,          ...        - 

1,092  15 

U 

of  Agent  of  Transportation,     - 

11,393  31 

u 

for  interest  on  Sterling  Bonds,  due  and 

unpaid,       - 

3,660  00- 

-1,162,085  42 

(( 

"   Transportation  account, 

573,882  51 

$1,775,950  87 

Credit. 


Paid  for  Construction, 

31,876  55 

a      u 

Engineer  Department,      - 

62  50 

«      u 

Land  Damages,        - 

1,102  52 

u      u 

Depot  Lands,            - 

1,848  57 

u      a 

Depot  Buildings,       - 

31,130  95 

II       II 

Engines  and  Cars,             - 

112,936  01 

II       « 

Interest,     applicable    to  Transportation 

Department,            ... 

281,420  80 

it      a 

Deferred  Account,    - 

36,112  01 

II      ii 

John  M.  Ross,  on  account  of  lost  drafts, 

4,595  00 

H      « 

Interest  accrued  previous  to  January], 

1843, 

9,752  74 

M         ii 

Transportation  expenses, 

303,973  06 

(t         CI 

Materials  on  hand,             - 
6 

37,642  17 

38  WESTERN  RAIL-ROAD.  [Jan. 

Paid  for  Contingent  fund,       ....  2,731  70 

"    "    Balance  of  Exchange  account,           -  33,210  77 

"    on  Notes  Payable,         ....  524,141  40 

"  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.'s  balance  of  January 

1,  1843,             ....  24,000  00 

"          Baring-  Brothers  &  Co.,  London,        -  246,000  14 

"          Agent,  of  moving  power's  balance  of  Jan- 
uary 1,  1843,             -        -        -  5,069  74 

"          Engineer's  balance  of  January  1,  1843,  44,072  94 

Balance,  or  cash  to  new  account,       -  43,671  30 


#1775,950  87 


Boston,  January  1,  1844. 


1844.]  SENATE— No.  19.  39 

REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 
in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  statute  of  March  13,  1839, 
submit  the  following  report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  of 
the  amount  and  condition  of  the  said  fund,  and  of  the  income  of  the 
several  parts  thereof : — 

The  amount  of  the  fund  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1842,  as  by 

Commissioners'  report  to  that  date,  was,         .         .         .    $176,072  06 

Received  for  interest  and  dividends,  .         ,         .        10,565  34 


$1S6,637  40 
The  investments  are  as  follows  : 

On  notes  secured  by  mortgages,   at  6  per  cent,  inter- 
est,      .         .         .         .                  .  $155,200  00 

On   notes  secured   by  collateral,  at  6  per 

cent,  interest,        ....  900  00 

U.  States  5J-  per  cent,  stock,  $4000,  cost  3,833  05 

«      "     6"    "      "       "          7000,    "  7,000  00 

Boston  and  Providence   Rail-road   stock, 

205  shares,  a  695  81,    .         .         .  19,640  85 

Cash  on  hand,            ....  63  50 


1S6,637  40 


All  interest  due  has  been  paid. 

If  there  be  added  to  this  the  interest  accrued  but  not  due,  it  will 
amount,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1841,  to  $189,009  57,  which  will 
be  the  whole  amount  of  the  fund  on  that  day. 

JOHN  MILLS, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  Jr., 

Commissioners. 
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FIFTH    ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF    THE 

BERKSHIRE    RAIL-ROAD 

COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  General  Court  assembled,  January, 
A.  D.  1844: 

The  subscribers,  Directors  of  the  Berkshire  Rail-road  Corporation, 
beg  leave  to  submit  their  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  during  the  year  ending  December  3i,  1843. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  January  last,  the  day  of  their  annual  meet- 
ing, the  stockholders  chose  five  directors. 

Since  their  last  annual  report,  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  com- 
pany has  been  paid  in,  and  the  amount  now  is         .  .         .$250,000 

The  sum  of  8205,000  had  been  actually  expended  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road,  at  the  date  of  their  last  annual  report,  and  the  road 
was  then  so  far  completed,  that  the  same  had  been  entered  upon  by  the 
Housatonic  Rail- road  Company,  and  formally  accepted  by  their  con- 
tract of  January  11th,  1843,  to  run  the  same  in  conjunction  with  their 
road.  This  acceptance  of  the  Housatonic  Company,  was  made  the 
condition  upon  which  the  contractor  for  building  the  Berkshire  road 
should  be  entitled  to  the  issue  of  the  balance  of  stock,  to  wit,  $45,000 ; 
and  an  amount  sufficient  (or  nearly  so,)  has  been  since  expended  to 
complete  depots,  car-houses,  and  other  buildings,  necessary  for  the 
business  of  the  road,  and  also  road-crossings,  &c.  ;  and  what  has  not 
so  been  expended,  this  Company  hold  security  for  from  the  contractor, 
and  the  whole  will  be  expended  as  soon  as  an  arrangement  shall  bo 
made  at  the  village  of  West  Stockbridge,  or  elsewhere,  fixing  the  per- 
manent location  of  depot,  car-houses,  &c.  &c. 


1844.]  SENATE— No.  19.  41 

An  amount  not  exceeding  8800  for  land  damages  is  yet  unliquidated 
and  unpaid. 

This  road  being  run  by  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  under  a 
permanent  contract  of  transportation,  under  the  above  date,  a  copy  of 
which  was  attached  to  the  report  of  last  year,  and  is  contained  in  docu- 
ment, No.  31,  of  the  Senate,  of  last  General  Court,  owns  no  engines 
or  cars,  nor  does  it  expend  any  thing  in  repairs  upon  either  the  road  or 
cars,  the  whole  being  done  by  the  Housatonic  Company.  The  direc- 
tors have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  expenses  of  repairs  upon  the 
road,  or  engines  and  cars. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  between  the  companies,  the  Housatonic 
Company  has  paid  to  this,  for  one  year,  ending  December  1st,  1843, 
the  sum  of  $17,500,  being  seven  per  cent,  on  its  capital  stock.  This 
sum  has  been  paid  in  monthly  instalments  of  $1,458,  and  divided 
among  the  stockholders  in  quarterly  dividends  and  paid  as  called  for. 

The  miscellaneous  expenses  of  the  company  have  been  the  sum  of 
$454  85.  These  expenses  are  met  from  quarterly  dividends  on 
$10,000  of  its  own  stock,  owned  by  the  company,  and  assigned  by  the 
contractor  for  building  the  road,  in  lieu  of  all  claim  the  company  had 
upon  him,  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  his  contract  with  the  company  as 
stipulated. 

The  number  of  miles  run  over  this  road  within  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1843,  by  passenger  trains,  is  thirteenth  thousand  two 
hundred,  sixty  miles, 13,260  miles. 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  merchandize  and  other  trains  within  the 
same  period,  is  fourteen  thousand,  two  hundred,  eighty  miles, 

14,280  miles. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

R.  F.  BARNARD, 
C.  W.  HOPKINS, 
AZARIAH  BOODY, 
I.  SUMNER, 

Directors. 
January  Sth,  1844. 
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Berkshire,  ss.  January  15,  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  Robert  F.  Barnard,  Charles  W.  Hopkins, 
and  Azariah  Boody,  and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report,  by  them 
signed,  is  true,  according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD   F.   ENSIGN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Berkshire,  ss.  January  17, 1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  Increase  Sumner,  and  made  oath  that  the 

foregoing  report  by  him   signed,  is  true   according  to  the  best  of  his 

knowledge. 

Before, 

C.  W.  HOPKINS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


1844.]  SENATE— No.  19.  4J 

THIRTEENTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF   THE 

BOSTON      AND      LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Corporation, 
hereby  make  their  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .         .         .         $1,800,000  00 


The  amount  of  current  expenses  for  the  past  year,  is 
For  repairs  of  road  and  bridges,  .         .         .  $24,296  77 

"    repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  .         .         .  15,304  13 

"    fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages,  loading  merchandize, 
and  all  other  miscellaneous  expenses,         .         .  09,706  08 


$109,366  9S 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is 
For   transporting  passengers  between   Boston  and 

Lowell  only, $83,029  32 

For  do.   do.   in   connection   with   the   Boston  and 

Maine  Rail-road, 23,391   12 

For   do.  do.  in   connection   with  the   Nashua   and 

Lowell  Rail-road, 16,741  41 

For  do.  do.  in  connection  with  the  Concord  Rail* 

road, 18,265  46 
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For  transporting  merchandize  between  Boston  and 

Lowell  only, $33,697  13 

For   do.   do.  in   connection  with  the  Boston  and 

Maine  Rail-road, 8,871  78 

For   do.  do.  in   connection  with  the  Nashua  and 

Lowell  Rail-road, 14,201   18 

For  do.  do.  in  connection  with  the  Concord  Rail- 
road,          24,502  C5 

For  transporting  United  States  mail,  rents  and  mis- 
cellaneous,          4,GI5  01 


$277,315  0G 


The  number  of  miles  run  during  the  past  year,  is 

With  passenger  trains, 83,344  miles. 

"     merchandize  "  44,952     M 

"     miscellaneous  " G.6S6      " 


134,1)82 


The  amount  of  profits  divided  during  the  past  year  is  $144,000, 
being  two  dividends  of  four  per  cent  each,  on  a  capital  of  $1,800,000. 

Since  our  last  annual  report,  wc  have  completed  the  sale  of  the  old 
iron,  taken  up  from  the  first  track,  and  have  charged  to  the  repairs  the 
difference  between  the  cost  of  the  new  iron  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  old,  amounting  to  $72,758  72.  We  have  also  charged  to 
profit  and  loss,  the  balance  of  our  interest  account,  amounting  to 
$20,8S6  07,  a  large  portion  of  which  has  accrued  during  the  past 
year ;  so  that  the  cost  of  our  road,  with  two  tracks,  depots,  cars,  en- 
gines, and  appurtenances,  as  it  now  stands  on  our  books,  amounts  to 
$1,8G3,74G  16. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

GEO.    W.   LYMAN, 
JOSEPH   TILDEN, 
WM.    APPLETON, 
JOHN   BRYANT, 
J.  A.  LOWELL. 
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Suffolk ,  ss.  January  3d,  1844. 

Then  George  W.  Lyman,  Joseph  Tilden,  John  Bryant,  William 
Appleton,  and  John  A.  Lowell,  severally  appeared  and  made  oath, 
that  the  foregoing  report  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

MOSES  L.  HALE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace 
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NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    MAINE 

RAIL-ROAD     COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  Company  hereby 
submit  their  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation. 

When  their  last  annual  report  was  made  to  the  Legislature,  the  road 
was  in  operation  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  merchandize 
to  Dover,  in  New  Hampshire  ;  and  the  line  thence  to  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  to  the  Great  Falls  Village,  in  Somersworth,  was  under  con- 
struction. On  the  24th  day  of  July,  the  passenger  and  merchandize 
trains  commenced  running  regularly  between  Great  Falls  and  Boston. 
The  company  have  also  run  their  passenger  trains  to  and  from  Boston 
and  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  via  Dover,  under  a  contract  made 
with  several  roads  interested,  whereby  a  rail-road  communication  is 
also  opened  between  Dover,  Great  Falls  and  Portsmouth,  a  copy  of 
which  contract  accompanies  this  report. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  $1,028,312  70 

The  amount  received  from   the  Maine,  N.  Hampshire 

and  Mass.  Rail-road  Co 67,538  15 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  30th  Nov. 
1843,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Repairs  of  road  in  Massachusetts,  .         .         .  $4,810  64 

New  Hampshire,         .         .         .  3,274  15 

11  engine  and  cars, 11,978  51 
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Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,           .  39,429  3] 

Paid  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail-road  Company,     .         .  32,262  91 

"   Interest, 17,421  63 


§109,177  15 


The  income  of  the  company  during  the  past  year, 
ending  Nov.  30,  1843,  has  been  as  follows  : 

Amount  received  for  transportation  of  passengers,      .  119,434  15 

"  "        from  merchandize  trains,         .         .  52,494  05 

Receipts  for  mails  and  rents  ....  6,816  79 


$178,744  99 


A  dividend  of  three   dollars  per  share  was  declared, 

payable  July  3d,  1843,  amounting  to     .         .  $31,644  00 

A  dividend  of  three  dollars   per  share  was  declared, 

payable  Jan.  1,  1844,  amounting  to  36,846  00 


$68,490  00 


Amount  expended  in  the  construction  of  the  road 

during  the  past  year,  .         .         .         .         .        $123,764  10 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotive  engines  is 
as  follows : 

Passenger  trains,       ....  121,865 

Merchandize    "  32,810 

Miscellaneous  "  20,800 

175,475  mis. 


The  road  being  so  far  completed  as  to  be  in  use  throughout  its 
whole  length,  the  Directors  beg  leave  to  make  this  further  report,  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  the  Legislatnre  : — 

Amount  expended  in  construction  of  road  in  Mass'tts,        $431,592  15 

"  "  "  "      "     "  N.  Hamp're,  723,058  11 

"  engine  and  cars,  98,886  73 
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Amount  expended  in  depot  and  other  buildings  in  Mass.,       21,146  78 
"     "       "       *  «  "  N.  H.,       17,666  43 

"  other  miscellaneous  expenses  in  Mass.,  45,914  85 
"     «  "  "         "  N.  H.,  45,784  67 


tt  «< 

U  tl 


Total  amount, 


$1,384,049  72 


The  length  of  the  road  in  Massachusetts  is 
"       "  "         "     "    New  Hampshire  is  . 

"       ■'  "         "     "   Great  Falls  Branch  is 

"       n  "         «     "    side  tracks,      . 


20,^,  miles. 

OA  950  f( 


3092 
1000 


The  number  of  planes  on  the  road  is 
"         "         u  level  planes  is 


130 
32 


The  number  of  planes  ascending  from  Wilmington  is  57,  as  fol 
lows  : 


3134 

5280 
6019 
6864 
9504 
10290 
10560 
11088 
13349 
17054 
17424 
18216 
19008 
19536 
25340 
26400 
28510 
28512 
29568 
31686 
33303 
34300 
34320 
34531 


1000  feet  per  mile. 
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The  number  of  planes  descending  is  41,  as  follows  : 


1 

5S08 

1 

9500 

1 

10560 

I 

12672 

1 

13728 

1 

17160 

1 

20000 

1 

21200 

1 

22176 

1 
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11 

26400 

1 

29146 

1 

29568 

1 

33222 

1 

37000 

1 

39072 

13 

39600 

1 

47500 

1 

47520 

41 

The  greatest  curvature  in  the  road  is 
Average  width  of  grade, 


1000  feet  per  mile. 
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1050  feet  radius. 
14  feet. 


The  manner  in  which  the  superstructure  is  laid,  is  as  follows  : 

The  earth  excavations,  and  embankments  are  levelled  off,  and  one 
and  a  half  feet  of  sand,  or  gravel,  is  then  filled  on  to  the  road  ;  the 
subsills  of  plank  are  then  laid  longitudinally,  and  the  sleepers  of  ches- 
nut,  cedar  or  hackmetac  are  laid   transversely,  partly  two  and  one  half 
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feet,  and  partly  three  feet  apart.  Iron  rails  of  the  T  pattern  are  then 
laid,  supported  at  the  joints  by  cast  iron  chairs,  and  spiked  to  the  sleep- 
ers ;  sand  or  gravel  is  then  filled  in  between  the  sleepers. 

The  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Rail-road  is  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  through  Berwick  so  as  to 
intersect  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road  at  South  Ber- 
wick, in  Maine,  and  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  have  contracted 
to  pay  the  stockholders  of  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts Rail-road  Company  the  same  dividends  per  share  as  is  paid  to 
their  own  stockholders.  By  virtue  of  this  agreement  there  has  been 
received  by  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  the  funds  of  the  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Rail-road  Company,  not  required 
to  construct  their  road,  and  their  surplus  funds  will,  upon  the  union  of 
the  two  corporations,  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THO.  WEST, 
T.  FARRAR, 
R.  W.  BAYLEY, 
JOHN  HOWE, 
THADDEUS  NICHOLS, 
A.  PEIRCE, 
WM.   F.   WELD, 

Directors. 

The  undersigned  has  examined  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road  Company,  and  approves  the  same. 

WILLIAM  STEVENS, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  20,  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  T.  West,  T.  Farrar,  R. 
W.  Bayley,  J.  Howe,  T.  Nichols,  A.  Peirce,  and  W.  F.  Weld,  and 
made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  subscribed  was  true,  ac- 
cording to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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(Copy.) 

This  Indenture,  made  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  between  the 
Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  and  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts  Rail-road  Corporation  of  the  first  part, — the  Eastern 
Rail-road  Company  of  the  second  part — and  the  Portland,  Saco  and 
Portsmouth  Rail-road  Company  of  the  third  part.     Witnesseth — 

Whereas,  it  is  important  for  the  security  of  the  public,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  several  parties  hereto,  that  a  mutual  arrangement  should 
be  entered  into  between  them,  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  and 
freight  between  Boston  and  Portland,  and  also  between  Great  Falls 
and  Boston  by  the  way  of  Dover  or  Portsmouth,  on  terms  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  based  on  equity, — and,  whereas  Messrs.  T.  B.  Wales, 
John  Howe,  John  Hooper  and  William  Sturgis  having  been  duly  ap- 
pointed by  the  parties  hereto,  Commissioners,  with  full  power  to  effect 
such  an  arrangement,  and  to  serve  as  Commissioners  under  this  con- 
tract, until  others  are  appointed  in  their  stead,  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  arrangement. 

It  is  therefore  agreed  and  contracted,  in  consideration  of  the  several 
stipulations  and  arrangements  hereafter  expressed  by  and  between  the 
parties  hereto  as  follows  : — 

Firstly.  Four  Commissioners,  consisting  of  two  stockholders,  ap- 
pointed jointly  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  of  two  stockholders, 
appointed  by  the  parties  of  the  second  and  third  parts  jointly,  in  the 
month  of  July,  annually,  shall  be  vested  with  full  powers  to  adjust  all 
matters  in  dispute,  that  may  hereafter  exist  between  the  parties,  in  re- 
lation to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  contract — the  same  being 
for  their  mutual  convenience  and  protection,  and  such  Commissioners 
shall  serve  until  others  shall  be  appointed  in  their  stead.  In  case  such 
Commissioners  shall  not  be  able  to  agree  unanimously,  then  the  matter 
in  dispute  shall  be  submitted  to  three  arbitrators  to  be  appointed 
as  follows :  One  by  the  Commissioners  chosen  by  the  parties  of  the 
first  part,  one  by  the  Commissioners  chosen  by  the  parties  of  the  sec- 
ond and  third  parts,  and  one  who  shall  be  chairman,  by  the  two  arbi- 
trators so  appointed;  and  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  Commission- 
ers— or,  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  the  decision  of  a  majority  of 
the  arbitrators  shall  be  binding  on  all  the  parties  hereto. 

Secondly.     The   parties  of  the  first  part  shall  construct  a  Rail-road 
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from  Dover  to  a  point  near  Somersworth  old  Meeting-house,  thence  to 
Great  Falls  Village,  and  also  to  a  point  of  junction  with  the  Portland, 
Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road  in  South  Berwick,  where  it  shall  ter- 
minate. 

Thirdly.  The  passengers  and  freight  cars  of  the  parties  of  the  first 
part,  arriving  at  or  preceding  from  the  junction  of  the  roads  at  South 
Berwick,  shall  be  drawn  with  the  regular  passenger  and  freight  trains, 
and  by  the  engines  of  the  party  of  the  third  part  from  said  junction  to 
Portland  and  back,  and  the  passenger  and  freight  cars  of  the  parties  of 
the  second  and  third  parts,  shall  be  drawn  with  the  regular  passenger 
and  freight  trains,  and  by  the  engines  of  the  party  of  the  first  part, 
from  the  said  junction  to  Great  Falls  Village  and  back  ;  and  while  the 
cars  of  either  party  shall  be  at  the  depot  of  the  other,  they  shall  be  ac- 
commodated in  the  same  manner  as  the  cars  of  such  other  parties. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  if  it  shall  appear,  by  this  arrangement,  that  the 
passengers  and  freight  cannot  be  transported  between  Portland  and 
Boston,  and  between  Great  Falls  and  Boston,  as  conveniently  by  one 
route  as  by  the  other,  viz  :  By  Dover  or  Portsmouth,  and  meet  the 
regular  trains  to  and  from  those  places  equally  well  by  either  route, 
then  an  arrangement  shall  be  made,  and  if  need  be,  a  curve  shall  be 
constructed  at  said  junction,  and  also  near  Somersworth  old  Meeting- 
house, which  shall  effect  this  object;  and  if  such  arrangement,  and 
curves  cannot  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Presidents  of  the  parties,  recourse 
shall  be  had  to  the  Commissioners — and  in  case  of  their  disagreement, 
to  the  arbitrators,  who  shall  effect  such  arrangements  in  relation  thereto, 
and  apportion  the  expense  thereof,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  deem 
equitable  between  the  parties. 

Fourthly.  The  rates  of  fare  for  passengers  and  freight  shall  always 
be  the  same  between  Boston  and  Portsmouth  and  between  Boston  and 
Dover — also  between  Portland  and  Portsmouth,  and  between  Portland 
and  Dover, — and  they  shall  also  be  the  same  between  Boston  and  Great 
Falls,  whether  by  the  way  of  Dover  or  Portsmouth;  the  rate  of  fare 
for  passengers  destined  to  and  from  Boston,  shall  be  the  same  between 
Great  Falls  and  Dover,  as  between  Great  Falls  and  the  said  junction, 
not  however  to  exceed  twenty-five  cents,  and  the  way  fares  on  all  the 
Rail-roads  shall  be  so  adjusted  as  not  to  be  less  in  the  aggregate  than 
the  whole  fare  through. 

The  fare  for  passengers  between  Boston  and  Portsmouth,  and  be- 
tween Boston  and  Dover  shall,  for  the  present,  be  two  dollars,  not  to 
exceed  this  sum,  except  by  the  concurrence  of  all  the  parties,  subject  to 
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be  altered  at  any  time  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  of  the  first  and 
second  and  third  parts — but  if  one  party  shall  desire  it  to  be  changed, 
and  the  other  not  agree  to  such  change,  the  subject  shall  be  referred  to 
the  Commissioners,  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  to  the  arbi- 
trators. 

In  no  case,  however,  shall  either  party  make  any  deduction  from 
such  established  rates,  except  by  mutual  consent,  or  in  conformity 
with  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  or  arbitrators,  except  that  the 
party  of  the  third  part  may  take  passengers  to  and  from  steamboats 
running  east  of  Portland  at  a  lower  rate. 

Fifthly.  The  rates  of  fare  for  passengers  and  freight  between  Port- 
land and  Portsmouth,  and  between  Portland  and  Dover,  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  party  of  the  third  part — but  the  fare  for  passengers  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  dollars,  or  the  rate  from  Boston  to  Dover  or  Portsmouth,  as 
the  third  party  may  elect,  unless  the  same  is  agreed  to  by  all  the  par- 
ties. Of  this  fare  as  well  for  passengers  as  for  freight,  between  Port- 
land and  Dover,  such  proportion  shall  accrue  to  the  party  of  the  third 
part  as  the  distance  per  Rail-road  from  Portland  to  said  junction  bears 
to  the  whole  distance  by  Rail-road  from  Portland  to  Dover,  and  the 
residue  shall  accrue  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part. 

The  fare  between  Great  Falls  and  Boston,  by  the  way  of  Ports- 
mouth, shall  be  so  divided  that  the  rate  accruing  to  the  party  of  the 
first  part  shall  be  the  same  as  between  Great  Falls  and  Dover;  but  the 
parties  of  the  second  and  third  parts  may  so  arrange  among  themselves 
that  the  whole  fare  between  Great  Falls  and  Boston  via  Portsmouth, 
shall  be  the  same  as  by  the  way  of  Dover,  any  thing  herein  as  to  dis- 
count from  the  regular  fare  between  Boston  and  Dover  or  Portsmouth 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  For  passengers  and  freight  between 
Portsmouth  and  Great  Falls,  not  through  to  Boston,  the  rate  shall  be 
mutually  fixed  by  the  parties;  and  the  amount  of  the  fare  for  passen- 
gers, and  the  net  amount  received  from  freight  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses of  loading  and  unloading,  shall  be  apportioned  to  each  party  in 
the  proportion  that  their  part  of  the  Rail-road  bears  to  the  whole  dis- 
tance per  Rail-road  from  Great  Falls  to  Portsmouth. 

Sixthly.  No  interference  with  the  appointment  of  officers  or  the 
police  or  internal  arrangement  or  management  of  either  Rail-road  shall 
be  attempted  by  the  other  parties;  but  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  the  par- 
ties of  the  first  and  third  parts  shall  respectively  appoint  ticket-masters 
and  other  necessary  officers  at  their  several  stations  between  Portland 
and  Great  Falls,  who  shall  be  instructed  to  sell  tickets  for  either  route 
8 
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at  the  same  prices,  without  influencing  or  attempting  to  influence  the 
minds  of  travellers.  Such  ticket-masters  or  other  officers,  to  be  paid 
by  the  party  by  whom  they  shall  be  respectively  appointed.  If  any  offi- 
cer shall  disobey  such  instructions,  he  shall,  on  proof  thereof,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  party  by  whom  he  is  employed,  and  if 
this  is  not  done,  the  matter  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  and 
in  case  of  their  disagreement,  to  the  arbitrators.  All  the  parties  to  this 
contract  hereby  pledge  themselves  to  use  no  means  or  influence,  and 
employ  no  agents  whatever  to  induce  travel  or  freight  to  take  one  route 
rather  than  the  other  from  or  to  New  Hampshire  or  Maine. 

Seventhly.  The  party  of  the  third  part  may  run  extra  trains  at  other 
than  the  regular  hours,  said  trains  not  being  intended  to  injure  or  in- 
terfere with  regular  trains,  but  with  a  view  to  put  down  competition 
for  the  Eastern  travel  by  steamboats  between  Portland  and  Boston,  at 
such  rate  of  fare  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  either  or  both  of  the 
other  parties  may  agree  with  them  to  carry  out  the  plans  and  convey 
passengers  and  freight  to  Boston  for  the  same  rate  of  fare  as  the  said 
party  of  the  third  part  shall  charge  from  Portland  to  Portsmouth,  and 
agree  to  have  at  all  times  sufficient  cars  and  engines  to  accommodate 
all  that  the  party  of  the  third  part  may  bring  to  them,  and  further  agree 
that  if  said  party  of  the  third  part  should  deem  it  advisable,  they  will 
not  stop  on  the  way  except  when  it  shall  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
wood  and  water,  and  will  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  way  travellers 
from  availing  themselves  of  this  train,  provided  they  give  notice  of 
their  intention  so  to  do,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  February  next,  and 
in  case  notice  is  not  so  given  by  either  party,  such  party  shall  have 
nothing  to  do  with  such  extra  trains,  but  the  whole  profit  or  loss  thereof 
shall  accrue  to,  or  be  borne  by  the  party  of  the  third  part,  and  the  par- 
ty, if  any,  that  shall  join  it  in  running  such  extra  trains. 

Eighthly.  The  passengers  and  freight,  as  also  the  conductors  and 
other  officers  of  either  party  accompanying  the  cars  on  the  road  of  the 
other  party,  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  restrictions  of  the  road 
on  which  they  may  be  transported  ;  and  if  any  person  in  the  employ- 
ment of  either  party  shall  not  conform  to  such  rules  and  restrictions, 
or  shall  in  any  way  infringe  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  this  contract,  he 
shall,  on  demand  of  the  party  making  such  rules  or  restrictions,  or  in- 
jured by  such  infringement,  be  displaced,  and  another  substituted  in 
his  room.  Each  party  shall  be  entitled  to  the  regular  pay  for  extra 
baggage  transported  over  its  Rail-road,  and  nothing  shall  be  attempted 
by  either  to  be  put  on  the  passenger  trains  but  personal  baggage  ;  and 
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no  persons  shall  be  passed,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  at  less  than 
the  regular  fare,  unless  with  the  consent  of  the  party  owning  the  Rail- 
road in  which  they  are  transported.  A  list  of  free  passengers  shall  be 
agreed  on  by  the  parties  to  this  contract,  which  shall  be  conformed  to 
by  said  parties ;  if  such  list  cannot  be  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  the 
subject  shall  be  referred  to  the  commissioners  for  their  decision,  and  in 
case  of  their  disagreement  to  the  arbitrators. 

Ninthly.  In  bidding  for  the  mails,  the  party  of  the  first  and  second 
parts  shall  neither  compete  for  the  regular  business  of  the  other,  nor 
underbid  so  that  any  advantage  may  be  taken,  but  will  communicate 
their  views  on  this  subject  before  making  their  tenders  ;  nor  will  they 
do  anything  by  which  the  party  of  the  third  part  may  be  injured  in  this 
respect. 

Tenthly.  In  case  the  engines  of  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth 
Rail-road  Company  shall  be  overloaded  by  the  united  trains,  they  shall, 
if  requested,  be  assisted  by  the  engines  and  men  of  either  of  the  other 
parties,  so  far  as  they  can  be  furnished  with  convenience  :  and  any  ex- 
tra expense  incurred  thereby  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  party  to  which 
such  assistance  is  rendered. 

Eleventhly.  No  more  persons,  in  the  employment  of  either  of  the 
parties,  shall  be  sent  with  the  cars,  over  the  Rail-roads  of  the  other  par- 
ties, than  are  necessary  for  the  management  of  such  cars,  but  the  prop- 
er number  shall  be  provided  and  sent.  No  servant  of  either  party  shall 
pass  over  the  Rail-roads  of  the  other  parties,  for  the  transaction  of  any 
business  not  connected  with  the  Rail-road  of  the  party  by  whom  he  is 
employed. 

Twclfthly.  This  contract  shall  be  binding  and  continue  in  force 
until  the  eighteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

T/tirtecjithly,  If,  in  practice,  it  shall  be  found  that,  in  any  way,  this 
contract  does  not  oper  ite  e,u  illy  aid  equitably  in  regard  to  either 
party,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  alter  and  amend 
the  same  ;  and  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  the  arbitrators  shall  do 
so,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  dejm  necessary  to  carry  out  the  spirit 
and  intent  of  this  contract,  and  either  party  may  at  any  time  make 
application  for  such  amendment. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  have  caused  their  seals  to  be  hereto 
affixed,  and  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  signed  by  their  presidents 


56  BOSTON  AND  MAINE  RAIL-ROAD.  [Jan. 

respectively  thereunto  duly  authorized,  the  day  and  year  first  above- 
mentioned. 

(Seal.)  D.   A.  NEAL, 

President  Eastern  Rail-road. 

(Seal.)  THOMAS  WEST, 

President  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road. 

(Seal.)  D.  A.  NEAL, 

President  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road. 

(Seal.)  THOMAS  WEST, 

President  of  the  Maine,  N.  H.  and  Mass.  Rail-road. 

Witnessed  by  Countersigned 

T.  B.  Wales.  B.  T.  REED, 

Treasurer  Eastern  Rail-road  Co. 

Wm.  Sturgis.  JOHN  FLINT, 

Treasurer  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road. 

John  Howe.  B.  T.  REED, 

Treasurer  of  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road. 

John  Hooper.  JOHN  FLINT, 

Treasurer  of  the  Maine,  N.  H.  and  3Iass.  Rail-road  Co. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  28,  1843.  Then  personally  appear- 
ed David  A.  Neal,  President  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  and 
of  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road  Company,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  foregoing  instrument  by  him  subscribed  to  be  the  free 
act  and  deed  of  the  said  Rail-road  Companies  respectively. 

Before  me, 

B.  T.  REED,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  28,  1843.  Then  personally  appear- 
ed Thomas  West,  President  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  and 
of  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Rail-road  Company, 
and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  by  him  subscribed  to  be 
the  free  act  and  deed  of  the  said  Rail-road  Companies  respectively. 

Before  me, 

B.  T.  REED,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth 
Rail-road  Company,  held  at  Boston,  Jan'y  17th,  1843, — "  The  con- 
tract for  running  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  and  the  Maine,  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  Rail-road,  and  the  Eastern  Railroad, 
and  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road  in  connection," 
having  been  read,  it  was 

Voted,  That  D.  A.  Neal,  Esq.,  the  President,  is  hereby  authorized, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  company,  to  sign,  seal  with  its  common 
seal,  execute,  deliver  and  acknowledge  the  said  contract,  as  the  free 
act  and  deed  of  the  Portland,  Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  B.  T.  Reed,  the  treasurer  thereof,  countersign  the 
same. 

Attest,  JOSIAH  CALEF,  Clerk. 

At  the  request  of  the  Presidents  of  the  respective  roads,  the  Com- 
missioners now  decide  that  the  party  of  the  third  part  may,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  either  of  the  other  parties,  make  any  arrangements  respect- 
ing the  division  of  fares  between  the  roads  and  boats  running  into  Port- 
land from  eastern  ports,  between  said  eastern  ports  and  Boston,  as  they 
may  deem  for  their  interests,  or  may  take  any  other  measures  to  secure 
such  steamboats'  travel  to  the  roads;  and  having  made  such  arrange- 
ments, the  same  shall  be  presented  to  the  other  party  for  its  participa- 
tion therein,  and  such  other  party  may  agree  to  such  participation  on 
equal  terms  with  the  others,  or  may  decline  altogether,  leaving  the  con- 
tracting parties  the  whole  loss  or  profit  arising  from  the  same.  Each 
new  arrangement  being  submitted  to  the  other  party. 

WM.  STURGIS, 
THO.  B.  WALES, 
JOHN  HOWE, 
JOHN  HOOPER. 
Boston,  JarCy  28,  1843. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road, 
held  in  Boston,  Jan'y  27,  1843, — The  contract  for  running  the  Boston 
and  Maine  Rail-road,  and  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts Rail-road,  and  the  Eastern  Rail-road,  and  the  Portland,  Saco  and 
Portsmouth  Rail-road  in  connexion,  having  been  read  and  considered, 

Voted,  That  Thomas  West,  Esq.,  President,  is  hereby  authorized, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  company,  to  sign,  seal  with  its  common 
seal,  execute,  deliver   and  acknowledge  the   said  contract,  as  the  free 
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act  and  deed  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  and  that  John  Flint, 
Esq.,  treasurer  thereof,  countersign  the  same. 

Attest,  R.  W.  BAILEY,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company, 
held  at  Boston,  on  the  27th  January,  1S43, — "  The  contract  for  run- 
ning the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail-road,  and  the  Maine,  New  Hampshire 
and  Massachusetts  Rail-road,  and  the  Eastern  Rail-road,  and  the  Port- 
land, Saco  and  Portsmouth  Rail-road  in  connexion,"  having  been  read, 
it  was 

Voted,  That  D.  A.  Neal,  Esq.,  the  President,  is  hereby  authorized, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  company,  to  sign,  seal  with  its  common 
seal,  execute,  deliver  and  acknowledge  the  said  contract,  as  the  free 
act  and  deed  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company,  and  that  B.  T.  Reed, 
Esq.,  the  treasurer,  countersign  the  same. 

Attest,  WM.  A.  FOSTER,  Clerk. 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


BOSTON    AND    PROVIDENCE 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the   Honorable  the   Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of   Massa- 
chusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road  Corporation, 
respectfully  submit  their  Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings,  and 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Corporation,  as  required  by  law. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  18,593  new  sleepers  laid  ;  in  doing 
this  the  track  has  been  greatly  improved  by  substituting  gravel  for 
loam  and  bad  earth  wherever  it  was  necessary  ;  the  road  is  now  in  bet- 
ter order  than  for  several  years  past ;  thus  far  it  has  not  been  thrown  by 
the  frost  of  this  winter;  about  13,000  new  sleepers  will  be  required  to 
be  laid  this  year  ;  we  have  on  hand  about  2000. 

The  locomotive  engines  are  generally  in  excellent  running  order;  the 
passenger  cars  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  during  the  past  year  and 
furnished  with  improved  seats — a  few  new  freight  cars  will  be  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  the  increase  in  our  freight  business. 

The  business  on  the  road  has  been  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
There  was  some  falling  off  in  the  receipts  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  which  has  been  made  up  by  an  increase  during  the  last  few 
months.  The  net  earnings  on  the  Dedham  Branch  are  very  satisfac- 
tory and  fully  compensate  for  running  a  locomotive  engine  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  inhabitants  of  Dedham. 

An  arrangement  was  entered  into  in  September  last,  between  the 
parties  composing  the  line  between  Boston  and  New  York  via  Nor- 
wich, and  the  line  via  Stonington,  by  which  the  rates  of  freight  and 
fare  of  passengers,  by  both  lines  are  the  same,  and  the  receipts  from 
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these  sources  are  equalized,  except  that  the  line  transporting  an  excess 
over  the  other,  retains  a  reasonable  compensation  for  transporting  such 
excess. 

The  amount  of  capital  of  the  corporation  paid  in  per 

last  report,  was $1,834  100 

There  has  been  sold  since,  by  vote  of  the  stockholders, 

259  shares,  at  par  amounts  to  25,900 

Present  amount  of  capital,  -  $1,860  000 


Received  for  the  above  259  shares  sold  by  vote  of  the  stockholders 
to    cover,    in    part,    income    appropriated    and  paid    for   construction 
$25,397  25.     The    difference    between  this  sum   and  par   has  been 
charged  to  income  account. 
The  amount  expended  the  past  year  and  charged  to  the 

account  of  construction,  is $2,192  60 

Previously  charged  to  the  same  account,       -  1,912,2S1  20 

$1,914,473  80 


This  account  will  be  reduced  whenever  the  land  and  houses  at  Rox- 
bury,  supposed  to  be  now  worth  about  $15,000,  are  sold.  There  is 
also  some  land  at  the  Canton  station  and  other  places  on  the  line  of 
the  road,  that  will  not  probably  be  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the 
road,  which  will  be  sold  whenever  there  is  a  demand  for  it. 

Amount  of  Income  the  past  year. 

From  passengers  on  the  main  road,  -  $119,481  68 
Taunton  branch,  25,047  01 
Dedham  branch,       13,117  83 


From  merchandize,  main  road,      -         -       59,434  95 
Taunton  branch,     -  8,016  25 

Dedham  branch,      -  S39  21 


$157,646  52 


68,292  41 


From  mail  for  12  months, 6,553  84 

From  rent  of  houses  at  Roxbury,  &c,  -  895  24 

Total  amount  of  income,        ...         -  $233,388  01 
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Expenditures  daring  the  year,  exclusive  of  the  amount  charged  to 
the  account  of  construction  as  above  stated  : — 

For  repairs  of  Rail-road,  including  Dedham  branch,      -     $23,355  86 
I  "         "      of  India  Point  and  other  bridges,        -         -  5,295  29 

"  fuel,  oil,  salaries,  wages  and  other  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses,      68,920  04 

"    repairs  of  cars  and  engines,  -----        14,796  60 

"    ferry   at   Providence,  including  $1,479  68  paid  for 

dredging  the  channel,       -----  7,629  68 

"  amount  paid  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail-road 
Transportation  Company,  in  Rhode  Island,  for 
lease  of  their  road,  bridge  and  depot,         -         -  5,376  64 


The  amount  of  dividends  paid  during  the  past  year,  was 
3  per  cent,  in  January,         -  55,023 

3  per  cent,  in  July, $55,800 


$125,374  11 


$110,823 


The   amount   now  standing   to  the  credit  income  ac- 
count, is  97,315  07 

The  value  of  wood  and  other  materials  on  hand,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  superintendent,  is  11,086  22 

The  number  of  miles  run   by  the   locomotive  engines 
in  the  past  year,  are  as  follows — 

Passenger  trains, 94,232 

Freight         " 31,3S8 

Gravel           " 5,803 


131,423 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

JOSEPH  GRINNELL, 
WM.  APPLETON, 
JAMES  K.  MILLS, 
PETER  R.  DALTON, 
WM.  STURGIS, 
JOHN  BARSTOW. 
Boston,  January  6th,  1844.  Directors. 

9 
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Suffolk  ss.     Boston,  January  6,  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  within  named  Joseph  Grinnell,  Wil- 
liam Sturgis,  John  Barstow,  James  K.  Mills,  P.  R.  Dalton  and  William 
Appleton,  and  made  oath  that  this  report  by  them  subscribed  was  true, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDWARD  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

BOSTON    AND    WORCESTER 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

The  Directors  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Rail-road  respectfully 
submit  a  report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  and  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  Corporation. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report,  measures  had  been  adopted  for  laying 
the  second  track  on  the  whole  remaining  portion  of  the  road.  That 
work  was  completed  in  an  early  part  of  the  last  season,  and  the  two 
tracks  have  been  since  in  constant  use.  For  the  puipose  of  defraying 
the  remaining  charges  for  the  construction  of  this  track,  and  of  all 
other  expenditures  chargeable  to  the  capital  of  the  road,  a  vote  was 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  held  on  the  25th  of  September 
last,  to  create  two  thousand  additional  shares  of  capital  stock,  and  to 
increase  the  capital  to  twenty-nine  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
new  stock  thus  created  was  offered  in  due  proportions  to  the  holders  of 
the  stock  previously  existing,  nearly  all  of  whom  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  of  taking  the  shares  to  which  they  are  respectively  en- 
titled, and  the  full  assessment  of  $100  per  share  on  the  shares  so  taken 
has  been  paid  up.  A  few  shares  remain  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Corporation. 

The  second  track  of  the  road  is  formed  of  a  heavier  rail  than  the 
first;  it  is  laid  in  a  more  substantial  manner,  and  it  is  in  consequence 
capable  of  sustaining,  with  less  liability  to  frequent  repairs,  the  heavier 
engines  and  cars  which  are  now  in  use.  The  state  of  the  first  track 
has  also  been,  from  time  to  time,  improved  by  constant  repairs,  and  the 
gradual  introduction  of  heavier  rails  and  sleepers. 
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The  same  number  of  regular  passenger  trains  running  daily  through 
the  whole  line,  has  been  continued  through  the  past  year  as  in  the  year 
preceding.  Two  of  these  trains  daily,  in  each  direction,  connect  with 
trains  on  the  Western  Rail-road,  forming  uninterrupted  lines  extend- 
ing from  Boston  to  Albany,  and  one  of  them  connects  with  a  train  on 
the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  and  a  line  of  steam-boats,  form- 
ing a  regular  communication  between  Boston  to  New  York.  This 
line  of  communication  with  New  York  has  been  essentially  improved 
within  the  last  year,  by  the  extension  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  to  Allen's  Point,  at  a  permanently  navigable  part  of  the 
Thames  river.  In  consequence  of  this  improvement,  the  communica- 
tion with  New  York  by  this  route  is  rendered  more  regular,  and  also 
more  expeditious. 

The  Directors  of  this  Corporation  have  entered  into  a  permanent 
arrangement  with  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  joint  transportation  of  passengers  and  mer- 
chandize over  their  two  roads,  on  terms  which  are  mutually  advantag- 
eous and  satisfactory,  and  also  advantageous  to  the  public. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  trains  through  the  whole  line  of  the  road, 
the  Directors  have  established  special  trains,  which  run  daily,  except 
on  Sundays,  three  times  in  each  direction,  between  Boston  and  West 
Newton,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  more  frequent  accommodation 
to  the  population  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  than  was  afforded  by  the 
regular  trains  through  the  line,  and  of  avoiding  the  frequent  incon- 
venience of  overloading  these  trains  near  the  termination  of  the  line. 

Two  freight  trains  run  daily,  except  Sundays,  over  the  whole  road 
with  as  many  additional  trains  as  are  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of 
all  the  merchandize  offered  for  transportation.  In  consequence  of  the 
increased  quantity  of  merchandize  to  be  transported,  locomotive  en- 
gines of  greater  weight  and  power  have  been  adopted. 

The  number  of  locomotive  engines  now  owned  by  the  Corporation 
is  18.  The  distance  run  by  locomotive  engines  on  the  road,  transport- 
ing trains  of  cars,  during  the  year,  was  230,779  miles.  Of  this  dis- 
tance 131,479  miles  were  run  by  engines  conveying  passenger  trains  ; 
75,210  miles  by  engines  with  freight  trains,  and  24,090  miles  by  en- 
gines employed  in  transporting  materials  for  the  construction  and  re- 
pair of  the  road. 

The  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  is  $2,885,200.  The  amount 
expended  for  construction,  including  the  cost  of  roads,  lands,  depots, 
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engines,  cars  and  all  other  objects,  after  deducting  the  amount  credited 
to  this  account  from  the  profits,  for  deterioration,  is  82,836,163  58. 

The  receipts  of  income  for  the  twelve  months,  ending  November  30, 
1843,  were — 

From  passengers, §207,267  14 

"     freight, 162,655  98 

Transportation  of  mails,     -         -         -               •  -         -  8,411  52 

Rents,  interest,  &c. 5,032  46 

Reserved  profits  of  preceding  year,     ...        -  20,774  32 

$404,141  42 


The  expenditures  during  the  same  period,  were — 

For  repairs  of  road, $44,502  21 

"         "      of  engines  and  cars, 28,559  22 

All  other  expenses,  including  §16,092,  allowed  for  dete- 
rioration of  cars, 133,579  99 


§206,641  42 


Dividends  paid — 

July  1st,  1843,  3  per  cent., §S1,000 

Jan.  18th,  1844,  3  per  cent., 81,000 


162,000 
Balance  of  reserved  profits, §35,500 


Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  directors. 


NATHAN  HALE, 
DANIEL  DENNY, 
EL1PHALET  WILLIAMS, 
NATH'L  HAMMOND, 
MOSES  WILLIAMS, 
ADDISON  GILMORE, 
NATH'L  H.  EMMONS, 
GEORGE  MOREY. 
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Suffolk,  ss.     January  29,  A.  D.  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  Nathan  Hale,  Daniel 
Denny,  Eliphalet  Williams,  Nathaniel  Hammond,  Moses  Williams, 
Addison  Gilmore,  Nathaniel  H.  Emmons  and  George  Morey,  and  sev- 
erally made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  subscribed,  is  true 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

WM.  R.  P.  WASHBURN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


CHARLESTOWN     BRANCH 


RAIL-ROAD   COMPANY 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  re- 
spectfully submit  their  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation,  during  the 
year  last  past. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  .         .         .  $250,000  00 

The  total  amount  of  expenditures  is — 

For  expenses  of  road,       --....  $13,699  04 

"    repairs  of  road           .....  2,852  14 

"    repairs  of  engines  and  cars,        ....  3,192  87 

"    disaster  of  May  5th, 6,587  44 

"    discount  on  transportation  account,    .         .         .  489  71 
Other  miscellaneous  expenses  : 

For  road  furniture, 10,718  55 

"    land  damages,   fencing,   buildings   and   common 

construction, 24,983  77 

'•    discount  on  492  new  shares  created,  making  the 

whole  number  of  shares  2500,           .         .         .  24,500  00 

i(    discount  on  sale  of  Fitchburg  Rail-road  shares,  346  00 
"    dividend  No.  1,  ten   per  cent,  on  capital   stock, 

payable  in  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Co.  shares,       .  25,000  00 
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For  dividend  No.  2,  three  per  cent,  on  capital,  paya- 
ble on  the  1st  inst.,  total  $7,500,  all  paid  but 
$282, 7,218  00 


$119,587  52 


There  have  been  two  dividends  declared  during  the  year,  one  of  ten 
per  cent  and  the  other  of  three  per  cent.,  all  of  which,  as  above  speci- 
fied, have  been  paid,  with  the  exception  of  $282. 


The  total  amount  of  receipts  is — 

For  transportation  of  passengers,       .... 
"  "  of  merchandize,    .         .         .    • 

"    rent,  $25,  and  interest,  $199  04, 
"    500  shares  of  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Co.  shares  for 

road  bed,         

"    amount  received  to  make  up  capital  stock, 


$6,318  28 

23,815  91 

224  04 

50,000  00 
47,340  00 

$127,698  23 


The  number  of  miles  run  by  locomotive  engines,  during  the  year,  is 
as  follows  : 

Passenger  trains, 5,105  miles. 

Passenger  and  merchandize  do. 


Merchandize, 

Gravel  and  snow  plough, 

Total, 


13,513  U 
6,314  " 
1,483       " 


26,416 


In  our  last  report,  mention  was  made  of  a  proposed  contract  with 
the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company, — and  such  contract,  bearing  date 
May  4th,  1843,  has  been  concluded,  and  a  copy  thereof  is  hereunto 
annexed. 

This  contract  gives  to  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  in  consid- 
eration of  $50,000  of  their  capital  stock,  a  permanent  road  bed,  one  rod 
wide,  for  their  track  ;  and  also  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  over  our  road, 
between  Swett's  wharf,  in  Charlestown,  and  Block  Island,  in  Fresh 
Pond  meadows,  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  January  inst.  (in  the 
manner  and  under  the  restrictions  therein  specified,)  for  an  annual  rent 
of  $4,500,  payable  in  quarterly  payments,  and  deducting  therefrom  all 
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dividends  that  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may,  in  the  mean- 
while, declare  on  the  s;iid  shares  so  received  by  us. 

The  terms  of  this  contract  ate  so  restricted  and  definite,  as  to  occa- 
sion little  interruption  to  our  regular  trains  or  business;  and  after  the 
sale  of  the  portion  of  our  road-bed  above  mentioned,  there  remains  two 
rods  for  our  company,  very  ample  space  for  their  operations,  while  our 
legitimate  ice  business  is  properly  guarded  and  protected. 

A  second  agreement  has  also  been  concluded  between  said  compa- 
nies, bearing  date  the  2(Jlh  day  of  December  last,  for  the  running  of 
the  line  from  Charlestown  to  Waltham,  for  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road 
Company,  until  the  first  day  of  April  next;  and  we  are  now  running 
that  line  accordingly.  A  copy  of  this  contract  is  also  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

The  directors  regret  to  report  the  occurrence  of  a  very  serious  ac- 
cident, on  the  5th  day  of  May  last,  whereby  their  train  was  thrown  from 
the  track  while  crossing  the  Jong  bridge,  near  Prison  Point,  and  much 
injury  done.  But  they  are  happy  to  state,  that  every  claim  for  dam- 
ages resulting  therefrom,  has  been  liberally  and  amicably  adjusted  and 
settled  ;  and  that  immediate  measures  were  adopted  to  avoid  further 
disasters.  A  solid  guard-timber  or  stringer,  has  been  placed  on  the 
bridge,  extending  its  whole  length,  which  would  tend  greatly  to  prevent 
a  train  fiotn  leaping  the  bridge  if,  by  any  means,  it  should  leave  the 
track.  The  most  approved  socket  chairs  have  been  substituted  for  the 
old  pattern:  stone  abutments  have  been  placed  at  the  bridge  near  the 
hospital,  and  the  solid  road  has  been  well  repaired. 

The  natural  increase  of  business  and  that  anticipated  from  the  Fitch- 
burg Rail-road  Company,  as  well  as  a  due  regard  to  our  own  safety 
and  success,  have  demanded  heavy  expenditures  during  the  year;  and 
our  ice  business  has  required  further  accommodation.  Twenty-four 
new  freight  cars  and  one  sixty-four  passenger  car  have  been  necessarily 
purchased,  and  two  turntables  and  one  turnout  have  also  been  constructed. 

Ice  is  a  peculiar  and  troublesome  article  for  transportation  ;  its  de- 
mands are  peremptory,  and  if  not  instantly  obeyed,  it  weeps  itself  away. 
There  is  no  chance  to  move  or  serve  it  at  our  leisure  ;  and  no  tenderness 
of  treatment  can  change  its  character  or  render  it  more  accommodating. 
It  is  wet  and  heavy,  sharp  and  cutting,  and,  without  grit  or  grain 
enough  to  keep  quiet,  it  is  ever  uneasy,  and  beating  itself  against  the 
car  and  tearing  off  its  covering.  It  abhors  the  sun-light,  and  requires 
to  be  handed  to  and  from  the  car  with  great  expedition,  yet  with  the 
10 
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utmost  ease  and  tenderness,  and  alights  generally  upon  a  strong  plat- 
form, built  for  its  reception.  It  is  called  for  suddenly,  as  vessels  may 
happen  to  offer, — and,  indeed,  several  vessels  are  often  taken  up  at 
once  for  its  accommodation,  and  then  the  whole  force  of  our  road  is 
tasked  to  expedite  its  embarkation.  While  to-day  we  are  thus  over- 
worked, to-morrow  and  next  day,  it  may  give  us  nothing  to  do.  There 
is,  therefore,  little  regularity  in  our  service,  and  much  peculiar  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  it.  The  whole  business  is  one  of  irregular  pul- 
sations, and  consequently  more  expensive  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 
As  the  trade,  however,  increases,  it  will  become  more  uniform,  and  be 
conducted  with  greater  economy  and  less  proportionate  expense. 

Nearly  all  the  ice  retailed  in  Boston  and  Charlestown  has  as  yet 
been  carried  by  teams.  The  quantity  so  transported  annually  is  esti- 
mated at  6000  tons,  and  the  amount  can  be  greatly  enlarged  by  addi- 
tional facilities.  Measures  will  be  soon  adopted  to  bring  much  or  all 
of  this  over  our  road. 

Heretofore  there  has  not  been,  in  different  hands,  a  sufficient  reserve 
stock  of  ice  to  secure  an  active  use  of  our  road  throughout  the  year, 
but  this  defect  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  remedied.  There  have  been 
35,-81  tons  of  ice  transported  over  our  road  during  the  year,  and  in 
that  period  extensive  preparations  have  been  made  for  future  and  more 
expanded  operations.  One  brick  ice-house,  of  costly  construction, 
200  feet  long,  and  180  feet  wide,  and  about  40  feet  high,  estimated  to 
contain  about  40,000  tons  of  ice,  has  been  erected  by  one  individual, 
and  four  other  wooden  ice-houses,  capable  of  holding  S  or  10,000  tons 
more,  have  also  been  built,  making,  together,  room  for  much  more 
ice  than  we  have  brought  over  the  road  during  the  year.  The 
ice-houses  existing  on  the  line  of  the  road  previous  to  this  year  could 
contain  about  50,000  tons,  and  there  are  now  enough  for  about  100,000 
tons.  The  passenger  business  was  deemed  of  little  moment  when  our 
road  was  chartered,  and  no  suitable  provision  has  ever  been  made  for 
it.  But  such  numbers  have  desired  and  patronised  regular  trains,  that 
the  same  have  been  adopted  with  success  ;  and  when  proper  depots  and 
arrangements  shall  be  made  therefor,  there  is  every  reason  to  antici- 
pate a  very  considerable  gain  from  this  source. 

Under  all  the  disadvantages  of  the  past  year,  and  after  the  large  ex- 
penditures above  enumerated,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the 
entire  indebtedness  of  this  company,  so  far  as  known  and  determined, 
over  and  above  its  cash  ou  hand  and  bills  receivable,  does  not  much 


1844.]  SENATE— No.  19.  71 

exceed   85,000  ;  and  to  meet  this,  the  company  have  other  available 
assets  wherewith  to  pay  more  than  half  of  the  amount. 

JAMES  DANA, 
S.  S.  LITTLEIIALE, 
HENRY  A.  PEIRCE, 
LEMUEL  STETSON, 
H.  WELD  FULLER, 
NATH'L  J.  WYETH, 
G.  WASHINGTON  WARREN. 
January  22d,  1844. 


Middlesex  ss.  January  22d,  1S44.  Personally  appeared  the  above 
named  James  Dana,  S.  S.  Littlehale,  Henry  A.  Peirce,  Lemuel  Stetson 
and  H.  Weld  Fuller,  and  severally  made  oath  that  the  above  report, 
by  them  made  and  subcribed,  was  true  according  to  their  best  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Before  me, 

G.  WASHINGTON  WARREN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Middlesex  ss.  January  24,  1844.  Sworn  to  by  N.  J.  Wyeth  and 
G.  W.  Warren. 

Before  me, 

JAMES  DANA, 

Justice  Peace. 


{Copy.) 

Articles  oc  agreement  made  this  fourth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1843,  by 
and  between  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  of  the  second  part,  each 
of  which  parties  is  a  corporation,  duly  established  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 
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Article  I. — Tn  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements, 
hereinafter  contained,  the  Charlestons  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
doth  hereby  grant  and  demise  to  the  Fitchburgh  Rail-road  Company, 
the  right  to  pass  and  repass  over  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road, 
between  Swett's  wharf,  in  Charlestown,  and  Block  Island  in  Fresh 
Pond  meadows,  excluding,  however,  its  branches,  with  locomothe  en- 
gines and  cars  of  all  descriptions,  propelled  by  them  by  steam,  and 
laden  or  unladen,  with  the  privilege  of  using  horses  below  Prison 
Point  bridge,  when  requisite,  and  elsewhere,  in  case  of  accident,  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  for  a  compensation  of  forty-five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum, — the  payment  of  which  rent  shall  be  made 
quarterly  each  year,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  dividends,  as  herein- 
after provided. 

Article  II. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rai!-road  Company  will 
maint  iin  the  track  of  the  road  now  in  use,  as  above  described,  in 
suitable  running  order,  excepting  unavoidable  accidents,  which  shail 
be  repaired  by  them  with  all  reasonable  despatch,  an  1  in  such  cases 
no  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  above  stated  payments,  unless  the 
road  shall  be  closed  by  such  accidents  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than 
one  week.  And  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  a^ree, 
during  the  continuance  of  said  grant  or  lease,  to  provide  good  and 
careful  switch  tcndeis  at  the  intersection  of  their  several  branches 
■with  the  main  track,  and  at  the  Lowell  Rail-road,  or  to  keep  such 
switches  duly  turned  and  locked,  so  that  the  engines  and  trains  of  the 
said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may  pass  with  safety  at  the  times 
prescribed. 

Article  III. — It  is  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  the  trains  and 
engines  of  the  Fitchburg  road  may  pass  over  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road,  during  the  hours  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  until 
nine-  in  the  evening,  to  leave  the  Charlestown  termination  of  the  same 
at  the  commencement  of  any  hour,  and  the  western  termination  of  the 
same  at  the  middle  of  any  hour ;  but  the  trains  so  run  shall  not  ex- 
ceed twenty  minutes  in  passing  over  the  road,  except  in  cases  of  acci- 
dent, when  the  track  ^hall  be  cleared  with  all  possible  despatch. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  agreed  that  the  freight  trains  of  the  Fitchburg 
Rai!-road  may  start  twice,  at  least,  each  day  from  each  end  of  the 
road,  at  times  to  be  designated  by  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company, 
ten  minutes  before  such  stated  periods  and  occupy  the  road  until 
twenty  minutes  after  them,  provided  the  trains  coming  in  the  opposite 
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direction  have  arrived,  which  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Com- 
panv  agree  shall  be  the  case,  unavoidable  accidents  excepted.  The 
trains  and  engines  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  may  also 
start  after  the  first  stated  periods  ;  but  in  no  case  shall  they  occupy 
the  road  longer  than  until  twenty  minutes  after  the  first  stated  periods 
for  starting,  and  in  case  of  starting  after  said  periods  they  shall  give 
the  lead  upon  the  road  to  trains  that  it  is  desired  to  start  at  such 
periods.  And  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may  start  their  trains 
five  minutes  before  the  regular  staled  period  for  starting  as  above 
stated,  but  they  shall  be  clear  of  the  road  twenty  minutes  after  such 
stated  period.  And  it  is  also  agreed  between  the  parties  that  during 
the  hours,  from  nine  in  the  evening  until  four  in  the  morning,  the 
trains  and  engines  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may  run  over 
the  road,  leaving  the  Cinrlest;nvn  termination  within  eight  minutes 
before  or  after  the  hours,  ten,  twelve  and  two  o'clock,  and  the  wes- 
tern termination,  within  eight  minutes  before  or  after  the  hours  of 
eleven,  one  and  three  o'clock  ;  and  these  trains  may  occupy  the  road 
forty  minutes  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  each  hour  afore- 
said  ;  but  if  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  run  any  train  in 
the  interval  between  the  last  above  stated  periods,  of  nine  o'clock, 
P  31.  and  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  they  shall,  at  their  own  expense,  keep 
and  maintain  suitable  watchmen  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of 
the  Charlestown  Branch  Raii-rond  Company,  exposed  thereby  near  the 
eastern  termination  of  the  road,  and  bear  all  the  expense  of  the  at- 
tendance upon  the  road  through  such  nights.  And  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  will  allow  no  trains  to  be  run  or  any  ob- 
struction that  will  interfere  with  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road, 
which  are  run  in  accordance  with  these  provisions,  except  in  any  case 
of  accident,  unless  the  times  of  running  and  starting  are  altered  by 
mutual  consent,  in  writing  expressed. 

Article  IV. — It  is  agreed  that  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company 
shall  pay  a  toll  of  twenty-five  cents,  per  net  ton,  to  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  all  ice  it  shall  transport  from  Fitch- 
burg Rail-road,  or  other  rail-roads,  or  branches  thereof,  over  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  towards  Charlestown,  whether  carried 
either  over  the  track  leased  or  the  road-bed  purchased. 

Article  V. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  agree 
that  they  will  either  allow  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Com- 
pany to  stop  at  the  station  near  Porter's  tavern,  in  Cambridge,  to  land 
and  receive  passengers  going  into  or  from  said  Filchburgh  Rail-road, 
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or  shall  bring  from  such  station  to  the  Charlestown  depot,  within  one 
hour  of  the  starting  of  the  trains  of  said  company  from  Charlestown, 
and  take  from  said  Charlestown  to  such  station  within  one  hour  after 
the  arrival  of  such  trains  and  without  charge,  all  passengers  wishing 
to  pass  between  such  stations  and  any  station  on  or  beyond  the  Fitch- 
burg  Rail-road  ;  and  in  case  such  trains  shall  stop  at  such  station,  near 
Porter's,  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  account  to  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  for  the  fares  of  all  local 
travellers  carried  only  between  such  last  named  station  and  Charles- 
town. But  it  is  expressly  understood  that  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company  shall  not  stop  on  the  line  of  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  for  any  other  purpose  or  under  any  other  circum- 
stances than  as  above  stated,  accidents  excepted  ;  nor  shall  they  stop 
for  any  purpose  of  receiving  or  discharging  freight  or  passengers  at 
any  other  point  nearer  the  termination  of  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road,  than  where  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  shall  pass  the  road 
formerly  the  Concord  turnpike,  except  by  consent;  but  they  may  stop 
at  any  crossing  of  any  road  now  built,  to  discharge  freight  which  may 
be  nearer  than  said  road  to  the  western  tet  ruination  of  the  Charles- 
town Branch  Rail-road.  The  prohibitions  and  restrictions  expressed 
in  this  article,  to  apply  to  both  tracks,  to  the  one  which  may  be  laid 
on  the  road-bed,  sold  to  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  (as 
per  article  9th,)  as  well  as  to  that  leased  to  them. 

Article  VI. — The  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  have  the 
right,  at  their  own  expense,  to  connect  the  track  of  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road,  with  such  depots,  engine-houses,  water  stations,  and 
wharves,  as  they  shall  establish  at  Charlestown,  and  to  convey  water 
pipes,  with  water  under  the  same,  and  to  establish  crossings  for  car- 
riages and  teams  over  the  same;  said  connections  and  crossings  to  be 
served  and  attended,  at  their  own  expense,  both  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road,  and  to  admit  a  free  passage  for  the  trains 
of  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  and  they  shall  be  con- 
structed with  reference  to  the  proper  convenience  of  both  of  the  par- 
ties to  this  instrument. 

Article  VII. — And  it  is  further  provided,  that  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  said  rent  whatever  dividends  and  interest  shall  be  declared 
(from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
four)  on  five  hundred  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company,  subscribed  for  by  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company,  whether  the  same  shall  be  held  by  the  latter  company, 
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or  by  other  persons  which  shares  are  to  be  issued  immediately  ;  and 
the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  expressly  agree  that 
they  will  not  alienate  or  transfer  any  of  said  shares  until  after  the 
first  Monday  of  August  next,  but  the  latter  company  may  pledge  the 
same  to  responsible  parties  to  secure  loans  in  such  manner  that  the 
same  shall  not  be  sold  until  after  said  first  Monday  of  August. 

Article  VIII. — In  case  the  parties  of  either  part  shall  at  any 
time  exceed,  in  any  degree,  the  time  prescribed  for  running,  or  make 
any  trifling  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  same  shall 
not  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  it,  but  the  delinquent  party  shall  be  ac- 
countable to  the  other  for  all  damages  and  inconvenience  occasioned 
thereby  and  shall  endeavor  to  avoid  a  recurrence. 

Article  IX. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  in 
consideration  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  thern  paid  by  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do 
hereby  grant  and  convey  to  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  the  right 
to  use  forever  a  portion  of  the  road-bed  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company,  from  the  easterly  end  of  Prison  Point  Bridge  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  two  roads  at  Block  Island,  including  the  rail-road  bridges  : 
such  portion  to  be  one  rod  wide,  and  to  be  as  favorable  with  respect  to 
drainage,  maintenance  and  expense  of  grading  and  laying  down  track 
and  running  cars  thereon,  as  the  road-bed  lying  on  the  southerly  side 
of  their  present  track  now  is,  the  said  portion  not  being  expressly  de- 
fined and  separated,  in  order  to  give  moie  latitude  in  the  future  loca- 
tion of  the  same,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  future  business  of  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company ;  and  the  said  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  do  to  the  extent  of  all  power  vested  in 
them  by  their  charter,  and  by  the  charier  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road 
Company,  hereby  convey  to  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  said 
portion  of  the  said  road-bed,  and  all  rights,  privileges  and  franchise 
thereto  appurtenant,  and  the  right  to  lay  down  a  track  thereon,  and 
use  the  same,  and  do  agree  to  pay  and  discharge  all  claims  for  damages 
for  land  taken  or  to  be  taken  therefor,  and  permit  the  said  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company  to  receive  a  fair  proportion  of  any  sum  which  shall 
hereafter  be  paid  by  the  State  for  the  purchase  of  such  portion  and  to 
account  therefor,  if  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  said  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company  by  the  State,  and  do  agree  to  locate  and  define 
such  road-bed  within  sixty  days  after  notice  from  said  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road Company  of  their  intention  to  lay  down  a  track  thereon,  and  said 
Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall   lay   down  such  track  within  one 
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year  after  such  location,  and  upon  their  failure  to  lay  down  such  track 
within  said  period,  a  new  location  may  he  made  by  said  Charlcstown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  upon  receiving  a  second  notice.  And  the 
said  Charlcstown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  further  convey,  as  afore- 
said, to  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  one  undivided  half  of  the 
road-bed  extending  from  the  eastern  terminus  of  Prison  Point  Bridge 
to  Swett's  wharf,  with  the  franchise  and  privileges  appurtenant,  with 
the  privilege  of  laying  down  a  track  thereon,  parallel  to  the  present 
track  :  such  track  to  be  laid  down  as  soon  as  the  second  track  shall  be 
laid  on  the  western  part  of  the  road-bed,  conveyed  arid  reserving  to  the 
Charlsstown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  the  right  of  laying  down  such 
track  at  any  time,  in  case  one  shall  not  be  laid  down  by  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company — the  expense  of  laying  down  the  same  to  be  paid 
by  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  when  the  rent  payable  under  this 
agreement  shall  cease  and  determine,  and  they  also  agree  to  extinguish 
all  claims  for  land  damages,  to  which  the  said  road-bed  is  subject,  and 
both  parties  agree  that  said  tracks  shall  be  used  exclusively,  the  one  for 
upward  and  the  other  for  downward  trains,  and  shall  not  be  stopped 
upon  by  either  party  to  the  interruption  of  the  business  of  the  other, 
and  that  this  restriction  shall  apply  to  all  trains  coming  from  or  going 
to  other  railways,  which  the  Charlcstown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
reserve  the  privilege  of  passing  over  this  line  in  manner  above  recited, 
it  being  understood  that  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  have  full 
power  to  draw  with  their  own  engines  over  such  track  the  cars  of  other 
companies. 

Article  X — This  instrument  may  be  recorded,  and  shall  operate 
as  a  lien  on  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  and  have  precedence 
ever  all  mortgages,  sales  or  alienation  of  said  rail-road  property. 

Article  XI. — Each  of  the  parties  hereto  covenants  with  the  other, 
that  there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  interference  between  them  in  the 
use  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  built  or  to  be  built — and 
their  appurtenances — and  that  all  reasonable  efforts  shall  be  made  for 
their  respective  convenience  and  accommodation. 

Article  XII. — Each  company  shall  be  responsible  for  and  indem- 
nify the  other  against  all  damages  occasioned  by  itself  or  its  agents. 

Article  XIII. — If  any  disagreement  shall  arise  between  the  parties 
hereto,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  three  arbitrators,  one  to  be 
selected  by  each  party,  and  the  third  by  the  two  thus  selected,  whose 
award  or  the  award  of  any  two  of  them  shall  be  final    and  conclusive. 

Article  XIV. — It  is  further  agreed,  that  the   Charlestown  Branch 
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Rail-road  Company  may  continue  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Low- 
ell and  Nashua  Rail-road  Company,  pursuant  to  the  contract  between 
thein :  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  it  shall  be  so  conducted 
as  not  to  interfere  unreasonably,  with  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road Company. 

Article  XV. — The  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  agree  not  to 
make  or  establish  any  branches  or  depots  at  any  time,  between  a  point 
one  hundred  yards  east  of  the  crossing  of  the  Concord  Turnpike  and 
the  easterly  end  of  the  Prison  Point  Bridge,  without  the  written  con- 
sent of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company.  And  after  laying 
down  their  track  upon  the  road-bed  purchased  by  them,  to  interfere  in 
no  greater  degree  with  the  local  business  of  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company  than  they  are  permitted  to  do  under  the  lease  of 
the  track  herein  before  set  forth,  which  local  business  is  expressly  re- 
served to  themselves  by  said  last  named  company. 

Article  XVI. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  here- 
by acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  said  certificate  of  five  hundred 
shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company.  And  to 
the  faithful  performance  of  all  the  agreements  herein  contained,  the 
said  parties  bind  mutually  themselves. 

In  witness  of  all  which,  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
Company  have  fully  executed  these  presents  by  affixing  thereto  their 
corporate  seal  and  signature  by  James  Dana,  their  President,  duly  au- 
thorised for  the  purpose.  And  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company 
have  also  executed  the  same  by  affixing  thereto  their  corporate  seal  and 
signature,  by  Alvah  Crocker,  their  President,  and  Thomas  Wiley 
their  Treasurer,  as  duly  empowered  for  the  purpose. 


Signed,  sealed  and  delivered" 
in  presence  of  us,  the    words 
"  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ^ 
forty-four,"  first  interlined. 
H.  Weld  Fuller, 
John  C.  Andrews. 


Fitchburg  Rail-road  Com- 
pany by 

A.  CROCKER,  Pres't.,  and 
Thomas  Wiley,  Treas. 


Charlestown  Branch " 
Rail-road  Company  by 

JAMES  DANA,  Pres. 
Henry  Jaques,  Treas. 


[L.  S.] 


[L.  S.] 

Seal  of 

C.B.R.  Co. 
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Suffolk,  s§.  June  1st,  1843.  Then  personally  appeared  James 
Dana,  President  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  and 
acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  the  free  act  and  deed  of 
said  Company  ; — and  also  Ahah  Crocker  and  Thomas  Wiley,  the 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  in 
like  manner  acknowledged  the  above  instrument  by  them  executed,  to 
be  the  free  act  and  deed  of  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company. 

Before  me, 

II.  WELD  FULLER,  Justice  Peace. 


Charlestown,  May  4th,  1843. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road  Company,  held  this  day — Voted,  That  articles  of  agreement  with 
the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  as  reported  by  the  directors  of  this 
company  be,  and  they  are  hereby  adopted.  Vulcd,  That  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  the  act  incorporating 
the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  the  President  of  this  company  be, 
and  hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  this  company, 
to  sell  and  convey  to  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  a  road-bed 
upon  the  terms  and  conditions,  and  for  the  compensation  named  in  the 
articles  of  agreement  this  day  adopted  by  this  company. 

Voted,  That  the  President  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  lease  to 
the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  the  use  of  the  present  track  of  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  above  named  articles. 

Voted,  That  the  President  of  this  company  be,  and  he  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  subscribe  on  behalf  of  this  company  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and 
on  the  receipt  of  certificates  of  said  stock  as  fully  paid  for,  or  of  good 
and  sufficient  bonds  for  the  same,  to  sign,  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  the  said  articles  of  agreement. 

A  true  copy.     Attest, 

HENRY  L.  JAQUES, 

Clerk  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, held  at  Boston,  Miy  9th,  1843,  it  was  voted  that  the  company 
sanction  and  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  offers  of  Charlestown 
Wharf  Company,  and  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  to 
sell  the  property  tendered  by  them  to  the  company. 

Also,  "  Voted  that  the  directors  be  instructed  to  close  the  contracts," 
as  soon  as  said  corporation  have  caused  subscriptions  to  be  made  for 
the  one  thousand  shares  they  propose  to  take. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  are  true  extracts  from  the  records  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  that  the 
above  subscriptions  have  been  made. 

Attest.  J.  P.  WELCH, 

Clerk  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company, 
held  May  9th,  1843,  it  was  voted  that  the  President  and  Treasurer  and 
either  of  them  be  authorised  to  execute  contracts  with  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  the  purchase  of  a  portion  of  their  rail- 
road and  franchise  and  lease  of  the  track. 

Attest,  J.  P.  WELCH, 

Clerk  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company. 


(Copy.) 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  concluded  this  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  December,  18  43,  by  and  between  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road 
Company  of  the  second  part. 

Tne  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  agree  to  run  the 
line  from  the  Warren  Bridge  depot,  in  Charlestown,  to  Waltham,  at 
their  own  expense  and  for  their  own  account,  with  at  least  three  trains 
each  way  per  day,  from  the  first  day  of  January  to  the  first  day  of 
April  next  inclusive,  (Sunday  excepted,)  taking  the  receipt  for  freight 
and  passengers  as  their  compensation,  and  having  the  right  to   stop 
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three  times  and  at  three  places  between  the  Massasoit  House  and 
Charlestown  depot,  or  four  times  between  the  factory  in  Waltham  and 
said  depot.  It  being  understood  and  agreed  that  the  Fitchburg  Com- 
pany are  to  make  no  charge  for  use  of  their  road,  buildings  and  ac- 
commodations— and  that  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Com- 
pany are  to  take  over  the  road  free  of  charge,  such  freight  as  the  said 
Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  or  their  contractors  (Belknap,  Gilmore 
&  Co.,  may  load  into  cars  of  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company, 
and  place  upon  the  track,  at  the  usual  place  of  junction  near  the  de- 
pots, for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  said  Fitchburg  Raii-road  Com- 
pany, and  the  construction  of  their  road.  The  said  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  not  to  be  required  to  furnish,  load  or  un- 
load any  such  cars  for  free  freight,  but  are  to  assume  all  risks  of  trans- 
portation, excepting  such  as  may  arise  from  defects  in  the  track  or  cars 
of  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  which  are  to  be  repaired  by 
the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company — the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  however,  to  keep  the  track  free  of  snow  at  their 
own  expense,  and  also  to  pay  for  all  running  expenses  and  all  expenses 
at  the  depots. 

And  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  hereby  fully  consent 
and  agree  to  the  terms  and  conditions  above  mentioned,  to  furnish  and 
keep  their  track  in  repair,  and  to  permit  the  said  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company  to  run  said  road  as  aforesaid,  without  let,  hind- 
rance or  impediment,  and  to  make  no  charge  for  track  buildings  or 
any  accommodations  by  them  furnished  under  this  agreement.  It 
being  understood  that  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Com- 
pany shall  not  be  required  to  run  any  extra  train  for  freight,  nor  to 
take  more  than  five  double  cars  of  the  largest  class  in  either  direction 
for  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  or  their  contractors,  the  said 
Belknap,  Gilmore  &,  Co.,  any  day,  without  charge. 

It  being  expressly  understood  and  agreed  by  the  parties  to  this  con- 
tract, that  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  shall  have  the  right  to 
use  the  engine  "  Charlestown,"  belonging  to  the  Fitchburg  Company, 
whenever  the  same  shall  become  necessary  for  the  proper  operation  of 
both  roads — and  that  the  same  shall  be  kept  in  good  repair  at  the 
expense  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  they  paying 
to  the  Fitchburg  Company  five  dollars  per  day  for  every  day's  use  of 
said  engine. 
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In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  this  contract,  by  their  respective 

committees,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  on  the  day  and 

year  before  written. 

JACOB  FOSTER, 

For  the  Committee  F.  R.  R.  Co. 


The  words :  And  also  to  pay 
for  all  running  expenses,  and  all 
expenses  at  the  depots  interlin- 
ed, before  signed. 

Witness,         D.  DEVENS. 


S.  VARNEY, 
Committee  for  the  Chas.  R.  R.  R. 
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EIGHTH   ANNUAL    REPORT 


EASTERN     RAIL-ROAD 


COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable   the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Rail-road  Company  present  their  Eighth 
Annual  Report,  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  their  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, as  required  by  law,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1843. 

The  road  has  continued  in  safe  and  successful  operation. 

A  new  and  spacious  passenger  depot  has  been  constructed  in  Bos- 
ton, on  the  site  purchased  by  the  company  in  1842. 

A  broad  avenue  over  the  same  grounds  has  been  laid  out,  connect- 
ing Commercial  Street  with  the  depot  and  East  Boston  ferry,  and 
splendid  ranges  of  granite  stores  are  now  in  course  of  erection  by 
private  individuals,  who  have  purchased  the  lots  of  the  company. 

A  sale  of  the  interest  of  the  company  in  Lewis's  Wharf,  has  been 
completed,  agreeably  to  the  arrangements  heretofore  reported. 

A  second  track  has  been  completed,  from  East  Boston  to  Chelsea — 
a  distance  of  3  J  miles. 

The  strap  rail  on  the  Marblchead  Branch  has  been  removed,  and  a 
new  and  heavy  chair  rail  substituted. 

To  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  company,  two  thousand  new  shares 
have  been  created  and  taken  by  stockholders  at  par,  so  that  the  capital 
stock  cow  consists  of  18,000  shares,  and 
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The  amount  paid  thereon  is $1,800,000  00 

Loan  of  State  scrip, 500,000  00 


$2,300,000  00 


The  expenditures  for  construction  have   been,  during  the  past  year, 
$89,214  25.     Total,  to  December  31,  $2,388,631  33. 

The  receipts  from  the  business  of  the  road,  during 
the  year  has  been 

From  442,552  passengers, $240,558  47 

Merchandize, 21,311  51 

Mail, 10,068  50 

Incidental, US  15 

Profit  and  loss   account,  rents,  &c,  less  balance   in- 
terest account, 7,505  72 


$279,562  35 


The  expenditures  of  conducting  the  same  have  been 

For  repairs  of  the  road,     .         .         .        $14,032  19 

"  cars  and  engines,         .  14,661  62 

AH  other  expenses,    ....  75,946  82 

Miles  run,  184,156;  at  average  cost  51!!!  per  mile,  $104,640  63 


Net  receipts,  1843, $174,921  72 

Paid  interest  to  State, 25,000  00 


Dividends  payable  in 
July,    1843,    on    16,050    shares    Eastern 

Rail-road  Company,  a  $3,  .         .      $48,150  00 

4,530  shares  Eastern  Rail-road   in   New 

Hampshire,  a  $3,  .  .         .        13,590  00 


$149,921  72 


$61,740  00 


Do.  payable  on  January  3d,  1844,  on 
18,000  shares  Eastern  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, a  $3  50,  .         .         .       $63,000 

4,530  shares  Eastern  Rail-road 

in  New  Hampshire,  a  $3  50,      15,855 


78,855  00 


140,595  00 


Balance, 9,326  72 
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Reserved  fund,  December  31,  1842,  $25,361  18 

Gained  by  investment  and   interest 

of  do 4,622  40 


29,983  58 


Reserved  fund  December  31,  1843,  .         .         $39,310  30 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


D.  A.  NEAL, 
JOHN    HOOPER, 
ISAIAH   BREED, 
DANIEL    ADAMS,  Jr., 
JNO.  ELIOT    THAYER. 


Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  13,  1844. 

Then  D.  A.  Neal,  President,  John  Hooper,  Isaiah  Breed,  Daniel 
Adams,  Jr.,  and  John  E.  Thayer,  appeared,  and  severally  made  oath 
that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

B.  T.  REED,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

FITCHBURG    RAIL-ROAD 

COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  respectfully  sub- 
mit their  Second  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings,  receipts  and 
expenditures  : — 

At  an  early  stage  in  the  history  of  the  company,  a  clause  was  intro- 
duced into  the  articles  of  subscription,  restricting  the  directors  from 
any  outlay  for  construction  until  at  least  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
should  have  been  subscribed  to  the  capital.  Up  to  the  middle  of  April 
last  the  most  unwearied  efforts,  on  the  part  of  the  early  associates  in 
this  enterprize,  had  not  carried  the  subscription  above  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  serious  doubts  were  entertained  by  many  whether 
any  further  efforts  would  be  availing. 

Early  in  May  last  very  favorable  overtures  were  made  to  this  com- 
pany, for  the  construction  of  the  work,  for  materials,  the  supply  of 
depot  grounds,  and  the  sale  or  lease  of  a  portion  of  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road,  which  intervenes  between  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road 
proper  and  Charlestown,  and  the  increasing  abundance  of  money  began 
to  attract  the  attention  of  capitalists  towards  the  great  natural  resources 
and  advantages  of  this  avenue  to  the  interior.  The  directors  hastened 
to  avail  of  the  favorable  opportunity  for  the  commencement  of  the  en- 
terprise, and  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  after  increasing  the  sub- 
scription to  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  shares,  or 
$656,800,  subscribed  by  more  than  a  thousand  shareholders,  they  en- 
tered into  contracts  for  the  commencement  of  the  line,  and  now  have 
12 
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the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you  that  their  capital  hrs  been  increased 
by  actual  subscription  to  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  shares,  or 
$921,000,  and  that  they  have  closed  the  books  of  subscription. 

They  further  report  that  they  have  levied  three  assessments  of  ten 
dollars  each,  and  interest  is  allowed  on  all  sums  paid  in  by  the  share- 
holders until  the  line  shall  be  put  in  operation.  These  assessments 
have  been  paid  with  remarkable  promptitude,  and  large  payments  have 
been  made  in  advance  of  assessments,  and  still  continue  to  be  made 
from  week  to  week. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  treasury  up  to  the  first  day  of 

January  current,  is  ------    $440,274  86 

The  amount  expended,  is     -----  3:22,537  83 


Balance  in  the  treasury,  Jan'y  1st,  1S44,       -         -         -    $117,730  98 

Which  balance  has  since  been  increased,  which  furnishes  an  ample 
provision  for  the  duties  on  the  iron  daily  expected,  and  the  increasing 
force  now  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  various  items 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  will  appear  by  the  treasurer's  report, 
hereto  annexed. 

Under  the  sanction  of  a  vote  of  the  company,  and  the  power  given 
by  the  charter,  a  contract  has  been  made  with  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  for  the  use  of  their  track  and  of  a  portion  of  their 
road-bed,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  lay  down  a  distinct  track  for  the 
use  of  the  Filchburg  Rail-road,  with  iron  already  ordered  for  the  pur- 
pose. This  arrangement  was  found  indispensable  to  obtain  access  to 
deep  water  at  Charlestown,  and  an  easy  and  cheap  communication 
with  Boston,  and  is  regarded  as  very  advantageous  to  both  companies. 
A  copy  of  the  contract,  pursuant  to  the  requisitions  of  the  statute,  is 
hereto  annexed. 

The  directors  of  this  company,  aware  of  the  great  inconvenience 
incurred  by  other  companies  in  consequence  of  having  underrated  the 
amount  of  room  required  for  their  stations  and  depots,  and  the  great 
expenditures  incurred  in  their  subsequent  enlargement,  and  aware  also 
of  the  large  amount  of  chairs,  furniture,  wood,  ship-timber,  lime,  plas- 
ter, slate,  stone,  brick,  and  other  bulky  articles  of  freight  which  musf 
pass  over  this  line,  have  thought  it  politic  to  secure  ample  room,  and 
have  secured,  at  very  moderate  and  satisfactory  prices,  the  entire  water 
front  extending  from  Warren  Bridge  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile 
to  the  land  of  the  State  Prison  Point  Bridge,  in  Charlestown,  including 
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the  wharves  and  other  improvements  thereon,  which  now,  in  its  present 
unimproved  state,  yield  a  considerable  rent,  beside  meeting  the  present 
wants  of  the  company.  This  area,  which  may  be  greatly  enlarged  by 
filling  the  extensive  flats  between  Front  street  and  the  channel,  will 
doubtless  enable  the  company  to  transact  all  the  business  which  may 
grow  out  of  the  extension  of  the  line  to  Vermont,  and  to  furnish  ample 
accommodations  for  the  business  of  any  other  rail-roads  it  may  be  the 
policy  of  the  Legislature  to  connect  with  the  Fitchburg  line.  Con- 
tracts have  been  effected  with  Messrs.  S.  F.  Belknap  &,  Company,  to 
grade  the  entire  line  from  the  terminus  of  the  Cliarlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  to  Fitchburg,  at  very  moderate  prices.  The  work,  which  is 
unusually  light  and  free  from  rock  excavation,  is  now  rapidly  progress- 
ing. More  than  eleven  hundred  men  are  employed  upon  the  line,  the 
iron  is  purchased  and  has  in  part  arrived,  and  the  last  cargo  it  is  ex- 
pected will  leave  England  by  April.  The  line  is  now  open  about  ten 
miles  to  Waltham,  and  a  confident  expectation  is  entertained  that  it 
will  be  extended  to  Concord  before  July,  and  to  Fitchburg  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  fall.  All  despatch  consistent  with  a  due  regard 
to  economy  will  be  given  to  the  work. 

As  respects  equipment,  two  engines,  two  large  passenger  cars,  and 
twenty-eight  freight  and  gravel  cars,  of  the  most  approved  models  and 
most  improved  construction,  are  already  finished,  and  orders  will  be 
soon  given  for  more. 

The  line  was  opened  to  Waltham  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December 
last,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  cars  to  stop  at  a  temporary 
depot  near  the  Massasoit  House,  until  the  permanent  depot  shall  be 
finished.  The  directors  of  this  company,  taking  into  view  the  inclem- 
ent season  of  the  year,  which  restricts  travelling,  the  unfinished  state 
of  their  establishments,  and  the  fact  that  the  second  track  is  not  yet 
laid  down  parallel  to  the  track  of  the  Cliarlestown  Branch  line,  have 
deemed  it  most  prudent,  until  spring,  to  entrust  the  running  to  the 
Cliarlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  and  annex  the  temporary  contract  made 
with  them  therefor.  Since  the  expiration  thereof,  another  contract  has 
been  arranged  for  the  ensuing  three  months  of  winter,  by  which  the 
Cliarlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  agree  to  accept  the  income 
from  passengers  and  general  freight  in  full  satisfaction  for  running  the 
road,  and  to  transport  all  iron,  sleepers,  timber,  and  other  freight  of 
this  company,  and  its  contractors  free  of  charge, — a  contract  which 
promises  to  result  in  profit  to  both  companies. 

The  rate  of  charge  for  passengers  between  Warren  Bridge  depot 
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and  Waltham  is  twenty  cents, — about  the  same  charge  as  that  made 
in  the  special  train  between  Newton  and  Boston  for  about  the  same 
distance ;  the  charge  by  omnibus,  between  Warren  Bridge  depot  and 
Brattle  Street  in  Boston,  is  five  cents  only. 

The  account  between  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
and  this  corporation  is  not  yet  adjusted,  and  this  corporation  has  now 
no  regular  trains  over  their  line,  or  received  any  thing  from  the  earn- 
ings of  the  rail-road. 

The  number  of  passengers  between  the  lower  part  of  Waltham  and 
the  Warren  Bridge  depot  averages,  in  mid  winter,  about  one  hundred 
a  day,  which  indicates  an  average  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  a 
day  through  the  year.  The  estimate  of  the  engineer  was  eighty  per 
day  only.  In  organizing  and  conducting  this  corporation,  the  direc- 
tors have  made  economy  a  study,  and  have  been  enabled,  by  the  light 
of  experience,  to  avoid  many  expenditures  incident  to  the  infancy  of 
*he  science.  They  have  conformed  the  route,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
the  water  courses,  and  have  taken  a  generous  width  for  the  line  ;  have 
been  fortunate  in  finding  a  gravel  foundation  for  the  road-bed,  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  route ;  are  making  a  solid  track  by  lying  down 
2,000  heavy  sleepers  to  the  mile,  and  using  the  heavy  lip-chair;  have 
assumed  the  construction  of  proper  fences,  and  endeavored,  and  not 
without  success,  to  conciliate  the  land-holders  along  the  line,  and 
interest  them  in  the  enterprise,  and  to  adjust  the  damages  without  an 
appeal  to  commissioners  or  juries. 

About  two  hundred  claims  have  been  made  for  land  damages,  be- 
tween Charlestown  and  Shirley  village — a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles. 
Of  these,  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  have  been  settled,  and 
$25,3S0  06  paid  therefor.  The  residue,  and  those  between  Shirley 
village  and  Fitchburgh  are  nearly  all  in  a  train  for  amicable  adjust- 
ment.    No  case  has,  as  yet,  been  carried  to  a  jury. 

With  respect  to  salaries,  they  have  secured  the  services  of  able  and 
efficient  officers  at  the  following  rates : 

The  president,  who  is  also  superintendent,  at       .         61,500 

Treasurer,  at 800 

Clerk  and  assistant  to  treasurer,  .         .         .  600 

The  engineers  receive  $5,  and  the  assistant  engineers  $2  per  day, 
paying  their  own  expenses  except  a  small  allowance  for  horse  hire. 

The  iron  ordered  for  the  line  is  similar,  in  size  and  quality,  to  the 
56  lbs.  rail  laid  down  on  the  Western  Rail-road,  and  was  purchased 
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by  two  of  the  directors,  who  went  out  to  England,  as  soon  as  funds 
had  been  realized  from  the  first  assessment  and  availed  themselves  of 
the  depressed  state  of  the  market,  to  buy  it  at  a  rate  less  than  $24 
per  ton  delivered  in  Wales,  thus  saving  a  commission.  All  proper 
efforts  will  be  made  to  obtain  a  remission  of  the  duty  on  the  iron  to 
which  this  company  is  in  justice  entitled. 

The  prospects  of  the  road  are  highly  encouraging  in  every  particu- 
lar. Many  of  the  important  contracts  are  much  below  the  estimate, 
and  the  few  particulars  in  which  that  estimate  will  be  exceeded,  viz  : 
the  purchase  of  additional  engines  and  cars,  of  ample  depot  ground, 
and  placing  a  separate  track  on  the  Charlestown  Rail-road,  must  ope- 
rate beneficially ;  while  the  prospects  of  a  speedy  extension  of  the 
rail-road  towards  north-western  Massachusetts,  south-western  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont  and  Canada,  are  highly  encouraging,  and  this 
enterprise,  begun  in  weakness,  bids  fair  to  end  in  strength. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

A.  CROCKER, 
E.  H.  DERBY, 
HENRY   TIMxMINS, 
HORATIO   ADAMS, 
DAVID   LORING, 
N.  F.  CUNNINGHAM, 
JACOB   FORSTER, 
W.  E.  FAULKNER, 
ABEL  PHELPS, 
GARDNER   C.  HALL. 


Suffolk,  ss.  January  19th,  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  Alvah  Crocker,  E.  H.  Derby,  Henry 
Timmins,  Horatio  Adams,  N.  F.  Cunningham,  Jacob  Forster,  David 
Loring,  W.  E.  Faulkner,  Abel  Phelps,  and  Gardner  C.  Hall,  Directors 
of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  made  solemn  oath,  that  the 
within  report  by  them  subscribed,  was,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  belief,  true. 

Before  me, 

JOHN    J.  LORING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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{Copy.) 

Articles  of  agreement  made  this  fourth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1843,  by 
and  between  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  of  the  second  part,  each 
of  which  parties  is  a  corporation  duly  established  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

Article  I. — In  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements 
hereinafter  contained,  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
doth  hereby  grant  and  demise  to  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  the 
right  to  pass  and  repass  over  over  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road 
between  Swett's  wharf  in  Charlestown  and  Block  Island  in  Fresh  Pond 
Meadows,  exclu-ding,  however,  its  branches  with  locomotive  engines  and 
cars  of  all  descriptions  propelled  by  them  by  steam,  and  laden  or  un- 
laden, with  the  privilege  of  using  horses  below  Prison  Point  Bridge 
when  requisite,  and  elsewhere,  in  case  of  accident,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-four,  for  a  compensation  of  forty-five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum — the  payment  of  which  rent  shall  be  made  quarterly  each  year, 
subject  to  the  deduction  of  dividends,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Article  II. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  will 
maintain  the  track  of  the  road  now  in  use,  as  above  described,  in  suit- 
able running  order,  excepting  unavoidable  accidents,  which  shall  be 
repaired  by  them  with  all  reasonable  despatch,  and  in  such  cases  no 
deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  above  stated  payments,  unless  the 
road  shall  be  closed  by  such  accidents  for  a  greater  length  of  time 
than  one  week.  And  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
agree  during  the  continuance  of  said  grant  or  lease,  to  provide  good 
and  careful  switch  tenders  at  the  intersection  of  their  several  branches 
with  the  main  track  and  at  the  Lowell  Rail-road,  or  to  keep  such 
switches  duly  turned  and  locked,  so  that  the  engines  and  trains  of  the 
said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may  pass  with  safety  at  the  times 
prescribed. 

Article  III. — It  is  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  the  trains  and 
engines  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  may  pass  over  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road,  during  the  hours  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  until 
nine  in  the  evening,  to  leave  the  Charlestown  termination  of  the  same 
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at  the  commencement  of  any  hour,  and  the  western  termination  of  the 
same  at  the  middle  of  any  hour;  but  the  trains  so  run  shall  not  ex- 
ceed twenty  minutes  in  passing  over  the  road,  except  in  cases  of  acci- 
dent, when  the  track  shall  be  cleared  with  all  possible  despatch. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  agreed  that  the  freight  trains  of  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  may  start  twice,  at  least,  each  day  from  each  end  of  the 
road,  at  times  to  be  designated  by  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company, 
ten  minutes  before  such  stated  periods  and  occupy  the  road  until 
twenty  minutes  after  them,  provided  the  trains  coming  in  the  opposite 
direction  have  arrived,  which  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Com- 
pany agree  shall  be  the  case,  unavoidable  accidents  excepted.  The 
trains  and  engines  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  may  also 
start  after  the  first  stated  periods;  but  in  no  case  shall  they  occupy 
the  road  longer  than  until  twenty  minutes  after  the  first  stated  periods 
for  starting,  and  in  case  of  starting  after  said  periods  they  shall  give 
the  lead  upon  the  road  to  trains  that  it  is  desired  to  start  at  such 
periods.  And  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may  start  their  trains 
five  minutes  before  the  regular  staled  period  for  starling  as  above 
stated,  but  they  shall  be  clear  of  the  road  twenty  minutes  after  such 
stated  period.  And  it  is  also  agreed  between  the  parties  that  during 
the  hours,  from  nine  in  the  evening  until  four  in  the  morning,  the 
trains  and  engines  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  may  run  over 
the  road,  leaving  the  Charlestown  termination  within  eight  minutes 
before  or  after  ihe  hours,  ten,  twelve  and  two  o'clock,  and  the  wes- 
tern termination,  within  eight  minutes  before  or  after  the  hours  of 
eleven,  one  and  three  o'clock  ;  and  these  trains  may  occupy  the  road 
forty  minutes  from  and  after  the  commencement  of  each  hour  afore- 
said ;  but  if  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  run  any  train  in 
the.  interval  between  the  last  above  stated  periods,  of  nine  o'clock, 
P.  M.  and  four  o'clock,  A.  ML,  they  shall,  at  their  own  expense,  keep 
and  maintain  suitable  watchmen  for  the  protection  of  the  property  of 
the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  exposed  thereby  near  the 
eastern  termination  of  the  road,  and  bear  all  the  expense  of  the  at- 
tendance upon  the  road  through  such  nights.  And  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  will  allow  no  trains  to  be  run  or  any  ob- 
struction that  will  interfere  with  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road, 
which  are  run  in  accordance  with  these  provisions,  except  in  any  case 
of  accident,  unless  the  times  of  running  and  starting  are  altered  by 
mutual  consent,  in  writing  expressed. 
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Article  IV. — It  is  agreed  that  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company 
shall  pay  a  toll  of  twenty-five  cents,  per  net  ton,  to  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  all  ice  it  shall  transport  from  Fitch- 
burg Rail-road,  or  other  rail-roads,  or  branches  thereof,  over  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  towards  Charlestown,  whether  carried 
either  over  the  track  leased  or  the  road-bed  purchased. 

Article  V. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  agree 
that  they  will  either  allow  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Com- 
pany to  stop  at  the  station  near  Porter's  tavern,  in  Cambridge,  to  land 
and  receive  passengers  going  into  or  from  said  Fitchburgh  Rail-road, 
or  shall  bring  from  such  station  to  the  Charlestown  depot,  within  one 
hour  of  the  starting  of  the  trains  of  said  company  from  Charlestown, 
and  take  from  said  Charlestown  to  such  station  within  one  hour  after 
the  arrival  of  such  trains  and  without  charge,  all  passengers  wishing 
to  pass  between  such  stations  and  any  station  on  or  beyond  the  Fitch- 
burg Rail-road ;  and  in  case  such  trains  shall  stop  at  such  station,  near 
Porter's,  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  account  to  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  for  the  fares  of  all  local 
travellers  carried  only  between  such  last' named  station  and  Charles- 
town. But  it  is  expressly  understood  that  the  trains  of  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company  shall  not  stop  on  the  line  of  the  Charlestown 
Eranch  Rail-road  for  any  other  purpose  or  under  any  other  circum- 
stances than  as  above  stated,  accidents  excepted  ;  nor  shall  they  stop 
for  any  purpose  of  receiving  or  discharging  freight  or  passengers  at 
any  other  point  nearer  the  termination  of  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road,  than  where  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  shall  pass  the  road 
formerly  the  Concord  turnpike,  except  by  consent;  but  they  may  stop 
at  any  crossing  of  any  road  now  built,  to  discharge  freight  which  may 
be  nearer  than  said  road  to  the  western  teimination  of  the  Charles- 
town Branch  Rail-road.  The  prohibitions  and  restrictions  expressed 
in  this  article,  to  apply  to  both  tracks,  to  the  one  which  may  be  laid 
on  the  road-bed,  sold  to  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  (as 
per  article  9th,)  as  well  as  to  that  leased  to  them. 

Article  VI. — The  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  have  the 
right,  at  their  own  expense,  to  connect  the  track  of  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road,  with  such  depots,  engine-houses,  water  stations,  and 
wharves,  as  they  shall  establish  at  Charlestown,  and  to  convey  water 
pipes,  with  water  under  the  same,  and  to  establish  crossings  for  car- 
riages and  teams  over  the  same ;  said  connections  and  crossings  to  be 
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served  and  attended,  at  their  own  expense,  both  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road,  and  to  admit  a  free  passage  for  the  trains 
of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  and  they  shall  be  con- 
structed with  reference  to  the  proper  convenience  of  both  of  the  par- 
ties to  this  instrument. 

Article  VII. — And  it  is  further  provided,  that  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  said  rent  whatever  dividends  and  interest  shall  be  declared, 
(from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1844,)  on  five  hundred  shares 
in  the  capital  stock  of  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  subscribed 
for  by  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  whether  the  same 
shall  be  held  by  the  latter  company  or  by  other  persons,  which  shares 
are  to  be  issued  immediately.  And  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company  expressly  agree  that  they  will  not  alienate  or  transfer 
any  of  said  shares  until  after  the  first  Monday  of  August  next,  but  the 
latter  company  may  pledge  the  same  to  responsible  parties  to  secure 
loans  in  such  manner  that  the  same  shall  not  be  sold  until  after  said 
first  Monday  of  August. 

Article  VIII. — In  case  the  parties  of  either  part  shall  at  any 
time  exceed,  in  any  degree,  the  time  prescribed  for  running,  or  make 
any  trifling  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  same  shall 
not  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  it,  but  the  delinquent  party  shall  be  ac- 
countable to  the  other  for  all  damages  and  inconvenience  occasioned 
thereby  and  shall  endeavor  to  avoid  a  recurrence. 

Article  IX. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  in 
consideration  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  them  paid  by  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do 
hereby  grant  and  convey  to  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  the  right 
to  use  forever  a  portion  of  the  road-bed  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company,  from  the  easterly  end  of  Prison  Point  Bridge  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  two  roads  at  Block  Island,  including  the  rail-road  bridges  : 
such  portion  to  be  one  rod  wide,  and  to  be  as  favorable  with  respect  to 
drainage,  maintenance  and  expense  of  grading  and  laying  down  track 
and  running  cars  thereon,  as  the  road-bed  lying  on  the  southerly  side 
of  their  present  track  now  is,  the  said  portion  not  being  expressly  de- 
fined and  separated,  in  order  to  give  more  latitude  in  the  future 
location  of  the  same,  with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  future  busi- 
ness of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road;  and  the  said  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  do  to  the  extent  of  all  power  vested  in 
them  bv  their  charter,  and  by  the  charier  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road 
13 
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Company,  hereby  convey  to  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  said 
portion  of  the  said  road-bed,  and  all  rights,  privileges  and  franchise 
thereto  appurtenant,  and  the  right  to  lay  down  a  track  thereon,  and 
use  the  same,  and  do  agree  to  pay  and  discharge  all  claims  for  damages 
for  land  taken  or  to  be  taken  therefor,  and  to  permit  the  said  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company  to  receive  a  fair  proportion  of  any  sum  which  shall 
hereafter  be  paid  by  the  State  for  the  purchase  of  such  portion  and  to 
account  therefor,  if  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  said  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company  by  the  State,  and  do  agree  to  locate  and  define 
such  road-bed  within  sixty  days  after  notice  from  said  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road Company  of  their  intention  to  lay  down  a  track  thereon,  and  said 
Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  shall  lay  down  such  track  within  one 
year  after  such  location,  and  upon  their  failure  to  lay  down  such  track 
within  said  period,  a  new  location  may  be  made  by  said  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company  upon  receiving  a  second  notice.  And  the 
said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  further  convey,  as  afore- 
said, to  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  one  undivided  half  of  the 
road-bed  extending  from  the  eastern  terminus  of  Prison  Point  Bridge 
to  Swett's  wharf,  with  the  franchise  and  privileges  appurtenant,  with 
the  privilege  of  laying  down  a  track  thereon,  parallel  to  the  present 
track  :  such  track  to  be  laid  down  as  soon  as  the  second  track  shall  be 
laid  on  the  western  part  of  the  road-bed,  conveyed  and  reserving  to  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  the  right  of  laying  down  such 
track  at  any  time,  in  case  one  shall  not  be  laid  down  by  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company — the  expense  of  laying  down  the  same  to  be  paid 
by  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  when  the  rent  payable  under  this 
agreement  shall  cease  and  determine,  and  they  also  agree  to  extinguish 
all  claims  for  land  damages,  to  which  the  said  road-bed  is  subject,  and 
both  parties  agree  that  said  tracks  shall  be  used  exclusively,  the  one  for 
upward  and  the  other  for  downward  trains,  and  shall  not  be  stopped 
upon  by  either  party  to  the  interruption  of  the  business  of  the  other, 
and  that  this  restriction  shall  apply  to  all  trains  coming  from  or  going 
to  other  railways,  which  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company 
reserve  the  privilege  of  passing  over  this  line  in  manner  above  recited, 
it  being  understood  that  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  have  full 
power  to  draw  with  their  own  engines  over  such  track  the  cars  of  other 
companies. 

Article  X. — This   instrument  may  be  recorded,  and   shall  operate 
as  a   lien   on    the  Charlestown   Branch  Rail-road,   and   have   prece- 
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dence  over  all  mortgages,  sales  or  alienation  of  said  rail-road  prop- 
erty. 

Article  XI. — Each  of  the  parties  hereto  covenants  with  the  other, 
that  there  shall  be  no  unnecessary  interference  between  them  in  the 
use  of  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road,  built  or  to  be  built — and 
their  appurtenances — and  that  all  reasonable  efforts  shall  be  made  for 
their  respective  convenience  and  accommodation. 

Article  XII. — Each  company  shall  be  responsible  for  and  indem- 
nify the  other  against  all  damages  occasioned  by  itself  or  its  agents. 

Article  XIII. — If  any  disagreement  shall  arise  between  the  parties 
hereto,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  three  arbitrators,  one  to  be 
selected  by  each  party,  and  the  third  by  the  two  thus  selected,  whose 
award  or  the  award  of  any  two  of  them  shall  be  final    and  conclusive. 

Article  XIV. — It  is  further  agreed,  that  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company  may  continue  to  transact  the  business  of  the 
Lowell  and  Nashua  Rail-road  Company,  pursuant  to  the  contract  be- 
tween them  ;  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  it  shall  be  so  con- 
ducted as  not  to  interfere  unreasonably  with  the  trains  of  the  Fitch- 
burg  Rail-road  Company. 

Article  XV. — The  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  agree  not  to 
make  or  establish  any  branches  or  depots,  at  anytime,  between  a  point 
one  hundred  yards  east  of  the  crossing  of  the  Concord  turnpike  and 
the  easterly  end  of  Prison  Point  Bridge,  without  the  written  consent 
of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company.  And  after  laying 
down  their  track  upon  the  road-bed  purchased  by  them,  to  interfere  in 
no  greater  degree  with  the  local  business  of  the  Charlestown  Branch 
Rail-road  Company,  than  they  are  permitted  to  do  under  the  lease  of 
the  track  hereinbefore  set  forth,  which  local  business  is  expressly  re- 
served to  themselves  by  said  last-named  company. 

Article  XVI. — The  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  here- 
by acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  said  certificate  of  five  hundred  shares 
of  the  stock  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company. 

And  to  the  faithful  performance  of  all  the  argreements  herein  con- 
tained, the  said  parties  mutually  bind  themselves.  In  witness  of  all 
which  the  said  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  have  fully 
executed  these  presents,  by  affixing  thereto  their  corporate  seal  and 
signature,  by  James  Dana,  their  president,  duly  authorized  for  the  pur- 
pose. And  the  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  have  also  executed 
the   same,  by  affixing  thereto   their  corporate   seal   and  signature,  by 
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Alvah  Crocker,  their  president,   and  Thomas  Wiley,  their  treasurer, 
as  duly  empowered  for  the  purpose. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence 
of  us.  The  words  "  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-four,"  first  interlined. 

Signed,       H.  Weld  Fuller, 
"  John  L.  Andrews. 

Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company. 

Signed  by 

JAMES  DANA, 

President  Chas.  Branch  R.  R.  Co. 

[L.S.] 
Seal  of  C.  B.  Rail-road  Co. 

Henry  Jaques,   Treasurer. 

The  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,     x  Seal  of  the 

By  A.  CROCKER,  President.  \  [L.S.] 

Thomas  Wiley,  Treasurer.  1         F.  JR.  jR.  Company. 


Suffolk,  ss.  June  1st,  1843.  Then  personally  appeared  James 
Dana,  President  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  and 
acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  the  free  act  and  deed 
of  said  Company  ; — and  also  Alvah  Crocker  and  Thomas  Wiley,  the 
President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  ac- 
knowledged in  like  manner  the  above  instrument,  by  them  executed,  to 
be  the  free  act  and  deed  of  said  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company. 

Before  me, 

H.  WELD  FULLER,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Charlestown,  May  4,  1843. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Company,  held  this  day,  Voted,  That  the  articles  of  agreement  with 
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the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  as  reported  by  the  directors  of  this 
company  be,  and  they  are  hereby  adopted. 

Voted,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  granted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  act  incorporating  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  the 
President  of  this  company  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  this  company,  to  sell  and  convey  to  the  Fitchburg 
Rail-road  Company  a  road-bed  upon  the  terms  and  conditions,  and 
for  the  compensation  named  in  the  articles  of  agreement  this  day  adopt- 
ed by  this  company. 

Voted,  That  the  President  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  lease  to 
the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  the  use  of  the  present  track  of  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  for  the  term  of  three  years 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  above-named  articles. 

Voted,  That  the  President  of  this  company  be,  and  he  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  subscribe  on  behalf  of  this  company  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and 
on  the  receipt  of  certificates  of  said  stock  as  fully  paid  for,  or  of  good 
and  sufficient  bonds  for  the  same,  to  sign,  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  the  said  articles  of  agreement. 

A  true  copy.     Attest, 

Signed,  HENRY  L.  JAQUES, 

Clerk  of  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Com- 
pany, held  at  Boston,  May  9,  1843,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  company 
sanction  and  recommend  the  acceptance  of  the  offers  of  the  Charlestown 
Wharf  Company,  and  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  to 
sell  the  property  tendered  by  them  to  this  company.  Also,  Voted, 
That  the  directors  be  instructed  to  close  the  contracts,  as  soon  as  said 
corporations  have  caused  subscriptions  to  be  made  for  one  thousand 
shares  they  propose  to  take. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  above  are  true  extracts  from  the  records  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  that  the 
above  subscriptions  have  been  made. 

Attest,  JOHN  P.  WELCH, 

Of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company, 
held  May  9,  1843,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  President  and  Treasurer,  and 
either  of  them,  be  authorised  to  execute  contracts  with  the  Charlestown 
Branch  Rail-road  Company,  for  the  purchase  of  a  portion  of  their  rail- 
road and  franchise  and  lease  of  the  track. 

Attest,  JOHN  P.  WELCH, 

Clerk  of  the  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Company. 


Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  Dec.  19,  1843,  by  and  between 
the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Co.,  of  the  one  part,  and  the 
Fitchburg  Rail-road  Co.,  of  the  other  part. 

The  Chailestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company  hereby  agree  to  run 
the  line  from  Warren  Bridge  depot  to  Waltham,  until  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  with  three  trains  a  day,  as  now  advertised,  in  each  direc- 
tion, and  to  take  all  passengers  and  freight  that  offer,  at  rates  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  to  provide  all  passenger  cars 
and  engines,  and  to  assume  all  risks  of  transportation,  except  those 
arising  from  defects  in  the  track  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road,  which 
shall  be  borne  by  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company,  and  to  provide  all 
conductors  and  men,  and  to  keep  the  line  clear  of  snow. 

The  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Company  hereby  agree  to  allow  ten  dol- 
lars a  trip,  including  the  run  up  and  back,  for  the  services  of  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Rail-road  Company,  and  to  provide  all  freight  cars 
that  shall  be  required,  a  baggage  car,  and  to  pay  for  the  services  of  one 
switchman,  and  to  provide  a  spare  engine  to  be  used  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency ;  a  proper  allowance  to  be  made  by  the  Charlestown  Branch  Rail- 
road Co.  for  the  use  of  such  engine,  to  be  settled  by  the  engineers  of 
the  two  lines. 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  if  any  profit  shall  be  realized  from  the 
earnings  of  the  line,  after  deducting  the  ten  dollars  per  trip,  the  ex- 
penses of  loading  and  unloading  freight,  advertising,  and  the  wages  of 
one  switchman  at  the  junction  of  the  two  lines,  and  an  allowance  of  a 


1844.]  SENATE— No.  19.  99 

cent  and  a  half  per  ton  a  mile  on  all  freight  for  the  use  of  the  Fitchburg 
freight  cars,  and  all  expenses  of  ticket  offices  and  depots,  then  such 
surplus  profit  shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  companies. 

Committee  of  Charlestoicn  Branch  Rail-road  Co. 
Signed  by  S.  S.  LITTLEHALE. 

Attest, 

F.   W.  Buckingham. 

Committee  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail-road  Co. 
Signed  by  E.  H.  DERBY. 
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FIRST   ANNUAL   REPORT 

or  THE 

HARTFORD     AND    SPRINGFIELD 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION, 

TO  THE    LEGISLATURE, 
JANUARY,  1844. 


By  an  act  of  April  5th,  1839,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
created  "  The  Hartford  and  Springfield  Rail-road  Corporation,"  with 
power  to  construct  a  rail-road,  from  a  point  in  Springfield  to  the  line 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  with  a  view  to  unite  the  same  with  a 
rail-road  authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  from  Hartford 
to  the  line  of  Massachusetts,  under  an  act  passed  in  May,  1835. 

Authority  was  given  by  the  Legislatures  of  both  States,  for  the 
union  of  the  two  companies  into  one,  by  concurrent  votes  of  the  stock- 
holders of  both. 

The  separate  corporation,  thus  created  in  Connecticut,  was,  how- 
ever, never  organized,  and  the  Legislature  of  that  State  in  October, 
1842,  authorized  "  The  Hartford  and  New  Haven  Rail-road  Com- 
pany," to  extend  their  road  from  Hartford  to  the  line  of  Massachusetts, 
and  thence,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  latter  State,  to 
the  town  of  Springfield  in  Massachusetts. 

Sufficient  subscriptions  having  been  first  obtained,  this  corporation 
was  duly  organized,  October  6th,  1841,  by  the  choice  of  directors 
and  other  officers,  and  the  adoption  of  the  necessary  by-laws.  This 
organization  has  been  regularly  continued  to  the  present  time. 

The  whole  capital  stock  now  subscribed  to  the  corporation,  in  this 
State,  is  sixty  thousand  dollars.     Upon  this,  no  assessment  has  yet 
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been  laid.  Considerable  expenses  were,  however,  incurred  by  indi- 
viduals, in  1839,  and  subsequent  years,  for  surveys  of  various  routes 
for  the  road,  and  those  expenses  were  by  vote  assumed  by  this  cor- 
poration. 

The  Hartford  and  New  Haven  Rail-road  Company,  having,  during 
the  past  year,  resolved  to  extend  their  road,  from  their  depot  at  Hart- 
ford to  the  line  of  this  State,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  between 
that  company  and  this  corporation,  that  the  former  should  construct 
also  the  part  of  the  line  in  Massachusetts,  at  their  own  expense,  using, 
therefor,  as  might  be  necessary,  the  powers  conferred  by  the  charter 
of  this  corporation,  and  should  own  and  control  the  road  when  con- 
structed :  provided,  however,  that  the  whole  line  between  Springfield 
and  Hartford  should  be  substantially  built,  with  a  heavy  iron  rail,  and 
be  completed  and  opened  for  use  in  November,  1844,  and  that  all  ex- 
penses of  surveys  should  be  paid  by  said  company. 

In  pursuance  of  these  arrangements,  the  line  of  the  road  has  been 
definitely  located  by  this  corporation,  from  the  Western  Rail-road 
depot,  in  Springfield,  passing  southerly  along  the  east  bank  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  and  through  the  Longmeadow  meadows  to  the  south 
line  of  the  State,  a  distance  of  5^  miles. 

From  the  line  of  the  State,  the  road  is  located  by  the  Connecticut 
Company,  through  Enfield,  and  near  the  margin  of  the  river,  crossing 
to  the  west  bank  near  the  foot  of  King's  Island,  and  about  one  mile 
above  Windsor  Locks,  and  from  thence,  in  a  very  direct  course,  through 
Windsor  and  Hartford  to  the  depot  of  the  Hartford  and  New  Haven 
Company  at  Hartford.  The  whole  distance  between  the  two  depots  is 
about  25 J  miles. 

The  grading,  bridging  and  masonry  of  this  whole  line  has  been  put 
under  contract,  and  the  work  has  been  commenced  and  is  now  prose- 
cuting with  great  vigor.  The  iron  rails  have  been  purchased,  and  the 
undersigned  confidently  anticipate,  that  the  whole  line  will  be  finished 
and  opened  for  use  by  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

All  the  operations  within  this  State  are  in  the  name  of  this  corpora- 
tion, exclusively  under  their  charter  and  by  officers  appointed  by  them. 

The  expenditures  incurred  within  this  State,  may  be  stated,  approxi- 
mately, as  follows : 

For  preliminary  surveys  and  organization,  and  surveys 

for  final  location,  about $2,668  85 

For  land  damages  and  rights  of  way,         .         .         .  8,748  2] 
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For  graduation  and  masonry, 2,160  00 

"    miscellaneous  expenses,  about     ....  500  00 


$14,07?  06 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE   BLISS, 
CHESTER   W.  CHAPIN, 
SAM.  J.  HITCHCOCK, 

Directors. 


State  of  Connecticut. 
Hartford  County,  ss.  January  17,  1844. 

Then  and  there  personally  appeared  Chester  W.  Chapin  and  Samuel 
J.  Hitchcock,  two  of  the  abovenamed  directors,  and  made  oath,  that 
the  above  report  by  them  signed  is  true. 
Before  me, 
ELIZUR  GOODRICH,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Hampden,  ss.  January  19,  1844. 

Personally  appeared  George  Bliss,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
above  report  by  him  subscribed. 
Before 

HENRY    MORRIS,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


1844.1  SENATE— No.   19.  103 


EIGHTH   ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

NASHUA     AND     LOWELL 

RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Nashua  and  Lowell  Rail-road*  Corporation 
hereby  submit  their  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  acts  of  incorporation,  from 
October  31st,  1842,  to  November  1st,  1843. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  is  $380,000  00 

The  amount  expended  the   past   year,  including  amount 

expended  for  addition  of  road,  is 
For  repairs  of  road,  ....  4,530  73 
For  repairs  of  engines  and  cars,  -  -  3,573  23 
Charlestown  Branch  R.  R.  Co.  -  -  617  46 
Charlestown  Wharf  Co.  -  929  22 
Fuel,  oil,  salaries,  and  all  other  miscellane- 
ous expenses,          -  30,341  25 


839,991  89 


The  amount  received  during  the  past  year,  is, 

From  passengers, 43,755  05 

From    merchandize,  ...         -     37,296  06 

From   miscellaneous  receipts,  -         -       3,027  64 


$84,078  75 


From  the  earnings  of  the  road  during  the  past  year,  two  dividends 
have  been  declared  of  four  per  cent,  each ;  one  payable  June  1st  1843, 
the  other  November  29th,  1843. 

Owing  to  the  state  of  the  money  market  being  such  that  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Corporation    could  not  be  invested  advantageously,  a 
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dividend  of  four  per  cent,  was  made  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  paya- 
ble to  the  stockholders  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November  last,  in 
anticipation  on  the  dividend  regularly  to  be  made  on  the  last  Wednes- 
day of  May  next,  leaving  the  whole  income  for  the  following  6  months 
to  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  road,  and  for  such  other 
expenses  as  appears,  by  a  report  of  the  superintendent,  may  be  re- 
quired, during  that  period,  for  renewal  of  motive  powers,  cars,  and 
superstructure. 

The  miles  run  by  locomotive  engines,   the  past   year, 
has  been  as  follows  : 

With  passenger  trains,     -         -         -         28,470 
With  merchandize,  -         -         -         10,470 

With  miscellanies,  -         -         -  3,330 


42,270  miles. 


All  of  which'  is  respectfully  submitted,   by 


DAN.  ABBOT, 
C.  H.  ATHERTON, 
JESSE   BOWERS, 
HENRY  TIMMINS, 
THOMAS  B.  WALES, 

Directors. 

Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  Dec.  26th,  1843. 

Then  the  above-named  Daniel  Abbot,  C.  H.  Atherton,  Jesse 
Bowers,  Henry  Timmins,  and  Thomas  B.  Wales,  personally  appeared, 
and  made  oath  that  the  foregoing  report,  by  them  respectively  sub- 
scribed, is  true,  according  to  their    best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

LOWELL  M.  STONE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Boston,  Jan.  2d,  1844.  I,  the  subscriber,  Commissioner  for  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  have  examined  the  within  Report,  and  believe 
the  same  to  be  correct. 

WM    AMORY, 

Commissioner  for   the  State   of  Massachusetts. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


NEW  BEDFORD  AND  TAUNTON 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts : 

The  Directors  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corpora- 
tion do  hereby  make  their  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and 
doings,  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  their  act  of  incorporation, 
to  31st  December,  1843. 

Amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in  -  $400,000  00 

Expenditures. 

Amount  expended  on  cost  of  road  at  the 

time  of  the  last  annual  report,     -         -   8394,795  68 

Since  which  time  there  has  been  paid  for 

land,  depots,  &c,       ...         -  1,457  88 

396,253  56 

Amount  paid  for  ™  parts  engines,  cars,  &c. 

at  the  time  of  last  report,   -         -         -        31,326  77 

Amount  expended  since,         ...  962  92        32,289  69 


Whole  cost  of  road,  engines  and  cars,       -         -   $428,543  25 
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The  receipts  during  the   year  ending  31st  December,  1843,  have 
been  as  follows  : — 
Amount   received    for    transportation    of 

passengers, $37,393  51 

Amount   received    for    transportation    of 

merchandize, 11,181  99 

Amount  received  for  transportation  of  U. 

S.  mail, 2,096  00 

50,671  50 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1843,  have  been  as  follows  : — 

Repairs  of  road, 3,881  37 

"       "  engines  and  cars,  -         -         -  4,502  96 
Fuel,  oil,  salaries   and   miscellaneous  ex- 
penses,         13,896  39 


22,280  72 


There  have  been  two  dividends  declared  during  the  year,  of  3  per 
cent,  each,  on  the  amount  of  capital  $400,000,  say  $24,000. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  miles  run   by  the  different  trains  over 
the  road,  for  the  year  ending  the  31st,  December,  1843. 

Passenger  trains, 27,480  mis. 

Merchandize  trains,         -  12,520    " 

Extra  trains, 1,65S    " 

41,658  mis. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  GRINNELL, 
GEO.  HOWLAND, 
DAVID  R.  GREENE, 
THOMAS  MANDELL, 
WM.   VV.  SWAIN. 


I  certify,  that  the  within-named  Joseph  Grinnell  made  oath,  before 
me,  that  the  within  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  acts  and  doings  of  the 
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New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail-road  Corporation,  for  the  year  1843, 
is  true,  according  to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief,  this  12th  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1844. 

ROB.  C.  WINTHROP, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Bristol,  ss.  New  Bedford,  January  19,  A.  D.  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  George  Howl  and  and  William  W.  Swain, 
and  made  solemn  affirmation,  and  Thomas  Mandell  and  David  R. 
Greene,  made  oath,  that  the  foregoing  report  by  them  subscribed,  is 
true,  according  to  their  best  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

J.  W.  CLIFFORD,  Justice  Peace. 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


NORWICH     AND    WORCESTER 

RAILROAD    CORPORATION. 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

The  Directors  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road  Corporation, 
in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
present  this,  their  Eighth  Annual  Report,  as  follows  : 

Cost  of  the  road,   engines,  depots,  wharfs,  &c.  &,c, 

see  commissioners'  report  to  31st  Dec.  1843,  .    $2,166,566  49 


Receipts  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1843, 
are  as  follows  : 

For  transportation  of  passengers,           .  $95,856  85 

"  freight,         .         .  51,102  39 

"    mail  and  express,            .         .         .  5,662  50 

"    rents  and  wharfage,         .         .         .  1,800  99 

"    monies   received  in    1843,   earned 

previously,              ....  8,136  23 

$162,558  96 

Deduct   not   collected,   as    appears   by 

treasurer's  books,  .         .         .  223  03 


$162,335  93 


Expenses  during  the  year  ending  31st  Dec.  1843  : 

For  ordinary  expenses  of  road,      .  $7,408  83 

"    repairs  of  engines  and  cars,    .         .        9,180  87 
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For  fuel  and  oil,  ....      14,063  11 

"    passenger  expenses,         .         .         .      10,964  09 

"    freight  expenses,     ....        9,135  44 

"    mail,  advertising,  and  general   ex- 
penses,   3,847  17 

"    salaries, 5,466  30 

"    extraordinary  repairs  in  1843,  caus- 
ed by  flood, 9,626  63 

"     expenses  of  running  road,  incurred 
previous  to  1843,  .  $3,940  58 

"    other  expenses  of  1842, 

paid  in  1843,         .         .    3,749  41 


7,689  99 


expenses   paid   by  the  treasurer,  not 
brought    into    the    superintendent's 
department,   .....        4,401   07 
interest  on  all  loans  and  debts  paid 

in  1843, 51,565  74 

contingent  expenses,       .         .         .        3,821  94 
office  expenses,       ....  293  77 


Total  amount  of  expenses  paid  in  1843,  137,464  95 


Whole  number  of  miles  run  duung  the  year  : 

By  passenger  trains,  ....         99,197 

"  freight  trains, 33,040 

For  road  clearing,  &c,     ....         13,838 


Amount  to  profit  and  loss,     .         .         .  624,870  98 


Whole  number  of  miles  run,  .         .       146,075 

No  dividend  has  been  declared  during  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1843. 

DANIEL  TYLER, 
JEDEDIAH  HUNTINGTON, 
RUSSELL  HUBBARD, 
J.  G.  W.  TRUiMBULL, 
W.  P.  GREENE, 
JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL, 
ERASTUS  WILLIAMS. 
15 
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State  of  Connecticut. 

New  London  County,  ss.  Norwich,  Jan'y  27,  1844.  Then  per- 
sonally appeared  Daniel  Tyler,  J.  G.  W.  Trumbull,  Russell  Hubbard, 
John  A.  Rockwell,  William  P.  Greene,  Jedediah  Huntington  and 
Erastus  Williams,  and  made  oath  severally  that  the  foregoing  statement 
by  them  subscribed  is  true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me,  JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

We,  the  subscribers,  commissioners  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester 
Rail-road  Company,  appointed  by  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut,  having  examined  the  foregoing  report  of 
the  directors  of  said  company,  believe  it  to  be  correct,  and  approve  of 
the  same. 

A.  H.  BULLOCK, 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 


The  undersigned,  having  been  called  upon  to  examine  the  accounts 
relative  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
Company,  and  for  deciding  what  part  of  said  expenditures  are  applica- 
ble to  the  road  in  Connecticut,  and  what  part  to  the  road  in  Massa- 
chusetts, have,  on  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  1844,  examined 
the  said  accounts  of  said  company,  up  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1843,  and  do  find  that,  since  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
1842,  there  has  been  expended,  by  said  company,  in  Connecticut : 

For  carriage  department,           -         -         -  $4,413  67 

For  depot  buildings,          ...         -  156  25 

For  graduation, 78  24 

For  land  damages, 8,318  91 


Total    amount    expended    in    Connecticut, 

in    1843, 12,967  07 

From  which  deduct  land  sold  in  1843,        -       9,050  00 
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Balance  of  amount  expended   in  Con- 
necticut in  1843, 3,917  07 

To  which  add    cost  of  road  in  Con- 
necticut up  to  31st  Dec.  1842,      -       1,512,228  36J 


Total   cost  of  the  road  in  Connecti- 
cut, to  31st  Dec.  1843,  1,516,145  435 

There  has  been  expended,  in  Massachusetts,  during  the 

same  period  : 
For  carriage  department,       ....  2,206  83 

For  county  roads, 147  41 

For  land  damages,        .         -    1,833  25 
Less  land   sold   in  Mass.       -       100  00 

1733  25 


Total  amount  expended  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  1843, 4,087  49 

To    which    add,   cost    of  the    road  in 

Mass.,  31st  Dec.   1842,     -         -         -         646,333  56J 


Total  cost  of  the  road  in  Mass.  31st  Dec.  1842,     -         -    650,42l,05£ 


Total  cost  of  the  whole  road,  31st  Dec.  1843,      -         $2,166,566  49 

It  appears,  from  the  examination  of  the  books  of  the  company,  that 
the  said  corporation  have  kept  distinct  and  separate  accounts  of  their 
expenditures  in  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  agreeably  to  the  acts 
of  said  states  creating  the  present  Norwich  and  Worcester  Rail-road 
company. 

The  receipts  of  the  corporation,   from    the   transportation  of  persons 
mails,  merchandize,  and  for  wharfage  and  rents   for  the  year  ending 
the   31st   Dec.  1843,  as  shown  by    the  Treasurer's    books,    amount 
to  the  sum  of $162,335  93 

And  the  expenditures  for  the    same   period, 

for  working  the  road,  and  repairs  -         -     72,567  79 

For  salaries,         -         -         -   5,466  30 

For  do.  of  1841    and  1842, 

paid    in    1843,         -         -    2,142  73 

7,609  03 
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For  contingent  expenses     -    3,821  94 
For    do.  of  1841   and    1842, 

paid    in    1843,         -         -    1,606  68 

5,428  62 


For  office  expenses,     -  293  77 

Interest,       ..----  51,565  74 


Total  amount  of  expenses  paid  in  1843,     -         -         -         137,464  95 


Amount  to  profit  and  loss, 24,870  98 


One-third  of  which  amount  set  to  Mas- 
sachusetts,        8,290  33 

Two-thirds  of  which  amount  set  to  Con- 
necticut,   16,580  65 


Norwich,  Connecticut,  Jan.  27,  1844. 


A.    H.    BULLOCK, 

Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

JOHN  DE  WITT, 

Commissioner  for   the  State  of  Connecticut. 
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NINTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


TAUNTON  BRANCH  RAILROAD 


CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ; 

The  Directors  of  the  Taunton  Branch  Rail-road  Corporation  do  here- 
by make  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  their  acts  and  doings,  receipts 
and  expenditures. 

The  total  amount  of  capital  paid  in  is  .         .         .    8250,000  00 


The  expenditures  during  the  year  ending  November  30, 

1843,  have  been  as  follows  : 
For  repairs  of  the  rail-road,  .  .         .         .  3,335  23 

For  repairs  of  the  cars  and  engines,      ....  2,492  92 

Amount  paid  to  the  Boston  and  Providence 

Rail-road  Corporation  for  their  portion  of 

receipts  from  passengers,  .         .         $24,749  64 

Amount  paid   to   said  corporation  for  their 

portion  of  freight,  .         .         .  7,822  23 

$32,571  87 


Amount  paid  to  the  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Rail- 
road Corporation,  under  the  agreement  between  the 
two  corporations,  and  on  account  of  freight,      .         .  1,344  53 
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Amount  paid  on  account  of  new  cars,  .         .         .  529  61 

Other  miscellaneous  expenditures,         ....        11,121  39 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,       ....      $51,395  55 


The  income  of  the  corporation  during  the  year  ending 

November  30,  1843,  has  been  a  follows  : 
Amount  received  from  the  transportation  of  passengers,      $51,041  46 
Income  from  the  transportation  of  merchandize,  .        20,484  12 

Amount  of  other  miscellaneous  receipts,         .         .         .  2,725  68 


Total  amount  of  income,      .  $74,251  26 


A  dividend  of  three  per  cent,  has  been  declared,  payable 

on  July  3, 1843,  amounting  to  ....       $7,500  00 

A  dividend  of  five  per  cent,  has  been  declared,  payable 

on  December  19,  1843,  amounting  to  12,500  00 

Total,  .  $20,000  00 


The  number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains,  over  the 
Taunton  Branch  Rail-road,  exclusively  during  the 
year  ending  Nov.  30,  1843,  has  been  .         .         .        15,063 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  mercandize  trains,  during 

the  same  period,  has  been 69,74 

The  number  of  miles  run  by  extra  trains   for  drawing 

gravel,  and  clearing  track  from  snow,  has  been  .  536 

Total, 22,573 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
SAM.  FROTHINGHAM, 
JNO.  F.  LORING, 
SAMUEL  QUINCY, 

Directors. 


Boston,  January  22,  1844. 
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Suffolk,  ss.  Boston,  January  22,  1844. 

Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  T.  B.  Wales,  S.  Froth- 
ingham,  Jno.  F.  Loring,  and  S.  Quincy,  and  made  oath,  that  the  fore- 
going report  by  them  subscribed,  was  true,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Before  me, 

EDW.  PICKERING,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WEST    STOCKBRIDGE 


RAIL-ROAD    CORPORATION 


To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation  present 
the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  doings  of  said  corporation  : 

The  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  since  the  presentation  of  the  last 
annual  report,  has  been  occupied  and  used  by  the  Hudson  and  Berk- 
shire Riil-road  Company,  and  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company, 
under  the  agreements  specified  in  said  report,  and  under  a  contract  ex- 
ecuted between  the  three  companies  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April 
last.  This  contract,  it  will  be  seen,  was  never  fully  executed  by  all 
the  proper  officers  appointed  by  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company 
for  that  purpose,  but  it  is  regarded  as  valid  and  effective,  and  the  road 
is  now  in  the  oscupation  of  the  said  company  by  virtue  of  its  provi- 
sions, and  they  have  made  payments  on  the  contract  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  all  that  has  been  received  by 
this  corporation  during  the  past  year,  in  the  way  of  rents  or  profits 
from  the  road. 

This  corporation  having  never  purchased  any  cars,  engines,  or  other 
apparatus,  and  having  never  run  the  road  on  their  own  account,  the 
directors  are  unable  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  statutes  of 
1837  and  1841,  respecting  the  contents  of  the  annual  reports  of  rail- 
road corporations.  The  repairs  made  upon  the  road  since  it  was  open- 
ed in  1838,  have  been  mostly  at  the  expense  of  the  Hudson  and  Berk- 
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shire  Rail-road  Company,  and  their  accounts  for  that  service  constitute 
a  part  of  the  still  unsettled  transactions  between  the  two  corporations. 

SYLVESTER  SPENCER, 

VVM.  JONES, 

SEDGWICK  S.  COLE, 

ASH.  CONE, 

THOMAS  CONE, 

Directors . 
West  Stockbridge,  Jan'y  16,  1844. 

Berkshire,  ss.     January  16,  1844.     Sworn  to  before  me. 

H.   W.  TAFT,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


(Copy  of  Contract  referred  to  in  Report.) 

This  agreement,  made  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hun- 
dred forty-three,  between  the  West* Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation, 
by  Erastus  Crocker,  Sylvester  Spencer  and  Thomas  Cone,  specially 
authorized  thereto,  and  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company, 
by  Seneca  Butts  and  John  Power,  specially  authorized  thereto,  and  the 
Housatonic  Rail-road  Company,  by  Alfred  Bishop,  William  P.  Burrall 
and  Roswell  B.  Mason,  a  committee  specially  authorized  thereto,  by 
the  board  of  directors,  for  this  purpose,  on  the  second  part,  witness- 
eth— 

The  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  being  desirous  to  run  their 
trains  on  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road,  to  and  from  the  State  line, 
for  the  purpose  of  connecting  with  the  trains  of  the  Western  Rail-road 
Company,  the  said  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation  and  the 
Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  do,  in  consideration  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company,  hereinafter  set 
forth,  severally  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Housatonic 
Rail-road  Company,  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Housatonic  Rail-read  Company  shall  have  the  right  and 
privilege  to  run  their  passenger  trains  over  said  West  Stockbridge 
Rail-road,  from  the  village  of  West  Stockbridge,  to  its  junction  with 
the  Western  Rail-road  at  the  State  line,  once  a  day  each  way,  from  the 
eighth  day  of  May  next,  during  the  ensuing  season,  until  the  naviga 
16 
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tion  of  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany  is  closed  by  ice,  in  the  next  fall 
or  winter,  so  as  to  prevent  steamboats  from  running  to  Albany. 

2.  From  and  after  the  closing  of  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River, 
in  the  next  fall  or  winter,  (to  wit,  the  fall  of  1843,)  until  the  opening 
of  said  navigation,  so  that  steamboats  shall  run  to  Albany  in  the  ensu- 
ing spring,  to  wit,  the  spring  of  1844,  the  said  Housatonic  Rail-road 
Company  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  of  the  said  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road,  its  depot  buildings,  (except  the  office  now  occupied 
by  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,)  and  the  turn-round 
and  fixtures,  for  doing  their  business,  both  in  passengers  and  freight, 
without  interference  or  obstruction  from  the  said  West  Stockbridge 
Rail-road  Corporation,  or  from  the  said  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail- 
road Company,  their  agents,  servants  and  assigns. 

The  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company,  on  the  other  part,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  foregoing,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said 
West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation,  and  the  said  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  as  follows : 

1.  The  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  hereby  agree  to  pay  to  the 
West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation,  as  a  compensation  for  the  use 
of  the  road  as  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  dollars  per  month,  for  such 
length  of  time  as  said  company  shall  run  merely  their  passenger  trains 
over  said  road  as  aforesaid,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  month  during  such  portion  of  the  time  as  said  company 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  the  sole  use  of  the  said  road,  its  depot, 
buildings  and  fixtures,  with  the  exception  of  the  office  as  aforesaid  ; 
said  payments  to  be  made  monthly  to  the  treasurer  of  said  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road  Corporation,  at  his  office  in  the  village  of  West  Stock- 
bridge,  whose  receipt  shall  be  a  full  discharge  therefor  from  any  claim 
for  the  same  from  either  of  said  parties. 

2.  Said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  will  pay  one  half  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  said  road  in  as  good  repair  as  it  shall  be  found  in  on 
the  day  they  commence  running  under  this  agreement,  from  that  time 
to  the  opening  of  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany,  in  the 
spring  of  1844  as  aforesaid. 

And  the  said  Hudson  and  Berkshire,  and  Housatonic  Rail-road 
Companies,  do  mutually  agree  to  exchange  all  freights  which  either 
may  have,  destined  to  pass  on  to  the  road  of  the  other,  at  the  depot  at 
West  Stockbridge,  and  pay  to  each  other  the  charges  due  thereon,  on 
delivery  of  the  freight.  And  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company 
hereby   agrees  and   covenants  that  the  charges   for  transportation  of 
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freight  or  passengers,  between  West  Stockbridge  and  any  way  station 
on  the  Berkshire  or  Housatonic  Rail-roads,  during  the  period  far  which 
this  agreement  is  made,  shall  be  the  same  in  either  direction,  and  shall 
not  exceed  the  charges  for  passengers,  or  for  similar  freight,  from  the 
same  station  for  the  same  distance  south. 

And  whereas,  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  are  to 
occupy  and  use  the  West  Stockbridge  Hail-road,  in  common  with  the 
Housatonic  Rail-road  Company,  during  a  part  of  the  year,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  if  the  said  Hudson  and  Berk- 
shire Company  shall  choose  to  run  their  trains  over  the  road  during 
any  portion  of  the  period  when  the  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Com- 
pany would  be,  by  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  entitled  to  the  sole  and 
exclusive  possession  of  the  same,  they  shall  have  a  right  so  to  do,  and 
that  said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  shall  pay  only  seventy-five 
dollars  per  month  during  the  time  when  the  said  Hudson  and  Berkshire 
Rail-road  Company  shall  so  run  their  trains.  And  the  said  Housatonic 
Rail-road  Company  do  agree  to  furnish  such  a  turn-out  at  the  State 
line  as  their  convenience  may  require.  And  the  said  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  do  agree  to  leave  the  depot  at  the  State 
line,  for  West  Stockbridge  village,  in  five  minutes  after  the  morning 
train  of  the  Western  Rail-road  from  Albany  shall  leave  the  depot  for 
the  east ;  and  leave  a  clear  track  the  whole  length  of  the  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road,  to  its  junction  with  the  Berkshire  Rail-road,  in  fif- 
teen minutes  after  leaving  the  State  line  ;  provided,  however,  that  if 
the  Western  Rail-road  train  shall  arrive  at  the  State  line,  from  Albany, 
and  leave  their  passengers,  and  the  train  of  the  Hudson  and  Berkshire 
Company  "is  not  in  sight,  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  may  take 
the  main  track,  and  run  first  and  directly  to  West  Stockbridge.  And 
the  Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  do  further  agree,  that 
the  train  of  the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company,  from  Bridgeport,  shall 
have  a  clear  track  from  the  depot  at  West  Stockbridge  to  the  State 
line,  so- as  to  connect  with  the  evening  train  of  the  Western  Rail-road 
from  Boston  to  Albany. 

And  whereas,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January  last,  the  Berkshire 
Rail-road  Company,  by  their  president,  made  to  the  directors  of  the 
West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation,  certain  propositions  disput- 
ing the  lease  or  purchase  of  their  road,  which  propositions  are  now  on 
file  with  the  clerk  of  said  West  Stockbridge  Corporation  ;  now  the 
said  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  does  covenant  and  agree,  that  the 
"West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation   may,  with  the  assent  of  the 
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Hudson  and  Berkshire  Rail-road  Company,  accept  either  of  said  prop- 
ositions within  one  year  from  this  date,  and  that  said  Berkshire  Rail- 
road Company  shall  carry  out  the  same  : — provided,  however,  that  the 
said  propositions  shall  be  so  modified  that  the  value  of  the  West  Stock- 
bridge  Rail-road,  its  buildings  and  fixtures,  shall  be  fixed  at  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  without  an  appraisal; — and  provided,  also,  that  if  the 
said  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Corporation  shall  conclude  to  accept 
the  proposition  to  purchase,  the  contract  shall  not  go  into  effect,  until 
the  expiration  of  this  agreement ; — and  provided,  further,  that  if  the 
Berkshire  Rail-road  Company  shall  decline  to  carry  out  the  proposi- 
tion which  may  be  accepted  by  the  West  Stockbridge  Rail-road  Cor- 
poration, the  Housatonic  Rail-road  Company  may  adopt  and  carry  out 
the  same. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties,  by  their  respective  agents  afore- 
said, have  executed  this  contract  in  duplicate,  the  day  and  year  first 
aforesaid. 

Executed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 
Philip  Powers. 

ERASTUS  CROCKER, 
THOMAS  CONE, 
SYLVESTER  SPENCER; 
Committee  of  W.  S.  R.  R.  Corp. 

JOHN  POWER, 
S.  BUTTS, 
Committee  of  H.  #  B.  R.  R.  Co. 

A.  BISHOP, 
Committee  of  Housatonic  R.  R.  Co. 

A  true  copy  of  the  contract. 

Attest,  HENRY  W.  TAFT, 

Clerk  of  W.  S.  R.  R.  Corp. 


1844]  SENATE— No.  19.  121 

FIRST   ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF    THE 

WORCESTER    BRANCH 

RAIL-ROAD    COMPANY. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  : 

The  Directors  of  the    Worcester  Branch  Rail-road  Company  respect- 
fully present  their  First  Annual  Report. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  last  this  Company  was  organized,  and 
the  location  of  the  Rail-road  was  duly  filed  with  the  County  Commis- 
sioners of  the  County  of  Worcester. 

The  resources  of  the  Company  are,  a  subscription  for  55 

shares  of  stock, $5,500  00 

On  this  stock  25  per  cent,  has  been  paid,  and  the  sec- 
ond instalment  of  25  per  cent,  is  ordered  to  be  paid 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  next. 

The  cost  of  construction  and  materials  of  the  Rail-road 
was  estimated  at  4,269  16 

By  a  change  of  arrangements,  it  is  anticipated  that   the 

cost  will  be  increased  by   about       -  800  00 

Contracts  not  exceeding  this  estimate  have  been  made,  and  the  work 
is  in  rapid  progress.  The  iron  rails,  which  are  strap  raita,  2£  inches 
wide,  and  f  inch  thick,  are  on  hand  and  paid  for. 

The  state  of  business  induced  a  delay  in  the  commencement  of  the 
work  to  a  period  so  late  that  if  it  shall  be  completed  before  the  seven 
teenth  day  of  March  next,  as  the  act  of  incorporation  requires,  the 
Rail-road  will  be  constructed  in  an  expensive  and  imperfect  manner. 
The  consequences  of  laying  sills  and  rails  on  an  embankment  recently 
made  in  the  winter,  need  not  be  described.     To    avoid  these  evils,  the 
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stockholders  have  directed  the  undersigned  to  pray  the  honorable 
Legislature  to  extend,  for  one  year,  the  time  limited  for  the  construc- 
tion of  this  Rail-road. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Worcester,  Jan    13,  1844. 


W.   A.  WHEELER, 
STEPHEN  SALISBURY, 
BENJ.  F.  HEYWOOD, 
FRED.  W.  PAINE, 

Directors. 


Worcester,   ss.  January  13,  1844. 

Personally  appeared  the  above-named  W.  A.  Wheeler,  Stephen 
Salisbury,  Frederick  W.  Paine,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  written 
report,  by  them  subscribed,  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief.  Before  me, 

JOHN   W.  LINCOLN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Worcester,    ss.  January    13,    1844. 

Personally  appeared  the  above-named  Benj.  F.  Heywood,  and  made 
oath  that  the  above  written  report,  by  him  subscribed,  is  true,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  his  knowedge  and  belief.  Before  me, 

JOHN  GREEN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


